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To the Town Council of the Borough of Devizes
acting as the Urban District Council.

Mgr. Mavor AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present my Annual Report for the vear 1925,
and have the honour to be,

Your obedient Servant,
G. 5. A. WAYLEN.

The Ministry of Health request that the Annual Report
of the Medical Officer of Health shall this year be a Survey
Report dealing with the progress made in the area during the
five preceding years in the improvement of the public health

and all matters dealing with the sanitary condition of the
Borough.

General Statistics.

Area—qgob acres.

Population—5,996, as given by the Registrar General.
Number of inhabited houses, 19z21-——1,480.

Number of families or separate occupiers—i,516.
Rateable value—4£30,081 12s. 6d.

Sum represented by a penny rate—J£114.

Amount of Poor Law Relief—£ 1,040 19s. 10}d.

Physical Features and General Character of Area.

The town of Devizes is situated below the west or ter-
minal escarpment of the Marlborough Downs, the northern
of the two chalk ranges that run from east to west across the
county. The town itsell is situated upon a deep bed of the
upper green sand stratum of the chalk formation, and at its
northern and western aspect slopes off to the oolite.  Its
natural r'unage is good. It is about joo feet above the sea
level,

It is not a manufacturing town; a tobacco factory, a
brewery, several building and joinery works, and a bacon
factory constitute the chief business industries of the place.
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The Hospital was empty for a short time in the summer,.

The number of cases for the past nine years is as under :

District. ;;':l‘“é"_ §]| 8|8 *3,{5 r;,-fl 3| 8| Total

s e e e o ! !

Devizes Urban 7|22 |44 |11 | 91211 |20][19] 155

Devizes Rural 23 | 34 zni 24 {17 (30| 17 |19 ] 14| 108

Pewsey Rural ... | 11 |20 | 62 | 44 | 34 (02 |61 | 22 | 38| 374

Staff ... | s 8/ 65/ 5[2|6]s5] a
-

Total < | 41 | 8o 134 | 85 lﬁg. .|39 g1 | 57 | 76 | 768

General Provision of Health Services in the Area.

Hospitals Provided or Subsidised by the Local Authority or
the County Council.

None are subsidised by vour authority for Tuberculosis,
‘Maternity or Children. Tuberculosis cases are sent to
Winsley and Harnham Sanitoria, payment being made under
an arrangement with the County Council.

Your authority administer and utilise ** ‘The Devizes and
Pewsey Joint Isolation Hospital '’ in association with the
Devizes Rural and Pewsey Rural Authorities.

The County Council have provided accommodation for
Small Pox cases at Salisbury and Swindon, to which cases
can be sent; those from vour district would go to Salisbury.

There is no institutional provision for unmarried mothers,
illegitimate infants, or homeless children, other than the Poor
Law Institution and Infirmary.

There is an orthopeedic Clinic which is held weekly at
the Scouts' Hall, which is attended by a specialist from Bath
when necessary. There are no school clinics, but the child-
ren are inspected by the County School Medical Officers.
There is a Tuberculosis Dispensary held at Trowbridge,
where patients from your district can see and obtain advice
from the County Tuberculosis Officer. Venereal cases can
attend a Venereal Clinic held at Bath.
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For promoting cleanliness and ventilation in such houses.

For giving notices and taking precaution in the case of
infectious disease.

Generally for the well ordering of such houses.

Cleansing of Footways and Pavements, etc.

The cleansing of footways and pavements adjoining any
premises.

New streets and buildings.
Slaughter-houses.

 For the licensing, registering and inspection of slaughter-

houses.

For preventing cruelty therein.

For keeping the same in a cleanly and proper state.

For removing filth at least once in every 24 hours.

Requiring such slaughter-houses to be provided with a
sufficient supply of water.
Nuisances.

For the prevention of nuisances arising from snow, filth,
dust, ashes and rubbish and for the prevention of ktepmg
animals on any premises so as to be injurious to health.

Bathing Place.

For securing that the open Bathing Place shall be under
the due management and control of the officers, servants and
others appointed or emnployed in that behalf by the Sanitary
Authority.

For preventing damage, disturbance, interruption and
indecent and offensive language and behaviour and nuisance.

Contagious Diseases (Animals Act), 1886. Dairies, Cow-
sheds and Milkshops Order, 1885.

For the inspection of cattle in dairies.

For prescribing and regulating the lighting, ventilation,
cleansing, drainage and water supply of dairies and cowsheds
in the occupation of persons following the trade of cow-
keepers or dairymen.

For securing the cleanliness of milk stores, milk shops
and of milk vessels used for containing milk for sale.

For prescribing precautions to be taken by purveyors of
milk and persons selling milk by retail against infection or
contamination.






Drainage and Sewerage.

There i1s a deep system of drainage in the town. On
the south-west side of the Kennet and Avon Canal sewers
pass through the various streets and converge to two points
at the junction of Northgate Street and the Market Place;
from here it passes under the Great Western Railway, past
the north end of the tunnel, through a field beyond, where
it joins with the other portion of the drainage (which drainage
consists of three drains) which forms a junction and leaves
Long Street at a point opposite Morris’s Lane, and passes
under the Great Western Railway and through the orchard
below Devizes Castle.

In addition the drainage from the north side of the canal
passes under the canal by the prison bridge and receives the
drainage: from the new houses in the Bath Road, and joins
the other system at the sewage works. A few houses in the
Rural District connect with this system.

The whole of the town is connected by water closets with
one or other of these drains with the exception of a very few
houses at Dunkirk, the situation of these not permitting them
to be taken into the general system; some of these drain
into a tank, with an overflow into the fields bevond.

Sewage Disposal.

The system of sewage disposal until two years ago con-
sisted of a system of coarse and fine contact beds. The
coarse or first beds were filled with large slates laid hori-
zontally on small slate blocks, designed by Mr. Dibden in
1go8, his principle being that a larger area was given for
aerobic bacterial action than was obtained by using large
lumps of stone or some similar material like that originally
adopted in the Sutton coarse beds. From these slate beds
the effluent was carried to fine beds of a similar size filled with
small fine coke breeze. It is obvious that the fine beds to be
effective should have been of a much larger size than the
coarse bed, as the tendency of the coke breeze to disintegrate
apart from the size of the bed itsell allowed only a smaller
space to treat the relatively much larger volume of effluent
that each coarse bed was enabled to discharge. The Borough
Surveyor has now modified the system by firstly depositing
much of the solid matter in an open sedimentation tank before
allowing it on the beds at all, and secondly, by converting the
old coarse beds into sprmkler beds with two sprinklers, and
then carrying the effluent on to the fine contact beds used in
rotation, which in the future it is proposed to fill with broken
force draught clinkers—a hard material to replace the soft




































