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DEVIZES RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Medical Officet’s Annual Report for
the Year 1938

Mg, Caamnyax axD GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit to you my Annual Report on the
Public Health and Sanitary Administration of your District.

[ am endeavouring to follow out the lines suggested in circular
No. 1728 issued by the Ministry of Health to you on 25th October, 1938,

I beg to remain,
Your obedient Servant,
G. H. H . WAYLEN,
Medical Officer of Health.
41, Long Street, Devizes.

CENERAL STATISTICS,
Area in Acres—63,515 acres.
Population as estimated by the Registrar-General—12,230,
Number of inhabited houses at end of 1938—3,357.
Rateable Value—£49,790.
Sum represented by a penny rate—£216 11s. 7d.
Social conditions—Avrea is entirely an agricultural one. Unemploy-
ment neghgible
VITAL STATISTICS.

M. F. TaoTaL.
Live Births 83 81 164
Legitimate 82 it 161
Illegitimate 1 2 3

Birth rate per 1,000 ¢f estimated resident population—13.4.
Live Birth Rate for England and Wales—15.1.

M. F. Torar.
stillbirths—
Legitimate 3 g 5
Hlegitimate s B S
Rate per 1,000 births—29.0.
M. F. ToraL.
Deaths from all causes 70 7l 150

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 of estimated population-—12.26
Adjusted Death rate—9.15.
Comparahility Factor—0.75.
Death rate for England and Wales—11.6.
Deaths from Puerperal ecauses: —

Puerperal Sepsis ... Nil
Other Puerperal causes . ... Nil
l‘uw-Etrral death rate per 1,000 total births ... Nil
From Puerperal Sepsis <. Nl
From other Puerperal causeg : e Nil

Deaths of Infants under one vear of age: —
Al ¥ TotaL.
All Infants 3 3
Legitimate 3 3 ¥
Megitimate e i
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Infantile Death Rate per 1,000 live births— 48.7.
Legitimate infants per 1,000 live births- —48.7
Ilegitintate infants per 1,000 live hirths—-N |I
Deaths from Measles : e —

Deaths from Whooping l'_:ll_][_,h |
Deaths from Diarrhea under 2 vears of ..'t.,'_"l 1

ilomhs—-].i. ' to Diseases of circulatorv systemn ; 8.7 9 to Cancer;

15.3 2, to Respiratory Diseases.

There was no excessive or unusual mortality during the year calling
for comment.  The stillbirth rate may he disregarded, as the figures
are so small that the rate must vary widely from year to year

Sixty-six deaths were attributed to diseases of the eirculatory
system, 13 to Pneumonia, 2 to Tuberculosis, and 13 to Cancer. The
low Tuberenlosis figure is satisfactory,

CAUSES OF DEATH RETURNED BY RECISTRAR-
CENERAL, 1938,

Canses of Death. Aale Female Total
Deaths s
I—Typhoid and Par ﬂtvphmd Fevers —
2__Measles : = ==

.:F—"-rm: let Fever

+—=Whooping Cough | — 1
a—Diphtheria ) — — —
b—Influenza ; 1 2 L]
" —Encephalitis Lethargica — — —
8—Cerebro-spinal Fever i =2 e
O—Respimatory Tubercniosig 1 | 2
10— QOther Tuberculosis s e —
11—Syphilis ; —: = =
U—f:enml Paraly sis of the llmuw “tabes
dorsalis, ete. —_ — —
13—Cancer, Malignant Disease T G 13
14—TIha het{,s - 1 1
15—Cerebral Hfmnuuim.g_n ote, 1 3 4
16—Heart Disease a5 Sl 46
1 7—Aneurysm — 1 1
18— 0Other Llrculﬂtﬂn Diseases 5 10) 15
19-—Bronchitis 3 4 0
20—Pneumonia {ul] fm"nls}l 10 3 13
21—0ther Respiratory Diseases 1 — 1
22—Peptic Ulcer — —_ —_
23—Diarrheea, ete. {undm 2 1m1|'~,j —cr 1 1
24— &_ppeudlclt-u,. , — —_— —
25— Chirrhosis of Liver : — — —_
26 Other Diseases of Liver, ete, . o s
27—0ther Digestive DI"-N‘I-SP.E 1 2 3
938 _Acute *mﬁ' Chronic Nephritis 2 1 G
20—Puerperal Sepsis 5 — — —_
A0—0ther Puerperal Causes = = A
31—Congenital Debility, Premature ‘Birth,
Malfor II'I"tthnh. ote. 3 1 4
42 —Senility 2 2 4
33—Suicide 2 1 —_ 1
34—Other Violence & 5 5 10
a5—Other Defined Diseases ] 4 12

36—Causes ill-defined or unknown .. — —
Special canses—Small Pox, Poliomyelitis, Polio-encephalitis—Nil.
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Ceneral Provisions of Health Services for the Area.

Medical Officer—G. H. H. Waylen, M.B., D.P.H., Cantabh, (part
time}).
Sanitary Inspector—S. . Drabble, C.R.=.1.J.B., M.S.LA. (also
; 'Huiidin;.r, Survevor and Water Engineer).
Assistant Sanitary Inspector (temporary)
F. Lockwood, C.8.1.B., 3lst January to 30th July, 1938,
I}, Howells, C S.1.B., 19th September, 1938, onwards.
1. Laboratory Facilifies.—XNo alteration,
2. Ambulance Services.—(n) The Rural Sanitary Iistrict is served
as to general sickness by the Devizes Borough Ambulanee. .
(b) The Devizes and Pewsey Jomt [solation Hespital Committes
supply the ambulance used for infections sick.
3. Nursing in the Home.—Nurses supported hy District Nursing
Association available over most of area.
4. Clinic and Treatment Cenlres.—(a) The Devizes Orthopaedic
Clinie treated cases from the area during 1938.
{(b) Some cases from Rural Distriet also attend at Infant Welfare
Centre at Devizes,

Hospitals.

1. Poluntary.—Devizes and District Hospital.

343 in-patients treated during 1938, 246 coming from the Devizes
Rural District. .-h-eiiagﬂ number of patients in hospital, 25.1; out-
patients treated, 721. Expenses have risen, partly owing to increased
salaries of Staff, and the vear ended with @ considerable adverse halance
of over £800.

i, Public.—Devizges and Pewsey Joint Isolation Hospital,

ADMISSIONS DURINC THE YEAR 193s.

| i [ Uther
‘Derizes*ue”“s Pewsey .-‘ichnin—'

Borough| [ﬁ:ﬁ:zzt E}f;:,?il.stralirc: Total
| | | Areas |

Dizseaszes

Scarlet Fever
Diphtheria ... ul
Intective Paraotitis ... |
Erysipelas

I e ——— —

20 16 i el g N | 4

- 13 -

Poneumonia ol
Streptoccal Throats
Other Diseases
Observation...

3
I
2

4

] o B e Ll ek D O

L o

e ——

Measles ‘ ;
|

bd
LI

ljﬂ b

‘:: 1 | =
|

Three deaths oceurred as follows : —1 from Brenche-Pneunmonia, and
Whooping Cough, aged 1 year: 1 from Influenzal Broncho-Pneumonia
compheating Pulmonary T.B. (this ease ocenrred in vour District, and
is one of the two tuberculous deaths recorded) ; a third from Peritonitis
simulating Enteriec Fever.,  The observation cases included » severe
gquinsy, a non-diphtheritie Laryngitis, contacts of scarlet fever eases with
sore throats but no rash. The mumps cases were all nurses from the
Devizes and District Hospital. As will be evident from the above table,
a number of cases, some for obhservation, others not statutorily netifiable
but infections, were usefully admitted. Without the new Cubicle Block
this could not have been done,
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Prevaience of Infectious Disease.

Notifiable Diseases during Year 1938

Total | Cases Total
DISEASE Cases | admitted to U'f ai
Notified | Hospital Eakia
Smallpox j
Scarlet Fever 18 16
Diphtheria 2 2 ,
Enteric Fever (inc. P;I];It} p]:mdu
Fuerperal Fever ... :
Puerperal Pyrexia 2 o 2
Fneumaonia 10 ; Q9 3
Acute Fuhm::_‘,m:tlb | =
Euncephalitis Lethargica '
Dysentery 1 II 1 4
i

Notifcations of Pneumguia, though morve frequently made, arve still
useless for statistical purposes, e.q., of the 13 deaths attributed to this
cause in the Registrar-General’s returns, five only were previously
notified, The Dysentery cases all occurred at the Wiltshire County
Mental Hospital, and the deaths were transferred to other areas.

1938 was a healthy year,

Of the ten notified cases of Pneumonia 3 occurred among inmates
of the Wilts County Mental Hospital.

; Sanitary Circumstances of Area.
8 " ater.— .
Total number of private consumers—664.
Total number of Farms and Business Premises—90.
Total figunre—754.

Amount consumed during 1938 (approximately)—13,700,000 gallons.

The supply is satisfactory in quality and quantity, and the reserve
capacity 1s such that an inerease in consumption of five times more than
the present figure could he adegquately supplied,

Special safeguards are talken hy the Water Engineer (Mr. Drabhle

I £ h =l :
to assure the purity of the supply. Among the precautions taken the
following are typiecal examples : —

(1)  Almost continual sampling is carried out at numerous points on

the forty miles of mains,

(1) Workmen employed on work at the borehole and reservoir have
had a blocd test to ascertain that they are not likely to con-
taminate the supply by acting as a ** Carrier 7’ for any disaase,

(1))  An adequate supply of chlorine is kept at the Pumping Station,
and used after any operations, adjustments, repairs, ete.,
affecting the supply.

(iv)  All main extensions are chlerinated for a considerable period
after first coming into use.

In many other small matters precautions are taken, and 1 feel
certain that so long as these methods continue the water comsumers
attached to the Great Cheverell supply are assured of o constant
vigilance as to the purity of the water they drink,

Well Supplies.—Existing well supplies are still being used, and an
some parishes, notably Seend, 1 am not at nll satisfied w ith the general
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purity. It cannot be too strongly stressed that the increasing use of
main water mlpplm.ta will tend to turther deteriorate the quality of shallow
well water in spite of any precautions taken,

2. Drainage and Sewerage.—There is a growing need of sewage
disposal systems in the more urban parishes,

3. Rivers and Streams.—XNo action required or taken,

4. Closet Accommodation.—Pail closets mainly in use in villages.
There are very few old-fashioned privies about, and these are gradually
heing done away with.

5. Public Cleansing.—Collection and disposal of household refuse 1s
done by contract under the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector. Night
soil and ashes are disposed of by cceupiers,

The district is a scattered one, and up to date no regular staff has
been engaged for above purposes.

6. Eradicaticn of Bed Bugs.—One ease dealt with by contact
disinfestation.

7. Shops Act.—No action called for during the year.

Sanitary Inspection of Area,
The Sanitary Inspector’s veport appended.

1. Schools.—The sanitary conditions generally good. Water supplies
generally suitable,

Housing.

Commencing at the end of January, Mr. Lockwood, Assistant to the
samtary Inspector, systematically I!l-.;mr:tu..l old houses in Potterne,
Worton, Market meg’tnn West Lavington and Easterton. These were
»-uhwthnth imspected by Mr., Drabble and myself. Finally they were
viewed hy a specal Housing Sub-Committee of vour Council appeinted
December 21st, 1937, and classified as helow.

To he dealt with as Clearance Areas—-52: in 10 Clearance Areas,

A.—Houses to be demolished without question, i.e., those

whether by reason of site op structure are unfit to ln.r.l L 2R
B. —Houses which unless radically repaired at ;.,I!"'lt CXpense are

only fit for demolition .. T
(.—Houses which reguire rulhltlthﬂlp Iup.ul hut 1|'|.'|Jh:-|| are

otherwise suitahle dwellings 11

). —Houses which hy reason of their .11:}1|Lutum,| or pmtmemuu
merit should not he demolishied, yet which require consider-
ahle repair

X.—Houses in Categories .r’l. or B 1i:me and nrmu}md In awner-
occupiers of advanced years, which may bhe allowed to stand
for the life of the present occupier and on condition that
no children are brought up therein 5 i 18

A total of 176 houses were thus inspected and elassified.

! 40 more houses are due to be repaired hy owners as o result of
informal action

7 Crown  properties in the Bishops Cannings area were also
inspected ; though three of these properties were so unfit as to ohviously
demand demolition many were in-a had state of repair, needing extensive
reconditioning and in some cases the provision of essential amenities.

Schedules of repairs needed were made out and sent to the Crown
Agents in October, 1938,

Official representations on the Clearance Areas were made to the
Couneil on December 6th, and application made to the Ministry of Health
for confirmation, Of these arveas, two presented difficult problems, At
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Potterne Butts, 10 closely interlecked properties in different ownership
on a very restricted site, with rear quarters badly ventilated and lighted,
could only be dealt with in this way,

Another large area comprised a group of 14 dwellings again generally
imterlocked, and situated at the Market Place, Market Lavington, These
properties all suffered from disrepair and lacked essential needa.

The remaining areas were smaller groups situated as helow : —

Oak Lane, Easterton, No, 1 Clearance Area, 1938.

White Street, Market Lavingten, No, 3 Clearance Area, 1938,
The Butts, Potterne, No. 4 Clearance Area, 1938,

High Street, Potterne, No. 6 Clearance Area, 1933

West End, Potterne, No, 7 Ciearance Area, 1938,

White Street, West Lavingion No, 8 Clearance Area, 1938

_"l[altlgglaw Cettages, West Lavington, No, 9 Clearance Area,
1934,

Newtown Cottages, West Lavington, No, 10 Clearance Area.
1638,

Housing (Rural Workers) Aots,

Grants were sanctioned by the Wilts County Council in respect of
filteen cottages in your District during 1938, and the werk of recon-
ditioning was completed in 13 cases,

The existence of these Acts 1s breught to the notice of owners, and
cevery facility given them to make use of it where their properties are
liahle to reconditioning.

The yvear has thus heen one of real progress towards Housing hetter-
ment.

Factories and Workshops.
See Sanitary Iuspector's report.

Tuberculosis

New cases notified and deaths during 1938, exclusive of mmates of the
Wilts County Mental Hospital,

NEW CAsESs DEATHS.
AGe PERIODS. nrvidy e . I Nomn-
Respiratory Reaniin o Respiratory | Respiratory
M. I¥. Al F. M| F : Al E.
0o YeEar ... . e | L o e
1 Yean
L Teurs £ I i &
L5 TEarsen, H 1 ol | (ke b
2t Years ... 1 2 |: | !
35 Years ... 1 ;
43 Years .. o 1
ss Years ...
63 Years 1 i
ToTaL .. - 3 2 [ 2 .
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Number of cases on Tuberculosis Register at 31st December, 1938

Respiratory. Non-Respiratory.
M. F. M. F.
Y G i3 ba

. Mo ql.‘tiu:n was taken by me with regard to Tuberculous emplovees
in the milk trade.
No action was taken by the Council under Sec. 62 P.H.A., 1925,

INSPECTOR’S REPORT

HOUSING ACT, 1936.

Statement of work carried out during the year ended 31st December,
1938, under the above Acts, In the Devizes Rural District,

1.—Inspection of Dwelling-Houses during the year:—

(1) (a)—Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) ... B

(h) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... s 1211

(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head (1)
above) which were inspected and recorded under the Housing
Coensolidated Regulations, 1925 ... 306

(h) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... ... 1180
(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to he in a state so

dangerous or injurious to health as to he unfit for human
habitation a4l

(4) Number of dwelling-houses {exclusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all Iﬂ'ﬂpELt.‘:
reasonahly fit fer human habitation 240

(In respect of some of these Demolition Orders may !}e ser ued lf
Owners decline to carry out Schedules of repairs.)

2.—Remedy of Defecis during the year without Service of
Formal Notices:—

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequenco
of informal action by the Local Authority or their Officers 11

3.—Action under Statutory Powers during the year:—

(a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
Act, 1936 : —

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs e e N2l

(2) Number of dw EIhng-hgumc; which were |E-|1d9|ed fit after
service of formal notices :

{(a) By Owners coe Nl
(h) By Loecal Authority in defau]t ut owners oo Nl

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(1) Numher of dwelling-houses in vespect of which notices
were served requiring defects to he remedied ... e VL
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(2) Number of dwelling-houses  in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices: —

(n) By Owners e Nl
(h) By Local Authonity in dtfnult ul owners ... o AL

{¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,
1936

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in  respect of which

Demaolition Ovders were made | A v, 30
(2) Number of dwelling-houses []{III{}II‘i'Il"{! in |}lil‘-lhl]l[‘£" of
Demolition Orders 2

id) Proceedings under Section 25 of thp, Hmmn_i.r A:l ]5}3!3-.—

Houses included in Clearance Areas . - 22

(¢) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Atl; 1936 : —

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made ... oo AL

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were determined, the

tenement or room having heen rendered fit

4 —Housing Act, 1936.—Part 1V.—Overcrowding.

. N

(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the vear 13

(2) Number of families dwelling therein ... 13

(3) Number of persons dwelling therein ... o i i
(h) Number of new cases of overcrowding ]lpull,i «l (Il,ulllg the

Year 3

() (1) Numhber of eases of overe In-.Hlm_L reliey eu;l :Iunmg_ the year 3

(2) Number of personsz concerned in such cases B .
(d) Particulars of any eases in which dwelling-houses have again

bhecome overcrowded after the Loeal Authority have taken

steps for the abatement of overcrowding Nil

Housing Accommodation—Year 1938,
Total bumlt—14.
Privately with State assistance— Nl
By Lecal Authority with State assistance—XNil.
By Private Enterprise witheut State Assistance—-14

Factories and Workshops.
There are 31 Factories and 52 Workshops, as helow : —
Facronies.
Bakehouses
Brickworks
Dairy
Engineering
Fruit Preserving
Grist Mills
Joinery
Laundry
saw Mills

IEllf—-H':JI':.—'Ir—I"II‘—'m-F-





















