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DEVIZES BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPCORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR FOR THE YEAR 1972

Northgate House,
Devizes,
Telephone No. : Devizes 2024. Wiltshire.

To The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of Devizes Borough Council =

On the 1st April 1974 Devizes Borough Council will be absorbed into the
Kennet District Council and m7 post of Chief Public Health Inspector will be
transferred into the new organisation. For this reason it will be possible
for me to retire five months earlier i.e. on the 31st March 1974 just short
of twenty-five years' service, so that this my twenty-fourth contribution to
the Medical Officer's Annual Report is likely to be my last.

Housing conditions in particular have changed insofar as some unfit
houses have been cleared from sites such as Sheep Street, New Fark Street,
The Nursery, Church Walk and Rotherstone. It would have given me much
pleasure had I been able to include the Hare and Hounds Street Redevelopment
and Monday Market Street areas amongst these but, unfortunately, although I
strongly recommended that the areas should be dealt with as soon as practicable,
the red tape surrounding the schemes seems to have baulked any finality.

Also the Council's task in this direction was made difficult by the fact that
certain properties have now been listed as being of architectural and
historical interest. However, my knowledge of the areas leaves me in no
doubt that the most satisfactory way of dealing with the majority of the
properties is by clearance.

Two hundred and twenty-nine dwellings have been eliminated by Clearance
Orders and apvroximately two hundred and seventy-five individual unfit houses
have been demolished or closed over the past two decades. Generally speaking
the latter have not usually been replaced by new dwellings due principally
to the location and size of the site. Over the past ten years new housing
sites at Broadleas, Drakes Estate, Mayenne Place, Victoria Road and Nursteed
have been developed, either by private enterprise or the Council.

Since 1949 the Council have been able to assist owners with grants to
modernise, repair and extend the life of their property by the provision of
modern amenities. The housing survey was completed this year and detailed
information is included on pages 16, 17 and 18 which give an indication of
the number of houses lacking modern amenities and in need of repair. The
report of the survey of Long Street, Bridewell Street and Morris Lane
proposed General Improvement Area was also finished and presented to the
Council for their consideration; the relative data is shown on pages 19 and
20. Improvements to some of the properties are progressing gradually
although it has not as yet been declared officially a General Improvement
Area. Page 18 shows the number of properties improved with grant aid.
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Many small food traders have been squeezed out of business by the
big stores and, as a result, problems have altered in character and
volume. With the small trader they were principally cleanliness of the
premises, storage and handling of the food but with the larger stores who
suffer more frequent changes of staff and consequently routine, a closer
watch has to be kept on stock rotation, date coding, refrigeration
temperatures, dented cans, the keeping apart of cooked and uncoolked foods
and handling care.

Also, problems have arisen in respect of the emission of noise from
badly =ited refrigeration, heating and ventilation machinery in the larger
ptores, as well as noise nuisanse from factories to residents in. their
loecakity.: On the whole management have ‘been most co-operative in remedying
nolse nuisance as soon as practicable, usually at considerable cost.
Pollution of the atmosphere by fumes and fly ash from the incineration of
trade refuse gave rise to many complaints, until arrangements were made for
the proper storage by bulk containers. These in turn however, have also
. given cause to problems, due to lack nf space and handling of the vast amount
of refuse that the stores disgorge daily. Similarly it is possible that
these nuisances would not arise in the case of factories if preventive :
.measures were taken into-.consideration at the planning stage.

‘Over the years the number of publiec houses in the Borough has now been
reduced to twenty-four. The Brewers have built two new public houses and
modernised several more. I receive the utmost co-operation from them
whenever any work is required such as the provision of facilities for hand-
washing for customers, and improving conditions of food rooms etec.

Generally almost every publican now provides snacks or meals, which mean
that more frequent visits have to be made to these premises than in earlier
days. A high standard of hygiene is maintained by the publicans and it
“justifies the confidence that the local Magistrates have when consideration
is given to the renewal of their licences.

It is envisaged that in the Kennet District Council matters relating

* Yo food hygiene will be considerably more complex in view of the fact that
agency agreements are to be offered in the composition and labelling of food.
I should like to take this opportunity of wishing the new Council every
success in this new venture and one hopes that through reorganisation an - -
even higher standard of hygiene practice can be attained.

I feel I must also refer to the progress that has been made by the
Borough. In fact, when I first tock up my appointment in 1949 the-Health
Department establishment consisted of myself and a part-time Medical Officer
of Health. It now consists of a Junior Clerk, Secretary, Rodent Cperative
Additional Public Health Inspector, Chief Public Health Inspector and Medical
Officer of Health. The post of Technical Assistant set up in 1965 was
terminated when the Additional Public Health Inspector was appointed in Mareh
19723 Mr, D.A.J. Dark, Technical Assistant at that time, was transferred
to the Surveyor's Department. I should, however, like. to record my
appreciation of his conscientious assistance over a period of approximately
six years. My thanks are also due to all the members -of staff for their
co-ogperation and in particular to the Secretary, Mrs. E. Noakes, who has
served me and the Devizes Borough Council most loyally, conscientiously and
diligently over the past twelve years. I am much indebted to Drs. P.C.
Barry amd F.D.F. Steede, Mr. J. Diver, Mr. R.E. Paget and Mr. N. Gater far.-
their advice and co-operation at all times. May I also acknowledge the
kind. consideration shown to me by the Health and Housing Committee over the
Years in my efforts to carry out my duties in accordance with Regulatinns
in the public interest.

K. WILDEY. :
Chief Public Health Inspector
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