[Report 1970] / Medical Officer of Health, Devizes Borough.

Contributors

Devizes (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1970

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/fdhcnun8

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

BOROUGE OF DEVIZES

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
and of the
SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTOR

for the year

- i T

























Pl vyt e W e, TR B,

—y

BOROUGH OF DEVIZES

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
NORTHGATE HOUSE.
DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE

Teib

e .'
R UL

To The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of Devizes.

The Annual Heport on the health of the Borough for the year 1970 is
herewith presented.

The health enjoyed by the people of the Borough throughout the year,
in which we ware spared the hardship of epidemics on a large scale, was
in the main good.

Attention is drawn to the population figure of 10,300 as sup:lied by
the Qegistrar General. This is a decrease of 10 compared to last year's
figure which was the fifth in a succession of increases. No explanation
iz offered for the decrease which to me at least is sursrising.

Ferusal of the wital statistics shews that the number of births falls
short of last yesr's unusually high figure by twenty. It will be recalled
that last year's figure was commented upon at the time.

Total number of deaths was 185 of which 106 were females. The
comparative figures for 1969 having been 152 and 73. The figures for males
is seen to be unchanged. Scrutiny of the statistics reveals that the
inerease in the number of female deaths is confined to women in the upper
age groups. As in recent years, the most common causes of death were
Coronary thrombosis and Cerebrovascular disease. Death was attributed
to these two causes in about 3%. of the total, a percentage very much
in line with that for 1969, Tt is observed that of 18 deaths being
attributed te "Ill-defined Conditicons'', 17 were in resnect of females.

o scientific explanation is advanced for this discrepancy.

The year vassed off most uneventfully in so far as developments in the
public sector were concerned and compares unfavourably with 1969 when
improvements in the swimming bath were seen to be needed and carried out.
Nothing on the lines of the Group Dwelling for the Elderly was completed
or planned. In view of the growing tendency for pecple to live to a
greater age then formerly, there is an ever increasing percentapge of the
population in the upper age greups. Devizes is no exception to this
nationwide trend. Having due regard to the forecseeable increase in the
numbers of aged in the Borough, it would seem that before leng the number of
elderly will be such as to bring sharply into focus the need for additional
accommodation, perhaps on the plan of the Group Dwelling in Church Walk or
perhaps not. Whatever design is adopted and it is confidently vpredicted
that one will be, the location must be adjacent to the main centres of
commerce, religion and entertaimment. In this connection it is patently
obvicus that available land is scarce and becoming scarcer.
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE REPCRT BY THE SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTOR

FOOD HYGIEME (GENERAL) REGULATIONS 1969

Food premises have not received the constant attention which is so
necessary cwing to the demands of the many other time consuming duties
which in certain instances have to be re-visited several times according
to the nature and circumstances of the complaint.

Nearly all licensed premises now dispense snacks or cooked meals and
special attention has been directed to these premises during the last couple
of years to improving sanitary accommodation and persuading brewery manage-
ment to install hand-washing facilities for customers' use. As there is
| no legal power to compel occupiers of licensed premises and catering
| establishments to provide hand-washing facilities for customers' use, it
has been necessary to adopt the persuasive approach and whilst I cannot
report that there has been 100% satisfaction to date to obtaining separate
toilet and hand-washing facilities at all premises, in some cases due to
regtricted space etec., nevertheless my endeavours have been reasonably
revarding, the breweries are co-operating commendably.

It seems most odd that there are two standards, one where the Law
appeals to food handlers to keep their handes clean and that hand-washing
i facilities mist be provided for this purpose and on the cther hand there
is the standard where hand-washing facilities for customers' use is not a
statutory requirement. Thus it seemz all right for the customers to
contaminate money, door handles etec. and to eat food with spiled hands
where there sro no hand-washing facilities provided at the toilets,

I suggest that very serious thought be given to this important
agpect of hygiene and health from a legsl aspect, particularly in view of
the growing concern of the national increase in notified cases of food
poisoning.

Fried Fish Shops

There are five fried fish shops, 4 of which are up to modern standards
and the other premises are very nld, outmoded -nd poor structurally. These
premizes form an integral part of a block of dilapidated properties listed
as buildings of historical and architectural interest. Major constructional
repairs and improvements at considerable expense are necessary to bring the
premises up to a modern standard but any proposal of this nature which could
be aided by County grants, would have to be taken up with caution in view of
the unresolved situation regarding the proposed link road.

Food Stalls

Food stalls in the open market have to be covered top, back and sides
by Law as a measure to protect food from risk of contamination by airborne
dirt. This has created problems generally; the top of food stalls are
usually covered with perspex for lightness of handling and are easily and
often broken. During blustery weather the onlooker is entertsined by the
stall-holder gallantly struggling with determination in an endeavour to prevent
the covering taking flight and the awning flapping about. The weary and
defeated trader finally dispairs and dispenses with the covering. It seems
that the only satisfactory way of complying with the Law is for all food
traders to be placed within the covered market.









































































