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BOROUGH OF DEVIZES

PUBLIC HEALTH DEFARTMENT,
NORTHGATE HOUSE,
DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE

o The havor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Dorough of Devizes.

e — = e = e o T hmr e g e em———

senting my report on the health of the Dorough for
irst full calendar year in the post of ledical Cfficer
1, I wish to impress upon you that the major changes

d relative to property more than to persons.

It is satisfying to say that what major changes as have
acCere4 during the year were for the better and in that connection,
I refer particularly to new housing.

I wish to thank the Fublic Health Inspector and the other
members of the staff of the Health Department for the help they
have given to me in my work and for what they in their different
roles, have done for the Borough.

To the Fublic Health Inspecter my thanks are cdue for his
contribution to this rexort.

In conclusion, I would like to offer my thanks to the Chairman

anc Hembers of the IHealth and Housing Committee for their
co-operation, and record with pleasure the cordial relaticns which
have existed between them and the Health Uepartment throughout the

period under review.

£.C. BARRY.

tiecical Officer of Health
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GENERAL STATISTICS

Area in Acres it we SEe o 1,419.587
Fopulation (Registrar General's Estimate) 9,000
Mumber of inhabited houses at 1.4%.67. 3,010
Rateable Value at 1.4.67, ﬂﬁﬁ?,?ﬁs
Estimated Product of 1d rate at 1.4.67. £1,520

VITAL STATISTICS

Birth and Death Rates compared with other

areas (Births and Deaths per 1,000 population)

Standardised®*
Eirth Rate Death Rate
1966 1967 | 1966 1967
Devizes Borough 184 5.3 | 9.8 8.7
“ngland and Wales AR e el e e
Wiltshire ' 9:6. 17.8 | 10,4 10,2

Comparability figures are supplied to each District by
the Hegistrar General. These take into account the
varying age/sex distribution of the population in
different parts of the country. VWhen applied to the
local rates they allow a more accurate comparison to be
made between different areas.
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Vital Statistics (Contd.)

MOTHERS AND INFANTS

Idve Births

Number ey i

Rate per 1000 population aans saies

Illegitimate Live Births (per cent of total live births)

tillbirths

:'EUIHhEI" R R

Rate per 1000 total live and still births

Total Live and Still Births A SRl

Infant Deaths (deaths under one year) ot

Infant Mortality Rates

Total Infant Deaths per 1000 total live births

Legitimate infant deaths per 1000 legitimate live
births

Illeritimate infant deaths per 1000 illegitimate

liT_‘ir.E birt’hs LR B .

Heo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under four weeks per
1000 total live births) .... eialets

Early leo-natal lortzlity Rate (deaths under one week per

1000 total live births) .... i

lity
week combined per 1000 total live and still
births)

B oEE LR

Maternal Mortality (including abortion)

unber of deaths e

Rate per 1000 total live and still births

y Bate (stillbirths and deaths under one
e

1967 1966
138 164
1553 18. 4
10.1 10.4
£ I
- 23.8
138 168
1 >
i 18.3
5-.:; ?‘_D‘ll_l.
7 18.3
7 18.3
2 41,6
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(per 1,000 populalion.)

Birth, and Death Rates Devizes Borough, 1957 -67
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CAUSES OF DEATH DURING 1967

The figures given below are taken from the Registrar General's
Annual Report :-

1962 1966
Male Female Total Total
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory 0 1 1 O
10. Malignant neoplasm stomach B 0 2 2
11. Halignant neoplasm, lung, broichus 6 2 8 3
12. Malignant neoplasm, breast 0] 3 3 O
13. Malignant necoplasm, uterus o 1 1 o
14. Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms & 6 12 9
15. Leukaemia, aleukaemia 0] o 0 1
16. Diabetes 1 0 1 1
17« Vascular lesions of nervous system % 17 20 13
18. Coronary disease, angina 20 9 29 S0
19. Hypertension with heart disease 1 0 1 1
20. Other heart disease 3 2 5 10
21. Other circulatory disease E 1 L 1
2%. Fneumonia 10 L 14 8
24, Bronchitis 0 0 0 L
25. Other diseases of respiratory system 1 1 2 O
2b. Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 1 1 2 2
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 1 (0] 1 1
28, Nephritis and nephrosis 0 0 0 1
29. Hyperplasia of prostate 0 o 0 2
52. Other defined and ill-defined diseases 5 10 15 2h
%33. Motor vehicle zccidents 1 (0] g 1 L
3%. All other accidents 0 2 2
35. Suicide o} 1 1 2
Total all causes 64 61 125 k2

It is observed that in 1967, 71% of deaths occurring were attributed to
four major causes i.e. malignancy, pneumonia, coronary disease and vascular
lesions of the nervous system, whilst in 1966 the same diseases accounted for
no more than 54% of the deaths.
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COIMUNICABLE DISEASE

T

The following tables give details of the cases notified during
the past six years, together with ape incidence in cases in 1967 :-

I Disease “—""_"__E:l 962 [1963 | 1964 [ 1965 | 1966 | 1967 |
Measles 3 26 {155 147 88 92
Whooping Cough - 1 2 = = [
Scarlet Fever 29 20 6 11 1 11
Tuberculosis 5 2 2 z 3 ]
Food Feisoning - ~ - - - 2
frysipelas = e 1 = 5 2

| Heningococcal Infection | - - — =l - 1
3 e Aé;-Grﬂups .hge not | All

Disease U—#E 5-14 (15=-44 | 4564 | 65-74 |known Ages
Scz=rlet Fever 3 a8 - - - - 11
Measles Ls | Lg 1 = = = g2

Whooping Cough | 4 2 - - - - [5imi6
Erysivelas - 1 = -~ - - 2 e
Food Foisoning | - i 2 - - - = 2

| Tuberculosis s } - ] : (A - e
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IMMUNISATION AND VACCINATION

For providing the figures for immunisations and vaccinations
carried out in the district during the year, my thanks are due to the
County ledical Cfficer of Health, Dr. C.D.L. Lycett.

Liphtheria, Whooping Cough and Tetanus Immunisations

Year of Birth 1967 {1966 |1965| 1964 1963 |1962=-58 | 1952-57| Others under 16
.
Frimary Imms. |(Diph | 61 | 70 2 ] 1 - - -
Completed Wh/c 59 70 - - - - - -
During 1967 Tet 61 | 70 ) % 1 1 3 2
Reinf. injects.|Diph - {42 | 65| 10 1 114 1 -
Administered Wh/c - 126 | 1 & - 34 - -
Curing 1967 Tet = L2 | 65 11 2 118 ] -
Smallpox Vaccinations
lionths Years
Age Group 0-3 3-6 6-9 g-12 1 2=4 515
Vaccinations i - | - Q 83 17 13
Re~vaceinationd - | - l = = b 3 13
1 | i ¥ i

Foliomyelitis Vaccinations
| il |
AGE GRQUP 3rd | 2nd | 3rd inj. 4th | 3 oral|2 orals | 4th oral
Quad. inj. | or 4th | inj.| doses |after 2 | after 3
Guad. injs. injs. or
2 oral
1967 - - - - 57 - -
1966 - - - - 74 - 38
1965 - - - - 15 - s
J:EE‘I-. - = = = ? — 3;
1963 - - - - 3 - 1
1958 - 1962 = LS - - 18 - 82
1952 - 1957 - - - - - - -
Others under 16 - - - - - - 1
Others over 16 = = o i 1 = 2
TCTALS . - - - P = T7s. - i 164
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HOUSING

During the year a numerical improvement of 136 units of housing
occurred as a result of the construction by the Council of 54 flats,
whilst private enterprise produced a total of 9C dwellings. A small
offset of 8 resulted from closure or demolition of unfit houses.

A report upon the survey of Hare and Hounds Street proposed
redevelopment area was completed, and considered by the Devizes zZorough
Council. It was subsequently submitted to the Ministry of Housing and
Local Government whose recommendation is awaited.

There is a growing tendency for people of modest means to become
owner/occupiers of old properties with the idea of improving them.
In consequence such owners and prospective buyers are naturally concerned,
and often seek information from the Department about the future of such
properties in order to avoid waste of money and effort. It is, therefore,
of particular value to obtain a full appraisal of the conditions of
dwellings in the Borough and a detailed inspection of pre-war houses
(about 400) is now in progress with the purpose of satisfying enquiries
on the life of old property, also to encourage owners generally to take
advantage of grant aid to carryout improvements by the installation of
at least all basic amenities, in addition to repair work, to bring them
up to a statutory fitness standard, thereby offsetting the high cost of
Council house replacements.

In addition to the Hare and Hounds Street scheme it is considered
that there are about 60 houses in the Borough which are ripe for
statutory action. Some of these e.g. St. John's Court and Long Street,
are of historical or architectural interest. Cthers could be made fit
but at an unreasonable expense, whilst in the case of the remainder,
closure or, where practicable, demolition may be the solution.

Common Lodging Houses

There are no common lodging houses in the Borough.
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Housing (Contd.)

Progress Returns forwarded to the Finistry of Housing and Local Government

A. Houses demolished during the Year

In or adjoining Clearanee Areas ceo 0]
llot in or adjoining Clearance Areas B 7.
B. Unfit Houses Closed During the Year Tt
C. Number of persons displaced during the year .. 2
D, Number of families displaced during the year 2
E., Unfit houses made fit -
3:{ G"I.\'Iler CC O “l
By Local Authority S O
F. Houses in which defects were remedied -
After formal notice under Public Health Acts 10
G« Unfit houses in temporary use 2
H. Purchase of houses by agreement suss
Improvement Grants
Standard Grants
Owner/Occupied Tenanted
Standard Standard
5 point 3 point 5 point 3 point
Number of applications received &8 0 0 0
Humber of applications approved 8 0 O 0
Number of applications refused 0 O a 0
fumber of dwellings improved 3 0 0 O
Amount paid in ir;"bs during the year +.... £570
Average grant per house e £190
ﬁumber of Amenities Provided
Fixed | 'ash-hand | Hot water supply | Water Closet | Food Store
Bath Basin (to any fittings) I
2 3 3 2 lahihe

Discretionary Grants

Owner/Occupied Tenanted

Number of applications received
Number of dwellings improved

Amount paid in grants during the year
Average grant per house

000 =
O 0O\

S
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WATER SUPPLY

An adequate supply of water is provided to the Borough by the
North Wilts Water Board who obtain their supplies from various
sources mainly in the northern portion of Wiltshire.

It can be seen from the accompanying figures that samples of
the water are taken from various points in the Borough periodically by
officials of the Water Authority and the Public Health Inspector to the
Borough. It can be further seen that, in general, the samples of the
water supply are found to be satisfactory bactericlogically on analysis.

The only criticism of the water that is occasionally made by
members of the public is that of spasmodic "over-chlorination'. This,
whilst distasteful to the consumer, is a fault on the right side from
the health point of view.

My only criticism of the water is in respect of its fluoride content
and that it has not been "fluoridated", This omission is, in my view,
unfortunate and it is to be hoped that it will be put right in the not
too distant future.

Satisfactory Unsatisiactory

Humber of samples taken by the

North Wilts Water Board 46 0
liumber of samples taken by the
Fublic Health Inspector 135 A

The unsatisfactory sample was shown to be polluted with
non-faecal type coliform organisms only.

Number of dwelling houses supplied from Iublic water mains 3,004

Humber of population supplied from Public water mains 8,992
lumber of population supplied by means of stand pipes &
Fluoride content of water supplied from Bourton and
Shepherds Shore to Borough less than 0.1 i
SEWERAGE

The two existing plants continue to deal satisfactorily with the
increasing volume of sewage from the Borough. The effectiveness of the
sewage treatment is gaugad by the guality of the resultant effluent from
the plants.

Samples of effluent are taken periodically by the Bristol Avon
Hiver Authority who are concerned with the prevention of pollution to
water courses within their areas.
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MILK

There are eight licensed milk dealers in the Borough.
These dealers operate four dairies and three shops in addition
to two milk vending-machines.

Milk sold in the Borough is in the main pasteurised but in
this connection it is mentioned with regret that the law of the
land being such as it is, raw milk can still be offered for sale.
It is estimated that approximately 80 gallons of the latter is
sold weekly for human consumption in Devizes.

One of the great advantages of pasteurised over raw milk is
that, in the former, the risk of infection with Undulant fever is
eliminated. Such a risk is always present if milk from a cow
infected with Brucellosis is consumed unpasteurised,

The Table below gives details of the results of cleanliness
tests carried out on samples of milk taken throughout the year.
It is noticeable that the failures were numerous and were confined
to samples of raw milk.

F Pass TFail
Raw milk 22 1@
Fagsteurised millk 56 0

78 10

Fifteen samples of raw milk were examined for brucellosis and
tuberculosis with negative results.

Examination of bottles prepared for filling were carried out
with satisfactory results.
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PET BUGAT

Meat intended for eonsumption by '"pets' is sold in the Borough
by mobile traders whose home base is elsewhere.

The Meat (Staining and Sterilization) Regulations 1960 require
that all knackers' meat must be either sterilized or stained, if raw.
Sterilized meat is safe, but there is a danger of raw pet meat causing
food poisoning in human beings. FPurchasers of raw pet meat who are
not aware of this risk, should take every care to keep it away from
the family food, utensils and equipment, and to remember that infection
is transmissible to human beings by contaminated hands.

Alsp, there is the possibility that raw pet meat is not always
stained or only partially stained before leaving the knackers' yard,
consequently, some of the meat may be consumed by humans. Having
regard to this health hazard, all meat intended for pet food should
be sterilized before leaving the knackers' yard and the law should
be amended without delay to this end in the interest of public health.

THE LIQUID DGG (PASTEURISATION) REGULATIONS 1963

There are no egg pasteurisation plants in the Borough.

POULTRY INSPRECTTON

There are no poultry processing premises within the Borough.

INSFECTION OF UNSOUND FOOD

During the year certificates were issued in respect of unsound
food, consisting of i=-

Frozen Food

Meat at Retail Shops 205 1bs Vegetables 45 pkts.
FPoultry at Retail Shops 7 hens Fish 7 pkts.
Canned meat 56 tins Meat 18 nkts.
Canned fruit 774 tins Chicken( joints) 5
Canned vegetables 139 tins Chicken (whole) 1
Camnned fish 151 tins Dairy Cream Sponge 1
Miscellaneous 155 tins

=G
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Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 1960

The following premises are subject to these Regulations :-

I
No. of

Mumber of Fremises cquipped with:-

Wash-hand Sink to |Ilot water over sink |
'remises | basin to which to comply with
comply with| Regn. 19| Regn. 19,
Regn. 16. applies
Dairies L L L L
Fish Shops (Wet) 1 0 0
Fish Shops (Fried) 5 5 5 =
Restaurants, Cafes 1] 11 11 11
etc.
Hospitals, Instit-
utions 4 b4 L L
School Canteens 8 8
Licensed Premises 20 20 20 20
Hobile Vans 2 b, o 0
Confectionery 9 9 9 9
Covered Market
(Stalls) 20 20 20 20
Public Buildings 2 2 2 2
Guest Houses 1 1 1 1
Grocers 19 19 19 19
Butchers 5 5 5 5
Greengrocers 5 5 2 2
Yultinle Stores 3 = 3 3
Bakeries L L L L
Miscellaneous
(Canteens in
Factories etc.) 11 11 11 11
TOTALS 137 137 131 131

L]
—_

These figures do not include food rooms which are used in social
activities in connection with Places of Worship although they have been
visited and are up to the required standard.

o e
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Food Hygiene (Genersl) Regulations 1960

Foc e
sent ond ffllk'-up visits made, Hemedisl asotion was
f Lll.m. ing deficiencies found:-—
Def'ective window
> rcof
" walls
& ceilings

= floor/ceverings

" yord paving

Chcked drains

Faulty hot water supply
to wash=hand basin

Clothes in fcod rooms
(yard/focd rcoms)
Animals in food/preparation rcoms

Untidiness
aate bins unsatisfactory
Faulty foced equipment
Dirty focd equipment
ohabby deceoration of food rooms
Dirty sanitary conveniences
Dirty fcod rcoms
£bsence of n=ilbrush
Defzaced hond-weoshing ncetices
Absence of scop
Dirty towels
Cracked crcckery

Dirty cellar

L]

Food expesed tc possible risk of contaminotion

Unsatisfactery storcge of wropping paper

Dirty refrigerator

ater closet lobby used 2z food store

'"i

leansing matericls 2nd equipment stcred
preparation roon

=L e

mises were inspected ot regular intervals and informsl notices

teken in respect of the

[ 1 T o SR I o S e R

=)
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Food Hygiene (Markets, Stalls and Delivery
Vehicles) Regulations 1966 and (Amendment) Regulations
1966,

The above-mentioned Regulations became operative on 1st
January 1967 and superseded corresponding provisions contained in
the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 1960 embedying several
important changes concerning food businesses in covered and
uncovered markets, delivery vehicles (excluding bread vans), mobile

shops and stalls.

The Council considered a report on the new Regulations and
arranged for food traders to be grouped together in the top half of
the covered market after structural works of improvement and
additional washing facilities had been completed.

It was considered that the extra washing facilities to be

provided in The Shambles and those existing in the nearby public
conveniences were reasonably accessible and adequate for food traders

in the open market.

Open market stall-holders were required to provide their own
protective coverings top, back, and sides.

- e
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OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PRELISES ACT, 1967

Registration and General Inspecticns

Number of premises | Number of Number of ;;éigtered“
Einas P Premiess registered during rugl?tﬂrﬂd premlses.recelv+?g a
the year premises at | general inspectiocn
end of year | during the year
Off'ices 2 Ly 6
etail Shopa 117 16
holesale Shops/
Warehouses 0 3 2
Catering Establish-
ments open to the
Public; Canteens eto. 13 L
uel Storage depcts. 2 i §
TOTALS 8 179 N 29

&nclysis of Centraventions

Number of premises receiving general inspection since 1964

Number of wvisits of a2ll kinds (including Genersl Inspecticns)
to Register Premises during year ss«.

Number of perscns employed in Registered Premises

E ]

173 (96.6%)

119
L32 lales
b67 Femalea

E;ctian Nunber of Contraventicns Section Number of Centraventicns
Found Found
L Cleanliness 6 13 Sitting facilities 0
5 Overcrowding 14 Seats (Sedentary workers) 0
6 Temperature 15 Bating facilities 3
F Ventilaticn L 16 Floors, passages & stairs 6
8 Lighting 6 A7 Fencing expcsed parts cof 0
9 Sanitary Conveniences C e Ty O
10  Washing Pacilities L 18 E;:Eefl’fgjmifﬁ'jgﬁlﬁ:xmﬁ {::
= SRR T auEe D 19 Training of young persons
12 Clothing Acccmmodation 1 working at dangerous
machinery 0
23 Prohibition of heavy work £)
2l First-aid general provision 6
TOTLL 36

T e L

—
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SUMLRY OF DUTIES

Environmental Hygiene

Visits made during the year:-

House Inspections (Detailed)
1Housing Revisits

Rent Acts

Improvement Grants

Lssessing Sub-Standard points
Overcrowding Complaints
Ruinous/dangercus buildings
Houses in multiple oeceupation

Drain Ccmplaints

Choked or defective
Defects abated
Drains smcke tested
Drains colour tested
Drains water tested

Nuisance Complaints

Ahceumilation of refusc
smoke

fumes

nocise

flies

cockroaches
dampness/dryrot

bed bug infestation

miscellanecus

1.8

Food Hygiene (General Regulations)
Food and Drugs fAct
Unsound Food

| Milk Sampling

lMobile Vans

Meeting with owners/builders/reps.
iiscellanecus Visits

Visits to Works in Progress

Food inspection wvisits
Dirty/Verminous house revisits
Zymotics

Smoke cbservations

Licenced Premises

Petroleum Acts

Underground Petrcl Tanks,
presaure test

Netices Served

Statutory
Miscellaneous letters sent
Rodent Contrel

159

S EHSE S

oL
73
S

15
19

AL

52
16

133

- 19 =
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RODENT CONTROL

The Devizes Borough Council continue te share satisfactorily the
services of the Rodent Operative with the Devizes Rural District Council
on alternate weeks,

Sewer treatments have been carried out periodically and mecderate
inf'estations were f'ound in New Park Street, Northgate Street, The Market
Place, Castle Lane, The Brittox, Long Street, Morris Lane and Commercial
Road. Regular visits are made toc the refuse tip to keep inflestaticn
within satisfactory limits.

; i Type of Property

on=figricultural | Agricultural

jPEUPERTY OTHER THLN SEWERS

1. MNumber cf properties in district 3,961 12

2. (2) Total mumber of properties
(including nearby premises)
inspected fcllowing

notification 66
(b) Mumber infested by (ig Rats 59
(1i) liice 7

3¢ (2) Total number of properties
inspected for rzts and/or
mice for reascns cther than
notification 1,395 6

(b) Number infested by (ig Rats 55
(11i) Mice | -

Al1 of the many complaints cof nuisances arising from infestation
of waaps, wcodworm, mcles, ants and ccckrcaches were promptly dealt
with by your Rodent Operative,
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APPENDIX

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

1N RESPECT OF THE YEAR 1967

FOR THE BOROUGH OF DEVIZES IN THE COUNTY OF WILTSHIRE

Preseribed Particulars on the Administration

of the Faoteries het 1961

PART 1 COF THE ACT

1., INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (including

inspections made by Public Health Inspectors)

Premises

(1)

Numbexr
on
Register

(2)

Number_;f

Inspecticns

(3)

Written
Notices

(%)

Oceupiers

Prosecuted |

(5)

(1)

(311)

Faotories in which
sections 1, 2, 3,

L and & are to be

enforced by Local

Authorities

Factories not
included in (i) in
which Section 7 is
enforced by the
Local Authcrity

Other premises in
which Secticn 7

is enforced by the
Loezl Authority
(exeluding out-
workeps premises)

15

T )

TOTAL
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£« GCases in which DEFECTS were found
\ . ; = T e e T
| | i Number of
! 5 cases in
' hich prosecu=-
E Particulars Found Remedied! Referred :iiis EE;;L
| tc H,M, by H.M., |instituted
[_ b { . Inspector Inspector e
| (1) el W (5) ()
Want of Cleanliness (S.1) il 1 - - =
Overcrowding (S.2) - - = = i
Unreasonable temperzture . = = = =
| (5.3)
i Inadequate Ventilation (E.h) - - - - =
| Ineffective drainage of
flocrs (S.5) = = = - =
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7) .
fa% Insufficient 1 1 - ~ -
fh Unsuitable cr defective 1 1 - = i
(e) Noct separate for sexes - - - - -
Other offences against the !
| Let (net including offences !
relating to outwork) = = 2 = = ;
TOTAL 3 3 = - - ,‘
: et
PART VIII OF THE ACT
Outwork (Secticns 133 and 13L)
1 | : =
|No. of | No. of Noe. of No. of Neticea | Prosenu=
out-workers | cases cof proaecu~ | instances | Served -ions
Nature in August default ticna for | of work in
of lis in sending | failure urnwhole-
Work | required lists to te supply | scme
| by Section | the Council | lists premises
1133(1)(e)
(1) L (2 (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Wearing ) Making | 1 n ) 0 0 0
Lpparel ) etc.,
) Cleaning
) and |
) Washing
- i 1

- 22 -
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