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TELEPHONE : DEVIZES 24

BOROUGH OF DEVIZES

’“ﬁ% PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
NORTHGATE HOUSE,
DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE

To The "orshipful the llayer, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough
of Devizes.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present tc you my Annual Report on the health
and sanitary condition of the Beorough of Devizes for the year 1964,

In compiling this report, recommendations contained in the Ministry
of Heelth Circular No.1/65 are fcllowed, Being an account of the health
of the area it contains in addition to wvital statistics and information
on communicable disease, information on services previded under the Fublic
Health, Food and Lrugs and Factories Acts. Special reference is made to
certein services which may be of special interest either in terms of
topical, lccal or nationzl aspect.

I wish to record my appreciation for the ready help given by your
Public Health Inspector, Mr, K, %Wildey, whose report is incorporated
within, also for that of the Health Department Clerical Staff. The report
would not be complete without data supplied by Officers in other Departments,
and I acknowledge their assistance here and in relevant sections within,

A most important functicn cf this Department is that of checking on
the fitness and quality of many commodities. Considerable sampling must
be undertaken, especially of focdstuffs, milk and water, I would like
to take this cpportunity of thanking Dr. P, Yormald, Director of the
salisbury Public Hezlth Laborestery for his always ready and willing
assistance in this matter,

My thanks are also due to the Chairman and lembers of the Health
Committez for their interest and support, and for their understanding shown
towards & newcomer unversed in their ways.

I have the honour to be
Your Obedient Servant,

ALAN H. HALSTEAD,

Medical Officer of Health.
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FUBLIC HEALTH STAFF

Medical 0Officer of Health :-

A.H. HALSTEAD, M.B., B.S., D.P.H. fAlso M.0,H. Devizes Rural District
Council, Assistant County Medical Officer and School
Medical Officer for Wiltshire County Council =
Allocation of salary for such "mixed appointments"
is made. Two elevenths of the salary for this
appointment is allocated to the Devizes Borough
Council.)

Public Health Inspector :--
K. WILDEY, M.P.H.I.A., G.R.S.I., C.G.L.I. (San.Eng.).

Rodent Operative:-
F.W. BARRETT (Part-time, being shared with Devizes Rural Distriet Gouncil)

Health Office Clerks:-

MES. E.E. NOAKES
MRS. Y.F. STOREY.

GENERAL STATISTICS

Arez in Acres i i Aieian S S B P e
Population (Registrar General's Estimate) N Ao 8,780
Number of Inhabitable dwellings as at 1st April, 1964 saie 2,961
Number of Council Dwellings 235 at 1st April, 1964 Siets 940
Number of Applicants for Council Dwellings aleiale saaa 235
Rateable Value as at 1st April, 1964 S swwe £524,658
Estimated Product of 1d Rate as at 1st April, 1964. e £1,330
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VITAL STATISTIGS

Birth and Death Rates compared with other areas

(Births and Deaths per 1,000 population) Standardised.

Birth Rate ! Death Rate

1965 | 1964 | 1963 | 1964
Devizes Borough 14.8 | 16.2 75 106
England and Wales 18s2 | 18ek 122 1103
Wiltshire 202 1202 11.5 | 10.0
Devizes Rural Distriect T e é 10.8 Fete 1

¢Enmparahility figures are supplied to each District by the
Registrar General. These take into account the varying age/sex
distribution of the population in different parts of the Country.
When applied to the local rates, they allow a more accurate comparison
to be made between different areus.

Births and Infantile Deaths.

e T T Tllegitimate i) Total
Male T'emale liale | Female |
Live Births 66 69 A 3 142
Still Births 1 2 0 0 3
Deaths unde: 1 year 3 0 0 0 3
Deaths under L weeks 4 0 0 0 1
Daathq under 1 week 0O (0] O 0] O
Infantile Mortality Rate.
Only three dezths zmong children under 1 year occurred. There

were 142 live births, although a rate could be calculated, it would have
little value for comparative purposes, since the numbers are so small.
The National Rate is 20,C deaths per thousand live births and the
Wiltshire Rate 22.1.

Natural Increase = Increase of live births over deaths .... 1.
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CAUSES OF DEATH

R e LT

| 196k, e
iiale Female Total. Total. |

1. Tuberculosis, respiratory. :
2. Tuberculosis, other. i
3. Syphiliyic disease. i
4. Diphtheria, 5
5. Whocping Cough. f
6. Meningococcal infections. & {
7. Acute Poliomyelitis. |
B. Measles. !
9. Other inflective and parssitic disesses.

410. Malignant neoplasm, stomach.

11. ¥alignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus. ,

12. Kalignant neoplasm, breast.

13. Malignant neoplasm, uterus.

| 14. Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms.

. Leukaemia, aleukaemia,

16. Diabetes.

17. Vascular lesiocns of nervous system.

18. Coronary Disease, angina. 2
9. Hypertension with heart disease.

20. Other heart diszease,

21+ Other circulstory disease,.

22. Influenza.

23. Pneumonia.

2), Bronchitis,

25. Other diseass of respiratory system.

26. Ulcer of stomach znd duodenum,

27. Gastritis, enteritis aend diarrhoee.

28. Nephritis and nephrosis.

29. Hyperplasia of prostate.

30. Pregrnancy, childbirth, abortion.

31, Congenital Malformations.
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32. Other defined and ill--defined disease. 1 i 1
i 33, Hotor vehicle accidents. 2
| 34. All other accidents. 1
35. Suiecide. ) | LA
]
Total 67 T4 144 | 11
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COMWUNTICABLE DISEASE

Notifiable uLHe*qu.

The following tebles give details of the cases notifiied during the
past five years together with age incidence of cases in 1964 :-

Disease | 1960: 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964
=2 it e i i k)
Measles ! o5 B o s RN ) el e
Diphthexria : i 0 0 Q 0
Whooning Cough ! 25 | 8 0 ( >
Scarlet Fever | 14 i L2 20 6
Tuberculosis ! 2 S L] 2 2
smallpox . O O Q O 0
Aocute pnieumonia | 0 D1 8] 0 ]
Food Poisoning | 0 i o G 0
Dysentery O 0 o 0 0
Typhoid & Paratyphoid | 0 0 o] 0 0
Poliomyelitis ! 0 ol e il
t Puerperal pyrexia | 0 0 0 o | 0
Erysipelss | U 1 O O 1
Malaria 0 0 0 0 ; 0
B Disease | dge Croupe. » 0 0« [ Age ALl "i
i O=415 =14 15 = hLI L5 - 64| 65+ | not fges. |
bt i i Known. %
E Neasles 3K T ) g [ | Lass |
Whooping Cough 2 ) 0 o; G 0 3
I Scarlet Fever 3 2 0 0 o 1 6
| Tuberculosis 0 TP APTRETR T o 0 2
\ Erysipelas sl e i T e o b e 5
I £ o — - —— d -—

155 cases of measles were notified during the year, mostly during the
months of July and August. Though the number was high an outbreak was rather
to be expected, for as may be seen from the table, the last outbreak was in
1961. There is a tendency for measles to ocewrin two=-yearly cycles, since
for 2n outbrezk to occur, there must be an adequate number of asusceptible
children within the community.

Fortunately, the disesse is mostly of a2 mild nature in this Country,
lications P:fvcthz chest, ears or nervous system may occur but are
tively infrequent.
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Communicable Diseases Gontd.

scarlet Fever.

)

cases o Scarlet Fever were few and isolated. Young children 1
in the 2 - 5 year sge group being those affected. It is well to consider that
cases which present as Scarlet PFever are only a fraction of the number of
persons who may be afflected in some way by the gorm respongible.lMany people may
be carrying the germ in their throats without more than =z minor sore throat,
other symptoms veing absent. It is important that anyone suf'fering from a sore
thkroat should be aware of the possibility of his spreading the infection by
sneezing and coughing, to other pecple = who may react in a more serious way
than he does.

Diphtheria.

No notifications were received. To maintain this state it is essential
that over 70%: of the populstion should be actively immunised against the
disease. This is an aim of the immunisation programme run by the Wiltshire
County Council,

Whoopine Cough.

Three cases were notifiied. Immunisation againat this disease is carried
out at the same time as that against Diphtheria and Tetanus. The "Triple
Vaccine" used giving protection against all three diseases in one course of
injections,

Poliomyelitis.

e cases were notified. Immunisation ageinst this disease continues,
using the oral vaccine.

Swallpox.

No cases were notified, Vaccination against this disease is carried out
by Family Doctors at their patient's request.

™ 3 - ""\_: —
ANGETICc UiScases.

No cases of Typhoid, Paratyphoid fever, Dysentery or Food Poisoning were
notifiied,
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Communicable Diseases Contd.

Tuberculosis.

Two cases of tuberculosis of the lungs were notified by the Chest
Physician. In such cases full investigation is undertaken by the Chest
Clinic and all contacts screened. Chest X-ray or skin testing technigues
being used to investigate possible spread to contacts. B.C.G. vaccination
is available and is also offered under the Viltshire County Council's
immunisation scheme to z2ll school children if' on skin testing, they are
found to have inadequate immunity to the disease.

Non=-notifiable Inf'ections.

Many infectious conditions exist which are not notifiable except
by special action on the part of the loecal authority. Such action may be
advisable if a particular condition is unusually troublescme in the area
and if study and control of its spread is made easier by notification.
Among those infections which affect large numbers of the community f'rom
time to time are influenza and other wvirus illnesses of the respiratory or
alimentary systems. Vhile the effects are usually mild and the illness
of short duration, both social anc econcomic upszet may result, Virus
diseases are assuming more signif'icance year by year. Considerable work
is going on to identif'y the various agents and the illnesses they cause, but
as yet we have not had the same success at developing vaccines as we have
had with the bacterial infections, Laboratory investigations of samples for
virus infection is a complex and difficult matter, Hpidemiological control
is thus far from simple and we must rely on the good sense of our fellow men.
Much may be achieved by simple hygiene measures, unfortunately such practises
are of'ten ignored, for example, many of us treat our "colds"too lightly and
pay little heed to the risk of passing them on to others. Sinece the most
infective stage of the majority of respiratory and cother wvirus infections 1s
during the first few days of the illness, it is sensible that one should
consider others as well as one's =elf during this time.

Brucellosis.

The risk cof contracting this disease from infected milk remains,
The matter has been referred to in previous Annual Reports and the Council's
attention drawn to the weskness of' existing legislation, Since much of' the
milk consumned in this area is untreated milk, the risk is that much higher,
Supervision of milk by sampling for cleanliness and saf'ety must be maintained
at the highest level,

=]

is insidious in its nature and of'ten difficult to
estimate of its incidence is dif'ficult to obtain,
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PREVENTION OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE

Immunisation against those diseases reflerred tc can be obtained at
either the Local Health Authority's Child Welfare Clinics, Immunisaticn Seszions
in Schools, or from one's Family Doctor :-

I am indebted to Dr. C.D.L. Lycett, County Medical Officer of Health,
for the fellowing rigures concerning vaccinaticn and imgunisation proecedures in
Devizes Borough during the year :-

DIPHTHERTA, WHOOPING COUGH AND TETANUS IMMUNTSATIONS.

Year of Birth | 1964 11963 ;1962 | 1961 | 1960 |1955-59 195D—5L7'1
| Erimary ‘Diphtheria e 9 - |
Immunisations |~ . T . T I e A\ T ELDeary 1
Completed ;:E_h?gf‘_‘“"? {GanEn - FE'E’ 2 l ! | .".3_. | _..L.., RS e SV RERT
During 1 964. iTetanus | 66 | 78 Bl B 21 1
Reinforcement ;Diphtheria l - ! e !_J-I-ﬂ 4| S D = AR R
L = : o B S X
Administered W_:hEm:,__nE Lot : = .;__él .L_.'-_ﬁ.j.___.. [ 2 S T e o RO (NS
During 1964. 'Tetanus e e e e HEALISE 89 &
SMALLPOX VACCINATIONS.
Months Years
Lge Group L= | 3-6 : o= | g9-12 “_ 1 | 2-4 1 5-14 E‘15 and over 7
: SR = apefe s | — e i et
i Vaceinations T s o R TR AT h L& | S = F 7 i
R e L L2t e i oL R S E S PR ey O e — e
ez eecosiin o DR TR TROTE o Y R R R N i

POLIOMYELITIS VACCINTIONS
| ACE CROUP !2nd. 3rd. Lth 3 Oral 3rd Oral | 4th Oral after |Lth Oral

:.in.j.': inj.i j.n,j-..l doses I af'ter 2 inj.] 2 ing and 1 oral 'iitiroiainji.

L : T e = i
i T e SR e AR T - - = |
iz DORSHNEE BN ! - [ - 1 i

| 1962 | 1 haBivlut o] 10,08 i 6 5 i
| 1961 =L ]: 10 ' = 3 [
[ LEER g 0 | 35 '[ 1 5 96 !
Aot o R I S O = 4 !
E Others I - — = 7 i 1 - 1 i,
‘ T T e G R i B T | 102 !
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Local Health Authority Services.

These are provided by the Wiltshire County Council. Health Visiting,
Midwif'ery, Home Nursing, and Home Help Services are all available in the
Borough, in addition to which chiropody services are provided for the elderly.

Infant Welfare Clinics are held at the New Park Strest Clinic weekly.
There are also held at this Clinic certain of the associated clinic
facilities of the School Health Service,

The new Clinic premises were openaed for use in September 1963,
The amenities preovided by such a "purpose-built" unit are greatly appreciated
by patients and staff.

0ld People.

Visits have been made during the year to old people who are either
known to the Medical Officer or who are brought to his attention by Social
Workers., It is accepted policy that the aged should continue to live in
their own homes for as long as possible, To this end existing public snd
voluntary services need to be used to their maximum advantage. Local Health
Authority Services are provided by thz Wiltshire County Council, but this
Council assist the aged both by housing and by financial help towards the
¥.V.5. Meals on Wheels Service,

Accommodation was dezlt with in some detail in the Annmual Report
for 1963. No new developments were started in 1964 but preliminary
negotiations were in hand regarding the site of the anticipated group dwelling.

Work on the new County Council Welfare Home proceeded tewards completion.

Action under the Nationa)l Assistance Acts 1948 and 1951.

The Council having certain powers under this Act with regard to elderly
or other perscns being in need of care and attention, have delegated their
iledical Officer to act in an emergency by cbtaining a Justice's Order so that
such person:s may be admitted to Hospital or suitable premises for a limited
period. ouch a procedure is only undertzken as a last rescrt.

Unfortunately, cne case oceurred early in the year requiring such
scticn. This ease concernad an zlderly woman with a grave chronic dizease,
wno had taken her discharge from Hospital and refused medical treatment
previously. ohe became increasingly incapacitated, to such a degree that
hospital admission was essentizl. As she refused to be admitted,
compulsory removal was the only solution.
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WATER SUPFLIES

YWater is supplied by the North Wilts Water Board who took cver the
function as Water Authority from the Council in October 1962,

Two sources, consisting oi' deep wells at Shepherds Shore and bore-
holes at Bourton, supply water to the Town through a 12" main from the
reservoir at Shepherds Shore. Up to this year little difficulty had arisen
I'rom the source other than short breaks in supply due to electrical failures
at Pumping Stestions, and there had been little fear of shortage. During
the sumrier of 1964, however, increasing anxiety was felt and by September, a
serious state of water shortage developed in most of the Beard's area, the
basic cause being a lack of rainfall during 1563 and 196.L.

Annual 956 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 196k |

1
'‘Rainfall 33.83 28.28 39.38 25.64 28.L3 28,60 20.&?

Rainfall during the months November = April provides the best
percolation through to the water bearing strata and in the past three years
these months have been comparatively dry e.g.

Pal nfall 958 59 lﬂgj,f’lso 1960/61  1961/62 15-62/63 12_6__541@1&
from

\liovember 16.50 17.47 19.36 14.28 13,09 13,10 F
jto April

The 1964 rainfall figure is the lowest of records available to the
Board and is 655 of the average over the past 27 years. Devizes has been as
seriously affected as any area by this emergency.

Normally, an average consumption of about 750,000 gallons per day is
reguired Irom the Devizes sources but during the Summer months an extraction
of below 650,000 gallons per day had been obtained, this resulting as well in
dangerously low pumping levels. A deficit of about 100,000 gallons per day
has had to be accepted and this has been met by the cutting off of the supply
to the Town each day for 10 hours at night time.

L comprehensive scheme has been prepared by the Board (with an
estimated requirement for this area of 900,000 gallons per day in 1990).
The anticipated increase in demand is tc be met by provision cf a new scource
capable of supplying at least 250,000 gallons per day, and by provisicn of a
link mains to enable water to be brought in to Devizes from the Board's
scurces at Chippenham. The link mains are to be laid in 1965 but when the
new sources in the Halmesbury area are brought in to use later in the year,
adequate supply should be secured.
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Water Supplies Contd.

Number of dwelling houses supplied from public water mains 2,944,

Number of population supplied by public water mains B, 755,

uality.

Lespite the derficiencies in quantity, gquality has remained
satisfactory. 18 raw samples of water have been taken by the North Wilts
Water Board during the year :-

e — e

, Date of Report . Frobable lumber of ! Probable Number
of ! Coliform bacilli i of Bact. coli (Type I)
Sanple. | Per 100 ml, ‘ per 100 ml,
I i e e
January 31st i Nil, i Nil.
i February 11th, 21st i il. i Nil.
iarch 6th, 19th I Nil. | Mil,
£pril Lih Nil. 1 Nil.
May 22nd Nil. 1 Nil.
Hay 30th 1 Nil.
June 16th i Il f Mil.
July 3rd Nil. - Nil.
August 5th { mil, l 10
sugust 21st . 7 o]
September 11th | Nil. | Nil.
i October 13th, 29th ! Nil. i Nil.
| November L4th, 27th I Nil, | Nil,
, December 16th | Nil, 1 Nil.

—— s

Humerous samples have been taken frem taps in the Town both by the
Water Board and your Public Health Inspector :=

Sdtls etﬂgi_

|
o
Number of samples taken by the ‘

. e o — e e A B

North wilts ®ater Board 52 0
HNumber cof semples talken by the :
. Public Health Inspector 35 | g
i Total &7 =

—_— e e S — . L

=11 =

I et
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Water Supplies Contd.

CHENMIGAL ANALYSIS

Shepherds Shore Pumping Staticn - Tapping on Rising liain 15.12.64.

Results in Parts

Per lillion.
Appearance s e Clear and bright.,
Ceclour e S Nil.
Turbidity vens S Nil.

Odour i Aw . niee Nil.

PH #eee v Telt
Electricity Conductivity aias 400
Chlorine present as Chloride .,... 9
Hardness: Total .,.... i 255 carbonate
Nitrate Nitrogen .... el 2.0
Ammonjacal Nitrogen oo Q.0
Albumincid Nitrogen S 0.0
Fluoride (F) i R Less than 0.1
letals Rty e Iron, zinc, copper & lead : sbsent.
Free Carbon Dioxide e 14
Dissolved Solids dried at 180 C 290
Llkalinity as Calcium Carbonate 210

210 Von=-carbcnate o 25
Nitrite Nitrogen .... et fbsent.

Oxygen absorbed .... Siata 0.C
Hesiduzl Chlorine.... sene ‘on

Silica S s ‘e

It shculd be noted that water from these
sources contains less than C.1 p.p.m. of
fluoride. This level is much lower than
hat recomuended of 1 p.p.m, for pretection
against dental decay.
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SEWERACE

Treatment is undertsken at two sewage works. One at Roundway
which serves the Hospital and Nursteed area, and the other at Bath Road
which takes sewage from the remainder of the Town (together with Roundway
Fark and the Barracks).

Sewage is compcsed mostly cof crganic matter which has a vast
appetite flor oxygen. The aim of the purification plant is to reduce
this oxidisable matter to a safe level so that the effluent may be
discharged into rivers without harming water life.

Samples are taken pericdically by the Avon River Board from beth

works, Figures for oxygen demand and suspended solids have been
satisfactory during 196..

HOUSING =196k,

During the past year the Council previded an additiecnal 132 dwellings
for letting. TWith the completiorn c¢f mayenne Place in October, 34 three
bedroomed houses, 60 two bedrcomed flats, 30 one bedroomed flats, 2 two
bedroomed bungzlows and 6 one bedroomed bungalows were made available,

Every opportunity was taken by the Letting Sub-Committee to make
the best use of accommodation availsble by transferring smaller families
to the flats, and thus leaving the houses for families with children.
Eleven such transfers were arranged, all on a2 voluntary basis.

It was possible, for the first time, to offer accommodation toc some
ten families who worked in the Berough but lived elzewhere.

Eastleigh Recad flats were made available for conversion as fast
as the work could be undertaken. S8ix pairs of flats were completed and
occupied during the year, bringing the total tec ten.

The modernisation scheme for the pre-war houses was commenced and
43 were completed, Vith the 12 houses zlready modernised in Deramore Row,
55 pre-war three bedrcomed houses have been provided with modern amenities.

Work was stcrted cn the Victoria Rcad extension, which will provide
o0 twe bedrooned flats and £ three bedroomed houses.

b
;)
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Housing Contd,

The total mumber of dwellings cwned and let by the Council at
%1 st December 1964 was :-

EFE'V%E- 1 .
1 bedroomed bungzlows Lt 2l
3 bedroomed houses i 242
L bedroomed houses 14
Cottages. M U S e e S
| 287 R 287
Post War.
1 bedrocmed bungalows 15
2 bedroomed bungalows 23
1 bedrcomed flats 117
2 bedroomed Flats 139
3 bedroomed flats &
2 bedroomed houses 3 30
3 bedroomed houses 11
, bedroomed houses L el
; LT . Th5_
1 032

i __....u.a.—.-—--

At the annual review in Jamuary, 166 applicants re-registered,
212 new applications were received during the year, and at 31st December
the number waiting was 2}5, uDPPrlSEﬂ as follows :=-

| ﬁppl¢carts w;th no chlldrer 88
i Lpplicants with one child 52
Applicants with two or more children | 32 = |

| R

! Applicants not living in the Berough i

i but who qualify for registration S

235 |

n the sections desling with Housing, Fater and Lewerage
t 5_¢es ne great pleasure to acknowledge the assistance

tir. R.E, Paget, Borough Surveyor, kr. C.KH. Phllllpﬁ,
Water Engineer for North Wilts Water Board, and ir. A.d.
Draper, Housing Officer.
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BOROUGH OF DEVIZES

e e

Health Department,
Northgate House,

Devizes,
Wiltshire,

To The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillers of the Devizes Borough Council.

hMr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my sixteenth Annual Report for the
year 196L.

The particulars in this Report are in conformity with the
¥inistry of Health Regulatiens and Requirements.

I wish to extend my thanks to the Chairman and tiembers of the
Health Committee for the support which they have given to me at all
times in dealing with the many irksome problems which have arisen
during the year. The cc-operation and help received from all members
of' the Ccouncil's staff is much appreciated.

I am, Mr. lHayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your cbedient Servant,

K. WILDEY.

Fublic Health Inspector.
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HOUSING

Over the past ten years 406 unfit hcuses have been dealt with
under the Housing Acts by either closing, clearance or repair action,
and a flew informally. This is seven short of the 1955 Seven-year Slum
Clearance programme. Of these, 296 have been demolished, 93 closed, and
17 repaired up to the standard fit for human habitation, Approximately
200 dwellings remain for action, by either repair, improvement, cleosure
or demolition. Only a house tc house detailed survey with cost factors
will reveal hew many of these dwellings are ripe feor clearance because
of' obsclescence sr being beyond repair or improvement at a reasonable
expense.

During the year, Closing Orders were made on two houses, and the
basement living-rooms of two cther dwellings. Undertakings were received
from owners to demolish twelve unf'it hcuses as soon as practicable after
the tenants of the remaining five occupied houses were rehoused. 3ix
houses were repaired and made it under the Housing Acts and Public Health
Acts.

The Ministry confirmed Compulsory Purchase Orders cn the lands
and properties in the proposed Nursery Redevelopment Area (21 hecuses).

Property Repairs.

Owners were informally asked to abate the follewing :=-

" Remedied,  Outstanding.:

Defective waste pipes.
Defective ceilings.
Defective wall plaster.
i Defective floors,

i Defective windows,
Defective eaves gutters.
Provide food-store.
Dampness remedied.

. Defective roofs.
Defective peving.
Defective doors.
Defective W.C. s.
Defective chimney stack.
Iry rot remedied.
Defective pointing.
Ruboish removed from cellars.
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FProgress | eturns forvarded to the ulnlaTry of Housing and Local Gﬂvernment

Displaced | Dluplaﬂﬂﬂ
1rPer OIS . Families.

. '
| Number of Houses DEMOLISHED. 5 !

|  In Clearance Areas

|
{ 4. Houses unfit for human habitation ..!15 5 : 5

I
I
| |
i 2, Heuses included by reasocn of bad | !
' arrangement, .o .e ..é & 0 0 !
! 3. Houses on land acquired under Section; ! | ;
! 43(2) Housing heot, 1557. .- vl OIS 0 0 |
| ik |
| i i
| Iot in Clearance Areas | ! i
! 4. A5 a result of formal or informal : j
! procedure under Section 17(4) j . !
i :’iﬂusin,_—_:,' J.:Ct_.,. 1;5?1 (] - @ 16 E D {:} !
: 5. Local Authority cwned houses , ;
certified by the ledical Orficer ! i
of Health i = 0 o o] |
6. Houses unfit for human habitation E
where action has been taken under |
lﬂcal j:CtE & @ [ [ D 0 {:}
7« Unfit houses included in Unfitness
Orders - e A ) 0 O
Totals S g Ll e
Number cf Unfit Houses CLOSED.
! !
: B, Under Section 16(L4), 17(1) and |
: 35(1) Housing kct, 1957 .. -. 20 56 28
E 9. Under -ections 17(3) and 26 }
| Housing Act 1857 .o ..i (6] 0 0
i 10. Parts of bulldings closed under
i Section 1€ Housing Act, 1957 ..{ 3 & 3
|
i r._ oot - =LA e T e B
: Totals (52 S5 ; 31 !
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UNFIT HOUSES HADE FIT AND HOUSES I vHICH DESECTS WERE REiEDIED.

E By Owner : By Local !utaurity
S A sy L
11. Lfter informal action by local | !
} authority .... veuse aiaainn i | o]
| 12, ifter Tormal nctice under - 1 i
| (a) Public Hemlthihots ooz k9 8
1 1
: (b) Sections 9 and 16 Housing | 5
i Eﬁt, 195? @ e @ R i D :i D
I
! 15. Under Section 24, Housing Act i |
i 1957. Bl ST A 0 5 0
MHFii HUUBE- IN T_.EﬂEITW USE {Hﬂusing fiet, 195?]

i No. of Ne. cf Separate
y Houses :Iwellings contained
jin Column (1)

F (1) ] (2)

f

14. Ketained for temporary
accommodation :-

(a) Under Section 48

i
(b) Under Section 17(2) | 0
(¢c) Under Section 46 I 0 5 0
15. Licensed for temporary ' E
ﬂccupatlon under Section F |
34 or 53 o U o 0

= rarwmm  —

PURCHASE 'a—-“a‘a:s'Es BY LGREEAENT.

L s e e e —————————r e S ]

T
|
i No. of INo. ef occcupants
j Houses of houses in

i - | Column (1)

(A (2)

1c. Houses in Clearance Areas other
than those included in confirme
Clearance Qrders or Compulsory
Purchase Orders, purchased ﬁur*n% }
the yezar, : 0 ! 0
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IMPROVEKENT GRANTS

Discretionary Grant.

Four schemes were spproved during the year, consisting of :=-

1. Bathroom extension with modern amenities.

2. Conversion of one dwelling inte two seli'-contained flats.

5. Froviding nine flats from one dweliing for elderly people
- %, V.5, Housing Associztion.

L4, Improving four cottages occupied by elderly people.

One scheme was completed at a total cost of £528.

Standard Grants.

Seventeen schemes were aporoved for grants up tc 2 maximum of £2,070.

Eleven schemeshave been completed during the year, six of which were

approved during 1963 :-

i Laximum ; Amount iGost of | Total cost 3 Emenlties Provided.

- N s 0

i et ot

Grant. | Paid. Hepairs.i of Works. !Baths. I.W.  W.C. E-i “Larders, V.B.'

me s e s e e _I. == ¥ e s e —— | —

| £1,515. | £660. £324. ; P e N R T iy
i ! | I

e ——— - m— S e e e B el et S st ot |,._....,...._..... e e e s e

6

E- J

T |

Since 1960 the fﬂllwing number of hcouses, not including Council houses,

have been improved with the aid of grants :-

S —— ————a = L S ol e e, Bl oo P o

Year Schemes aporoved. lumber of Houses Impr'aved .
1960 - 1961 26 |
1961 - 1962 16
1962 - 1363 7 I ,
1963 - 1964 14 |
1064 - 1965 15 i
| Total 38 |
i m——— |

The Hauslng Act 196k came intec operation in August a2nd introduced
changes vhich affsct the procedure for the im prcve“ent of dwellings in
several respectis and in ge: ercl, the main purpcses of the fLct is to
accelerate the improvement of improvable hcuses which have a reascnable
1ife and lack essentizl zmenities by compulsien where necessary and
practicable, as well as g“v*n& cuners incressed finsncial inducements to
encourage the carrying cut-of imprcvements veluntarily.

"l.‘.! f_‘.l‘\.
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Izprovement Grants Contd.

Iiscretionary Grants are incressed from £400, to £500, where
conversion of houses are three cr more storeys high.

Standard Grants.

The Council can give approval to a reduced standard if' they are
satisfied that the full standard cannot be provided at reasonable expense.
The basic grant may now be increased to a maximum of £350, when the
full scheme costs £700., or half of the additional amount of the reasonable
cost of the work, where the Council consider it necessary to provide -

1. & bathroom by structural or conversion work,

2, Septic Tank drainage.

3. £ piped water supply within the dwelling for the first time.
Cther amendments affecting standard grants are :=

(a) Fixed maximum amount of cost tc provide hot water at the bath

£55., sink £25., and wash-hand basin £15,, if one or more
fittings are already provided with hot water.

(b) A pertion of the cost of combination water-heaters cr ccokers
with back-boilers for space heating, now qualifies for grant.

(c) Architects' and Surveyors' fees now rank for grant,

OFFICES, SHOFS AND RAILWAY PRENISES ACT, 1963,

Under this Let all existing offices, shops and railway premises
must be registered by the 31st July, 1964, Thereafter new premises
before cccupation and cduring change of cccupler must be registered.

This Lct nakes every local authority responsible for enfercing
its general provisions upon cwners and occupiers of premises. The basic
task of the inspector is to visit the premises in order to see whether
they are discharging their duties and to secure a unifiorm and satisfactory
standard of compliance, mainly in respect of registration, cleanliness,
overcrowding, heating, ventilation, lighting, sanitary accommcdaticn,
washing facilities, drinldng-water supply, accommodation for clothing,
seating for sedentary workers, eating facilities, soundness of structure
of floors, passages and staircases, first-aid, dangerous condition and
practises etec.
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Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Contd.

Further the Act requires local authorities to continue routine
inspections of all premises from time to time to see that requirements
are being fully maintained, and to give detailed reports to the kKinistry
upon accidents. The liinistry do not suggest a frequency for periodical
inspections of premises, although it is emphasised that all premises
should receive an initial inspecticn as scon as possible, and not to be
lef't as a residual duty whenever there is time to spare., Unfortunately,
as you will see from the table below, owing to pressure of work, it was
possible te make generazl inspections upon only $ premises from the
1st August onwards, but it is antioipated with assistance, that the number
will increase during 1965.

The folloving is an extract from the Annual heport required by the
Ministry of Labour giving particulars of premises registered during 1964 -

. Number of Registefed ? Analysis of
Premises Premises | Persons employed
. Registered. |Heceiving in Registered :
: General | Premises, by
! Inspecticns. | Workplace. o
’ B R AT f :
i | :
Offices 53 = ' 353 :
' HRetail Shops 108 7 55
: wholesale Shops, Warehouses i ' 0 i 71
? Catering Establishments
| open to Publiec, Canteens
: ete, 9 0 118 5
! Fuel Storage Depcts 1 . 0 2 _
P —— CEc ST ) e J' —_—
178 ' 9 I 1,055

F (474 males H
' (585 females)

Number of wvisits of all kinds to registered premises .... 27 :

|

!

| u : = =

| Number of exempticns and prosecutions Cn
i

0O
Fumber of accidents e 0
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INSPECTION OF DATETES AND MILK SAMPLING.

There are ten distributors of milk on the Register, including
Tour retail shops, two vending machines and four dairies. The dairies
are inspected regularly. Twenty-two inspections were made and 230 samples
of milk submitted for cleanliness and pasteurising efficiency tests; four
sets of washed bottles were submitted for examination,

i L n s — i s = e

Number of Milk Samples | Type of Examination Void lPﬂsaeﬁl Failed.|
Taken. ' y ' _____ e | R

P - - —— o — gy e e e e+ - AelE . iE - —— i v
169 | Cleanliness i 23 | 140 B
. { ]
61 Heat Treatment | 0O | 61 ]
efficiency = | !

7
Twenty-three of' these samples submitted gave

void results cwing to permissible atmospheric
shade temperature being exceeded.

Foerty-nine of' the samples submitted for cleanliness tests were
also submitted for biological tests and all were found to be satisfactory
except one, which was positive for Brucella abortus, With the co-coperation
of the Dairyman, the milk from this source was directed for pasteurisation,

THE LIQUID EGG (PASTEURISATION) REGULATIONS 1963.

There are no egg pasteurisation plants in the Borough.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT

Sewers and Drains.

L considerably amount of time was spent dealing with complaints of
choked, defective and leaking drainage systems at 16 properties, especially
where the drains served two or more precperties in different ownerships,
and the owners disputed liability. The cost cf repair and renewals in
four particular instances were £500., £242., £174., and £53. Tvwo of
which were done through the Council in default.

EXAMINATION OF PLAIS

Deposited plans received in the Borough Surveyor's Department relating
to the construction cor planning of food premises, ;hnps, facteories, and other
buildings with which the Public Health Department is concerned,were examined
for ccmpliance with relzative statutes administered by this Department.

- -
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inf'ormal notices sent and follow up wvisits made,

1
|

e e S S A e

i . b S S

i Food exposed to possible contamination

DISREPATRE CERTIFICATES

No applications for disrepair certiricates were received during
the year,

COMNON LODGING HOUSES

There are no Common Lodging Houses in the Borough.

FOOD HYGIENE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS 1960

Food Premises were visited as of'‘ten as time would permit and

Defective walls
Defective ceilings
Defective floors
Absence of washing facilities
rbsence of hot water to wash-hand basins
Absence of water closet
Cloethes in foodrooms
Untidiness
Animals in kitchen
Waste-bins unsatisfactory
Faulty food equipment
Food cocked on unregistered premises
Redecoration of focd-rooms required
Dirty sanitary conveniences
Dirty foodroonms
Absence of nail=brush
Absence of first-aid
i essroom 1. Not heated
2. No table,
Cracked crockery
Dirty cutlery
Dirty cellar

e L ——

S e e T T e ) S

Food Inspection.

T S P S

e |

=

= P
=0 = = 2 =00 MW N = 0= R DD

e
[
e T il L i St

. N L ERE——

Deficiencies found wera:-

Feod examined and woluntarily surrendered by Shopkeepersz, Canteens

e morra

Tins Cwt. 1bs. ozs.
- Beef 60 0. '
6L leat 105 i
- Pork 17. 12. .
- Turkey 9. 0. i
63 Vegetables - = '
25 Fruit g e i
- ¥ilk Powder FoRetanre B |
1 Creanm - - |
15 Eilk - - H
3 Cresmed Rice - - 1

and Institutions as unfit for human consumpticn was :=

e LT T —— T

" Tins
= Haddock
4 TFish
3 HRasberry Jam
1 llarmalade
i Jar Capers

Cwt. Ibs. ozs.

28,

Frozen Foods

25 pkts. lieat
56 pkts. Vegetables
20 pkts. Fish

B e = s

11 pkts.Past:yf

1 pkt. Creanm |
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Food Hysiene (Genersl) Regulations, 1960 Contd.

Breatn Screens.

Iraders have been most co-operative in providing breath screens to
protect food from possible risk of contamination, but I regret to say
that it has been necessary on 17 cccasions to ask shopkeepers tc remove
unwrapped f'cod from the shelf forming the top of the breath screen.

ABFIDEEN TYPHOTD FEVER QUTBREAX AND CORNED BEET.

Acting upon the Iinistry's instructions to local authorities all
Vorks' Canteens, Hospitals, School Kitchens, Restaurants, Cafes, Grocers'
Shops, Butchers' Shops and premises serving mesls (130 in all) within the
Borough, were visited, and a considerable number of tins of cocrned beef
were examined; 65 tins bearing the Argentine Establishment markings
were found and arrangenents made for their return to the wWholesalers for
binisterial action.

e ———— L R A

The premises of two Pig and Poultry Dealers are licensed with the
Local Authority for beiling swill,

The premises were visited approximately once a month.

Investigaticns inte a complaint of smell revealed that a farmer
Was breeding pigs and poultry on a large scale and beiling swill on
unlicensed premises. The premises and methods of storage were very
unsatisfactory. An Informal Notice was served and the farmer decided
to buy cooked pig food instead of erecting premises for the proper storage
and boiling cf swill, on account of building costs.

PETROLEUM (REGULATTON) ACTS, 1928 & 1936.

Four petroleum installations were approved (twe for private use)

10 tanks, £11 the work was supervised and the tanks pressure teated
before licensing. One disused installation was rendered safe by filling
with water, and the licence cancelled, Three underground petroleum tanks
and pipelines were tested under the "over twenty year life rule®, One
tank and set of pipelines from another tank failed the test. The tank
was made cbsolete and rendered safe and the pipeline renewed.
here zre 31 premises registered under this fet which are regularly

to ensure they maintein the regquired standard.

(=]

T
inspecte

CLRLVAN SITES, LND CCNTKOL OF DEVELOPRENT ACT, 1960.

Licences were granted to the occupiers of land for the stationing
T

of a carsvan at two sites and the conditions imposed by the Council were
fully complied with. There are now four carawvan sites in the Borough,
one caravan on each site.
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PEST AND INSECT CONTROL

Complaints cf serious cockrcach infestation at three premises
necessitated regular calls and systematic treatments.

The degree of infestation wes considerably reduced at twe of
these premises, but in the third instance, the infestation continues to
give serious trouble, owing to the flact that there are wery long lengths
of’ inaccessible heating ducts, which prevent us getting at the nests.
While there has been a reduction of inflestation in this third case,
nevertheless, it continues to require our regular follow up visits and

reatment.

HODENT CONTROL

The Devizes Berough and Rural District Councils ccntinue, with
mitual satisfaction, to share the services of the Redent Operative on
alternate veeks throughout the year.

In addition to dealing with infestation by rats and mice, the
Redent Operative also attended to complaints involving the ridding of
premises of rabbits, moles, grey squirrels, wocdworm, ants and wasps nests
etc.

Sixty-f'our complaints of rats and mice infestation were received which
necessitated surveys of adjeining properties.

159 treatments and 2,015 visits to dwellings, business premises,
Institutions, garden-sheds, poultry runs, pig-sties, sewage works and the
Borough Refuse Tip were csrried out. The Borough sewers were treated twice,
covering sixty-nine and sixty-five manholes on each occasion.

The cores cf the infestations were found in the sewers in Statien Foad

and New Park Street, with light infestations in The Brittox, Southbroom and
Korris Lane,

Sl
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SUIMMARY OF DUTIES

Inspections made in respect of -

HOUSING - House inspections
Hevisits
Rent Act
Improvement Grants
Overcrcowding Complaints
Ruinous buildings
Houses in Multiple Lettings.

PUBLIC - Drains: Smoke-tested
P ALTH Colour=tested
tater-tested

Public Health nuisances

Public Health nuisances abated

Scheol Inspections

Visits to works in progress

Clean Zir hLct

Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963.
Unclean houses.

FOOD - Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960.
Food Inspections
Food and Drugs Act
Hospital/School kitchens
Dairies
heat-staining Regulations
Food poisoning
liiscellaneous visits in connection with corned beef
(Typhoid precauticns)
Visits in connection with: (a) Milk sampling
(b) Water sampling.

FACTORIES =Factories or Work Flzaces

RODENT -Rodent Control

CONTROL Fest Complaints

MISCELL- -Disease of fnimels (Waste Food) Order, 1957

LNEQUS Farms
Caravan Sites - Control of Development Aet, 1960
Pet Shops
Petroleum Acts
Air-pressure Tests applied to petroleum tanks
Visgits in connection with Inflecticus Disease
Interview with Euilders/ﬂwnersfﬁE;resentatives
Other Miscellaneous visits

tatutory Notices served
Informal Notices served

SeE

39
25
Nil.
60
Nil.

53
13
23
55

144,

Nil,

120
353

11

Nil.

131
67

21

Nil.
23
11

13
mil.

157
105

66
107
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OQFFICTAL PUBLICATIONS ISSUED DURING THE YEAR

Girculars

Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations, 1959 g
F.S5.H2/6L Public Health (Imported Food) Regulations iJE?
No. 1fa+ and 14/64 Building Control.
No. 3/6L Civil Defence: Care of the Homeless.

S.H.4/64 Public Health (Imported Food) Regulaticns 1937 and 1935
Technical Circular 0.8 Sewer Rat Harbourage.
No.53/6l Fousing Act, 1564 Compulsory Improvement of Dwellings.
No.59/6L Housing Aot, 1964 (Registration of Urder) Rules 1964.
No.51/64 Housing ﬁmﬁ; 1364 - Houses in ¥ultiple Occupaticn.
No.%1/6L Housing 2ct, 1964.

Statutory Instruments.

No.19 leat (Treatment) Regulations.
No.144 Pc1sons (Fluoroacetamide and Fluoroacetanilide)Rules 196i.
No.191 Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963,
No.1231 Offices Shops znd Reilway Premises Act (Exempticn Ne.2) Order.
No.1247 Offices Shops and Railway Premises fct (Annual Reports) Urder.
Neo.12E3 Hineral Hydrocarbon in Food Regulations 1964.
No.1327 Offices, Shops and Railway Premises (First-aid) Regulations 1964.
36.132_ Offices at Building Operations eic. (First-aid) Regulations 1964k.
I0.96L Offices, Shcps and Ra;l*ay Premises Act, 1963 (Exemption No,1) Order 1364.
No.965 0ffices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 (Washing Facilities)
Regulations.
No.966 Offices, Shops and Reilway Premises fct, 1963 (Sanitary Conveniences)
Regulations 136.4.
No.370 Offices, Shops and Railway Premises First Aid Order 1964 and Railway
Premises Act, 1963 5.S8. 24(2)(b), 80(3)(4).
No.1045 0ffices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 (Commencement No,2) Order 196

Fublications,

O0ffices, Shops and Rai Llway Premises Aot, 1963.

Infestion Control No.7 Effici ency of Furfnrlr gtc. against rats and mice.

H.C. hc-51/6h.HDuE1H: Aet, 196k Houses in Lultiple Gecupaticn.

Circular No.53/6L Housing ket, 1964 Gcmpulscry Improvement of Dwellings,

Llnlstr' of Labour Factories fet, 1961 Duties of Local Authority.

Kinistry of Labour Offices, *ncqs and Railway Premises Act, 1963 Advice on First-
£id trestment.

Einistry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food :- Technical Circular No.9. Control of
¥ice with cust and poison solution.

Ministry of Aghiculture, Fisheries and Focd :- Technical Circular No.10 - New
Hocdenticide.
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Part I of the Act.

1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as te health (including inspections
made by the Public Health Inspector).

Premises ! Nunmber e Number e =
1 on : | Written Dccupiers
y Register __TE;Eect19n; HGFlGEE Prﬂseeutpd
(%) (5)

(1) G20 ) (3)

(i) Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and |
& are to be enflorced. I B

| (ii)Factories notincluded |
in (i) in which Section [
7 is enforced by the | ;
Local Authority. {62 ; 6 1
i
]
|
1

LI ep———

P T Sy

; |

- | i

(iii)Other premizes in which i i

Sectien 7 is enforced by | ! §

the Local Authority ! !

(excluding out-workers' | _ i
premises?. ? 1 f I ‘ = -
TOTALS | 51? -' 17 ] L -

BT ST RS R T —— = _— 5. = - ———— e Eme =tea

2, Cases in which Defects were found, ISR
=5 ‘___""h-_h""h'"TE:"SfrEases in which defects No. of cases in

Particulars : were found., nhich prosecutions
fuund Bemedied,  Heferred _were instituted.

|To H.M. | By H.Md

i - ' Inspector’ Inspect-

| o) R

(1) I e T RO R O

¥ant of Cleanliness
B e
Overerowding (S.2)
Unreasonable .
Temperature (5.3). P DR e -
Inadeguate | :

ventilation (S..4). - - } -
Ineffective f :
drainage of floors
(Elé}lll!lrlilfilil! :
Sanitary Conveniences l

L
LSt
I
1
]

(T b P Saalad

(a)Insufficient

(b)Unsuitable or .
Defectivecses -ues b ; 1

(c)Net separate
fOr SeXeS..sccsnss e = -

Other offences against i

the Let(not including ,

! Quiwork). e =

. |
e = B - — - = = -

1
1

. B e R I R —
R T T
-
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