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DesroroUGH,

Februavy 21st, 1912,

THE DESBOROUGH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

(GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit to you the Twentieth
Annual Report on the health and sanitary condition
of the Desborough Urban District for the year ended
December 31st, 1911.

The area of the District 1s 2,307 acres. As a result
of the Census, taken in 1911, the population of the
District was found to be 4,093, an increase of 520 upon
the figure (3,573) recorded in 1go1. It will therefore be
observed, on referring to the Annual Report for 1910,
that in estimating the population for that year, an error
in excess, viz. 207, was made,

In Table I, furnished by the Local Government
Board and hereto appended, the necessary corrections
respecting the population, birth-rate and death-rate
figures, have been made for the years 1go6-1g910, in
accordance with the information provided by the 1911
Census.

I have estimated the population to the middle of
IQII as 4,106,

Births and Birth-rate.

The corrected number of births was g8,—56 males
and 42 females (including that of an illegitimate,) one
birth having taken place outside the District. The












Scarlet Fever.

During the period from the meonth of January te
that of September, cases of Scarlet Fever continued to
crop up at varving intervals and reached a total of 19
for the year. There is little doubt that unrecognised
cases were accountable for the majority of those actually
notified. Happily, all the cases, that came under observa-
tion, with the exception of one, were of an exceedingly
mild tyvpe, and no death was attributed to the disease.

Diphtheria.

In January, there was notified one case of Diphtheria,
which, unfortunatelv, came under treatment at too late
a stage, for in spite of several injections of antitoxin at
the expense of the Council, it proved fatal. On a careful
inspection of the premises where the case in question
occurred, the w.c. pans were found to be in a dirty con-
dition and the drains blocked. Steps were at once taken
to have these Sanitary defects remedied.

Enteric Fever.

The only case of Enteric Fever that occurred during
the year was reported in October and made a good
recovery. No local insanitary conditions were detected
to account for the occurrence of this case in question,
and the water supply was above all suspicion.

In view of the existence of Typhoid Carriers, it is of
interest to note that several members of the same family,
including the parents of the patient referred to, have, in
past vears, suffered from the attacks of Enteric Fever.

German Measles.

Cases of German Measles have come under obser-
vation, more or less, throughout the whole year. In
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Thanks, however, to the beneficial effects on the well
of the heavy rainfall in December, it was found possible
by Christmas day to permit of a cmltlnuuus supply dailv
from 6.30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

It having been again practically demonstrated that
the present source of water supply alone could not be
depended upon to meet the full needs of the District
without greatly risking the promotion of conditions
likely to endanger the public health, the Council deter-
mined upon using every possible means of hastening the
conclusion of the negotiations which had been in pro-
gress for some considerable time past, and had in view
the obtaining of a supplementary source of water. The
happy result of this was that they were in a position to
apply to the Local Government Board for sanction to
borrow £ 4,430.

On October 6th, an inquiry into the subject matter of
the application in question was held by A. W. Brightmore,
Esq., D.Sc., M.I.C.E., an Inspector of the L.G.B., when I
attended and gave evidence. In due course, the
necessary sanction for the whole scheme was obtained by
the Council, who lost no time in procuring tenders for
carrving it out; the accepted tender for the works alone
being £3,161. It is anticipated that the whole will be
completed and the scheme in operation by the early part
of the coming summer. .

During the year, water has been laid on to 12 houses.
It is also proposed to extend the water main in Pioneer
Avenue and to supply the cottages in the neighbourhood
of Lower King Street, Co-operative Estate, (where at
present the wauter utilised for drinking purposes is
derived from shallow wells,) with the town water.
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carried out, I suggest that he be instructed to arrange
for such wvisits and to record them when made.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.

From time to time the Dairies, Cowsheds and
Milkshops in the district, five, seven and one in
number respectively, have been inspected. The only
serious complaint reported had reference to a Cowshed
and Dairy on the same premises. Here, the drainage
and pavement were defective, the ventilation in-
sufficient and the cow-manure (in the absence of a
proper receptacle) is deposited in a backyard in the
immediate vicinity of the Dairy and of dwelling houses,
thereby tending to the promotion of a very objection-
able and insanitary state of affairs, likely to affect,
adverselv, not only the health of those living 1n the
neighbourhood, but also the wholesomeness of the
milk supply. It is hoped that the matter which has
been unsatisfactory for a considerable time will receive
very early and sufhcient attention without the necessity
of the Council adopting rigorous measures.

Factories and Workshops, (Bakehouses.)

In company with the Sanitary Inspector, I have
periodically inspected the factories, workshops and
workplaces in the district in accordance with the
provisions of the Factory and Workshops Act of
1gOl.

Particulars of the nuisances discovered will be
found in the Statement appended to this Report. It
will be seen that they have reference mainly to want
of cleanliness, necessity of lime-washing, dirty pans
and floors of w.c.’s, and lack of sufficient ventilation :
all of which were immediately abated upon their being
pointed out to the manufacturers, or others concerned,
except the last mentioned class of cases. AsI have on
previous occasions reported, it seems evident in the
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