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Public Health Dept.,
The Council House,
Corporation Street,
Derby.

To THE (HAIRMAN AND MEMBERS 0F THE HEALTH AND
EpvcaTioNn (OMMITTEES,

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Reports for the year
1948,

July 5th, 148, was the all-important date when some important services
administered by the local authority were transferred to other newly constituted
hodies. The bringing into operation of the National Health Service Act
meant the loss, by the authority, of the Cityv and Borough Fever Hospitals,
and the Clinical Tuberculosis and Venereal Diseases Services. On the other
hand, certain new duties such as ambulance services, home nursing, prevention,
care and after-care of illness, were added to those already administered by
the local health authority. Thus the Department saw many changes take
place, not only in organisation but also in transference of staff. The whole
complicated business went off without a hiteh, and it speaks well for the
goodwill shown by the local anthority and the new hospital managements.
Although sorry to lose the hospital services, the Health Department will
now be able to concentrate all the more on prevention, which after all is its
main duty, Nobody will deny that administration of the general curative
services encroached much on time, with a consequent lessening of that which
should have been spent on prevention and socio-medical work generally,
Only time, however, will show whether the divorcing of the eurative and
preventive aspects of tuberculosis and infectious diseases will bring about
the much-desired effects.

The National Assistance Act transferred to the Health Department all
-the duties concerning the welfare of handicapped persons. Thus the welfare
of the blind is now the duty of the Department, and steps are being taken
to ascertain the needs of other handicapped people in the town, preparatory
to the formulation of schemes. All other duties under the Act, as it affects
the local authority, are carried out by the Welfare Committee, 1 am glad
to state that co-operation between the two departments is excellent and
augurs well for this new service,

The estimated population has inereased by 1,770 to 141,800. The birth
rate has dropped from 2209 (1947) to 18.65 (1948).  There has also been a
decrease in the death rate, 10.97 as compared with 12.25 last vear, together
with a decrease in the stillbirth rate from 22.9 (1947) to 18.1 {i[i—-i-S}. 1t will
be noted in the report that no deaths ocowrred from puerperal sepsis. Last
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hildven were found to be verminous, and unless whole families consent fo
‘bl: L}egﬁﬁecf t.hemlia little hope of getting rid of the habitual offender. _Health
eduoation has indeed a hard task set before it. The figure of 655 handicapped
children in the town merits great attention to this problem, and I am happy
to state that when the new school for delicate children is opened a considerable
advance will have been made.

During the period January Ist—July 4th, 1948, 456 successful vaqni-
nations were done on infants, whereas only 27 were done during the period
July 5th—December 31st, 1948. No doubt the repeal of the Vaceination
Acts had a lot to do with this large decrease in numbers. It was hoped that
persuasion would be better than compulsion, but results so far show that the
public do not respond so well for vaccination as they do for immunisation
against diphtheria, The idea of smallpox seems too remote for them.

For the first time no case of diphtheria occuwrred during the year. This
is most satisfactory, and shows us the beneficial results which one can obtain
with a vigorous campaign of immunisation.

Mention must be made of housing cases of pulmonary tuberculosis.
Because of the housing shortage, onlyv infectious cases are referred to the
Housing Committee for re-housing, and this type of case should be an absolute
priority one. In the report it will be seen that the average length of stay
in hospital for a pulmonary tuberculosis patient is 2346 days. It need
hardly be mentioned that treatment for the tuberculosis patient is a most
costly one. Further, the most fruitful source of early cases is to be found
i contacts of already established cases, During the vear, Dr. Grace found
that 21 such contacts were suffering from active tuberculosis. Throughout
the country the incidence of pulmonary tuberculosis could be substantially
reduced if we put into effect already existing knowledge of this disease.

Adequate housing of the tuberculous would go a long way in achieving
this much-desired effect. Apart from the physical danger of infection, the
mental stress and strain in an overcrowded tuberculous household is enough
to tax the strength of most. If a modest 59, of adequate housing could be
carmarked for the tuberculous in the next few yvears, pressure on hospital
beds would be eased, a lot of money saved, and much human misery abolished.

During the year the new Mental Welfare Sub-Committee was established
andl some wvaluable work has been done in this sphere. The Occupation
Centre for mentally defective children moved into new premises, but un-
fortunately not all children could be accommodated because of lack of fully.
trained staff. Excellent work has also been done in care and after-care of
persons suffering from other forms of mental illness, as a perusal of the report
will show. The work is as yet new to the Department and in its infaney.

Although the service did not commence until July 5th, 1948, 126 cases were
dealt with during the vear.

The work of the Almoner’s Department was considerably expanded
during the Vear, and in the latter half alone 666 interviews were made and
132 patients dealt with. Prior to July 5th, 1948, only tuberculous patients
were mainly helped, but with the passing of the National Health Service
Act all cases of illness or injury are eligible for help and advice,
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I—GENERAL.

STATISTICAL SUMMARY.

Area of Borough ... - - . 8,133 Acres.

hlgheat Burt-ﬂn Road ... 325 ft.
Elevation above sea level— lowest, Alvaston Ward... 128 ft-

Market Place ... s 1BT 1.
Population at Census, 1931 iqi:;::]ﬁ ?g'g?ﬁ e 142,403
Estimated Population for 1948 . e 141,800
Number of Houses (1931 Ganaua] o ... 34,875

3 Inhabited Houses at end of 1948 {aomrdmg to Rate Books) 39,630
No. of Uninhabited Houses at end of 1948 (according to Rate Books,

inel. prop. scheduled for demolition) e Y e 40
Number of Families or separate Occupiers (Census 1931) . e 35,049
Number of persons per acre at Census, 1921... 246

i A L 1981... 20-0

Number of persons per House at Census, 1921 = ... 455
" ’ s 1931 3-97

Rateable Value of the Borough (General Rate) £1,010,535
Estimated amount realised by a Penny Rate . £3,950
1948. Rate per thousand

population.
NERERIRQER. ook S et s, i o s iy LB = ks i b a SR

Total. Males. Females.
Live Births, ]Legitima.te 2496 1,271 1,225
)

(Registered I]legitima,te 149 71 78

Total 2,645 1,342 1,303 Birth rate 1865
Still Births {Hr:girah-;'mlj 48 29 19 Rate per 1,000

total births 18]

Births (notified) wi D508 - i
Deaths 1,556 20 736 Death rate ... 10-97
Percentage of Total Deaths occurring in Public Institutions ... 444
Excess of Births registered over Deaths 1,089
Deaths from Puerperal Causes— Rat.a per 1,000 total
Deaths. (live and atﬂl} hirths.
Puerperal Sepsis —_ & =
Other Puerperal Causes 3 1-12
Total 3 1.12

E— -

el i e Y L s R
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Causes of, and Ages at Death, during 1948.

DeATHS TN OR BELONGING TO WHOLR T
| DISTRICT AT SUBJOINED AGES. Duitnfm
| s | E|E (2| BB . ol PusLic

] =|£ B = --:-|E'|E‘:- IxstiTUTIONS.
Cavses or DEATH. slel=|=|~=| R(B[N3]|8 == -
0 | (R " T - - | S BER ;
4|~ 8|8 5|5 2| E| S!S |8 |¢¥ S
2|5|3|5|%|5 /58|58 8|8 5|8 28sd
' Sla|las|a|a(e @ 4|8 a|a 5 mg Z B
Pl=lelziz|ginjg |88 |8)n S
d Parat hmd '
Cerebro-Spinal FB'FEI‘ e N | Bl (| [ | L o ] e 1 g
Eﬂﬂ!‘lﬁt FWE: h, 3 3 5 3 - o
m H ug o] awn axn T wuw ani anm aaE aws 3 1 P
In tg::-]ga. Al e B 1 i
Tu losis of Raap rﬂ-‘iﬂT‘F
System e Bl |l 8l 39] am 2% B 6l s. e Ely
Other Forms uf']:‘nhernu
losis ... 19 1] 9 .. | L 4 3 .. H ... N 9 5.
Syphilitic Diseases P (O 1 [T PR | e D | S | . 3] 5 2 8 3
Iﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ.ﬁm naw s EE saa saw a. T A T saw T aww 253 amm ama o 1 -
Measles fs [P e e sean Joinas | waw | oeee | i 3
Acuta Polio & Polio En-
cophalitis 14 T el el e e 5 i | N .
Acute Infectious Enueph
- alitis ... RO R [ [aerre] i ) P 1 Dl fuss 1] e
Cancer of Buccal mmg o) P O e |Gee IR el B PR i R
Cancer of Uterus .. W Ll s s L 1 3 71 & 2 .
Cancer of Btnmal:-.h and
mﬂ?fuﬁu;‘::;ﬂt‘ :‘E i -:1_' g lg ; 11} 10| ..
Cancar of ATl Othor Siten.. 130] oo | oo | oo | o] ™2 1| 8] 21] 26 H 55|
ot ek e T e S el e R e 2 3| & 6 7.
Intra-Cranial “-’a—auulnr '
Lesions vea] JOBE var B ons | el |y e 1 8 331 51 74 b7 15 ...
Hﬁnrll:ri];waﬂ.aa ufamulmr 44 L] ] 1 1l 9 34 72 154] 170] 122 a3 ...
Sory Byt o 0 ol B8 Lobai] v |l s [ 2 6 7 200 33 20| 10
Erntluhit.uii... ?l] 2 1| L 38 b 15 23 200 22 ... |.
Preumon a.lmhq..bl E 5::,: " I | e Il 2 3 3 5} o) 15 36| 23] .
mﬂthnrmmReupr mdmnuu . ST el e
d.ha:uam fg ..1.4 it Ml 7l R 1 3 fi b 7 3 % B
Ap gitis 4 1| W . B | R R |
O'mlgmtwe Diseases..| 39| ... | ... % i .:;. ; 11 - Eg[ -
Nephritis ... 1 S | | B | H ﬂ b
Puerperal and Post Abor.. I B B L
tive Sepsis ... e T W] g g s
Other Maternity Causes .. S e R M e e i R i A b
Premature Birth .. . 28] o ... R Y ) +3 3|
Congenital Malformation, : & S (B e B
Birth Iojury, ete. ...| 23] 21| 2 :
Suicide ... S TR [ SRR (O (s G R I S B e -
Road Traffic Accidents .| 4 A R R Rt e 1 5 . il 4
Other Violent Causes ... 33 a ... ;| EER lf & “.2 "'3 : % 1 1%' ig ;
All Other Causes ... el 17O B 2] ... 1 3 10| 10 12 18| 38 ﬁ 116 Bﬂ’
Totals ... 11556 88 12 6 5| 13| 56 72| 140| 254 436 470] 692 494] 2
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Burials.—The total burials in the Derby Cemeteries for the year 19483

were 1,585, 1,508 ordinary burials and 77 still-born.
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Inquests held during 1948.—These numbered 93 — 52 males and 4]

females,

Mortuary.—Dead bodies received during the year, 124 Post mortem

examinations, 289,
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Causes of Death during 10 Years, 19391948,

YEARS. ok
ilﬂﬂﬂilwﬂilﬂ-ﬂ.lMilMS-lm!lﬂﬁilm&lﬂdT 1948

CAUSE OF DEATH.

diks
' |
Typhoid and Parat-yphmd 1.1y s Nl EE ) e (e o L) e e . 1
Cerobro-Spinal Fever ... ... .. .. 10| 6| 4 3/ 1|8 |11
%ﬂ;ﬂat Fﬁwrugh i | 1 13 . 1 | ']' . ; .1. . 4 1 | 3
o o din Fwil | { | | i

Diphtheria B0 A T T T I e g [
Tuberculosis of Res rntﬂry Eyatam 84 |78 |86 78 | 83 | 65 | 70 | 55 | 65 | 58
Other Forms of Tuberculosis 1T |17 [ 13| 12 | 1b | 14 | 8 8112 |13
Syphilitic Diseases ... ...i 12.| 9116 | 13| 7 10,10 | 8| 12|11
Influenza . -{ 81 |33 | 16| 9 |48 |10 (18|13 |10 | ...
Measles ... e | & 3 + 21 1 - (e -
tAoute Polio and Pollo Bucophalitiscr| . | 1| o | 1] ol o212 3 ‘ 1
Acute Infectious Enmphahtm |l 2] 4 5 B | e 1 1 2 | 1 3
Cancer .. . el ..i202 (224 197 (1023 (245 221 241 231 1260 1228
Diabetes .. . 24 125110 20 (2017|1210 14|18
Intra-Cranial Vascular Lesions |1mr (140 (140 148 169 (170 (152 (144 152 168
Heart Disease ... 432 (616 427 425 433 406 458 432 504 442
ﬂtharﬂiaamsuf(hmulatﬂryﬂyamm 132 | 55 | 50 49 | 38 | 62 &7 | 68 | 71 | 68
Bronchitie ... .. .| 49 114 (123 | 83 100 89 67 | 90 106 | T0
Pneumonia ... e ae| 18188 (87 | 56 |88 | W |88 | T3 | 84 | 6B
Other Respiratory Diseases ... .. 20 19 15 9 19 19 | 26 | 20 | 22 | 23
Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum ... 13 23 23 16 23| 18 21 | 24 16 23
Diarrhea (under 2 years of n.ga'_i ~| 6|10 |18 |14 |12 |2 30| 0|4 |16
Appendicitis ... 14| O O R ol M <l R T L
Digestive Diseases ...  ...| 42 | 46 ‘ 41 40 | 52 28 | 35 | 20 | 43 | 39
Nephritis |40 1 42 | 53 | 31 | 43 | 456 | 20 | 27 | 32 | 37
Puerperal and Puat-!.burura S&pms 2| 3 1 - A 3 A | N T EEP R
Other Maternity Cawees ... .| 2| 8| 6| 7| 7| 5| | 3| 5|3
*Premature Birt . |32 |26 27 |41 |41 (33 |35 40 ' 26

*Congenital H&Iformmun. Birth In- _ , . [
jury, ote. .. .| 59 25|31:41-3* 30 (31 93 |37 |23
Suicide ... v w18 (1218030 7| 0| 7|21 | 15
{Road Traffic A-:'.mdnnta 11 |19 (12 (18|10 |18 | 15| 11| 4
Other Violent Causes . w70 | 64|58 | 60|29 08| da | 24 | 26 | 33
All Other Causes ... .. 1206 204 |48 163 169 137 147 lm 148 170
AL Cavses—Toras ... .. ... 16721949 1642 1540 1729, 1556 1607 1481 1716/ 1500

T Included with “All Other Causes” pri to 1840,
* Combined prior to 1940, ik o
} Included with *‘Other Violent Causes" prior to 1940,

























22
II—NMATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Midwives.
72 Midwives gave notice of intention to practise within the Borough
during 1948—

55 were attached to institutions (17 at the City Hospital, 14 at the Queen
Mary Nursing Home, 12 at the Nightingale Nursing Home, and 12 at the
Women'’s Hospital) ; 17 were in domiciliary practice (9 in connection with
the Health Department, 6 with the Royal Nursing Institution, and 2 practised
privately until the 4th July only).

There were 7 Municipal Midwives practising in the Borough at the
beginning of the year, one left on the 14th August to practise elsewhere, but
an additional one was appointed on the I1st September, one of the midwives
in private practice until the 4th July was appointed on 5th July, thus
bringing the number up to 8 practising at the end of the year.

After the 5th July the Royal Nursing Institution operated an extended
domiciliary midwifery service as an agency on behalf of the Local Health
Authority under Section 23 of the National Health Service Act, 1946,

A Non-Medical Supervisor of Midwives was appointed on the Gth
December,

The Municipal Midwives attended 445 confinements, including non-
residents, and medical aid was sought in 118 cases as follows :—

77 on account of mother or expectant mother,
| 7. {0 o ,»» infant,

0y 11 11 mother and il]fﬂllt.
s 5 ,» mother and twins,
- it ,s twins,

No maternal deaths occurred in the cases booked by Municipal Mid-
WIiVes,

The 2 midwives practising privately in the Borough attended 98 cases
(97 births and I still-birth) up to the 4th July. Medical aid was sought in
19 cases, 17 on account of the mother and 2 on account of the infant.

Medical Aid.

In addition to the 137 cases already mentioned, medical aid was sum-
moned by domiciliary midwives in 204 cases :—

140 on account of mother or expectant mothor.
B8 = ,, infant,

B 3 y»» mother and infant.

1 ET 8 3 twins,






Babies.
Eye discharges ... s 43
Prematurity ive 14
Foetal distress ... P |
Feeble infant, etc, R
White asphyxia ... P i
Malformation ... . .
Jaundice ... B
Cyanosis ... = R i
T'wins {pmnm‘ture und.l.aglmbﬁd et } il
Colds, chills, ete. 4
Stillborn ... ST 3
Rashes and hE[J'tll conditions ... e
Various (death, hydrocephalus, vwmt.mg prolapsed cord, inflam-

mation, etc.) e 14
140

Total Calls—Mothers ... 481

Babies .ee 140

621

Ante-Natal Clinics.
Municipal Domiciliary Gases.

(AREEN STREET,.
1,003 attendances were made at 51 sessions,
164 women attended for the first time.
TemPLE Housk,
1.388 attendances were made at 51 sessions,
262 women attended for the first time,
TRoe FArwM.
411 attendances were made at 31 sessions.
04 women attended for the first time,

Royal Nursing Institution Domiciliary Cases.
TRINITY STREET.
1,976 attendances were made at 51 sessions.
466 women attended for the first time,

City Hospital Institutional Cases.
JITY HOSPITAL.
0,082 attendances were made by 1,282 women,
BouLTox,
740 attemdances were made, 22 women attending for the first time.
RoOE FARM,
621 attendances were made, 26 women attending for the first time.

T Commenced 2nd June, 1948,
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1,616, or 61.0%, of total births relating fo residents took place in
Institutions. 2,645 births were registered,

wll‘nirﬂﬂi- = a
86 Still-Births were notified (33 being notified by Medical Practitioners

and 53 by Midwives). 351 were in respect of Derby residents and 35 non-
residents. There were 77 burials of still-born children in the Derby cemeteries
during the year. 48 still-births were registered in respect of Derby residents,
Percentage of still-births to live births registered was L5,

51 still-births were investigated.

Analgesia. o B4 .
At the end of the vear all of the 12 Domiciliary Midwives were qualified
to administer analgesics in accordance with the requirements of the Central
Midwives' Board. Eight sets of apparatus were in use by these midwives,
During the year analgesics were administered as shown under in
Domiciliary Confinements :—

Period. No. of Analgesics | Percent.-
Confinements. Administered. age”
lst January to 4th July 468 116 24.8
5th July to 31st December ... 469 267 56.9
p- |
1151 037 383 , 40.9

Pethidine was administered in a number of cases where gas and air
was not used.

Care of Premature Infants.

1. Total number of Premature Babies notified during vear (i.e., Babies

weighing 5% Ibs, or less at birth) ... = .o 28T
2. Total number of Premature Babies notified during vear whose mothers
are normally resident within the Borough v 163
3. Total number born at home R |
4. Number born at home and nursed entirelv at home -
5. Number included in (4) who died in first 24 hours s —
6. Number included in (4) who snrvived at end of one month v o
7. Total number born in hospital—Residents ... e 113
Non-Residents SESRRE:
— 236
8. Number included in (7) who died in first 24 hours—
Residents ... 16}
Non-Residents ]
— 19
9, Number included in (7) who survived at end of one month—
Residents ... 91
Non-Rusidents % e 92

— 183
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Infantile Mortality during the year 1948,
Deaths from stated Causes at various Ages under One Year of Age.

e

CAUSE OF DEATH.

1 Month.

Under 1 Week.
1-2 Wasks,

2.3 Woeks.

1-3 Months.
3-6 Months.
6-9 Months.
9.12 Months.

:

3-4 Weeks.
Total under

mF LR aaE  amE EwE | L - LR - e ‘ - LR R LR oW
- t' mr aEE amn ame | mms mmw —aw mEa aw wEa sEm Ll .
i, Common : i |
: | Diphtheria: Croup ... ... ... B i Es
I nguping Dotigh- e b e el e
m‘ lE?’i‘m‘l’“ LLL ams IRl EEE) LER ] -m EEL 3 Ll FEE I LR L I
Influenza - i R frta . ;

[ Diarrheea, allformsincluding |
vi. Diarrheeal | Enteritis, Muco-enteritis,
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Children of Pre-School Age.

During the vear under review, routine medical inspection was carried
out in 1,140 children of two, three and four years of age. Of this number,
195 were admitted to school during the vear and particulars of the treatment
of those cases are included in that part of the Report dealing with school
children. Of the remaining 945 routine medical inspections, 301 children
were referred for treatment and 385 placed under observation. In a number
of these cases, children with more than one defect are included under both
headings. The number of individual children requiring treatment or ob-
servation, or both, was 599. In addition, 678 re-inspections and 27 special
examinations were made.

The clinics of the School Health Service (excepting Minor Ailments
Clinics) are available for both toddlers (2—5 vears) and children under 2
years of age seen at the Welfare Centres.

Below is a statement of cases, showing the numbers in both of those
groups of children which were referred to the various clinics during the

yvear ;—

Ultra-Violet Ray Clinic v G
Orthopaedic Clinic e 300
Aural Clinic w143
Ophthalmic Clinie 92
Dental Clinic ... s S70

Attention has been paid by the Health Visitors throughout the year
to the conditions of the children’s hair. Once again we have to report a
very low incidence of infestation among those examined.

Milk for Expectant and Nursing Mothers and for Infants.

The following amounts were supplied during the yvear :—

Sold at Supplies
. cost price. free, Total.
National Dried Milk ... o 37,0063 1bs. 3321 Ihs. 37,3387 1bs.

Work of the Health Visitors.
Report by Miss E. M. Gardiner, Senior Health Visitor,

The Health Visitors have again maintained their usual high standard
of work, and, in spite of shortage of staff, a total of 43.955 visits was paid
during 1948 in the routine visiting of infants and children under school age.
Many thousands more visits were made to difficult, sick or ailing children.

The Health Visitors attended a total of 1,493 sessions at the Infant
Welfare Centres, where individual talks were given to each mother, with
the addition of 245 sessions at the Ante-Natal Clinics.

The “Vernon Street Home for Unmarried Girls” was visited week]v
and advice given, Talks on hygiene and mothercraft were also wiven to
each group of girls in the Home.
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As some of the children admitted in previous years were only a few
months old, we had the interesting observation of seeing them grow up‘and
transfer to the Infant School, having in many cases a young bl'othe;' or sister
in the Nursery who in turn gave us the golden opportunity of individual
study from the same family. This invaluable experience, together with the
keenn.ss of the Nursery Staff, continued the enthusiasm of their zood work.

The number of staff employed at the end of the vear 1948 for the existing
Day Nurseries was as follows :—

Beaufor! Ford Kitchener

Total. Ntreet. Street. Avenue,
Matrons ... L 1 1 1
Staff Nursery Nurses ... S T3 3 2
Nursery Assistants G 1 e 1 —_
Wardens ... h | — — 1
Students ... ge o SEHERC 11 12 11

t One Acting Warden.,

Training students for the Nursery Nurse’s Diploma commenced in July,
1943, All our nurseries were then affiliated to the National Society of
Children’s Nurseries. This Society gave us valuable help and set a high
standard of training, and examination results were excellent.

In September, 1946, this training scheme was superseded by a new
training system jointly run by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of
Edueation. This in some respects broadened the scope of subjects given to
the students’ especially in furthering their basic education, e.g., English,
hiology, art and musie, ete,, but we found that in comparison there was a
sad weakness in the ability of the senior students, which was not encountered
previously. This, we felt, was chiefly due to the period of absence of the
atudents from the nurseries, thus losing essential contact with the children,
who form a natural background for the students’ experience and adaptation
of theory into practice. This, in turn, made the work of the senior staff
doubly difficult in endeavouring to maintain a high standard of care to the
children and instruction to the students. However, we hope that this will
gradually be improved upon by some re-arrangement of the Course.

The number of day nursery students in training durirg 1948 was 16.
Eight of these were “first year” students and eight “secord vear” students.
Six day nursery students entered the examination for the National Nursery
(lertificate in October, 1948, Five studerts passed and one failed. Of the
other two “second vear” students, one left before the examination to do
further training in child welfare under the Salvation Army, but was eligible
to enter for the examination in London ; the other student was not quite
old enough, but will take the examination in January, 1949

Three of the successful students left the Day Nurseries Staff soon after
the results were through, to do private nursery work. One went to the City
Hospital as a Nursery Nurse in the Babies’ Nursery. Two more remained
on the Day Nursery Staff and were promoted to Staff Nurserv Nurse and
Nursery Assistant, the former recruit being older and having a 'Il:ngr period
of service,
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DENTAL SERVICES.

Report by Mr. A. Stafford, Senior Dental Officer.

The Local Authority’s Dental Services provide for the dental care of
two groups of the public, namely, that of school children attending schools
in the Borough maintained by the Local Education Authority, and that of
the Priority Classes (Expectant and Nursing Mothers and Young Children)
which are a charge on the Health Authority.

THE SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE.

The School Dental Service had its origin in this country at the beginning
of this century, and was first introduced under the Derby Edunecation Authority
as a part-time measure rather more than thirty vears ago. In 1920 the first
whole-time dental officer was appointed, and since that time the service has
grown, only too slowly, to its present size, utilising approximately four-fifths
of a staff comprising five full-time officers plus the necessary nursing and
clerical assistance, the remaining fifth being devoted to activities under the
Health Authority.

In the earlier days the requirements of the Kducation Act respecting
this service were by no means so great as those of to-day, more especially
since the passing of the Act of 1944, when still more responsibility was placed
on Local Education Authorities, At no time, however, have the Borough
Dental Services been adequate to meet either the demand for treatment or
the existing measures as laid down in Ministry regulations. Derby has not,
of course, been alone in this sense, for throughout the country local authorities
have been guilty to a greater or lesser degree, and while it can safely be said
there are those which fall shorter in these duties than does this authority,
it has to be conceded that there are others whose schemes have been more

Progressive,

As to what are the necessary means for providing an adequate dental
service in a given area, guidance is given by Ministry recommendations, but,
before considering those applicable to Derby, perhaps it would be as well
to examine why any authority should concern itself with this service—of
what value is it ?

A generation ago—or perhaps two—dentistry was merely regarded in
the light of “having a tooth out,” at intervals determined partly by nature
but more often by ignorance and neglect, until the supply of teeth was ex-
hausted—Ilittle more thought than that was given to it. Later there was
devised the method of preserving some of the wreckage by means of fillings
in teeth, and by replacing the loss of them with artificial substitutes, although
even this advancement was generally for aesthetic reasons,

To-day, however, dentistry is regarded in a different light, Tts practise
includes a much greater variety of methods of treatment—producing far
more beneficial results than ever before, while dental disease—the most
prevalent of all diseases—is now accepted by all reasonably thinking persons
as being responsible for many forms of ill-health, a belief that is confirmed
by medical knowledge. It has been established beyond doubt that not only
such common ailments as dyspepsia and rheumatism, but also many grave
complaints terminating fatally, can have their origin in unhealthy teeth.

B O ey e i i< .
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Thus dental disease has become a national menace. 1t is well known
to have hindered industrial production by considerable loss of working time,
to have seriously affected recruitment to the fighting services during times
of national emergency, and to have been the cause of much unhappiness
and misery to the community as a whole. As a result, industrial firms have
found it worth while to provide, in their own factories, treatment for their
emplovees during working hours, the fighting services have for many vears
possessed their dental branches, and the Ministries of Education and Health
have seen fit to delegate similar responsibilities to local authorities for the
benefit of certain seetions of the public. Here, then, we already have sufficient
evidence to place a reasonable value on dentistry in general.

With regard to School Dentistry in particular, two features at least are
of special note. Firstly, it has been the main—perhaps the onlyv—national
attempt to combat the ravages of dental disease. It is admirably placed
to do so in that it concerns itself with a section of the community over which,
while there has never been any undue form of compulsion applied, there
has been considerable and useful opportunity of eontrol. When it is remem-
bered that the incidence of the disease is greater during infaney and adolescence,
and that proper dental care during these periods gives excellent prospects
of sound dental conditions in adult life, the true value of child dentistry
becomes apparent.

Secondly, School Dentistry consists greatly of preventive treatment, its
main function being to preserve teeth during school life, and its chief aim
to turn out leavers with healthy months and ftull sets of sound teeth. On
the other hand, the dental treatment of adults, whether by private means
or under organised schemes, regrettably consists for the most part of repairing
the damage—or replacing the loss—of earlier life. Omne criticism already
being levelled at the new Health Act is that, with respect to the dental benefits
afforded by it, so much preference is being given to the older generation and
s0 little to the younger, when the reverse might be deemed to be the more
expedient.

Anv suggestion that the new Health Service shouvld supersede the School
Service, in that the former embraces all sections of the public, may be at
onee digcounted. 1t would mean, of course, that the dental care of the school
child would have to be undertaken by the general dental practitioner at his
own premises or, looking at the possible future, at a health centre. In either
event the answer to this would be determined by these practitioners, most
of whom in the past have taken every opportunity of aveiding the treatment
of children, well knowing the onerous task it presents. Moreover, they arve

often unfitted for handling and treating children, the qualities for which
~ being possessed only by those whose inclinations lean to this form of practice
and after much experience in it, and thus are geldom found outside the ranks
of the School Dental Service. So long as the demand for their services by
the adult population i greater than can he met—and this position will prevail
for some considerable time—the practitioners having the right of choice in
the matter will have little or no room for the care of children.

It may well be a debatable matter as to where the burden of the cost
of, and responsibility for, the School Dental Service zhould lie, Imi_. whether
they be borne by the State or by Local Authority, the fact remains that a
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scheme of svstematic inspection and treatment of the school child must
continue, if the most retrograde step ever taken in dentistry is to be avoided,
and if the dental health of the nation is to be safeguarded for the future.

There is a further problem that has yet to be solved—that of staffing
and recruitment to the service. Because of the more attractive conditions
and greater rewards that have always obtained in general practice as against
those in public service, this problem is no new one, but latterly it has become
extremely acute. Recent investigations carried out in connection with the
conditions of service for dentists employved under the National Health Service,
and the implementation of the decisions consequent upon them, have brought
to light how incomparably better are the prospects of private practice, and
dental officers are now deserting public service at such a rate that it has
already become greatly impaired, and for this reason alone its future is in

grave danger.

This situation is surely illogical. This service is essentially a measure
of preventive dentistry, requiring from those engaged in its undertaking a
standard of training, skill and effort no less than that necessary in general
practice, and it is somewhat bewildering to find dental surgeons being forced,
by economic necessity, from a service devoted to the preservation of teeth
in the young, into another where they may provide dentures for the aged.
So far, this Authority has been extremely fortunate not to have its stafi
depleted on this account, but the resignation now to hand of one of the dental
officers, who prefers to engage in private practice, means the beginning in
Derby of what has been happening, in greater measure, throughout the country
for the past yvear.

PERSONNEL.
(FFICERS.

The staff necessary to meet the full demands of any partieular scheme
is obviously dependent on the school population of that area, and is based
on the accepted findings of many years experience in school dentistry and
which were declared in an annual report of the Chief Medical Officer to the
Ministry of Education some time ago, viz., that there should be no more
than 2,500 children under the care of one whole-time officer, and that with
this number it should be possible to carry out complete treatment for all
reguiring it, with at least annual (though preferably six-mont hlv) re-inspection
of each child. :

This ratio of 2,5 children to one officer, may be said to be an ideal one
in that it allows for the provision of treatment for everv child in need of it
but as in practice there is always a certain proportion of non-acceptance of
the treatment offered, as well as a small percentage of failure to attend for
it after acceptance, a ratio of 3,000 to 1 may be =aid to be a more appropriate
one, and one that would enable any scheme to make fair progress, instead
of perpetually trying to catch up vet gradually slipping further T;ehind,

However much School Dentistry may have failed in its aims on account
of the inadequacy of staff and facilities, it has at least stemmed the tide
and has so far prevented the deplorable conditions that would have otherwise
inevitably arisen. The service has gradually reached the point where
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it can divide its efforts, partly in remedying the omissions of the past and
partly in measures of preventive treatment for the future, but the balance
is still weighted on the wrong side.

1t is therefore necessary that the establishment of officers for the treatn ent
of school children be increased, although it should be here mentioned that
additional premises, equipment, etc. (dealt with later in this report), would
be necessary before any increase in staff could be accommodated,

ATTENDANTS.

The relationship of the attendant to the dental officer is equivalent to
that of the nurse to the medical officer, and the use of a well-trained attendant
relieves the officer of many simple duties, enabling him to devote more of
hiz time to those for which he is qualified. It is an economy, therefore, to
employ sufficient assistance of this kind to permit the full use of an officer’s
time in the work in which he alone is skilled, and experience in public dentistry
has shown that a ratio of two attendants to one officer is not too high.

As a reasonable modification of this, it is found, after manyv vears of
endeavour with one attendant per officer, that a ratio of three attendants
to two officers is certainly advisable, and it is recommended that the establish-
ment of attendants be raised to that level.

Dental attendants, especially those emploved in local authority work,
are a section whose lot could well be improved. Much is expected of them—
and, indeed, locally is obtained—though recognition is generally but sparingly
given to them. The idea, so often held, that their work calls for little ability
or energy, and that it merely consists of such =imple duties as answering
the telephone and ushering in patients, may be quickly forgotten. The
work is arduous, skilful and of a responsible nature, being a combination
of an elementary vet specialised form of nursing. including many unpleasant
as well as laborious tasks, and of elerical duties demanding a sound knowledge
of detailed recording that must be carefully and accurately carried out. Other
necessary qualities are patience, tact and -eliabilitv—all in good measure
" with a good standard of physical fitness. With regard to their recruitment,
it has to be remembered that attendants do not come to us ready-made—
they have to be trained, and that it is not until they have had some months
of experience that they become really useful, and anything up to two vears
before they are fully trained.

The status and remuneration of the fullv trained dental attendant,
therefore, should appropriately lie between those of the female clerk and the
trained nurse employed in local authority service, and conditions of service
that are not commensurate with such standards fail to attract—or keep—
the right type of person for this career. As vet there is no yard.stick, such
as the Rushelifie Report for the nursing profession, by which the services
of the dental attendant can be measured, and throughout the different local
authorities a variety of values exists,
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PREMISES.

The dental treatment of the Borough school children is carried out at
the Central Clinic at Temple House, where there are three surgeries, a waiting
room and a recovery room, and it should be said at the outset that these
premises are inadequate for the present staff and its undertakings—so much
s0, that we have already had to find some outlet, and permission has been
sought—and obtained—for the use of the City Hospital Dental Department
as a Branch Clinic, an opportunity we have made full use of since January,
1949. As this can only be regarded as a temporary arrangement at the most,
this does not solve the real problem of congestion.

The best has been made of the premises at Temple House by installing
good equipment, opportunity having been afforded—at all times generously—
for this to be done, and we have three surgeries fitted out in a manner that,
while there is alwavs room for some further up-to-date improvement, thev
can well he the envy of many other authorities. It must remembered,
however, that no amount of expensive equipping can make suitable, rooms
that are too small and wrongly arranged for the required use, and the only
solution is, of course, premises designed and built for the purpose. Failing
this, we cannot expect to obtain the best results—and nothing less than the
best can be desired where the health and safety of children is concerned—
from those engaged in the service, however willing their efforts mav be. In
the treatment rooms especially there should be no gquestion of the standard
of facilities available—thev should be equal to the best that can be found
in private practice, and in our surgeries this has been the aim in so far as
building deficiencies would permit.

Some consideration has already been given to this problem of premises,
and plans have been drawn up for the erection of three clinics on chosen sites
at suitable positions in the Borough, alongside existing ante-natal clinies, also
to be used in conjunction with the latter as well as for school work. These
plans, excellently designed by the Borough Architect’s Department, are of
premises that would fulfil all the desires that have been expressed.

THE YEAR’S WORK.
IxspECTION,

For many vears it has been a set policy to aim at visiting all the borough
schools once a year, so that all children might be inspected annually, selecting
the most urgent cases needing treatment up to an amount that could be
dealt with by the prevailing facilities. Unfortunately, on account of the
loss of an officer for six months of the vear, this aim was not fulfilled, and
four schools were omitted. 'These will be given priority in 1049,

At these school inspections children of all ages were examined, totalling
17,102, of which 25.7%, were considered to be dentally sound, 20.7%, had
slight defects not requiring treatment, and 53.69, were needing treatment.
Of this last group, numbering 9,166, it was fourd possible to refer 7,689, and
of these 78,09, consented to treatment, 12,89 refused the offer, while from
9.29, there was no reply. Table A (page 43), which gives these details in
statistical form, provides an interesting study of the dental conditions of the
ohildren per age group as well as per school, and of the response to our offer
of dental care in the case of each school,

i —
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few authorities thronghout the country have placed so much importance on
the necessity of dealing with these cases as to appoint part-time Consultant
Orthodontists in an advisory capacity, the regular dental officers carrving
out treatment—often covering a period of many months—under the specialist’s
supervision,

Recognised specialists in Orthodontia are not teo numerous, and are
perhaps only to be found in the London area or in those large cities where
dental hospitals are located. Short of anyone specially trained in the work,
the school dental officer, by reason of his (her) work, is more qualified for
it than the average practitioner, but for the more advanced cases a special
knowledge that lies outside the scope of either iz necessaryv. It may be true
that in some areas the treatment of these cases is being attempted by the
ordinary dental staff, but it may be equally true that the results obtained
are not worth the great amount of time spent on them, and it is very doubtful
if such efforts are either economical or satisfactoryv——or, indeed, fair to the
patient. The position in Derby is that we cannot afiord the time necessary
for proper attention to this work, and it would be nseless to contemplate
any further efforts than tho:ze already being made. If post-graduate courses
in Orthodontia were to become more available, these would be of great value
to the School Dental Serviece, and authorities would profit by having their
officers attend them as opportunity could be afforded.

PROPAGANDA WORK.

It was formerly part of ovr scheme to give dental talks once a year at
each senior school to leavers and elder scholars, but for the past ten vears
pressure of work has prevented its continuance. In pre-war davs we also

distributed more than 5000 pamphlets a vear, suitably devised for the use '

of elder scholars and publiched by the Dental Board of the United Kingdom,
These ceased to be obtainable during the war, and so far have not reappeared,
but usze of them will again be made when the supply is renewed.

RESFARCH.

The mention of research may perhaps give the immediate impression
of laboratories, microscopes and test tubes, and any measure requiring such
facilities would rightly be considered outside the scope of a School Dental
Service—at any rate, in the circumstances of to-day. The type of investigation
that should come within our range, however, is that of gathering data of an
apparently simple vet valuable form concerning the prevailing dental con-
ditions in each age group of the children in our area, and of the variety of
diets, habits and degree of oral hygiene indulged in by these children.
Information of this kind is collected from all parts of the country—is, in
fact, asked for by the Ministry—and collated at research centres, where
efforts are being made to find out much more than is already known of the
cause of caries and other forms of dental dizease. It is obvious that, to be
able to prevent or to effectively cure a disease, there must be a fair if not
complete knowledge of its cause, and with regard to dental caries the answer
to this question yet remains a mystery, in spite of the many theories that
have been propounded in the past.

The practise of dentistry, unfortunately, has been directed almost
wholly in dealing with the disease after its appearance, and too little thought
has been given to its prevention. The conditions with which we are constantly
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faced must, of course, be given the treatment they call for and, for that
matter, should be dealt with more effectively than so far we have been able
to do, but we must not be content to have that outlook only—we must seek
to find the solution that will avoid this position in the vears ahead.

Any steps that will lead to this end should be encouraged, and, as the
duty of promoting and furthering such efforts must come from public rather
than private sources, it is incumbent on every local anthority to make its
Uﬂ“triﬂ“tiﬂ]’h As simple as are the measures of research suggested, they
would take up time that is not now available, though we should look forward
to the time when it will be possible to give them, along with other forms of
preventive dentistry, the priority they merit,

TABLE A.
ROUTINE DENTAL PERCENTAGES.
| 1 |
Defective |
So S o Re Consen fusals, | No Repl
SCHOOL, und. | re quirin ts. | Re E. 0 y.
! ﬂ:i:g Treat- .
ment. ment,

Abbey Street 26.3 4.3 69.4 69.7 16.0 15.3
Allenton 20.8 15.6 60.8 76.9 11.0 12.1
Ashbourne Head ... 27.6 20.0 562.4 69.1 12.5 84
Bamrose wee| 1 BTE 4.5 68.2 76.0 14.8 0.2
Boulton 19.7 30,0 41.3 85,7 0.8 4.5
Brighton Road | 284 19.8 56.8 83.8 7.8 8.4
Central o I 5.5 57.1 73.0 . 10.8 16.2
Christ Church el 207 38.0 32.3 78.0 14.6 T4
Clarence Foad 28.4 147 568.9 81.2 B.3 10.5
]:hr ans Biw T
Firs Estate ... 15.2 40.1 4.7 85.6 7.2 7.2
Gerard Street .| 283 224 49.3 82.7 9.8 7.5
Hastings Street ] 271 21.4 51.5 81.1 12.2 6.7
Hﬂmﬂlﬂﬂl‘lﬂ saw s
Kedleston Road ... 27.8 11.4 60.8 N 20.1 2.2
Nightingale Road ...| 23.0 19.3 57.7 85.2 8.7 6.1
Normanton ... 15.9 23.1 51.0 86.1 10.2 3.7
Nottingham Road ...| 22.6 12.5 64.9 74.7 14.3 11.0
Nuns Street ... 34.9 33.1 32.0 50,0 12.5 7.5
Orchard Strest 24.7 7.1 68.2 52.9 28 6 18.5
Parkfields Cedars ...
Pear Tree ... 23.6 17.4 59.0 T1.9 14.1 14.0
Practising 31.8 20.5 41.7 52.3 33.9 13.8
Reginald Street 3z.1 13.1 53.8 71.1 2390 5.0
Koe Farm 24.2 24.5 51.3 B4.6 5.8 0.6
8t. Chad’s ... el 380 40.5 21.5 6.2 3.8 -
8t. Dunstan’s 34.4 34.4 31.2 0.7 25.0 14.3
8t. James' Church ... 21.8 28.6 40,6 5.8 16.1 8.1
8t John's ... 24.3 2.4 43.3 65.0 28.7 6.3
St. Joseph's ... 27.1 20.6 52.3 88.5 26 8.9
'8t. Luke's ... 7.3 41.5 21.2 882 | 5.9 5.9
St. Mu.rf-'a. 27.5 0.8 627 86.6 78 | 586
St. Pauls ... 228 40.2 37.0 85.7 7.1 7.1
8t. Peter's ... | 358 24.0 40.4 58.3 167 | 250
School of Art 35.8 2.5 61.7 82,0 16.4 1.6
Sinfin ... 13.3 25.8 60.9 85.4 7.3 73
Temple House g

o Street 30.5 248 44.7 72.2 13.9 13.9
Wilmorton ... 17.7 346 | 478 Bl.4 12.1 6.5

Percentage ... .. 3257 | 207 | 63.6 78.0 128 | 92




Defective
but not
Agk, Sound. | requiring = Requiring || Consents. | Refusals. | No Reply.
T Treat-
ment. ment,
Aged 5 years ol AL 33.5 25.0
T dambl; | oy 24.8 34.5 40.7
S TR o 19.0 4.1 46.9
RS N 19.3 926.7 54.0
kLU T 14.3 93 4 62.3
S 11 s R 17.6 19.1 3.3
A Ui b bR 22,9 14.3 62.8
e e iws 28.9 8.3 2.8
o e 2.8 68.0
% .1* TR am m‘s l'ﬂ Eﬂ:ll
|- MR 36.7 1.3 683.0
| e 41.0 sl 50.0
S Iy S e 20.4 29 87.7
RIS A g 25.0 g 75.0
Percentage 25.7 20.7 53.6
TABLE B.
INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.
1. No. of Papils Inspected by the Authori- 5. Half-days devoted to:—
ty's Dental Officers :—
{(a) Inspection 128
(a) Periodic Groups () ‘Treatment 1,268
Aged (up to) Total 1,396
5 years... 2,567
| R 1,683 6. Fillings:—
T s 1,602
Bl 1,728 Parmanent Teeth 6,467
L A 1,862 Temporary Teeth 21
10 ., 1,678
T 1,402 Total 6,488
12 ] 1.453 TR
130, 1,587
14 , 1,349
1" :, 305 7. Hxtractions :—
16 8
1 34 Permanent Teeth 1,448
LA 4 Temporary Teeth 8,407
ToTarn 17,102 Total 9,945
8.  Administration of Anmstheties :
(6) Specials ... a8
General 5,248
Lioeal 4
(¢) Total {Periodic and
Specials) ... 17,40 Total 5,258
2. No. found to require Treat- 9. Other Operations :—
ment P b 0,204
Permanent Teeth 921
Temporary Teeth 1
3. No. actually Treated 6,804 I'entures 5 16
o — Orthodontic .ﬁ.pplmnmu 22
Obturators 1
4. Attendances made by Pup]i'-! . A
for Treatment ... . 0,844 Total ... 061
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enables that close co-operation with the medical side which is of great
impm'tancu when dealing with expectant mothers, where Eﬁlmuja.l care must
be exercised. At present, all but a few simple cases are dealt with, by our
own staff, at the City Hospital, again in conjunction with ante-natal services
carried out at that institution, and where we are afforded many facilities
that are of immense value. On this point, it should be realised that if at
any time we were required to vacate the use of that department, although
this is not foreseen at the moment, we should have no satisfactory arrangements
for the dental care of expectant mothers until the new clinics are in being,
as any arrangements at Temple House could in no way be considered adequate
for such a purpose.

For all these reasons it would appear that any plans for the immediate
future regarding premises should be kept in the forefront, not only to cover
present needs but also to avoid any possible breakdown, the surest guarantee
of which would be for the authority to possess sufficient elinics of it vwn.

THE YEAR’S WORK.

Table C (page 49) gives in statistical detail the work done on these groups
during the year, showing that for the period before 5th July, and for that
subsequent to that date. Normally this would have given an interesting
comparison between what was done prior to the inception of the new Health
Scheme and that done after, and would no doubt have shown an increase
in favour of the latter, but, as we were without the services of one officer
for the latter half of the year, a true comparison is not possible. There has
been sufficient evidence, however, in 1949 to indicate increases in all branches
of the care of the Priority Classes.

The forms of treatment we are able to give to expectant and nursing
mothers are reasonably comprehensive in variety, and consist chiely of :—

(@) Conservative treatment.

(b) Extractions under general and local anmsthetics. In a few cases—
there were only two during the vear—where multiple extractions
are required to the extent that gas anssthesia is unsuitable, arrange-
ments are made for the patients to be hospitalised for treatment
and for a period of after-care.

(c) Scaling of teeth and the treatment of gum conditions.

(d) Denture treatment.—With regard to the actual construction of the
dentures, we have for some years had an arrangement for the work
to be undertaken by a reputable firm of mechanics to the profession.

This arrangement has given full satisfaction, and, while there are slight
disadvantages in it, so long as we have not sufficient work to maintain a
laboratory and a full-time mechanie, this is the most economical method of
meeting the situation. A time may be envisaged, however, when it will be
more appropriate for vs to construet our own dentures, orthodontic appliances
ete., and any long term plans for the future should contain provision for
this.
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RESEAR(CH.

A Ministry request is made that this report should include a “note of
any field of elinical research into the incidence or prevention of dental disease
carried out during the vear or of any scheme of dental health education.”
The note in this instance is a negative one, for under present conditions efforts
of this nature cannot reasonably be contemplated, much as it is agreed they
could possibly be of immense value.

There is plenty of scope both clinically and otherwize for such investi-
gations, both with respect to expectant mothers and young children, and, as
in the case of those desirable in school work, their cost would only be one
of time spent, and not of expersive apparatus or other facilities,

So long as those best placed for contributing to this end fail to do so,
real progress towards solving most of these problems cannot he expected.

CONCLUSION.

The vear's work was carried out by a stafi who at times worked under
many handicaps, and, while they seek no praise for their efforts, the fact
that they did so with diligence and lovalty should not go unrecorded. The
amount of work accomplished, bearing in mind the size of the staff involved,
will stand favourable comparison with that in other areas—not that the
amount is of first importance, for guantity can possibly reflect on quality!
The true indication of success in School Dentistry, for instance, is to be found
in a diminution of treatment needed as year succeeds vear (always provided
the necessary means to achieve it) rather than in staggering figures in a Teport,
The standard of work done is generally reflected in the response on the part
of the public to the servieces given, and in Derbyv there has heen frequent
evidence that our goodwill has become well established during the past. Tf
this surmise is correct, it is pleasing to those who have built up that geodwill
and it may be some reward for their efforts that they can lay elaim to a share
of it,

It is the writer's hope that this report will inspire interest and enthusiasm
in those responsible for these matters, and that all efforts will be pursued
until our dental services are of the highest possible order,

b B d
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A review of the results of medical inspection and treatment does not
reveal any outstanding features during 1948, The ages for periodic medical
inspection are now 3, 10 and 14, instead of formerly 5, 8 and 12, so comparisons
of heights and weights, except in the 5 year old group, are not able to I‘&*;
made apart from this year and last. The heights and weights, however, of
the entrants show that the improvements progressively, recorded over the
last 15 vears have been maintained. ‘There was a big reduction in the number
of children who required treatment for scabies in 1948, The incidence of
this disease has fallen steadily durirg the last five years. Ore disappointing
feature of the vear is the comparatively high number of children (258) who
were potified as suffering from tuberculosis, The number is no greater than
in the previous vear, but it is far too high for a preventable disease like
tuberculosis. -

An interesting feature of the School Health Service is that it is never
static. No sooner is some problem solved than another emerges. Next
year we are confidently hopirg that the day ard residential open-air school
will be completed and in full swirg. The list, however, of our handicapped
children exposes gaps in the service which it will be necessary to bridge. Our
needs in this respect are more accommodation for educationally subnormal
pupils, a hostel for the maladjusted, and residential irstitutions for those
with multiple disabilities ard the small group of children with spastic
conditions. It seems evident that, ir many children from the last class,
their educational retardation is due more to the peculiar form of their physical
disability and less to their mental subnormality than was formerly believed.
The establishment of county colleges and the liaison between the services
entailed thereby, together with the care of youths ertering employment,
will demand yet another development. We are therefore still at the engrossing
stage when not only have the horizons been broadened, but the immediate
problems remain complex and in need of urgent solution.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

The accommodation in Primary and Secondary Schools is 21,367. The
number of names on the books is 17,566 and the average attendance 15,374,
These figures do not include the Central (Boys’) School and Temple House
Special School for educationally subnormal pupils,

THE SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE IN RELATION TO MAINTAINED
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS.
Medical Inspection.

Number of children inspected.—The total number of children inspected
wag 7,049, Of these, 3,880 were boys and 3,169 were girls. In addition,
258 children were brought forward for special examinations by head teachers.






M
Squint.

The number of children in the five vear old group found to have a squint,
even of the smallest degree, was 77.

External Eye Disease.

The following defects were found in the course of Periodic Medical
[nspection :—
Blepharitis ... 58 Conjunctivitis ... 8
Other defects ... 23

Uncleanliness.
Bee report on page 62

Minor Ailments and Diseases of the Skin.

The following skin diseases were recorded at the medical inspections —

Scabies ... S Aene N
Dermatitis o O Naevus ... R
Eczema .... e 18 Urticaria S
Seborrhoea ... 20 Impetigo R
Warts ... sho gl Other Diseases .... 98

Nose and Throat Defects

The number of children referred for treatment for enlarged tonsils and
adenoids was 3.7 per cent. of the number examined. The percentage placed
under observation was 9.0.

Ear Disease and Defective Hearing.

132 children were noted as suffering from Otorrhoea at periodic medical
inspection.

Defective hearing, mostly of a slight character, was found in 83 cases.

Dental Defects.
922 children were found at the periodic medical inspection to have
carious teeth.
Orthopaedic and Postural Defects.

The following deformities were noted at the periodic medical inspections -—

Flat Feet o Spinal Curvature 263
Other Defects ... 389

Heart Disease and Rheumatism.

2.1 per cent. of all n:i}il:lﬂ*n examined were listed as having heart defects.
Few of these were organic, and the vast majority reguired only observation.
The number of children found to be suffering from rheumatism was 20,
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Orthoptic Clinic.
A general statoment with regard to this clinic was made in the report

for 1938. I am indebted to Miss J. McCabe, the Orthoptist in charge of
the Department, for the following report :—

Number of cases dealt with during 1948 (including

37 new cases) ... 4 - 163
CLASSIFIOATION.

Under observation only ... 25
On preliminary treatment ... 32
On actual treatment ah
On waiting list 31
Discharged ... 17

- —— 163

Total number of attendances . 1,760

During the year 45 cases received operative treatment.

Aural Clinic, Mill Hill Lane.

The number of children who received operative treatment for tonsils
and adenoids during 1948 was 684,

In addition, five children received operative tréatment for ear conditions.

A hearing aid was supplied by the Local Education Authority for one
case (prior to Sth July, 1948),

Total number of cases attended ... 1,234
Total number of attendances ven | BBE2

[ncluded in these figures are 143 cases referved from Child Welfare Centros.

UVltra-Violet Ray Clinic, Mill Hill Lane, -
Total number of children attended 264
Total number of attendances o 4,585

In addition, 136 cases referred from the Child Welfare Clinies made
2,120 attendances,
Ultra-Violet Ray Clinic, Green Street.—

Total number of children attended 115
Total number of attendances we 1,940

In addition, 10 cases referred from Child Welfare Clinics made 97
attendances.

In both clinics, the types of cases treated were similar to the lists given
in previous reports,
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Orthopaedic Clinic, Mill Hill Lane.—

Total number of cases attended . . 1007
Total number of attendances 24921

Included in these figures are 300 cases referred from Child Welfare Centres

SUMMARY OF TREATMENT :—

(@) At Harlow Wood Orthopeedic Hospital ... 9
(6) Number of X-Ray examinations (at City Hos-
pital) 73
(¢) At the Orthopaedic Clinic :—
Massage, Exercises, Electricity, etc. SO T
Attendances at Splint Maker 424
Speech Clinic.
Number of children attending ... 114
Number of attendances .. 1618
Number of Clinics held ... .. .. .. 290
Number of home visits 49
Number of school visits ... 35

CHILD GUIDANCE CLINIC.
Report by Miss E. S. Broughton, Psychologist,

The year 1048 was marked by an increase in the number of cases referred,
the total number of referrals being 98, with 32 further cases carried forward
for observation. The work is still severely handicapped by the lack of both
Psychiatrist and Psychiatric Social Worker. The loss of contact in follow-up,
which is inevitable while staffing stands as it is, is extremely serious in waork
of this kind. It is only by close parental co-operation that any improvement
can be effected. As staffing stands at present, it is regrettable that the
clinic finds itself of necessity becoming an advisory service rather than a
centre of therapy.

There is also a wide field of work in the schools, where a erying need is felt
for further accommodation for children of subnormal intelligence level, In
addition, 239, of the cases referred here concerned educational backw ardr ess
with all its attendant psychological problems. Only special classes for
remedial teaching with suitably gifted teachers in all sections of the schools
can reduce the number of children leaving for work inadequately equipped
to make the best of the ability they possess! An increase of 5.9, in the
numbers referred from Secondary Modern and Grammar Schools combined
suggests that only now are we beginning to feel the true effect of the upheaval
during war years.

There is also a marked increase in the number of cases referred for
delinguency.  This is usually due to unsettled early home conditions—and
often merely to a lamentable lack of definite parental guidance.
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We are working in close touch with the Speech Therapy Department,
but here again the work is very much hampered by the lack of & Psychiatrist.

We were sorry to lose the services of our remedial teacher, Miss R.
Radford, B.A,, who left in August to join the staff of Leicester Training
College. She has done good work here for many years, working voluntarily
at the opering of the clinic,

In October, Miss N. Gateley (National Froebel Certificate) took on this
important section of the work, and is already proving her ability to interest
the very backward child in achievirg more.  We could well do with a full-time
remedial teacher, as progress in educational ettainment is so often the only
means of helping the child to adjust to a mere normal personality.

We are grateful for helpful co-operation from the School Welfare De-
partment, Social Welfare, Probation and Medical Departments,

During 1948 the Psychologist has lectured on Child Guidance work to
a group of W.E.A. students and also to the Derby Branch of the Nursery
School Association. The lack of staff at the clinic of necessity limits this
very desirable method of making known the value of clinical work,

A social science student from Nottingham University spent the month
of July in the department as part of her practical experience for her diploma,
and another from the London School of Economies also did social work here
in August. In addition, the work of the Child Guidance Clinic has been
explained to students from the Roehampton Froebel Training Institution,
Nottingham University, Manchester Lrairing College, Derby Training College,
Berridge House Domestic Science College, and a Liverpool Training College,

We have an increasing waiting list for remedial teaching.

Finally, it is only by the able service given by the part-time Secretary,
Mrs. Hands, that we can possibly deal with the mass of increasing filing and
case notes. Mrs, Hands” work is a most valuable asset, as her knowledge
of past cases is long and aceurate, !

We look forward hopefully to the day when the appointment of a full
team of workers may make the Child Guidance Clinic an adequate centre
of child therapy.

Survey of Cases, 1948.

New referrals ... 03
Re-referrals ... 5
On observation—ecarried forward ... 32

1300
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HEART AND RHEUMATISM CLINIC.

Number of children attended 41
Number of attendances H2

Includes 10 pre-school children who ]I‘uLlll 12 attendances,
PROVISION OF MEALS.
The number of children on the Free Meal List is 482,
CO-OPERATION OF PARENTS.

The number of parents who attended with their children for routine
medical inspection was as follows :(—

Total Percentage in
Number, Percentage., I'nfant Group.
3,568 50,69 80.79%,

HANDICAPPED PUPILS.

The following is a list of Handicapped Pupils in the area as recorded
at the end of year :—

I'n Maintained
In Primary and In Not |
Special Secondary | Independent at Total .
Schools. Sehools. Schools. | School.
BriND 3 — ' = I =, a
_ i
|
PARTIALLY SIGHTED 14 — — vt 14
| |
DEar 17 | —_ — ! L 17
| i
Pamrmiarry Dear.... .. — 23 — — 23
IYELICATE ... 2 234 —_ 6 242
DIABETIC ... — 1 [ L ! 1 | a
EDUCATIONALLY E ' . |
SUB-NORMAL o8 2 1 18 119
EPILEPTIC ... 1 : 4 gy ool =
MALADIUSTED 4 ] e, ) -
PHYSIOALLY
HANDICAPPED ... i 7 : o4 | 1 | a6 88
Seeeca DEFECT ... ... @ — 100 [ | = 100
é
MuLTrPLE 1MSABPILITIES ... 15 17 & N i | 9 95

Grawp ToTaL ... 161 438 9 5d | 455




1

Educationally Subnormal.
Notified under Section 57 (5), Education Act, 1044...
Notitied under Section 57 (3), Education Act, 1944... 2]

=

Temple House Special School.

During 1948, 21 children were referred for examination regarding their
admission to the School. Of these, 15 were certified as capable of receiving
benefit from instruction in the Special School and were actually admitted ;
6, after examination, were retained in the elementary school,

Work of the Local Branch of the Central Association for Mental We Ifare.

During the year, 40 visits were paid to homes of children who were
oither in or had left Temple House Special School,

Full-time Courses of Higher Education for Blind, Deaf, Defective and
Epileptic Students.

There were no centres for Higher Education or Vocational Praining in
Derby. Suitable cases requiring such training are sent to recognised insti-
tutions elsewhere,

EMPLOYMENT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

During the year, 192 children were examined as to their fitness to
undertake employment. Two were certified unfit.

THE WORK OF THE SCHOOL NURSES.
Seven nurses, including one employed whole-time on orthopae lic work
are engaged on the work of the School Medical Services, In addition, four

nurses are employed on half-time Health and half-time School Medieal
Services,

Home visits i i 2,259
School wvisits el o Sy 115

Visits to Nursery Schools.

Number of visits paid ... 225



(i2
Clinics. Sessions.

Minor Ailments, Specialist Clinics and Ultra Violet
Rayv Clinics. 2,809

VERMINOUS CONDITIONS.

Routine Inspections of all children for the ascertainment of uncleanliness
are carried out in schools twice a year by the Authority’s Cleansing Attendants.
In addition, frequent visits to schools for re-inspection of children listed as
infested at previous inspections are made. All children who are found to
be infested with lice or who appear to be seriously infested with nits, and
those showing fewer nits but appearing to be neglected, are listed for cleansing.
The parents of those children who require cleansing are immediately served
with a notice requiring them to present the children at the cleansing centre,
Children found at subsequent inspections to be re-infested are again required
to attend for cleansing, and the parents are warned that, in the event of a
recurrence, court proceedings will be instituted. Proceedings were taken in
72 such cases in 1948, Parents of those children who are slightly infested
receive a notice notifying them of the condition of the child’s head and
instructions with regard to cleansing. These children are then kept under
periodic review until found to be clean.

Number of individual children cleansed 351

Number of sessions devoted to School Inspections ... 427

MISCELLANEOUS WORK.

Medical examinations were also made as follows :—

Teachers ... 26
Children for Approved Schools or Remand Homes ... 48
Children examined as to suitability for Boarding out... 28
Before proceeding to Woolley Moor Camp School ... 76
Before proceeding to Skegness Seaside Home 404
Before taking part in entertainments ... 26
Before taking part in School Journeys 86
Before proceeding to’ School Camp ... ; g 2004
Before admission to Institutions 7
Before proceeding to Agricultural Camps . 204






A.—RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND BY MEDICAL INSPECTION IN

fid
TABLE Il

THE YEAR ENDED 31sr DECEMBER, 1948,

|
Pertonic |NSPECTIONS.

SPROIAL INaPEOTIONS.

No. of defeots. No. of defeats.
Defect or Disease. |
Requiring to | Requiring to
be kept under be kept under
Requiring observation, Requiring observation,
treatment. but not treatment. but not
requiring requiring
| treatment. treatment.,
|
Skin 149 99 3,080 | 92
Eyes—a. Vision ... 381 153 1,220 412
b. Squint ... 165 57 350 91
¢. Other ol 41 1,051 53
Ears—a. Hearing... 48 35 145 49
b. Dt-ilhia Media 67 65 307 49
¢. Other ... 11 24 404 38
Nose or Throat 299 i 680 1,015 1,048
Speech ggAL ) 60 11 48
Cervieal Glands 11 | oo 46 32
_Hea-rt- and Cireulation a4 163 G4 228
Lungs 125 280 281 365
Developmental—
a. Hernia ... 8 20 15 ]
b. Other 7 8 14 15
Urthopedic—
a. Posture 121 142 101 142
b. Flat foot o1 53 123 78
¢. Other 173 216 362 304
Nervous system—
a Epilepsy 14 0 21 3
b, Other 15 . 32 46 T
Psychological—
a. Development ... 1 34 25 9l
b, Stability 3 13 78 65
Other 282 759 11,683 1,501

=y
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IV—PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Vaccination of Infants during period 1st January- 4th July, 194¢ —

Total number of births ... 1,943
Children under 12 months died UII\'&((iIl&tﬂd 117
[nsusceptible f_i
Postponed ... 15
Successful ... i 456
Conscientious Ul}j{*ltlilll mrtli'u .$1{=-~ 1,120

Vaccination during period 5th July 31st December, 1948 .

Age at 31st December, 1948... Under 1 1—4 i—I14 15 or over Total
.., born in years ... .. 1048 | 1944-1847 | 1954-1943  before 193

I
Privmany VACCINATIONS, ‘
Result of Inspection. |

Typical Primary Vaccinia—

Seventh—Tenth Day ... 26 3 2 11 42
Accelerated (Vaceinoid) Reaction | |
—Fifth—Seventh Day ...| — - — e | — -
Maximum Local Reaction— | '
Second—Third Day s | — 5 === | 1 l
] | |
No Loeal Reaction ‘ 1 — e f el 1
| e
Toriia .. 27 | L | 2 12 44
RE-VACCINATIONS. ‘ '
Resull of Inspechion. . ‘
Typical Primary Vaccinia— | I I
Seventh—Tenth Day ... : — — 7 7
Accelerated (Vaccinoid) Reaetion '
—Fifth—BSeventh Day ... _— — s 11 11
Maximum Local Reaction— | |
Second—Third Day ! — - 1 | 6 7
' )
No Loecal Reaction ket = - o 9 3
| .
ToraLs | —_ I —_ 1 | 26 27
| | |

It will be noticed that there was a marked decrease in the number of
infants vaceinated since July 5th with the advent of the National Health
Service Act, 1946, and it has been decided to encourage vaccination of infants
at the Child Welfare Centres during the coming vear,
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COMMUNICABLE DISEASES.
Pneumonia.

04 cases were notified during the year, of which nearly half ocenrred
in the first four months.  Only two cases were stated to be influenzal in type,
and neither of these proved fatal. There were two deaths from nofified
cases, both males, aged 49 and 79 years, :

Influenza.
There was again very little during the year,

Home Nursing.

Trained nursing assistance for cases of Pneumonia was provided in three
instances, each of which recovered,  For certain other cases the Works Welfare
Nurses were in attendance,

Scarlet Fever.

The number of notifications continued to decrease. "Lhere were 133, as
compared with 143 for the previous vear. The disease was again mild,
During the yvear 55 cases were admitted to Hospital (66 ir 1947),  Of these,
only six were admitted because of complications ; two were transferred from
other hospitals, and the remainder were admitted because of unsatisfactory
housing or social conditions,

Erysipelas. ]
There were 29 cases notified. The only death was a male aged 67 years
who was also suffering from severe abdominal disease,

Diphtheria.

It is very pleasing to report that there was not a single case of Diphtheria
in the Borough during the whole of the year. Five patients were admitted
to Hospital for observation, but on investigation they proved to be either
tongillitis or Vincent’'s angina.

This wonderful achievement is undoubtedly largely due to the very
successful Diphtheria Immunisation campaign commenced by Dr, Haigh in
1931 and carried on so strenuously by him and his successors with the willing
co-operation of the public, It is reasonable to assume that with the coo
operation of the public we have seen the end of Diphtheria in Derby as &
“killing™ disease. It must be emphasised, however, that this most satisfactory
position can only be maintained by the continued willingness of parents to
have their children immunised before their first birthday.

Diphtheria Prophylaxis.

During the year clinics were held at the Central Office, at Child Welfare
Centres, at all Nurseries and Nursery Schools, and at various Primary,
Secondary and Grammar Schools, : '

Number of sessions 902
First attendance of cases b s QAR
Total number of attendances ... s o

i i, tisH

Average attendance per session ... 99
ge i

e L
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Measles.

(lfontrary to expectation, the Measles epidemic of 1947 flared up again
in 1948, and one wonders if the disease is now becoming endemic illp_”ﬂl."b}',
a8 it is in most parts of the country. 1,897 (2,593 in 1947) cases were notified,
of which 21 were cancelled. About 809, of the cases occurred in the first
half of the year. The only death was a stranger aged nine months who was
transferred from the Children’s Hospital to the Derwent Hospital after
Mastoidectomy.

Whooping Cough.

976 cases were notified, of which four died. All the deaths occurred
in babies under one year of age. Whooping (fough immunisation has not
heen offered as a routine at Diphtheria Immunisation Clinics because of its
doubtful value, but has been given on request to 38 children,

Cerebro-Spinal Fever.

Qaven notifications were received, all of whieh were confirmed. Five
of the cases were in infants under the age of 12 months, and the other two
were aged 4 and 6 years. Two cases proved fatal, a girl aged 4 years and
a baby aged 5 months.

Acute Poliomyelitis.

During the year there were nine cases notified (22 in 1947), six of which
proved to be ahortive. All the cases occured in the last quarter of the year,
apart from one in February and one in March. The age range of the cases
was as follows :—1—2 years, 1; 3 years, 1: 4 years, 1 : 12—14 vears, &3
22 years, 1. As in previous years, the cases were seattered throughout the
town, and all came from separate households,

Polio-Encephalitis. ;

One case was notified, a stranger aged 3 years, who died just before
arrival at the Derwent Hospital, the diagnosis being made at a post mortem
examination.

Enteric Fever.
There were three cases of typhoid fever during the year.

1 The first case n{'{'ll]'l'{':ll..lfl‘I'r[ﬂ-r{'h., a boy aged 12 vears, who unfortunately
!Iwrl two days after admission to the Derwent Hospital. The source of
infeetion was not discovered,

The second case oceurred in December, a girl aged 24 years, who made
a complete recovery in the Derwent Hospital. This girl lived at the opposite
end of the same street as the boy, and most intensive investigations were
made with no avail to find a common source of infection, and both families
strongly denied any contact with each other. It was found, however, that
the girl's grandmother was a chronic typhoid carrier. The old lady A
warned of the precantions she should take, and is wvisited I}El'i{;{li(‘-‘:l-”\' hy
ihe Health Visitor, g
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V—TUBERCULOSIS.

Report by Dr, H. G. Grace, Clinical Tuberculosis Officer.

In order that the changes which took place in the Tuberculosis Service
during 1948 may be more easily understood, it is perhaps convenient to
deseribe the measures for the control of Tuberculosis as falling under three
main headings :—

Diagnosis and Treatment.
Prevention.
Jare and After-care,

In Derby, prior to the commencement of the National Health Service,
these activities had been carefully integrated, and the work involved was
carried on from the Chest Centre.

On 5th July, 1948, when the National Health Service Act, 1946, became
operative, respongibility for the Tuberculosis Service (which had, until that
date, been wholly vested in the Local Authority) was divided. Diagnosis
and Treatment became part of the Hospital and Specialist Services adminis-
tered by the Sheflield Regional Hospital Board under Part IT of the Aet,
while Prevention, with Care and After-care, remained the duty of the Local
Health Authority as required by Part III.

The danger of dislocation to the Tuberculosis Services, as they were
before the Appointed Day, had been foreseen and, following the advice of
the Ministry of Health, arrangements were made for part of the services of
the Clinical Tuberculosis Officer to be retained by the Loeal Health Authority
with the object of preserving an effective co-ordination of all branches of
Tuberculosis work.

The net result of the importart changes brought about by the National
Health Service Act, from the point of view of the Derby public, is that the
Chest Centre functions very much as before.

Notifications. Compared with
1948, 1947,
Respiratory Tuberculosis .., 164 203
Non-respiratory Tuberculosis ... 37 31
201 234

Deaths.

Respiratory T'nbercunlosis ... it 59
Non-respiratory Tuberculosis ... 13 12
71 67

e

Of the 58 deaths from respiratory tuberculosis. 41 (719%,) occurred
within two years of notification, this rumber includirg seven instances
where death ocenrred before notification,

(199, of the deaths from non-respiratory tuberculosis (i.e.. nine of the
total thirteen) were not notified before death
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Rehabilitation.

Fourteen patients previously receiving treatment allowances, and three
patients in receipt of Disability Pensions, returned to work.  One ex-serviceman
was placed in a training college,

Six of these patients were registered as Disabled Persons under the
Disabled Persons (Employment) Act, 1944,

Housing.
0

Number of patients awaiting re-housing at end of 1947 -
Number of patients recommended for re-housing during 1948 ...11
Re-housed during 1948 (four in converted army huts and one in

¥

permanent house) ... . D
Deferred by Housing Committee -
Rejected by Housing Committee vl
Converted Army Hut offered to patient, but refused as unsuitable... 3}

No known action i 3

In presenting the above details of the re-housing of patients suffering
from pulmonary tuberculosis, it should be borre in mind that, from the point
of view of safeguarding public health, re-housing of infectious cases now
assumes a greater significance. Whereas before 5th July, 1948, the number
of beds available in sanatorium for tuberculous patients in'the Borough of
Derby was sufficient to obviate a waiting list, this is not now the case. The
Derwent Hospital now serves not orly the Borough of Derby, but a large
area of Derbyshire, This entails a waiting list for admission, with an increased
danger of spread of disease if there is inadequate housing accommodation.

While recognising the difficulties of the present housing position, it

seems reasonable to expect that a true priority should be giver in cases where
infection and overcrowding are known to exist together. '['his has not always
obtained in the past, as the figures given above show,

Finally, the policy which now appears to be followed of re-housing these
patients in converted Army Huts, grouped in one area, is, in my opinion,
nnsatisfactory and should be abandoned forthwith.

.
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Report for the period 1st January 4th July, 1948,

Post Mortem Examinations e
Operations.
Appendicectomy 1
Mastoidectomy ... 3
Ligation of Femoral Veins ]
Tracheotomy ... s Pre Ghs 5 s 1

Derwent Hospital Provisioning.

Diays in Average Cost Average Cost
Hospital Patients of | per Patient
(Patients). per Day. Provigioning. | per Day.
| T
£ sd | 8 d
TN g SRR SC R SR S 2,025 4 9 ‘ + 779
1948, :
1/1/48 to 47 f48 ... P i, 304 2431 1,333 13 0O 4 2,00

+ This includes cost of provisioning stafl.

Tuberculosis Sanatorium Provisioning.

Days in | Average Cost Average Cost
Sanatorinm Patients | of per Patient
(Patients). per Day. | Provisioning. per Day,
' |
£ 8. d, g d.
17 .. 24,625 ' 67.44 4,800 & 10 3 1087
1948, | | o
L/1 /48 to 4T [48 ... 12,822 6803 | 26814 8 1 4 094

+ This includes cost of provisioning stafi.

Tuberculosis Sanatorium.

Admitted (Derby 73, Burton 16, Derbyshire County Clouncil 3) 92

j}iﬁtl LR L LR LR wew wEa iy B IH






VII-MENTAL HEALTH

(1.) Administration.

(a) All the functions of the Local Authority and the Local Health
Authority under the Lunacy and Mental Treatment Acts, 1880—I1930, the
Mental Deficiency Acts, 1913—1938, and Section 51 of the National Health.
Service Act, 1946, stand referred to the Mental Welfare Sub-Committee,
consisting of 10 members of the Health Committee, which meets monthly

(b) Mental Welfare is under the general supervision of the Medical
Officer of Health.

The Medical Superintendent of the Kingsway Hospital and the Senior
School Medical Officer are both approved by the Local Authority for the
purpose of giving medical certificates under the Mental Deficiency Acts,
1913 —14938.

The Mental Welfare Officer, possessing a Social Science Diploma, has
had two years’ experience in training defectives in an institution and 17 years’
experience in community care of mental defectives.

Oceupation Centre Staff. —Supervisor

position vacant.

The Senior Assistant Supervisor (unqgualified) has musical qualifications
and over a vear’s experience in the Centre, and attended a refresher course
in July, 1948,

The Junior Assistant Supervisor had no previous training with mental
defectives, but had three years’™ training and experience in Nursery School
work (holding an Emergeney Diploma) and has now had a year's (':t]u:n'mlw
with the babyv class at the Centre,

The three Duly Authorised Officers appointed were formerly Relieving
Officers under the Social Welfare Committee,

(¢) The Mental Welfare Officer supervises cases on licence from Stoke
Park Colony. Whittington Hall, Farmfield Colony and Stretton Hall :
Stallington Hall, however, where the Local Authority has a number of patients,
employs its own Social Worker for placing cases on licence and visiting them,

Six farms were visited in connection with the placing of two defectives
on licence,
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The Authority accepted the recommendations of the Association of
Municipal Corporations regarding the provision of welfere foods, bedding,
ote,, and, whilst Scale A is an improvement on the previous method of
assessment, [ feel it is unfortunate that no provision is made for taking into
account the patient’s expenditure on reat. In cases where this may be high, -
the National Assistance Board allowance carries the patient above Seale A
but does not improve his net spending power.

General Sickness.

In order to implement the plans for the general sick, it was necessary
for the Almoner to be provided with a central office affording easy access
to the general public and the body of health workers, and, as [ have mentioned
previously, this was brought about by the move to the Central Department.
Close co-operation was established with hospitals within the area, and it is
significant that those hospitals with social service departments have been
foremost in using the Authority’s service, The syvstem adopted was for the
Hospital Almoners to contact the Authority regarding patients requiring
Care and After-care, and for the Authority’s worker to report back his findings
and the action taken or recommended. Inevitably, there was some initial
confusion regarding interpretation of responsibility, but by the end of the
yvear the service was settling down, and after a slow start the number of
patients referred was increasing rapidly towards the end of December.

Contact with the doctor in general practice was also established, and,
though the number of patients referred was small and mainly confined to
the provision of convalescence, there is little doubt that the Aunthority’s
co-operation will be sought increasingly, and the establishment of the Health
Centres is looked forward to as a means of providing personal contact between
the doctor, his patient and the medico-social worker.

The period between July and December was essentially one of transition
and, whilst it is possible to envisage future developments, it is too brief a
period on which to base constructive criticism,

I have pleasure in reporting that, apart from the work directly concerned
with the patient, it has been possible to accept students studyving for social
degrees, from Nottingham University, and I am assured that the CXpPerience
gained during their stay is greatly appreciated by the University, \

[n concluding these remarks, may I acknowledge the valuable assistance
siven by the Ministry of Labour, on whose Disablement Committee T have
the privilege to serve, the National Assistance Board, and the Voluntary
Ageneies within the area,

During the period 5th July to 3lst December, 1948, 666 interviews were
made and 132 patients were referred to the Almoner from the following
SOUCes i —

(‘hest Clinic cow N
Htmpil‘.aﬂh‘ R s =ik
(veneral Practitioners R
Health Visitors, etc. i

Voluntary Agencies e 3
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Home and Domestic Helps.

It will be seen from the information given that rather more use was made
of this service than during 1947,

During the vear 170 applications were received, compared with 129 in_
1947. Details as follows :(—

Home Hrres (Maternity).

114 Applications Received, 35 Applications Withdrawn
3 Paid Full Fee. (32 of which were assessed at reduced
75 Paid Reduced Fee, fee and three at full fee).

1 No Charge Made,

Domestic Herps ([lness).
a6 Applications Received, 3 Applications Withdrawn
2 Paid Full Fee. (All assesseed at reduced fee),
50 Paid Reduced Fee,
1 No Charge Made.

The scale of charges for Domestic and Home Helps already in operation
was continued in the scheme operated under Section 29 of the National Health
Service Act, 1946, A larger proportion of families receive a reduction in fes
than in 1938, the last complete year before the war, though a larger number
pay some part of the cost, as will be seen from the comparative table below,
bearing in mind the fact that the present scale is, if anything, a little more
generous,

Applications Applications  Full Fee  Reduced Fee  No Charge

Peceived,  Withdrawn.  Charged. Tharged. Madye.
1938 2 92 14 21 44 14
19458 170 38 5 125 2

The charges for Domestic Help are made according to Ministry of Health
Circular 110/46, but for Home Helps the charges are slightly higher, though
a reduction is made in cases of illness of more than three weeks' duration.

The scheme, which was commenced in September, 1946, whereby the
aged and infirm receive domestic assistance was continued, Home Helps
making o total of 1,620 visits of approximately three hours weekly to 83
CARES,

The Supervisor made a total of 736 visits to homes in order to assess
the requirements of households in need of domestic assistance and investigato
the sufficiency of assistance given.

Blind Welfare.
Number of Blind Persons on Register at end of year 211

Number of children of school age included in above... 3
Number of Visits by Visitors and Teachers ... ... 780

The Local Authority employs two Blind Visitors and Teachers. both
holding the gualifications of the Association of Colleges for Teachers of the
Blind,
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Regular examination is made of the raw water and of the water going
into supply.  As all water is treated, the majority of samples are taken after
treatment. A total of 431 Bacteriological, 17 Chemical, and 159 pH and
Hardness samples were taken, both at the Works and from various points
in the area of supply. The results of a chemical analysis are appended. -

Only that proportion of supply obtained from the Derwent Valley- Water
Board is liable to plumbo-solvent action. Under the Derwent ‘.T:Ll]c*y Water
Act of 1899, water supplied by the Board is required to be treated by them
for the prevention of such action before the water is delivered to any of the
constituent undertakings.

All water is chlorinated before being passed into supply.

Example of recent chemical analysis of water supplied to the area.
Parts per 100,000*

Total Solid Matter (dried at 180° C} 14.8
Free and Saline Ammonia iz 00072
Albuminoid Ammonia ... 00024
Nitrogen as Nitrites A
Nitrogen as Nitrates ... 0,055
Chlorine (present as (.‘hlunde] i 1.35
Oxygen absorbed in four hours at 80° F. ... 0,057
Temporary L 4.2
Hardness Permanent 5.1
Total .3

Oxygen in Solution
Oxygen absorbed in five (lay:-,.
Dissolved Carbon Dioxide

Metals ... .,'.' R e S e e
Free Chlorine s 0011
(Signed) R. W. SUI'TON,

*—To convert parts per 100,000 to grains per gallon, multiply by 0.7.

Supply.
Number of gallons of water supplied to Derby from Public |
Supply (Derby Water Area. which includes Borough and

various Parishes outside) ... 21y e 3,030,334,000
Gallons per day per head of population o 39.04
Percentage of total quantity from the Derwent V nllw Hupph 749,
Used during the year. Gallons,
Sewer Flushing 495,505
Street Watering 499,695
Steam Rolling 38,496
SEWERAGE.

The following information is supplied by Mr., M. L. Francis, Borough
Engineer and Survevor :—

On the sufficiency of drainage, new local pumping stations have been

erected and put into operation in connection with the converted Osmaston
Camp site and the new Queensway School.
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Refuse Disposal.
Controlled Tipping—Alvaston Tip ... .- 21,0563 tons.
—Other Tips e WL
Burned in the Destructors ... ... 20,610,
41,663 ,,
Extracted from Refuse and Sold.
Tins ... 476 tons. Bones H tons.
Iron 0 Glass ah e O . s
Waste Paper | b Cinders cun | ARAESY
Textiles ... vy ) TR Milk Bottles ! Y
Food Waste SRR [ -, 7 s

(concentrated)

Moveable Ashbins Provided.

Housing Committee ... 750
Private Owners ... 1,646

2,206
Number of Cats, Dogs, ete., disposed of ... e 3,804

Power Vehicles utilised for Cleansing Purposes.
1. Collection of Refuse and Salvage :—

Petrol Motor 17
Horse Drawn —

2, BStreet Cleansing and Watering :—
Petrol Motor
Mechanical Gully Emptiers

i Sweepers (Lacre)
Street Washing Machine ...

RIVERS POLLUTION.

A regular inspection has been made of all the brooks within the Borough,
and again I ean say that no serious peollution has been found.,

The Borough Survevor reports that a veryv old connection from the
Brighton Road sewer to a watercourse at Alvaston Recreation Ground has
beoen located and cut off, and a continuous watch is kept for any poilution
by trade effluents.

Ll S o

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION.

Number of observations et 108
Number of inspections and vigits ... 544

(Good progress has been made during the year in freeing the town from
grit arising from the use of pulverised coal, but there is much vet to be done.

A start has been made by one firm, which is at present causing s serious
smoke nuisance, in constructing a complete new haoiler plant with all the
necessary accessories for the prevention of smoke, This, T hope, will be
completed during the coming year,
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Defects Remedied—Contd.
Houses ... ... OQCellars cleansed.... 5
Damp-coursed and made -.']ry 3
Paving repaired = .
Floors rapaimd o i)
Walls repaired .. by gl cie [T .
Windows repaired ... e wee 363
Firegrates repaired ... 81
Plaster repaired v 488
Water ... ... Pipes, etc., repaired ... sagore )
Town water taken into house 34
Other nuisances or defects remedied... ... .. .. 206

' visita—15,673.
Notices served—2,462,

MILK.

The past yvear, from a health point of view, has heen most satisfactory
so far as the milk industry is concerned. The high standard of previous
vears has been maintained, there having been but few complaints—and these
were cases where milk has gone sour—but on investigation the dairyman
was never found to be at fault. To evervone I say, take more care how you
store your milk until used.

About 959%, of the milk now sold in the Borough is milk coming within
the Special Designations Regulations. In the near future the Government
is to operate the new Milk and Dairies Order; this will take from Local
Authorities much of the control they now }m.ve. This I congider to be a

most retrograde step.

Dairymen and Purveyors resident inside the Borough ... 32

Cowkeepers resident inside the Borough ... iaatdD
Cowkeepers supplying Accredited Milk R
Retail Purveyors resident outside the Borough ... v 08

Dairymen and Purveyors registered for the sale of designated milk :—

Tuberculin Tested Certified e o
Pasteurised ... .
Accredited ... e |

Samples Possed  Failed
taken. Possed. Failed, both. both.
PASTEURISED MILK.

Phosphatase Test ... G0 a9 I 55 1
Methylene Blue Test 60 it 4

In 1 case Methylene Blue Test could not be carried out owing to temperature
exceeding 65° F
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Houses Allocated during the Year for the following purposes.

Slim Clearance o TEAC e |
Tuberculogis 6

Town Improvements

ERADICATION OF VERMIN (BED BUGS, BEETLES, FLEAS, ANTS,
SILVER-FISH, ETC.).

Good work has been done in this section of our work and much help
has been given by the tenants of the houses, who have now learned to appreciate
the good service which is given free of cost and without a great disturbance
as in the past, when the results were never satisfactory,

With our present system of the use of D.D.T. solution and powder, we
still continne to get 1009, results.

Apart from the disinfestation of private houses, much work has been
done in factories, canteens and hospitals., This work is confined to the
destruction of ants, beetles, silver-fish, etc., and in every case the occupiers
have been most satisfied,

Number of houses disinfested st cr 100
Number of complaints received and dealt w1t-]| .

In addition to the above, six Council Hounses were found infested and
were cleansed by the Local Authority.

MEAT INSPECTIONS.

Much important work has been carried out during the past year under
difficult conditions. as the following figures will show, as we are still without
a modern abattoiv., I understand. however, that some steps have Feen taken
in this direction, and I hope that the provision of a modern abattoir will he
hastened along.

Number of animals slaughtered :—Cattle 13,608, sheep 25,362, pigs 2,570,
calves 13,064,

These fizares include casalties, 539,
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(¢) lce Cream.

During the vear, 30 informal samples of ice cream were examined, and
of these 26 were classed as unsatisfactory.

. . ‘e
There is no legal standard for ice cream, but under ordinary conditions
of supply & minimum fat content of 8 per cent. would be regarded as reasonable,
The deficiencies stated in Table 3 are based on this requirement.

The percentages of fat in the samples examined were as follows :(—

Per cent. Fat, No. of samples,
0—1.9 ... MO L
2—3.9 ... e Ak
4—5.9 ... EPTR
6—7.9 ... sz e B
3—9.9 ... e il
Above 10 |

It will be seen that there is a considerable variation in quality, The
lowest figure recorded was (1.5 per cent. and the highest 10.1 per cent,

ii.—Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act.

During the year 1948, 32 samples were taken urder the above Act ard
nine samples were reported agairst. In some instances the deficiercies were
small, and in others, where the analysis disclosed some differences from tho
composition guaranteed, the irregularities, although representing a failure to
conform with the requirements of the Act, did not operate to the prejudice
of the purchaser, Particulars are given below of the more serious irregu-
larities,

|
NATIONAL PourtrRY MAasH (SAaMPLE No. 30—INFORMAL).

This informal sample was 19 per cent. deficient in albuminoids, A
formal sample was taken ard fourd to be satisfactory.

MorassEp CrRUSHED Parm KERNEL MEAL (SAMPLE No. 36—INFORMAL)

This informal sample contained 40 per cent. excess fibre. A formal
sample taken later was found to be satisfactory.

Tomaro FERTILISER, ToP DrEssmvg No. 5 (SamPLE No. 49—IXFORMAL),

This informal sample was deficient in soluble phosphoric acid and there
was a corresponding excess of insoluble phosphoric acid. The deficiency
and the excess were greater than the limite of variation permitted in the
Regulations.

Further investigation was made, and the manufacturers contended that
the irregularity was due to the age of the sample. It is in fact true that the
soluble phosphoric acid in superphosphate (which was one of the components
of the fertiliser) does tend to revert to an insoluble form on storage.
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Defects Found.

NUMBER OF [DEFECTS.
| ' NUMBER
REe- oF
PARTICULARS. Fouxp. | REME- FERRED PROSE-
pIED.  TO H.M. CUTIUHS
Insp. |

Want of cleanliness ...
Overcrowding ..
Unreasonable t-ampera.tura "
in&cﬂ:igguata mnmln.tm?ﬂm
neffective drainage o IB...
Insufficient ...
Unsuitable or
Sanitary defective ...| 156 157 S
Conveniences | Not separate | _ |
for sexes ... 12 11
Other offencea v H B
(not including offences re- I
lating to Home Work or ! '
offences under the Sections
mentioned in the Schedule
to the Ministry of Health
(Factories and Workshops
Transfer of Powers) Order,
1921, and re-enacted in the

Third Schedule to the
Factories Act, 1937).

Emul !I-I-

o Totel, . i o] dBl e

Registered Factories.

Factories with mechanical power ... 599
% without o w DB
Bakehouses with mechanical power ... .. 34
= without ,, o SERE

Total ces DT
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Treatment.

Pre-baiting is still advocated as being the best method, one to fouwr days
pre-bait according to the size of infestation, premises and location, with
poison mixed the next day. Sausage rusk is the main bait with zine phosphide
as poison, and bread mash with arsenic as an alternative. Other baits used
are wheat and oats, with barium carbonate poison. Traps are an advantage
in the case of single rodents, or to clear finally premises where poison has
been used.

The number of visits made to Corporation premises was 182, the prineipal
infestations being at the Sewage Disposal Works, Cattle Market, Slaughter-
houses, Refuse Destructors, Tips, Schools and Parks, ete. 32 visits weve
madle to Hospitals and similar institutions, together with 161 visits to private
residential premises, where treatment is now free.

Business premises (factories, offices, shops and stores) necessitated 105
visits, 40 being to premises on contract. We now have contracts with 11
firms where periodical visits, every four to six weeks or more often if required,
are made.

The sewers of the town were again treated during two periods, viz., April
to June and October to November. Hstimated by the bait and poison “takes,”
the evidence showed a decline in the rat population.

We still have to contend with an influx into the town from the country
districts, which is evidenced by the increase in complaints when the colder
weather approaches,

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

Number on Register FTR
Number of Rooms registered for Sleeping ... .. 33
Number of Lodgers provided for . 268
Notices and Cautions given in respect of Breaches of the Acts and
Bye-laws saped

HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS.
Number on Register

R

These honses arve of a very unsatisfactory type and totally unsuited
for the purpose for which they are being used, and in my opinion are incapable
of being made into suitable dwellings. No action has been taken with these
premises, as I am awaiting the time when the whole of the area in which
these houses are situated may be considered for demolition.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

On Register at beginning of year s A
On Register at end of year Al
Factories without mechanical power ... ]

B ']th 1) ”» . . B





















