[Report 1945] / Medical Officer of Health, Dawley U.D.C.

Contributors

Dawley (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1945

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/tyhs4xjd

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
















instituting a cost for waiting — a department of the service
which was liable to abuse.

MORTUARY.

The present facilities are of a make-shift character. At one
time postmortems were conducted in an anteroom of the local
hall and now in premises originally used for A.R.P. purposes.
A small sum 1s given by the County Authority for maintenance.
It is hoped that better facilities will be able to be offered and
adequate accommodation provided —if need be by Joint
Authority effort.

Section C.
Sanitary Circumstances of the Area

SCAVENGING.

There are two wvehicles in use for refuse collection ; both
motor driven. As one of these has been added in the current year
this addition has reflected itself in a speeding up of the collections.
A complete service i1s now given every 10 days. To meet the
difficulties of night-soil collection, again, a new metal-container .
waggon has been bought. This is a great improvement on its
predecessor. As in the war years labour difficulties have been
the main problem and this particularly in relationship to night
soil collection. It is, however, satisfactory to note that on the
estimation of work completed at the end of the year the total
showed considerable increase.

As has been stated before the Authority has extended its
area of service beyond that of its boundary to meet the need of
a neighbouring Authority and this service is still being maintained.
At the moment there are four major areas for tipping and with
this number of tips there is difficulty in giving a controlled service
as is desired. An additional handicap is the disposal on the sites
of rubbish by unauthorised persons. This has presented a con-
siderable problem to the Council where the tip is situated close
to the Town centre. The Authority is doing all that it can to
enforce a standard type of dustbin and to accelerate this is
purchasing a stock of receptacles which householders can buy at
reasonable rates. It is hoped that advantage will be taken of
this or steps may have to be taken to make the dustbin an addi-
tional authority controlled service and have it paid for from an
additional rate collection.

SALVAGE,

This is under the control of the Council who receive co-opera-
tion from the Women's Voluntary Service. These collections
are limited and are largely made up from rags, bones and paper.
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SEWERAGE AND DISPOSAL.

The method of disposal remains unchanged. At the Stirchley
works some difhculty was experienced but, on attention, the
effluent was reported as satisfactory with the exception of a high
manganese content ; the presence of this chemical could not be
explained. Despite the continuance of the present arrangements
it is confidently expected that the new works will be able to be
started very shortly, as the retarding influences are lack of labour
and material. With privies, again the exigencies of the times
preclude their abolition but this is a work which is much in mind
and will be undertaken as soon as permissible. It is fully apprecia-
ated locally that privies are liable to become a nuisance, a fruitful
ground for fly-breeding and also a means to food infection, with
consequent ill effects on consumers.

Section D.
Housing

The Council decided, finally, to take no measures to provide
temporary houses. In this they were actuated by the lack of
provision for solid fuel consumption, the homes being dependent
on gas or electricity. In the matter of permanent houses plans
have been passed and preliminary steps taken, in conjunction
with the Ministry of Health, to provide 40 homes immediately —
these out of a group of 130 which are to be built at Malinslee.
While none are as yet ready it is hoped that they will all be
completed in the incoming year. In all, the Authority intends
to build over 600 new houses within the next few years which
should bring the total property Council-owned to some 1,100
dwellings. Of the aforesaid 600 houses tenants will be provided
from a waiting list of applicants, of which there are now some
500, while the remainder will be of displaced persons from homes
scheduled for slum-clearance or demolition. Shortage of labour
and material still hinders repairs. Although the Council Property
has been well served by reason of the use of direct labour and some
degree of priority In obtaining replacements private owners
have been more badly affected. With this position the service
and enforcement of notices has been greatly impeded.

There are a few caravans and shed dwellings scattered over
the District, but few complaints have arisen as a result of these.
It is felt, however, that the adoption of standard byelaws would
facilitate administration in this connection and give the control
needed.

In response to the request of the Ministry of Health notice
was given of the need of registration of rooms for persons without
homes, but no replies were received. This would seem to indicate
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