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Clinics and Treatment Centres.
1

Name of Clinic | Situation. Day and Time. By whom provided.

or Centre.

— — PR — I —_— — - : :
Child Welfare. Civic Health Centre. | Monday, 2 p.m. Lancashire County
Thursday, 2 p.m. Council.
Child Welfare. Greenfield Institute. | Tuesday 2 p.m. :Lun%gnshirqlCuum:«r
| [ ~ouncil.
Ante-Natal. Civic Health Centre. I'I'uesdu;- and Thurs-|Lancashire County
| day, 10 a.m, Council.

| Wednesday, 2 p.m.
1st and 3rd Fridn};s.l
| 9-320 a.m.
(Specialist).
|
Maternity and Child| Civic Health Centre. |Tuesday and Thurs-|Lancashire County
Welfare Dental. | day, 9-30 a.m. Council.
by appointment.

Diphtheria_ Civic Health Centre. | Monday, 2 p.m. | Lancashire County
Immunisation. 'hursday, 2 p.m. | Council.

Ultra-Violet Light. Civic Health Centre. Tuesday, 2 p.m. |Lancashire County
Friday, 2 p.m. Council.
| by appointment.

| |

. |Tuesday and Thurs Lancashire County
F day, 9-30 a.m. Council.

by appointment. |

School Dental. Civic Health Centre

School Clinics. Civic Health Centre. Minor Ailments. |Lancashire County
Monday to Friday, | Council. '
9 am. and 4 p.m. |
|, Saturday, 8 am. |
| Tuesday and Friday,
2 p.m.,
| by appointment.

Ophthalmie, | Civic Health Centre. Wednesday, 2 p.m. |Lancashire County
i Council. i

Orthopadic. Civic Health Centre. | Wednesday, 10 a.m.|Lancashire’ Countv
Council. ;

Cardiac Clinic for|Health Department,| Alternate Tuesdays | Blackburn
Expectant and| Victoria Street, by appeintment. | Corporation
Nursing Mothers.| Blackburn. :

Cardiac  Clinic  for| Tullvallan Open Air! Bv appointment L ;
1 , 3 | by . ancash -
Schoolchildren. | School, Darwen. | le:'Jr;il.CGum"
Tuberculosis 40, Duke Street Thursday, 9-15 a.m. M i
_ : atreet, sday, f a.m. | Manchester R -
Dispensary. | Blackburn, by appointment, ||u=-‘~|:ihﬂr Hf:j"rnl'gnﬂ
Venereal Diseases | Roval Infirmary, Males — Wednesday, Manchester Regional
i Blackburn. 5 p.m, to 7 p.m. Hospital B e
- k. ospital  Board,
| I'hursday, 2 p.m. to
4 p.m.
Females — Monday

i 2 pom, to 4 p.m.
| 5 pm. to 7 p.m.

B.C.G. Vaccination|Civic Health C :
o i i F: al ealth Centre. | By s / :
S Rk ety By appointment. ‘Manchester Regianal

aof Tuherculosis, | }'iﬂfd]rital Board.




Civic HEALTH CENTRE,
DARWEN.

July, 1953.

To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PuUBLIC HEALTH COMMITIEE.

LapiEs axp GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting to you the Annual Report of the Public Health
Department for 1952,

The birth rate was somewhat lower than for the whole country and there has
been a slight fall in the total population.

Measles was again very prevalent, and, as [ have previously remarked, is not
showing the decline in alternate years which we had come to expect. But it is probable
that variations in birth rates in past vears and the resultant variations in the number of
voung children may largely explain this. The diphtheria outbreak that began at the
end of 1951 continued as expected for some months into 1952, and I think it worth
repeating the comments 1 made in the 1951 report. This outhreak appears to have
originated in a child whose parents had declined to have him immunised : his initial
sore¢ throat in November, 1951, was not recognised as diphtheria, and it was only in
January, 1952, when palatal paralysis occurred (some six weeks after infection) that
the true condition was discovered, It was indecd fortunate for this child that the
palatal paralysis was not accompanied by the deadly late heart involvement, which
caused so many deaths in former vears. From this child the infection spread at first
only among other non-immunised children. In the later stages of the outbreak cases
were notified amongst a small number of immunised children, but ¢ f these some were
carriers and not genuine cases of diphtheria. The lesson is plain, diphtheria is still
a menace, and the present scarcity of cases is due not to the disappearance of the
infection but to the protection given by immunisation. It was fortunate that this outbreak
was due to a mild tvpe of organism otherwise a considerable number of preventable
child deaths would have grimly emphasised the danger. It cannot be too strongly
emphasised that immunisation must not be neglected. This deadly disease can easily
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become again a menace unless we maintain our precautions. The incidence of other

infectious diseases was very low.

Infant mortality was rather higher than the previous vear’s remarkable figure.
but happily the numbers of babies dving is now so small that even a single additional
death makes a marked change in the rates calculated.

[ thank you Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, for your support and kindness
throughout the vear, and all the members of the Health Department for a vear of good
work, and friendly co-operation,

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
R. C. WEBSTER,

MEeDical OUFFICER OF HEALTH



PART 1|

Statistics and Social Conditions
General Provisions of the Health Services

Prevalence and Control of Infectious Diseases

BY
R. C. WEBSTER, B.Sc, M.D., D.P.H., D.C.H.

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH






Summary of Statistics and Social Conditions

GEMERAL
INFORMATION.

LIVE BIRTHS.

STILLBIRTHS:

DEATHS:

MORTALITY
RATES PER
1,000 EST.
POPULATION,

MATERNAL
MORTALITY,

1952

Geographical Position ... Lat. 53° 41' 25" N. Lon. 2° 28" 32% \\.

Elevation above sea level ........................ 500 ft, to over 800 fi.
Geological formation... Boulder clay and sand, over coal measures,
T e ey Rk o SR W o L YL o, AR 5,959
Population—Census, 1951  .....ococoiiiiiiiiiiiiinine T eI 30,827
Population — Registrar-General's Mid-vear Estimate

e £ s e e e e e P et 12 T
Number of Inhabiied Houses—Census, 1951 .. ................ 10 634
Number of Inhabited Houses at end of 1952 .......cocooeee. 10,840

Number of families or separate occupiers at Census, 1951 10,797
BatEa bl N alier: - e e £192 450

Sum represented by a Penny Rate ...........c.ooovvnvnviapennns T63

The inhabitants are mainly of the artisan, or working class,
and the principal industries are cotton weaving, paper making
and staining, plastic and paint manufacturing and engineering
trades.

Of a total of 14,344 insured adult persons, the average per
cent. unemploved was 2.7 and of 850 insured juveniles, the
average unemploved was 0.625 per cent. The corresponding
figures for 1951 were:—Percentage adult unemplovment, .2
percentage juvenile unemployment, 0.45.

SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS.
Males. Females. Total

Legitimate ......... 208 ... 186 ... 394 Birth-rate per 1,000
[Hegitimate ........ 13 .. $ .. 17 estimated home
S e population mid-1952;
‘Total ... 2821 .. 180 ... ‘411 Crude ...... 13.4
—_— - — Adjusted ... 14.2

Legitimate ......... i IR e i
Megitimate ........ | A, Ny i Rate per 1,000 jotal
— —— Births ......... a9

Total ..... i AT Fe 14

Death-rate per 1,000

estimated home

245 . 998 .. 474 population mid-1952:

Crude ...... 1556

Adjusted ... 13.6

BeamirRiors ToB. oo iiinins rissassvaeirs : S B e ST |
Malignant Neopnlasmmg, €.  t.vesrssunrrissnsssirarsasanssmanivisiansprs  SaDD
Deaths from Pregnancy, Childbirth and Abortion ......... Nil
Mortality Rate per 1,000 total Births ... L L Nil
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INFANTILE Rate per 1,000
MORTALITY. Males. Females. Total. Live Births
(Infants under Legitimate Infants 10 4 _1_1 =
the age of legitimate Infants il il Nil
1 year.) vy =k e - 2=
Total Deaths 1i 4 L A4
INFANTILE MORTALITY RATES.
| England and Smaller Towns
Year. Darwen. Wales. 26,000 to 50,000.
1943 47 44 46
1944 I 46 4G 44
1945 | 72 4G 43
14946 | 34 4 a7
1947 a4 41 46
1945 31 44 a2
1949 a5 32 a0
1950 A 29.8 249. 4
1951 24 29.6 27.6
1952 34 | 27.6 25.8
OTHER KRate per 1,000
INFANT Total. population.
DEATHS. Deaths from Measles (at all ages) ... Wil i, 00
Deaths from Whooping Cough (at all
ages| Nil 0,000
Deaths from Iharrhoea (under 2 vears)... Nil 0. 00
HNED-HNATAL Neaths of Infants under four weeks of age . 12
MORTALITY. Mortality rate per 1,000 Live Births ag

Births.—The number of live births registered during the vear was 411, giving a
birth-rate adjusted by comparison with the estimated home population of 14.2 per 1.000
he trend of this rate over the past ten vears, in comparison with the rate for England
and Wales, is shown in the following table-

Year,

1943
1 84
1945
1946
1947
1 948
1 Gdth
1950
1941
195%

Male.

213
220
205
266
404
257
213
220
236
221

DARWEXN,

MNo. of Births,

Female.

212
192
183
230
274
244
238
194
214
190

425
412
388
495
aTT
a01
451
414
449
411

: — | Rate per 1,000
Total.

14.9

14.53
13.72
16.
149.
1.
14,
14.
15,
14.5

=Sk S -

ENGLAND
AND WaLEs,

Rate per 1,000

16.5
17.6
16.1
19.1
20,5
17.9
16.7
15.8
15.5
15.3
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Illegitimate Births,—The following table shows the number of illegitimate births
and deaths for the past ten vears:—

Death Rate

Rate per cent.| No. of Deaths per 1,000

Year. No, of Births. of under Illegitimate

Live Births. 1 year, Live Births
1944 28 6. 79 4 142
1945 a2 B.25 3 93
1946 30 .45 1 33
1947 21 304 Nil Nil
1948 14 3.00 1 B
1949 1% 3.99 Nil Nil
1950 14 4.58 Nil Nil
1951 17 3.76 1 iT)
1952 17 4.13 , Nil Nil

Stillbirths.—The table given below sets out details relating to stillbirths for the
past ten vears:—

- Rate per 1,000
No. of Stillbirths. | Population.

Year. | ——————— — ! Rate ENGLAND
Legiti- [Negiti- | per 1,000 AND
. ~ mate, | mate, | Total. | Births DARWEN, |  WALES,
1943 22 2 24 ' 53 0.84 0.51
1944 21 1 22 53 0.77 | 0.50
1945 13 Nil 13 32 0.46 0.46
1946 11 Nil 11 21 0.37 | 0.53
1947 14 2 16 27 0.53 0.50
1945 12 Nil 12 24 0.39 0.42
1949 14 Nil 14 30 0. 45 0.39
1950 17 Nil 7 39 0.54 0.37
1851 12 1 13 28 0.40 0.36
1952 11 3 14 | 33 (.45 0.35

Deaths.—The number of deaths of Darwen residents which occurred during the
vear was 473, representing an adjusted death-rate per 1,000 of the population of 13.6

The trend of the death-rate of the Borough for the past ten years is shown below
in comparison with the rate for England and Wales :—

wiie EXGLAND AND
Year. SR . WALES.
Tota] Deaths, . Rate per 1,000. Rate per 1,000,
1943 497 17.4 12.1
1944 429 15.1 | 11.6
1945 440 15.5 ' 11.4
1940 446 16.6 11.5
1947 446 16.0 ' 12.0
19458 461 14.0 10.8
1949 525 ' 14.6 11.7
1850 489 | 1.3.81 1.6
1951 671 16.4 | 12.5
1962 473 | 13.6 11.3
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The following is a copy of the information supplied by the Registrar General of
the causes and sex distribution of deaths of Darwen residents. The information does

not include non-civilian deaths ;—

|
Cause of Death. Males. Females. | Total.
|

Tuberculosis, respiralory ..oocveeiiiiiiiieenn 1 ‘ 1 | 2
giithaly vl L RO R B — —
Syphilitic digease ... v e I — — -—
Panhiheris: | ioninaniaa s sea il _ . — |
NehcomRE Longh: e e s s — ' - —
Meningococcal infections .........icocovivesianes, == 25 I 5e
ncute Pohomyelitis  ....osssisiisnssssxsssnrarmnas e - | =
Measles .......... — — —
Other Infective anl:l Pdl‘ablllc dl'aeas.es ....... —= 1 1
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach ........c...c.... = 4 2
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus | 10 = 10
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast _................... , - 3 3
Malignant Neoplasm, Uterns ........ sl — U 9
Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neul‘r].mn- 23 9] 43
Lenkzmia, Aleuleermia  ooooiiiiiiiirioniaion. 1 [ —_ 1
IR ot e e e e T : == -— —
Vascular Lesions of Nervous Svstem ........ 14 41 74
Coronary Disease, Angina .........ccovivmvninne.s a7 15 52
Hypertension with Heart Disease ............. a 9 4
Other Heart DisSease .......cccovevverrirrarnesennss 45 id 1014
Other Circulatory Disease .........cceecociininss 12 8 I 24
151§ T T B e N T e 1 1 9
an o by | R S e A e e S ] 0 18
e et - AR S L e e s 14 13 27
Other Diseases of Respiratory System ... — 5 -
Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum 1 — 4
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrheea ... ... £ 1 5
Nephritis and Nephrosis 5 7 [ 19
Hyperplasia of Prostate kAR BT TR 2 = i 9
Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion ,.............. e i
Congenital Malformations ........................ 1 = i
Other Defined and Tll-defined Diseases ... a4 18 98
Mator Vehicle Accidents ] 2 s
All other Accidents PP e L e [ ] 15
sHIode. G i 5 et 4 e | i
Homicide and ﬂ]mmhmn nf W.ur 9 . | 9

g U] v 1 LN PR RIS e I 245 208 47




General Provisions of Health Services.

LABORATORY
FACILITIES.

A comprehensive range of services is maintained by the
Local Health Authority, Lancashire County Council, including
Ante-Natal Clinics, Child Welfare Clinics, Ultra-Violet Light
Chinics, Speech Therapy Clinics and other School Health Ser-
vices.—Medical and Dental.

Ambulance service is provided by Lancashire County
Council.

Hospital services are provided by Manchester Regional
Hospital Board, including general hospital facilities in Black.
burn and a Maternity Home in the former Darwen Infectious
Diseases Hospital at Bull Hill.

The Pathological and Bacteriological Department of the
Blackburn and East lLancashire Roval Infirmary undertake all
Public Health laboratory work for the Borough of Darwen, in
accordance with the Government scheme now being officially
carried out in this area by the Manchester Regional Hospital
Board.
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Prevalence and Control of Infectious Diseases.

The numerical and age incidence of infectious diseases, other than tuberculosis,
is shown in the following table, which includes particulars of Darwen cases notified and

accepted, cases removed to hospital, and deaths from infectious diseases.

The so-called

minor infectious diseases, other than measles and whooping cough, are not included in
statistics

the table, as they are not notifiable in Darwen and, therefore,

incidence are not reliable.

as to their

Disease.

Smallpox
Scarlet Fever .........|
Diphtheria  (includ-
ing Membranous
L8 Tv) o ) [
Enteric or Typhoid
Fever (excluding
Paratyphoid
Paratvphoid Fever...
Measles (excluding
Rubella) ............|
Whooping Cough ...
Acute Pneumonia -
(Primarv and
Influenzal)
Puerperal Pyvrexia ...
Meningococcal
Infection AT
Acute Poliomyelitis: |
Paralytic i,
Non-Paralytic ......|
Acute Encephalitis:
Infective ..............
Post-Infectious ...,
Dvsentery
Ophthalmia
torum
Erysipelas
Malaria—
Contracted in:
England and Wales
Abroad »
Food Poisoning ......

Neona-

...............

Totals

Cases Notified and Accepted
| Years.

Total | |
Cases |[[Tn - | .
at all | der
Ages.| 1 1 <38 [

1
158 197 | 6

12 1] 1

473
41

15

" "
- u
FE 5

i

651

20 108 1198 300

2]

| 25

19 | 9 |18

4

5
and

8 over

' Deaths

¢

Total

removed

Hospital.

Total
Cases [reaths in
Hospital
{ peraon
belopging

to digtrict

Haospital
from
district

13

i

106 9

14




The following table gives the comparative incidence of infectious diseases during
the past five vears:—

Disease. : 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951 1952
R — I = —_— — — e - —
SearlEt FRVEr . iivicesinsissenis] 134 75 I 24 75 a8
Diphtheria ... nices) 1 _ 4 - 15 59
Enteric or Itphmd Fever ....
R T e e B R { 487 314 [ 267 340 473
Whooping Cough ............... 119 72 . 242 Th 41
Pneumonia (Acute Primary [ [
and Acute Influenzal} ...... 21 33 12 23 18
Puerperal Pyrexia 1 4 1 4
Meningoccal Infection ....... . 1
Cerebro-Spinal Fever ......... 1 I !
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ...... B 1 1 [ 2
Erysipelas e 4 3 ' 2 ' 6 9
Dysentery ... 1 22 | 157
Acute Poliomyelitis ............| 5 G
Acute Polio-Encephalitis . | 1 i
Acute Poliomvelitis Non-
0T O R | 1
Gastro-Enteritis  .................| 1 I
E’amn shoid  Fever ..............| 1 | 1
Food Poisoning ................. 6 !
Malaria (contracted _-"n'r}t-n;u!]l | 1
— = | — - e
*l‘ntalﬁ 775 513 | 578 ' 699 i8]




TUBERCULOSIS.

under the Regional Hospital Board.

Cases of Tuberculosis were admitted to various Sanatoria

The Tuberculosis Scheme is administered by the Lancashire County Counci| and
Regional Hospital Board, but the Area Tuberculosis Officer and Nurse maintain I!_HF.'Z‘
co-operation with the Public Health Department, furnishing particulars about housing
The necessary disinfection is carried out by

conditions, and environment generally.
the Public Health Department.

The following table shows the age group incidence of new cases ol tuberculosis
notified, and the deaths from the disease, during 1652 :

Age Periods.

B5—T75

.............

............

75 and upwards..

Totals ..o ,

NEw Cases.

Non-

Respiratory,

Respiratory,
M. F. M.
y 1
1
[ A .
1 U]
1 (i
4 3
2
2
11 | 10 2
———— — m—
21

F.

Respiratory,

IJEATHS.

Non-
Respiratory.

Sl et 1 | M. F.
, ' R
| | !
| | |

1 1 | |

..12. |

3 1
4 | ‘"

Respiratory, Non-Respiratory,
?Enr‘ - — — ...‘ R - = e rIIUT_aJ ;
Male, | Female. || Male. Female.
s = | ——— . |
1042 14 7 g 4 3 ' 28
1943 15 5 5 | 25
1944 15 6 1 9 | 24
1945 7 5 g 3 20
19446 (] 7 3 ' 2 19
1047 23 o 13 | ] 49
948 15 ' 8 B | 10 41
1949 fi 12 b | 2 25
1950 156 13 4 [ H | a8
1951 12 14 a | 4 33
NATIONAL Three persons were dealt with under this Section,
ASSISTANCE
AGT, 1948,

The following table shows the number of new cases of Tuberculosis placed on
the Register during the last 10 years:.—

SECTION 47,

16




PART Il
ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE.

Sanitary Circumstances of the Area
(including Public Cleansing)

Housing, and

Inspection and Supervision of Food
BY

E. P. McGLYNN, Esq. M.R.5.1., M.5.LA., Etc.
SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR AND
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC CLEANSING.






Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

WATER.

SAMPLING.

SEWERAGE,

DRAINAGE

AND CLOSET

ACCOMMODA-
TION.

Resegrvoirs.—\\'ater is supplied on the constant svstem from
the following reservoirs: Sunnyhurst Hey, Earnsdale and Bull Hill,
of which the first two are open, and the last closed. All the water
is from moorland gathering grounds. Water in the Bull Hill
Reservoir 1s supplied from Bolton.

Purification.—All water is sandfiltered and chlorinated.

Supply.—The approximate number of dwelling-houses
supphied direct is 10,672, )

Chemical.—Seven samples of water from public supplies,
and five samples from private supplies were submitted for
analvsis during the vear.

Seven samples from public supplies and four samples from
private supplies were satisfactorily reported upon, whilst one
sample from a private supply was unsatisfactorily reported upon.
The usual precautions were taken to render its use safe,

Bacteriological.—Nine samples of drinking water were sub.
mitted for bacteriological examinalion, six from public supplies
and three from three private supplies.

Six samples from public supplies and two samples from
private supplies were satisfactorily reported upon, whilst one
sample from a private supply was reported as doubtful. Further
samples of this supply are being taken periodically.

I'he table below gives the closet accommodation in the
Borough : —

Pails 144
R e e g e S A D
AWaste WWATEE  CIDBEEE . . v vt e e s oniie s asisnsnunie 1,637
R ERRTCHAEEE s i L T s T e v e e R A DR |

o 1| o] R S Rt o AT T PR g O 8 W [ |

Conversions and Installations during 1952 :—

New Water Closets Axed .....cocociviviirniasmaiiinna 314
Premises with one New Closet fixed .......cocccoinnie 24
Premises with more than one New Closet hxﬁ:l B
Waste Water Closets converted to Wates [|Hr-t*1'- Bad
Latrine Closets converted to Water Closets ... 0
Pail Closets converted to Water Closets ... ...... 2
Baths installed during the year .........ccovviiieiiins 108
Urinzals installed during the vear .................. 5
Waste Water Closets dismantled ........co.cooiieieiiinn 0

19



RIVERS AND
STREAMS.

SANITARY
INSPECTION
OF THE
AREA.

LIST OF
MNUISANCES
DISCOVERED.

Routine testing, inspection, repair and renewal ?l E_xfsllnﬂ
drains and sewers continued within the limits of availability of
staff, material and labour,

It is hoped that closet conversions, on an increasing scale
as labour and materials become available, will result in the total
abulition of the 1,537 waste water closets,

The river is seriously polluted by industrial waste cfﬂyents.
In addition there is a certain amount of materia] dumped in the
river by children and careless householders.

The river is frequently inspected and every effort made
to prevent pollution wherever the sources are discoverable.

Number of houses visited ........ccc.cciiiiiiviiississnssasss e 1180
Number of houses visited (Housing Consolidated Regula-

oy e L i e e e R 136
Number of inspections of Schools ........cooiivines P TR O :
MNumber of inspections of Factories and Workplaces ...... 126
Number of inspections of Municipal Hostel ..................... 52
Number of inspections of Bakehouses . ..... ... ..cocoooiiinns. 13
Number of inspections of Dairies and Cowsheds ............ b
Number of inspections of Refuse Tips ..oovviviiiiiinninnnn. 113
Complaints received and investigated ..., 520
Number of re-inspections made .....ocoiviiieeiiiiiinieee. 5,180
Visits paid to houses (re cases of Infectious Diseases) ...... 215
Mumber of rooms disinfected .....ooiieiiiiiiii e cinaas 151
Number of smoke observations taken .......occoveeviiecineennn. 153
Number of drains, ete., tested ... e 313
Total number of defects discovered ... s e T 9 aEE
Informal inotIces: SETWR i i, cisvivive b saves oo s s e 2,356
Statutory notices served _........... 86

Mumber of nuisances abated, including outstanding
nuisances from previous ¥Year .......ce......

............... 2.535
I F o e e P e b o - e o L P e e e i 111
GHoked Bewers’ W i e el S T e LT 'l
Defective soilpipes and water closets .....cooiiiiiiiiininnnnnn.s. 30
Defective downspouts, easing troughs, roofs and external

L R B e e e R o 164
Defective plastering ....coo.ibiinns Gas ik as T e S L : 394
Dirty houses and PremMISEE ...ciciiiiiiiiiiiaeiiioisssaerais 0
Dangerous buildings ............. 9
Dirty and dilapidated closets ..., 55
Accumulations of reflSe ...viiiivivessciariisiiiidieiin 1
Defective or uneven gullies 17
INSANIEOT Y SEDKE i vni s yoesnim e rnn e S it A S AN S i e E R s 0
DISTBCEIVE TITH TRIOEES «viasiisimunies nnan ki s s L s o S 51
BTOREE BIOD-DIRER o kv eors sinis nhd sk dcansat e sy A e 15
Defective Flushing CiSterns ....ooveieines s 17
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SHOPS,

SMOKE
ABATEMENT.

DISINFESTATION.

SCHOOLS.

OFFENSIVE
TRADES.

MUNICIPAL
HOSTEL.

FACTORIES.

Defective tippers of waste water closeis ........occovvnvvriennns 1]

Choked waste Water ClOSEEE ...ovvvrreerreresersessssensssrsnsmnsessns 44
Choked water closets ............... P R T 28
T T B T o o S SR i e I i
Defective internal floors ...vcviveeceeiioineeceseressnssasnssonses 99
INEUMCIENE VenBIIRLIDN i o ioiaiciinnnnsnarassrsssnnsssneimbenanidie 222
B A I I B s ot o g e o e 21
Rlefective wabh DOMETE it riarsiinsoissiesse i aasnsnastaners o
Miscellaneous DUISAMCEE (. ..iveeioreeieiorsnsriisiassrsitossssosviiose 702

Routine inspections are made and special inspections as
occasion requires, but pressure of other work especially housing
has limited visitation far below the level regarded as desirable.

One hundred and fiftv-three smoke observations were
taken during the vear, and advice and instruction to stokers on
firing and use of fuel, to secure as far as possible the prevention
of black or heavy smoking, were given. One of the main diffi-
culties encountered in efforts towards smoke abatement is the
variable quality and grade of the fuel supplied to manufacturers,
who have little or no choice in particular supplies,

iduring the vear twenty houses were found to be infested
with bedbugs and/or vermin, and of these, twenty had been dis-
infested by the end of the yvear, gaseous fumigation and spraving
being the methods emploved.

Two Schools have been converted from water closets with
common flushing svstems o water closets with independent flush-
ing systems. All schools in the district are now provided with
this tvpe of accommaodaton,

The following are established in the district:—Two tripe
boilers, one fat extractor, and one fat melter.

This is the only common lodging house in the town and is
municipally owned and managed. The average daily number of
lodgers for the vear was—Males 120.67. Females 14.35.

One hundred and twenty-six routine and special visits wer
paid to factories with and without mechanical power during the
yvear for purposes of the provisions as to health, Defects found
(chiefly in connection with sanitary conveniences) were notified
to occupiers and by the end of the vear were either completed or
in hand. Pressure of other work still reduces routine visiting
far below the level considered desirable,

As previously, the fullest co-operation was maintained
between the Department and H.M. Inspector of Factories.
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CHIEF
SANITARY
REQUIREMENTS
OF THE
DISTRICT.

VEHICLES.

REFUSE
DISPOSAL,

SALVACE.

The chief sanitary requirements of the district aré.—

The conversion of pail and waste water closets;

The paving, culverting, embanking and, as far as possible,
purification of the river:

The clearance of derelict and neglected sites;

The paving of back streets and unmade roads;

The reduction of the number of private water supplies and the
purification and protection of the remainder ;

The conversion of latrine closets at factories,

PUBLIC CLEANSINC.

The whole of this important sanitary service is under the
control of the Public Health Department. It comprises the
collection and disposal of household and trade refuse and the
cleansing of sireetis.

The refuse collection and disposal service 1s now com-
pletely mechanised, the new tractor-drawn trailer tank for night-
soil collection being now in use for one day per week.

The system of controlled tipping continues to prove very
successful. The Corporation-owned Bull Hill Tip is the only
one now in use, It is situated near the Southern boundary of
the Borough which makes the length of haul from the Northern
half somewhat excessive. It is hoped to find a suitable tip-site
nearer the centre of the town in order to lessen this.

The pre-separation of salvable material from household
refuse 1s still conscientiousiy carried out by the bulk of house-
kolders,

The following is a summary of the materials sold during
the vear:—
Tons, Cwts,

Clean Waste PanerE . .ooevveeriirsormmmrmsesessmososinsessneeess D 174

Ferrons Metals—Baled Tins .....ocooociiiiiiiiiiiinne. Nil Nil
5 o Black SCran .oectimerssnoisises 1 15
Hon-Ferpous Metals  oiinmnmnsmminimass . Wil Nil
Textiles—Raps, Cariiels . .cccoiiiimmnrmssnrsnims simess i 8 81
Waste Foods—Pigswill (after boiling) .................. 200 9
7 i Household Bones. ....iianaeieine 0 81
] L e e e i e 433 11}

The total value of the salvaged materials sold was g0 5a7
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SALVACE
(Continued).

EUMMARY.

A severe and unexpected slump in the demand for waste
paper seriously hampered the Department from April enwards
Vast quantities of paper and cardboard which could neither be
disposed of nor diverted Hooded the Salvage Depot, and the situa-
tion was only slightly relieved later in the vear when fresh con-
tractors arranged to take the waste but at a greatly reduced price,
The situation was not peculiar to Darwen, and great dissatisfac-
tion was felt by Local Authorities throughout the country at the
failure of the responsible Government Department to take the
necessary measures to cope with or prevent these sudden disloca-
tions of a service which Local Authorities mstituted and carried
on, despite great and recurring difficulties, and often at loss to
themselves, to satisfv a national need. The smaller Local Authori-
ties, especiallv, are simply not eguipped to store large quantities
of salvaged paper to await a favourable market ; salvage for them
must be a continuous stream flowing mainly by its own monetary
impulsion from household to market—it can never safely nor
economically be a reservoir with uncertain periods of release and
under perpetual risk of bursting its banks. The Counecil, there-
fore, at the end of the vear had under consideration the question
of ceasing to salve paper.

The following is a summary of the work done during 1952,
It should be noted that the weights given below are estimated.

Tons. Cwts. Qrs.

House Refuse to Tip (3,938 loads) ............... G300 14 i
Market and Trade Refuse to Tip (286 Joads) ... 429 0 0
Receptacles Emptied (House Hefuse) .................. 339394
Receptacles Emptied (Trade Refuse) ............cei. 17413
T I il inr i S el ace ainn 108 T.oads
Excreta Pails Emptied ....coccivvinsiininiiiiannisiesasasiss 4004
Sludge from Street Gullies ................ 264 loads
Street Gullies Emptied .....ccovvviinriiiciiciiinniinne. 15026
Sweepings: Bins from Street Orderly Trucks ... (999
Dust Bins added during the vear ............cocoevniann 151
Number of Portable Refuse Receptacles ............... 12436
Length of Streets swept by Mechanical Sweeper ... 3314 Miles






BTATISTICS.

HOUSING.

The table below gives particulars of action taken specific-
ally under the provisions of the Housing Acts in contradistinction
to action under the Public Health Acts.

Number of new houses erected during the vear—

{a) Total (including numbers given separately under

T e e L e e e S 143
B Bl m e e i e i A e 148
(ii) By other local authorities ..........cccoveeiniiiinnnnnns 0
(1i1) By other bodies or persons ......ccoveeeiiiiieinnnnnn 5
(b) With State assistance under the Housing Acts—
(i) By the local authority (included under (a) (i)
T e e e g R 138

(ii} By other bodies (included under (a) (iii)
o e A e e T S e e B {

1. Inspection of dwelling-houses during the vear—

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or
7T Ly e e £ TSt i S P S e 17p

ib) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 250

(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations 1925 to 1932 .......ccoicierminnnninnes 1306

(b} Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 239

(4) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation .......c.oooiiviinninn. 26

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit
for human habitation ..oz, 118

2 Remedy of defects during the vear without service of
formal notices—

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in con-

seqquence of informal action by the local auth-
ority or their officers ..., 90
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STATISTICS
(continued).

4. Action under statutory powers during the year—

{a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs ...

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices—

L OB E 1 (sl a waiata s wia s e e S o

{b) By local authority in default of owners .

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
LT o4 03 R e s e e U S S

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal
notices—

la] By owners

(b) By local authority in default of owners ...

(¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act, 1936—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made ...............

(2} Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of Demolition Orders

(d} Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act,
1936—

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders
were made

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders
were determined, the tenement or room
having been rendered fit

26
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STATISTICS
(continued),

OVERCROWDINC.

OTHER ACTION.

GENERAL
OBSERYATIONS.

4. Housing Act, 1936.—Part 1IV.—Overcrowding—

(a) (i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end

T I S e o 1]
(1) Number of families dwelling theremny ............ 0
(iil)] Number of persons dwelling therein ............ i

bl Number of new cases of overcrowding reported

EYINR TR MERT i i e 1

(c) (i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved
during the year oo 1
(ii) Number of persons concerned in such cases ... 153

5. Housing Act, 1949,

la) (i) Number of schemes submitted—
{a) By private individuals 1o Local Authority [
{b) By Local Authority to Ministry ............ 0

{ii) Number of dwelling-houses affected ............ (i

{b} (i) Number of schemes approved—
(a) Of private individuals ...........ccooviiiniiiinns i
(h) Of the Logal AUthoTity  ....covwmsrmieesssnsins i
(ii) Number of dwelling-houses affected ............ i

(1ii) Number of additional separate dwellings
PEOWIEIREE. o L s s s K R e £t A i

“ Overcrowding '’ as to mixed sexes in families, not
involving legal overcrowding is fairly common in two-bedroomed
houses, and is a problem aggravated by the acute housing short-
age,

Orders under Section 53 of the Owver Darwen Improvement
Act, 1879, were made against twenty-two houses considered to be
unfit for human habitation, attaching a penalty to their continued
letting. Fifteen of these were vacated by the end of the vear.

The chief difficulty is the inability to secure extensive repairs
by informal action with the result that statutory procedure has
to be invoked with all the additional work and time involved,

Inspection, survey and repair proceeded steadily throughout
the yvear.
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APPEAL.

In November an appeal was heard at the County Coury
against two notices served under Section 9 of the Housing Act,
1936. The appeal was basically against the reasonableness of the
cost of repairs having regard to the estimated value of the house
when the works should be completed.

The appeal was successful and the notices were guashed.

Subsequently the Corporation applied for a Compulsory
Purchase Order with the intention of itself executing the repairs
on the hcuses. The owner, however, is resisting this having
heen under the erroneous impression upon winning the
appeal that the tenants would be re-housed by the Corporation,
the houses would become vacant and he would obtain possession
with a view to sale. At the close of the vear the matter was still
in abevance whilst the owner decided whether or not he would
give an undertaking to the Minister to carry out in full by a
specified date all the works specified on the notices against which
he had originally appealed.
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Inspection and Supervision of Food

SAMPLINC
MILK.

MEAT AND
OTHER FOODS,

Biological.—Thirty-nine samples were submitted fur Euines
pig innoculation. Thirty-eight were reported negative. and one
reported positive. The report on the latter was passed on to the
County Medical Officer and the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries. The final report received from that Ministry showed
that samples taken from the herd involved were certified non-
tuberculous.

Bacteriological.—Forty-nine samples were examined during
the vear. Forty-six were satisfactorily reported upon, and three
were unsatisfactorily reported upon. The reports were passed on
for appropriate action to the County Agricultural Officer.
CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF MILK—See Tables | and 11 below.

The Public Abbattoir was closed in June, 1942, in pursu-
ance of a Ministry of Food Scheme for further centralising
slaughtering.

Butchers' and other food shops, stalls and vehicles, and
premises used for the preparation of human food are regularly
inspected.

The amount of food examined, certified unfit, and either
destroved or utilised after sterilisation for animal feeding-stuffs.
was as shown in Table 111 on Page 30.

No legal proceedings were necessarvy in respect of unsound
food during the vear.

F?!ﬂﬂ NN The Local Authority, by direction of the Minister, is the
pRuGs Food and Drugs Authority for the Borough.
il i i Close co-operation is maintained with the Public Analyst
whose advice and help are alwavs available and much valued.
The quality of the food sold in the district is generally good
CHEMICAL AMNALYSIS OF OTHER FOODS—See Tablg |,
TABLE 1—SAMPLES REPORTED CENUINE
Sgi;l‘;'rgs Description. || Yormal. Informal.
70 Milk 70
2 Rum 2
4 Whisky + i
I Pork Sausage 1
1 Beef Sausage 1
1 Conked Meat 1
1 Stewed Steak 1
3 P B 0y gl S R R '1
3 Cream and Iced Buns ... : 3
2 Mincemeat .........coeceninnies 2
2 Christmas Pudding ......... | | 2




TABLE II—-SAMPLES REPORTED NOT GENUINE

Cons, | Ne. of | Descrip- [ :
| Samples. tiomn. Formal, | Informal. Result. Action ta
| 1 Milk X — Deficient 13.3% | Follow-up Samples
| Milk Fat. [ genuine.
- , | prosecuted.
' ' . £5 with
| COSLS,
| | | |

ken.

TABLE I1l--SHOWING AMOUNT AND NATURE OF FOOD
CONDEMNED DURING 19562

Amount. | Nature of Food Amount. | Nature of Food Amount. | Nature of Food.
G9 tins Milk 3 tins Tomato Puree || 10 boxes | Kippers
300 tins Fruit 10% tins bish I 4 boxes | Apples
57 tins Vegetables 29 tins Sardines and 42 pkts. | Sugar
G8 tins Luncheon Meat Pilchards | 12 bottles | Sweet Pickles
34 tins Cooked Ham 4 tins Shrimps lbs., oz
G2 tins Meat b tins Soups 18 8 Cheese
7 tins Jellied Veal 10 tins Salmon 12 | Jellied Veal
1 tin Chicken 2 tins | am 2] Butter
3 lins Jellied TPaork i 3 tins Mincemeat 14 4 | Ham
1 tin Braised Liver || & jars Fruit 1 8 | Fruit
5 tins Rabhit | 3 bottles Fruit 4 0 | Kippers
2 tins Tomatoes 1 box Pressed Beef 15 0 | Bacon
} crate Rabbits i boxes FFish |

RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTIOMN

Investigation and disinfestation proceeded steadily throughout the vear, and it
has become increasingly obvious that the initial survey and co-ordinated treatments,
and especially the comprehensive and radical treatment of the sewers. have reduced 1o a
very low level the degree of infestation in the town. This has been maintained now for
sSEVen vears, and it 1% l'-:\:pt‘t'll‘ﬂ that 1'1."1.!'[!].11' FeE-SUrvey, Sewen mainienance treatment and
block control, will keep it there or still further reduce it.

The following table gives a summary of the work done throughout the vear

[Cumulative total

No. of premises | No. of premises No. of treatments| Estimated kill | of rats killed
inspected. tound intested. carried out. of rats. | since inception
. ot | of service,
Killed |prior to January, 19592, '! 11.468
204 100 i 04 367 | 11,835
SEWER T :
TREATMENTS. No. of manholes
. 1 .
MNate. treated, Estimated kill
May 1G5 ia
November [ 153 68
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