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Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the
Dartmouth and Totnes Port Health Authority
For the year ending December 31st, 1956

To the Chairman and Members

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

In accordance with my statutory duties I have the honour
to submit my Annual Report for the year ending December
31st, 1956.

There has been no change in the Port Health District
of Dartmouth and Totnes as constituted in the year 1888 by
a Provisional Order of the Local Government Board.

SECTION I.—Staff—No change.

SECTION II.

Amount of Shipping entering the District
during the year 1956

TABLE B

Number Inspected Number of Ships
- reported as hav-

. By the ing or having had
Ships from Number Tonnage | Medical By the |during the voy-
I | Officer o' |ganitary | @ge infectious

| | Health |Inspector disease on board

= e e vk

For'gn P'ts | 211 13338 | @ | 211 Nil

| | |

T | A e
Coastwise | 113 | 52,860 10 | 113 Nil
Total 324 66,198 16 ‘ 324 Nil




SECTION II1.
Character of shipping and tonnage during the year 1956

TABLE C
Passeber Toafti | Number of Passengers INWARDS—-Nii
Number of ,, OUTWARDS—NIl
Principal IMPORTS—Coal, Timber,
Cargo Traffic | Cement
Principal EXPORTS—NIl

PRINCIPAL PORTS from which Ships arrive.—Goole, ,
Blyth, London, Baltic Ports

Ships proceeding up river to Totnes. Total 29
Cement 13
Timber 16

Shipping entering the port has shown an increase in ton-
nage compared with 1955. Foreign shipping increased by
8,778 tons and coastwise by 3,194 tons.

Increase in shipping was mainly due to the use of the
harbour as a rendezvous for the International Sailing Race
from Torbay to Lisbon.

SECTION IV.—Inland Barge Traffic
NIL
SECTION V.—Water Supply—No change.
Samples tested in March were satisfactory.
SECTION VI.—

Public Health (Ships) Regulations, 1952—
No change

SECTION VII.—Smallpox

(1) Name of Isolation Hospital to which Smallpox |
cases are sent in the district:

County Smallpox Hospital, Upton Pines, Exeter.
4







SECTION X.—
Observation on the Occurrence of Malaria in Ships

NIL
SECTION XI.—
Measures taken against ships infested with, or suspected
for, Plague
NIL

SECTION XII.—

Measures against Rodents in Ships from Foreign Ports

1.—Procedure for inspection of ships in Port:
Routine inspection of ships entering Port by Port
Sanitary Inspector.

2.—Arrangements for bacteriological and pathological ex-
amination of rodents with special reference to rodent plagus
is carried out by Public Health Laboratory at Exeter.

Number of rodents sent for examination during the yea:.
—NIL.

3.—There are no arrangements in the District for de-
ratting ships.

4.—Procedure in the rat-proofing of ships.—NIL.

TABLE E
Rodents destroyed during the year in ships from foreign ports
Category Number
Black Rats ... Nil
Brown Rats Nil
Species not known Nil
Sent for examination Nil
Infected with plague Nil







SECTION XVI1.—Miscellaneous

There has been no change in the arrangements for burial
of infectious cases or the disposal of Smallpox cases.

During 1956 the following patients were treated by me: —-

1. At the Dartmouth and Kingswear Hospital—

One case of Broncho-pneumonia

One case of Cerebral haemorrhage

One case of acute appendicitis which was trans-
ferred to R.N. Hospital, Devonport.

2. At Surgery or at Dartmouth and Kingswear Hospital
as outpatients—

Gallstones 2 cases

Minor bone injury 10

Suspected Food Poisoning 1 (proved negative)
Dermatitis

Otitis externa 1
Heart disease 1
Epilepsy 1
Minor ailments 16

3. 'E_"here was one case of Venereal Disease on a vessel
trom foreign ports. There were no cases of Infectious disease.

All Foreshores, Quays and Jetties have been inspected
and found satisfactory.

All sewer outfalls are satisfactory, excepting three at
Dartmouth which are still defective.
I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,
A. D. VERNIQUET, M.B.,; Ch.B,
Port Medical Officer of Health.
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