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BOROUGH OF DARTFORD

Annual Report for 1953 of the
Medical Officer of Health

TO THE MAYOR. ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE BOROUGH OF DARTFORD.

Bir, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Here is my annual attempt to report on & year s health of the people of Dartford.
Writing this report is a statutory duty. reading it is not so material in previous
reports will not be repeated except where necessary to display trends and changes.

What I will repeat however is that we are only informed on a fragment of the health
affairs of Dartford. the health of forty thousand souls passing through 1953, a story
worth discovering is beyond ocur reach.

POPULATION. The deciine in the population and the decline in the excess of births
over deaths which has been going on for several years appears to be ending

1949 1950 1651 1952 1953
Population 40 580 40 440 40 050 40 020 40 430
Excess of births
over deaths 287 204 190 112 136

BIRTHS. Births were up by 58 con the previous year and the adjusted rate was thereby
increased from 12.8 to 14.0. the first increase for six years

1047 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1963

Births 816 T22 G656 GHE 562 533 591
Birth Rate Dartford 21.5 18. 1 162 140 12. 4 12 8 14 0
Birth Rate England

and Wales 2.5 17.8 16. 7 i5. 8 15. 5 15. 3 15. 5

0f the 581 births 556 were registered with Local Registrars here who have kindly
supplied us with the following classifications -

Born in West Hill Hospital 288
Born in Livingstone Hospital 81
Born at Risely Hospital 12
Total born in hospital 481
Born at home 75

——

556



1951 1952 18953

Born at Home 1T 17% 14%
Born in bospital 83% 83% 86%
Bocial class of father
1953
Class I 17 n 1% 3%
Class II 83 12% 11% 15%
Class III 262 63% S9% 499
Class IV 146 15% 20% 27
Class V¥ 35 T% 9% 6%
543 100% 100% 100%
Unclassified
(Illegitimate) 13
556

DEATHS. In former years the only deaths in Bexley Mental Hospital allotted to
Dartford were those whose home addresses were either in Dartford or were unkmown. In
1952 there were 17 so allotted. For the year 1953 a change in practice was begun and
all deaths of patients there were attributed to Dartford, the allocations increasing
from 17 to 128. This large increase, which is not allowed for in the comparability
factor will have to be separated from our total if we are to follow the trend of
deaths in the town population. Where possible, therefore. the deaths in the Mental Hospital
will be treated separately and the town' 5 deaths will be taken as the total deaths less
those of the Mental Hospital pius 17. Thus:

Quarters
1st. 2nd, 3rd. 4th. Year
Total Dartford deaths 208 119 104 135 366
Less Mental Hospital deaths 40 31 22 a5 128
.~ Town Deaths 168 a8 82 100 438
Add 5 4 4 4 17
Dartford Deaths by former methods 173 92 86 104 455

Hence the annual and guarterly town deaths and death rates are: -

Annual Deaths -

1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953

Deaths 346 369 390 372 421 455
Death rate - Borough 8.7 8.1 9.9 8.5 10.7 11. 3
Death rate — England & Wales 10.8 11. 7 1.6 125 11.3 114

Quarterly Deaths

1st. 2nd. 3rd 4th. Year

1950 122 81 89 98 390 :
1951 134 80 64 94 372 |
1952 115 88 gs 130 421 \
1953 173 92 86 104 455

Quarterly Death Rates

Borough
1950 12. 3 8.2 2.0 8.9 9.9
1951 13. 6 8.2 6.5 9.8 8.5
1852 1.7 9.0 8.0 13.2 .7
1953 17. 1 9.1 8.5 110.3 1L3



England and Wales ist Znd. 3rd. dth, Year

1950 14.0 11.1 .k S [ IR

1951 1.1 111 5.1 1L0 12 5

1952 13. 4 10, 6 8.9 12 4 1L 3

1953 15. 8 10 5 8.9 10. 7 11 4

Town Deaths by Social Class

% % %
Males Pemal es Total 1953 1852 1951
Class I 3 T 10 2 2 3
Class II a3 36 60 16 18 13
Class III 100 116 216 50 44 46
Class IV 22 a3 35 13 i [ 15
Class V 43 33 80 17 21 18
Unclassified 8 1] 8 2 2 3

438

Excluding Bexley Mental Hospital the deaths in hospital and at home were

All ages 75 and over
Hospital Home Hospital Home
1951 174 199 51 87
1952 220 M1 72 92
1953 227 211 a0 123

In 1953 the number of deaths and the death rate were the highest recorded and this
was due to the record number occurring in the first three months. That winter was
severe with gales, snow, frost and fleod. Following the flood came the flue epidemic
and sickness was trebled.

The age group which suffered was the 75 and over' group, of which 203 died
compared with 164 and 138 in the previous years. Respiratory disease in the first
gquarter was the main cause of their inereased death

Bronchitis increased from 25 to 50 for reasons outlined above and almost the
entire increase occurred in those of 75 years of age and over

Cancer deaths in the town decreased from T4 in 1952 to 54 in 1953, Cancer of the
lung decreased from 15 to 11 giving a death rate of 0 27 compared with 0 34 for England
and Wales and 0 51 for London.

0f the T deaths from motsr vehicle acclidents 4 were under 45 years of age and of
these 2 were children

DEATHS RELATING TD WELFARE OF MOTHERS AND INFANTS. For the fourth year in
succession no death due fo pregnancy or childbirth occurred. Still births numbered 15,
2 at home and 12 in hospital and the still birth rate was 25 compared with 22 4 for
England and Wales and 21 0 for London

Deaths under four weeks of age numbersd 10 and of these 6 were within the first
week and due to prematurity. All these 10 deaths occurred in hospital.

Deaths between ages four weeks and a year numbered 4 of which 2 were due to
pneumonia. and both of these were sudden.

LOSS OF WORKING YEARS BY DEATH. An estimate of the economic damage done by each
disease can be obtained by caiculating the working years iost by the town deaths from
each disease between the ages of 15 and 65 years From thiz crude valuation the loss of
the towns deaths in 1953 was as follows -



Loss of Working

Years
Cancer 385
Respiratory diseases 226
Other defined and 111 defined diseases 200
Coronary disease 175
Vascuiar leslions of the nervwous system 125
Cther heart disease 100
Motor wehicle accidents a0
Tuberculosis - respiratory 70
ouner circul atory disease 50
Suicide 20
Gastritls enteritis, diarrhoea 15
All other accidents 10
Diabetes 5
Infectlions hypertension with heart disease,
alcers of the stomach and duodenum, nephritis
hyperplasia of the prostate child birth
congenital mal formation and homicide. 1]
All causes 1460

The fact that respiratory diseases. i.e influenza pneumonia and bronchitis, are
second highest in the list of causes of loss of working years and that respiratory
diseases are largely preventable suggests that more attention could profitably be paid
to these conditions PFurthermore in addition to death these diseases are responsible for
2 large amount of chronic invalidism

The absence of death from infectious conditions other than respiratory tuberculosis
is a conseéquence of safe water milk and food, improved housing, infectious disease control,
effective treatment and good luck. The absence of death from the ulcers of the stomach
and duodenum which affliict large numbers of the population is duoe to medical care and
the promptness of the surgeons in pouncing on the ulcers as soon as they bleed or
perforate

DEATHS AGED 75 YEARS AND OVER. Our 75 and Over' table shows we had 18 deaths over
90 years of age in 1953

“If you can avolid cancer and severe high blood pressure You have a very good
chance of living to ninety. If in addition you can avoid all disease of the heart and
blood vesseis there seems no particular reason why you should die at all,”

Why do living creatures die? Part of the answer is clearly that they are con-
stantly exposed tc the fatal hazards of injury and infection. Wild animals rarely survive
for long the naked crueities of Nature. Only when shieided in captivity do they live on
to show senescence Man folliows the geperal pattern. What would happen if all externmal
hazards could be eliminated? Would the organism be immortal, or is there an inevitable
limit to its life span deteérmined by inherent fastors?"

INFLUENZA. The hope of a protective measure against influenza iies in the use of a
vaccine prepared for the same type and strain of virus as that which. at the time,
threatens the community. There are three types of virus and nomerous strains within each
type. These strains are undergolng a continuous evolutionary change and so the virus
laboratories cannot know what strain to prepare for until an epidemic is at hand and the
invading strain is known. The Ministry therefore have asked for early information

of the appearance of an epidemic so that virus and strain can receive early idemtifica-
tion also Hospital Boards can be warned tc clear beds in readiness for the reception
of selected cases whose mortality can thereby he reduced,

The three tiypes of virus are A, B and C It is Virus ‘A’ which produces epidemics
and these tend to oceur approximately at two vearly intervals. There was a Virns A’
epidemic here in the 1950 51 winter and this followed the appearance of Virus ‘A’ in
June 1950 in Scuth Africa. In June 1952 Virus A’ appearsd again in Soath Africa; this
and the end of the two yearly cycle made a Virus ‘A epidemic likely in the 1952-53
winter. This likelihood was made more probable on December 9th by a death which



occurred here of a middl e-aged man due to acute influenzal pneumonia. Virus ‘4" was
cul tured from his lung tissue but the report was not available until January 14th,

Here in Dartford, the need to keep the Ministry informed of the existence and
nature of any epidemic that might occur was accentuated by the fact that influenza
vaccine trials were being arranged at various places in the country and that amongst
the volunteers were a number of the staff of Joyce Green Hospital. Early in December,
therefore, Dr. H. G Close (Consultant Pathologist) and I made arrangements to ask for
the following co-operation:-

(a) Medieal Superintendents of all hospitals in Dartford Borough and Rural
District to make available to us any evidence of the oceurrence of
influenza-like illness amongst their patients or staff and for throat
washings (for virus isplation) and blood specimens (for compl ement
fixation tests) to be submitted from such patients.

(b) General practitioners in Dartford Borough and Rural District to let us
know of the appearance of influenza-like illness amongst their patients
and to allow one of us to collect throat washings and blood specimens
from typical cases.

Results of the Survey. The anticipated epidemic did occur but before giving the results
it is necessary to explain that after sending ten throat-washings to the virus laboratory,
they asked us to refrain from sending more. London and the Home Counties were all
experiencing the same epidemic and the pressure on the laboratory for virus isclation was
greater than the supply of fertile eggs would allow

Throat washings require to be taken in the first 36 hours of illness whereas it was
tactically impossible to get to some home cases until the second or third day., This

difficul ty may be met in future by the general practitioner taking the throat washings
and by our following up with blood sampling.

In regard to blood specimens, of which two from each patient at a fortnight's
interval were required, we could not fit in time, on top of routine work. to take them
from all the available home cases, The number of specimens taken are, therefore, only
a sample of what was available — but that was all that was wanted, -

The results can be summarised; -

Blood Throat Washings -
Compl ement fixation tests Virus ‘&
Influenza Sol. A Isnlation
Positive Negative Doubtful Yes No
Dartford Borough Homes 3 1 1 1 -
partford Rural District Homes 10 2 1 2 3
Stone Mental Hospital 14 3 - - 1
Bexley Mental Hospital 5 - 1 - -
Darenth park M. D. Hospital 3 3 - - -
Joyce Green General Hospital - 3 1 - 4
as 12 4 3 8

Clinical picture: There are available the comments of general practitioners busy at
the time, the clinical notes on the cases from Stone Mental Hospital and notes taken on
the home cases, All very sketchy. With one exception all the highly fevered cases were
those at home - perhaps because the patients at Stone Mental Hospital were mostly

aged and had less power of reaction. This might be worth more observation on future
occasions in view of the increased death rate of the aged from all causes during the
influenza epidemics without influenza appearing on their death certificates.

With two exceptions, those seen at home were males and none of the home cases were



above middie age Perhaps the best way of summarising the cliniecal picture of those seen
at home is to give the notes of one of us who incurred the iliness during the survey: -

Influenzsa in 1918 pandemic. 1953 Rhinorrhoea Janoary 22nd and 23rd
whi.ch stopped abruptly Takea 111 on January 28th with tracheitis
and sinusitis. Bleod taken M0 hours after first symptom showed
complement fixation at less than /4, Pebruary 2nd temperature
102°F with bronchislitis. Aureomycin staried and continued faor four
days. Temperature down to normal within 12 hours of taking first

dose. Uninterrupted recovery. Blood on February 16th showed complement
fixation at 1732

Two peneral practitioners mentioned ‘gastric types’ of the illness: another two
referred to cyanotic pneumonia Eypes’. Two general practitioners made the observation

that they saw their worst cases when the epidemic was waning. One general practitioner
considered most of his cases best described as ‘feverish colds’®.

Two home cases who were zeverely ill showed negative results to complement fixation
tests, I presume they were bacterial pneumonias, One specimen taken from a patient in
the Soputhern Hospital (not included in the above figures) gave a complement fixation
result positive for psitciacosis.

Epidemiclogy: The new claims to sickness benefit received by the Dartford Office
of the Ministry ol Pensions and MNational Insurance showed that during the peak of the
epidemic sickness was trebled

18952 53 1851- 52

Week ended 25th November 1852 - 222 Week ended 27th November, 1951 -~ 160
Week ended 2nd December 1952 - 228 Week ended 4th December, 1951 - 162
Week ended &th December 1952 - 273 Week ended 11th December, 1851 - 188
Week ended 16th December, 1952 - 286 Week ended 18th December. 1951 - 178
Week ended 23rd December 1852 - 222 Week ended 25th December, 1951) -

Week ended 30th December. 1952 - 171 Meek:ended 1at Jauary NikEE L
Week ended 6th January 1953 385 Week ended 8th January, 1952 - 310
Week ended 13th January 1953 -~ 363 Week ended 15th January, 1952 - 291
Week ended 20th January, 1953 - 384 Week ended 22nd January, 1952 - 260
Week ended 27th January 1953 - 567 Week ended 29th January, 1952 - 268
Week ended 3rd Pebruary, 1953 - B09 Week ended 5tk February, 1952 - 2359
Week ended 10th February, 1953 T30 Week ended 12th Pebruary, 1952 - 281
Week ended 17th February 1953 662 Week ended 19th February 1952 -- 276
Week ended 24th February, 1953 - 417 Week ended 26th Pebruary 1952 -- 233
Week ended 3rd March. 1953 aun Week ended dth March 1952 - 274
Week ended 10th March 1953 243 Week ended 11th March 1952 - 188
Week ended 17th March 1953 - 236 Week ended 18th March. 1952 - 193
Week ended 24th March 1953 -- 258 Week ended 25th March 1852 - 188
Week ended 31st March 1953 - 244 Week ended 18t April. 18952 - 180
Week ended Tth Aprii 1953 - 117 Week ended 8th April, 1952 - 214

The surgery of each general practice and the office of each hospital was 'phoned
in the middie of each week to get an ldea of the position and the resuits are
summarised in the following table
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As will be seen from the table the Southern end of the Rural District, i.e. the
rural part, was only lightly touched by the epidemic. Similarly, the long-stay hospitals -
Kettlewell, White Oak and Parkwood - were quite free from infection. The case of
Parkwcod was surprising as it' s parent hospital inm London with whom there was normal 1y
interchange of staff, had 60 nurses down with influenza,

Amongst the cases seen at home. many of their families were or had been, i1l with
the same symptoms. Four medical practitioners and in two cases their families were
known to go down with the illness,

In the Borough, deaths from respiratory diseases (influenza pneumonia, bronchitis
and other diseases of the respiratory system) and from all causes were markedly greater
than in the same quarter of the previous year and greater than those of the same gquarter
during the 1951 epidemic. In the Rural District deaths from respiratory diseases, but not
deaths from all causes, showed & marked increase on the same gquarter of the previous year
and the figure was akin to that of the same quarter in the 1951 epidemic. -

Deaths in First Quarter

Borough (pop. approx. 40 000} Rural Distriet (pop.approx. 38 000)

Respiratory Diseases All caunses Respiratory Diseases All causes
1850 14 122 16 101
1951 30 134 a0 144
1952 21 Y 115 13 118
1853 64* 173* a6+ 124*

*According to method of allci_,cation in use during previous 3 years.

Notificatlons. The notificdtions of pneumonia received in the first quarter of 1953
were 20 in the Borough and 32 in the Rural District. In 1952 the figures were 7 and 4
respectivel y.

Hospital Warnings. Hospitals have a warning system which enables them to prepare
for inereased pressure on their beds for acute illness, A white warning is given when the
emergency bed service can only find admissions for 85% of applications., a yellow when
admissions are only 80% and a red when admissions are down to T5% The Dartford Hospital
Group received a white warning on January 6th. & yellow on Janoary 24th and a red on
January 27Tth., Red reverted to yellow on February 3rd and to white on February 4th. A
yellow warning was given again on Pebruary 10th and reverted to white on February 19th.
on February 26th the Dartford Grouwp received a Regional message that London was getting
jammed for lack of beds and that Dartford must be prepared to help, However, the all
clear was given on March 4th,

The peints of interest of this epidemic were;-

(a) It was foreseen and arrangements for its survey were made early on in December; its
probability was mentioned in the reports for December made to the January Public Heal th
Committees: as soon as public notice boards were available in the town. i.e. on January
1st, 1953, they were occupied by € C.H E influenza posters ordered and waiting for

display.

(b} The type and strain of virus that was to feature in the epidemics was received by
the virus laboratory on December 13th a month before the epidemic began.

{¢) If an effective vaccine could have been prepared and waccination carried out withinm
a month, a large incidence of illness in young and middie aged people and & number of
deaths in old people might have been avoided.

gur thanks are due to the patients who kindly agreed to having their weins
punctured for the purpose of this inquiry and to colleagues in general and hospital
practice for their ready co operation.

The report to the Medical Research Council on the clinical trial of the influenza
vaceine for the whole country shows that those volunteers who were given the trial

10



vaccine experienced 40% fewer cases of influenza than those who were given control
vaccine. In Engiand and Walas 1 244 patients provided material for laboratary examina-
tion and of these 51 were from homez and hospitals in Dartford Borough and Rural
Distriect,

MEABLES. We forecast in our report for 1952 that influenza and measles were not
likely to trouble us in the Winter of 1953 -54. This was born out by the facts.

Those who have read previous reports know that to entertain the new comers at this
stage of our performance We bring on our two yearly measlies cycle

November Decamber JENUATY Fehruary March April

194950 - . - - : 1
1950-- 51 138 288 161 58 44 20
1951-52 - - : - :
1952 53 154 238 256 7 88 17
1953 54 : 2 2 : - &

TUBERCULOSIS. In the Iast 3 months of 1953 the Mass X Ray unlt was in the town.
The percentage of new cases found was the same as in the previgus year which was half
that of 1950. The incidence of tuberculosis displayed is typical of the country as a
whol e,

Forty- four new cases of toberculosis were notified compared with 68 the previous
year., How many were picked uo by Mass X Ray and how many were infectious I do not know

Deaths from respiratory tuberculosis were 14 compared with 7 and 15 in the previous
two years.

OTHER NOTIFIABLE DISEASES, Whooning cough produced three times the number of
of notifications of the previous year but less than in 1951. Pneumonia cases notified
inereased from 37 the previous year to 56 in 1953, the bulk of the latter motifications
oceurring in the winter months. The two notified cases of food infection were sporadic
infections with 8. typhimurium the common food infection germ. The dysentery cases were
part of & chain of infection going round the town at the end of the year. The para-
typhoid fever cases were admissions from another district fo West Hill! Hospital as

“acute abdomens” and the diagnosis of paratyphoid fever was establ ished after admission.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION. The number of inoculaticns done in 1953 was less than
in previpus years and the infant immunisation rate scems to be falling from the previous
satisfactory nosition.

The most recent rate available, that for infants born in 1952 is 73% In 1952 the
percentage for Kent was 63% and for England and Wales about 35%

0f some 5 400 chiidred aged 5 - 14 years at the end of 1953, 4947 had been immunised
at some time of thair 1ife but of these only 3, 335 had been immunised within the last 5
years which represents an immunity rate amongst school children of 62%.

1953 was the sixth year in succession in which no diphtheria occurred.

VACCINATION AGAINST SMALLPOX. Our infant vaccination rate was 55% im 1953
compared with 66% in the previous two years. The 1953 figure for Kent was 58% and for
England and Wales 347,

As in Toimer years there was almost no re-vaccination of school children al though
the Ministry regard this as a necessary routine on entering and again on leaving school.
Re-vaccination done at school age is practically trouble free and this procedure would
substentially diminish the chances of rapid spread of smailpox.

Two contacts of smallpox were under surveillance in 1953

ACENOWLEDGEMENTS. Several statements in this report owe their origin to official
and unofficial publications and these are available for consultatioms.






SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Area (acres) .. . o5 i 3 i o s o i 4 234
Population (Reg. sura General® s estimated mid-year home popuiation)

853 ., -7 ta Eh R Fo T : ; 40, 430
Population (Census "931} o # i . “ i o o 28,028
Population [Census 1951) ; 40, 544
Number of 1nhab1ted houses n_end of 1953 acmrdmg tu R-&t.e Bc-uks 11, 396
Rateable Value ; b y e £346, 550
Sum represented by ld ra*e o 4 55 = 5 e %3 5 £1, 400

The 1853 comparability factor for birtbs, governed by the proportion of women aged
18 to 44 years is 0.96. The factor for deaths governed by the proportion of all age
groups, is 0.98. These factors suggest that the age and sex distribution of the population
is similar to that of England and Wales, & fact which has been mentioned in previous
reports, However the fact that all deaths oceurring at Bexley Mentel Hospital, which has
a popul ation of 2, 270 patients all in the older age groups, are now allotted to Dartford
Borough and that in consequence the factor has only been lowered from 1.02 to 0.98
suggests that insufficient regard has been paid to this feature with the result that our
adjusted death rate is higher than reality.

The crude birth or death rate of any loecal area multiplied by its comparability factor
is said to make it comparable with the crude rate for England and Wales and with any other
local area which has been adjusted by its own comparability factor.

Mo change has occurred in the social conditions since an attempt was made to describe
them in the report for 1950, The following fipgures may act as indicators for 1953 -

Cases dealt with by N.5 P.C.C.

Neglect .. . i : ; e . it : ; 23
I11 treatment o o o it ¥ e e e 4

Moral danger .. g A o i g s $i i 3 3
Children affected .. i v o o by o ok s 5

Unemployed on December 31st, 1953 (Dartford Borough and
Dartford Rural} .. - - i 5 AT e 241

Illegitimate birth rate 1953 = ot i et 51 per 1000 live births
Illegitimate birth rate 1953 (England and Wales).. 46 per 1000 1ive births

Soclial class distribution of occupied apnd retired males aged 15 and over (Census
1951 County Report,.

Per 1000
Social (Iass Dartford Borough Dartford Borough Kent
1 385 27 45
II 1866 132 165
III T425 a60 523
Iv 1772 125 142
L 2213 156 124
Total 14, 161 1000 1000

13






CAUSES OF DEATH ACCORDING TO SEX

Registrar General’ s Return

All causes .. o R
Tuberculosis, respiratery

Tuberculesis, other .
Syphilitic disease e
Diphtheria .. .. ..

Wheoping Cbuqh
Meningococcal infections
te poeliomyelit.s

Measles

Other infective crnd parasitic diseases

Malignant neoplasm. stemach
Maligonont neoplasm lung. brenchus

Mzliignemt neoplasm, breast
Malignant necplasm, uterus

LR

Other malignant and lymphatic mapiasms

Leukoemia. aleukaemia

Diabetes ¢

Vascular lesions of nervous system

Coronary disease, angina

i w

" E

Hyper tension with heart: disease ..

Other heart disease _
Other cireculatory disease

Influenza
Ppneumonia s :
Bronchitis .. .

Ca

aw

C

L

Other diseases of : Eﬁplrﬁtot‘]r system ..

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum
Castritis, enteritis and diarrhcea

Nephritis, nephrosis ..
Hyperplasia of prostate

"

Pregnancy. childbirth, abortion .

Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill-defined dln&u:&u

Motor wehicle accidents
All other cccidents
Suicida - fn

Homicide and nparut;nna of war

15

L]

Male.
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34
42
48
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Female.
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35
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Persons.

266
1
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6
36)
3)

70
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)
43)
55)
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CAUSES OF DEATH ACCORDING TO SOCIAL CLASS

including Bexley Mental Hospital

MALES

All Couses :
Tuberculesis, resplrutorr ‘ Vi
Syphilitie dlhEuse : -
ignant necplasm. stomach
Malignant neoplasm. lung bronchus
Other Malignant and Lymphutlc
neoplasms ., i as
Leukaemia. aleukaemia .. ..
Diabetes :
Vascular lesions of n E"'I.l'r:uus system
Coronary disease, angina ..
Hypertensicns with heart
disease .
Other heart disease o g
Dther circulatery d;seuae - i

Influenza : ’ i i
Pneumonia .. b i b e
Bronchitis A
Other disease of raaplrutnr?
system . e
Mlecer of s tomach und dundenum :
Nephritis, nephresis .. i 05
Congenital malformation . iia
Dthar defined and i11- def;ned
diseases i
Motor vehicle accidents e
All other amcecidents ¢ s gEs
Suicide ' - ;
FEMALES
All Causes
Tuberculosis rﬂaplrutnry

Acute poliomyelitis : i
Malignant necplasm stomach

Malignant necpiosm lung bronchus
Malignant neoplasm. breast .. ..

Malignant neoplasm uterus .. .
Other Malignant and L].rnphu tic

neoplasms .. \ i
Levkasmiea, nlauk:&m1u . .ia e
Digketes o

Vascular lesiona nf ner?auu BFHtEm
Coronary disease angina
Hypartensions with heart

disease o e i
Other heart disease ..
Dther eirculatery disease

Influenza .. .. R i =
Pneumonia .. ks At " b
Bronchitis .. R
Other disease of renp:.mtcnr
aystemn A0

Ulcer of nrnmuch und duudenum -

Gagtritis, enteritis and
diarrhoea .. i3 e e b

Nephritis nephrosis

Congenatal m formation :

Othar defined and ill-defined

diseases .. i
Motor vehicle u:cc;.:lanta i i
All ather accidents .. = Ky

Total
283
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BIRTH-RATES, DEATH-RATES, ANALYSIS OF MORTALITY AND
CASE-RATES FOR CERTAIN INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN THE

YEAR 1953.
o X1 (hkrg
.ﬂ ] IEP lﬂ
R B 2
] AR 838 " - g
B SRR RS i :
'E . 528 £ &£ &
CUREC T O
883 d3g° sr 2% 2
=l =] = = =L - -
i SLBEE B alfe dF 4
' BIRTHS Rates per 1,000 Home Fopulation
Live births ‘ ‘e .. e il 17.0 15.7 17.5 14.0 14.0
: : { 0.35 0.43 0.34 0.38 0.2 0.4
e - (22 B (o8 () 210" (a] 21.0" (a) 161, (a) 24.8"(a)
DEATHS
All causes .. G ikt il 12.2 11.3 12.5 10.1 13.7
Typheid and purct?phnld wniadd ULl 0.00 - - - -
Whooping cough e e ] 0.01 0.00 0.00 - -
Diphtheria .. i i S 0.00 0.00 0.00 - - -
Tuberculeosis ., o v wa ' 0,20 0.24 0.18 0.24 0.3 0.4
Influenza i T T 0.15 0.17 0.15 0.3 0.2
Smallpox o 0.00 0.00 0.00 . - =
Beute paliumrﬂlltla f;ncludlng
poliocencephalitis) .. . 0.0l 0.01 0.01 0.0l 0.0 0.0
Pneumonia TR T 1 0.58 0.52 0.64 0.5 1.2
NOTIFICATIONS |CORRECTED!)
Typhoid fever,. - i i 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 - -
Paratypheid fever .. .. .. 0.01 0.01 0.0l 0,01 0.0 0.l
Meningococcal infection,. .. 0.03 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.1 0.0
Scarlet fever piiin it aowa iy oLy B 1.50 1.44 1.02 0.9 1.0
Wheoping cough 3-8 R - 5. | 3.72 3,38 3.30 4.0 2.9
ek b R St St =S 111 0.0l 0.0l 0.00 . -
e S S T TN U N TR P S | 5 0.1
Smallpox S e st 1 1] 0.00 0.0o0 - - :
Meaalem Wit wic i caat o 12498 11,27 12.32 8.09 20.9 11.4
Pneumonia . . 0.84 0.92 0.76 0.73 1.4 1.4
Acute pnl;amyel:t;a lxncludan
pelicencephalitis)
Faralytie .. b 5 gt DLDT 0.08 0.0B 0.07 0.0 0.0
Non-paralytiec .. ‘i o 0.04 0.03 0.04 0.03 Dl 0.1
Food poisoning s o s L T 0.25 0.24 0.38 D.1 D.1
Puerperal pyrexia .. .. .. 18.23(a) 24.33(a) 12.46(ac) 28.6L{a) - (a) 16.9 (a)
Rates per 1,000 Live Births
DEATHS

All causes under 1 year of age 26.8 (b) 30.8 24.3 24.8 13.0 23.6
Enteritis and diarrhoea under
2 years of age .. L Sy rai! (| 1.3 0.9 s 1 - -

(a) Per 1,000 fotal (live and still) Births
(b} Per 1,000 relatei live births
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LABORATORY SERVICES

The laboratory examinations were carried out at the Public Health and County Analyst's
Laboratories at Maidstone and also at the Pathological Laboratories of the Dartford Group
of Hospitals. The following specimens were submitted for examination:

Public Health and County Analyst's Laboratories:

Water (Bacterioclogiesl) ... ... ... 30
Water (Chemical) BN L 3
Milk (Bacteriological) 34
Food and Drug aanples M - R e ]
Ice Cream ... a T N SR 28

Laboratory of Dartford Group of Hospitals:

Food for infeetion ... ... .. .
F&'ECEB L] " #F ] = L = aow z.?

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water -~ No change has occurred since our last annual report in the water supply to the
dwellings in the Borough, which is excellent in bacteriological quality. The four
quarterly bacteriological samples taken on consumers' premises by the Council’s Sanitary
Inspector gave good resul ts,

From the wells supplying either industry or institutional populations, 24 bacterio-

logical and 3 chemical samples were satisfactory. Two bacteriological samples from a mill
were unsatisfactory.

NITRATES Five chemical samples from the Maternity Ward at West Hill Hospital
showed the nitrate content fo average 5 parts nitrate nitrogen per million. Ten parts per
million has been suggested as a maximum if risks of methaemoglobinaemia in infants are
to be avoided, but this standard is rigorous.

HOUSING

There has been no complete survey of the housing accommodation in the Borough and
the number of dwellings unfit for human habitation in various degrees has not been
assessed. The last overcrowding survey was completed in 1936 and is now out of date. As
is well known, the shortage of fit houses is grave and overcrowding is common.

An account of the action taken to obtain the repair or demolition of existing
dwellings will be found in the report of the Council® s Chief Sanitary Inspector.

The following dwellings have been completed in the last five years: -

1949 1950 1951 1952 1953
By Corporation:

Traditional (including flats) o8 201 155 250 289
MNon-Traditional 0 0 0 1] Li]

By Private Enterprise
New houses 19 28 19 43 49
Bomb damaged houses re-built 4 1 0 0 0
a1 230 174 293 338

The dwellings built by the Corporation in 1953 were as follows: -

Two bedroom houses .. g . - ; s 120
Three bedroom houses 4 i i o e T8
GIIE EEdem ﬂats . L L] LI L] ww 52
Two bedroom flata A 4 3 S i S a2
0ld peoples’ bungalows .. i vd oh ik 9

289

a2



Number of applicants on the waiting list at the end of December 1952 -
Number of applicants on the waiting list at the end of December 1853 -

Mo Improvement Grants were made.

PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES
Notifiabhle Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) during 1953.

Disease
Measles .. 0
Wheoping Cough
Preumonia

Scarlet Fbver..:

Poliomyelitis . Paralytic
Nen-Paralytic

Erysipelas
Scabies

Dysentery ¥ e
Acute Encephalitis ..

Meningococcal Infection

Food Poisening o

Total 0-1 1-3 3-5 5-10
454 B 83 l14p 204
115 11 28 27 43

a6 8 & 2 13
41 2 9 2B
1 - 1
3 2
4 ;
4 L -
4 " 2
A -
1 . L
& & 2 = l -

10-15

L - S e

1806
1819

15-25 25-45 45+

L I R e

o=y d

-

3
2
2

B3

P

1

23

In addition to the above the following cases were notified from Institutions:

Dysentery .. "
Paratyphoid Fever
Puerperal Pyrexia

2
S Ah
10

The following non-notifiable diseases were reported frem

Rubella L g
Conjunctivitis
Chicken Pox
Ringworm

Mumps

= = L0 DD

the Schools:-

DISTRIBUTION OF MEASLES, SCARLET FEVER,

WHOOPING COUGH AND PNEUMONIA, 1953

MEASLES

Jonuary .. e
February ..
March

Bpril
Moy ..

June - o b
July i '
Buguet .. ..
September

October

November .

December ..

Total for year

St.

Aban's Town Brent
H 435 31

2 o 9

1 5 4

K| 2 2

1 Z 1

1

2

15 59 50

23

Highfield

54
17
3
1
1

B2

Priory

85
26
40
il
2

172

Heath

22
18
29

2

5
1

78

454






TUBERCULOSIS

The following table gives details of the cases notified and deaths occuring during
the year:-

New Caszes Deaths

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
| P! o M. F. Wit E; M. EME.
0- 1 : 5 o A SN A
1-35 . - r &
5 - 10 - 2 = -
0. 18 g EIRE Srmol s
150 P il 2 - = 2
20 - 25 3 2 - 2 - - - =
aS= 88 9 5 1 - - 1 - -
35 - 45 5 3 - . - 3 5 -
45 - 5a 5 1 L 2 - = 3
SRESEENEE o L 3 . - - 2 2 -
65 and upwards 2 1 - - 4 - -

Tetals 28 16 i 4 8 4

sSeventeen of the 49 cases of tuberculosis notified during 1553, and 30 cases notified
previous to that year were removed to Sanatoria for treatment,

Previous notification of the disease was not received with regard to one of the
deaths occurring during the year but the disease was only revealed by post-mortem
examination.

There are two other pulmonary deaths recorded in the Registrar General's classification.

The following is a statement of the number of cases on the Register at the beginning
and end of the year:-

Pulmonary Neon-pulmenary Tetal
M. ; M. .
Number on Hegister at commencement of year .. 266 197 33 36 532
Number on Register at end of year .. .. .. 278 207 a0 3e 553
MASS X-RAY
Total Rodiographed New Cases %
1953
Factories etc.
Men T T - = T 2,736 15 0.5
Women .. i3 ok s ok 1, 127 2 0.2
General Public
Men sl Rl e R i 2,199 1l 0.5
Wolenil zhr s aha o i 3,193 16 0.5
9,315 44 0.47
1952
Factories etec.
Men . AR 3 " 2,522 8 0.3
Women .. . . ¥ ? l,1B4 2 0.2
Cﬂunti' Grammar School
Girls .. T . s 339 1 0.3
Teachers e e 14 0 0.0
General Publie
Men B e vs . 2,755 24 0.9
Women .. i1 T Ve s 3,738 15 0.4
10,612 50 0.47
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ANNUAL REPORT 'OF CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR

TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE BOROUGH OF DARTFORD

YOUR WORSHIP, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

I have the honour to present my Annual Report which includes a summary of the work
carried out by the Sanifary Inspectors during 1953

INSPECTIONS UNDER PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS.
Complaints and Foutine Fisits in comneciion with Fuisances.

703 complaints relating to nuisances or nuisances discovered by routine inspection
were investigated during the year. The figure includes 230 complaints relating to choked
sewers which were cleared by the Public Health Department. Of the remaining complaints,
58 related to defective dustbins, 29 were in connection with bed bugs and fleas and 23
in connection with wasps and other insects.

Numerous complaints were received at one period in connection with nuisance arising
from the deposit of flue dust. The flue dust is brought into the area from a large
electricity generating station in South East London and tipped into holes caused by sand
and gravel excavations within approximately 300 yards of dwelling houses.

A Court Order was obtained requiring all flue dust to be well damped before being
deposited and all deposits suitably covered with inmocuous material at the end of the
working day.

This particular type of dust is very light and requires most careful handling if
nuisance is to be prevented.

Dusthins,

The policy of providing dustbins and recovering a charge of 5/ d. per annum with the

rates on the 1st April, which was instituted in 1952 was continued. 64 bins were provided
during the year and no administrative difficulties were experienced.

By the operation of this policy, it is possible to provide a new dustbin within eight-
een days of the receipt of complaint regarding the defective condition of the bin. This should
be contrasted with the period of three or four months which may well elapse when the
policy of serving Notices upon either the owner or occupier is followed.

Eradication of Fermin

During the year disinfestation was carried out at thirty four premises for bed bugs
and two premises for fleas. In the case of the former a liguid spray containing D.D.T.
and pyrethrum was used and in the case of the latter, a similar spray was used, supple-
mented by treatment with naphthalene, Wasps nests were treated with Magnesium Cyanide,






Table of Nuiscaces =ontinued:

Woodwerk removed for disinfestation ; - 5 . : : ; - b 0
Yard Poving {a) repaired i )

(b} re-drained : 3 4
Miscelianeous defects neot inciuded above = .k - - ; L . 64

Drainage FWork.
Number of drains tested by water - new buildings and extensions .. . 441
Number of drains tested by water - old drainage re-laid i G & 25
Drains tested by smoke chemical ete. s o s 3
469
Infaciious Disecses
Visits and investigations by Sanitary Inspectors .. 9= r s s .. 140
Premises disinfected (Tuberculosis) o i iF L P e o 0
Premises disinfected {(all other infections) .. e ki — " ' 4
Library books disinfected s ol F i g i " A 61

Atmospheric Follulion

80 thirty minute observations of factory chimneys were made during the year and of
thiz number. the model bye -law standard of two minutes black smoke in any continuous
period of thirty minutes was sxceeded on 12 cccasions.

Protracted negotiations which commenced in February, 1952 finally culminated tn.
the Minister of Housing and Local Government approving bye- laws made in pursuance of
Section 104{1; of the Public Health Act 1936, in connection with the emission of black
smoke.

These bye laws foliow the pattern of the model bye-laws and provide that the
emission of biack smoke from a chimney of any building. other than a private house for
more than two minutes in any period of thirty minutes shall until the contrary is
proved, be deemed to be & statutory nuisance and a smoke nuisance,

Whilst it has not heen necessary to institute any proceedings in accordance with
the bye-laws wvisits to factory premises in connection with the emission of black smoke
are now made with a feeling that rather more attention is likely to be paid to one's
advice in connection with the regulation of the emission of smoke than has been paid
hitherto.

The activities of the Thames side Advisory Committee for the Abatement of Atmos-
pheric Pollution have resu'ted in one further standard deposit gauge and two lead
peroxide gauges for the measurement of sulphur dioxide being provided in the Council’s
area. The provision of these additional gauges is a part of a plan designed to provide
data in connection with the contamination of the atmosphere in the area covered by the
Committee, and whilst this report refers specifically *o conditions in the Dartford
Borough Council® s area mention is made of the deposit gauges in other local aunthorities’
areas., in order that the whole picture of the measures being taken and not just a part
of it may be seen.

Standard deposit gauges have ncw been provided at Bexley Erith, North Cray,
Crayford. Dartford Borough (2 Darenth. Stone, Swanscombe and Morthfleet, South of the
river and Thurrock (2). North of the river.

The results of the analyses of deposits collected in the Council's standard deposit
gauges at Bow Arrow Hospifal and Lowfield Street, Dartford are tabulate below, and the
appended graph shows the total deposit collected during the months of 1953 compared with
the deposit of 1952




In stodying the monthly deposit gauge figures, it will be seen that there are quite
wide variations in the figures recorded for successive months. These variations do not
necessarily imply a variation in the total amount of air contaminants emitted during the
months concerned, as the deposit actually collected is influenced by rain fall, wind
direction, wind velocity, atmospheric pressure and other factors. The Department of
Beientifie and Industrial Research in its five year reports gives the figures for deposit
gauges as average figures for the six summer months April to September and the six winter
months Qctober to March.

The following table provides average figures for winter and summer months, the units
in all columns being grammes per 100 sq. metres per month, It is too early to draw defin-
ite conclusions from these figures, but there appears to be a tendency for the pollution °
in the winter months to be increasing.

KIND DIRECTION

January  Fe bmgf:y' Narch April May June
o ¥
¥ - I 7. 7% 283 30.6% 36.0% 38.8% 23.0%
T 1.6% 3 ot U Ug 7.1% 11.8% U, 6%
3. - F. 3. 7% S5 1u.38% 42, 5% 25.1% 24.1%
¥~ ¥ 32.u% 2 g g 5. 87% 10. 5% 19.2% 32.8%
Calm 14. 3°g 21. 5% 3.9% ?,3% 15.5%
July Aupust Jeptember October Vouvember December

Fi - F. A roy 8.3% 10.0% 11.9% 1.1% 15.3%
E - 5. 3.u% 13.0% 16.6% 22.2% 19.8% 15.i%
5. . 75.3% 56.0% U5, 7% 15.0% £1.1% 28.8%
¥. - . 11.3% 17.0% 16.2% 29. 3% 8.3% 22.9%
Calm 2.9% 7.5% 11.u% 21.8% 9.7% 13.8%

* 14 hrs. defective

ATMOSPEERIC DEPOSIT GAOGES
BOK ARRON HFOSPITAL SITE
MONTFLY DEPOSIT IF TONS PER SQUARE NILE

Jonuar Februar Narch il e
Total water-insoluble 8 52)' - . 15.87 -H?“ Hf-:y 1?:,95'
Soluble in €.58. 9 0,17 - a.10 - - 0.10
Ash .00 - 1y, 58 - - 11.4q4
Other combustible 1.368 < 2.48 - - J. 4
fotal woter-soluble 8.28 - 23.80 - - 11.58
Calcitm I.uz - 5.4 - - 2. 40
Chlorine 0. 81 = I.57 = 0.72
Sulphates 3.u1 : 11.48 - - 3.87
Fotal Solids 8. 7T - Ui, 58 - = £5.58
Rainfall - inches 0.78 . 0.33 - - 1.18

July Aupust September October Fovember December

fotal water-insoluble .02 e 8.20 2U.87 G.895 2843
Soluble in :‘J‘.S.? el 5 0.10 0.20 03 .05 .13
Ash 5.80 §.23 745 21.18 5. 78 2.0y
Other combustible 1.88 1.38 1,54 3.78 1. 1H iy g5
fotal mater-soluble Y. 78 P T 1y, 258 218 g.683 £23.81
falcium 0.86 1.0y 2-75 §.37 .20 5. 44
Chiorine 0. 847 0.8 LT 1.85 0. 57 1.38
Julthates 2.00 A 3.86 8. 80 2.98 10.88
fotal Solids 15.34 .27 23.48 49,13 13, 58 50,34
Rainfall ~ {inches 2.83 1.25 2.7 3.8 0.20 0.87
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TOTAL MONTHLY DEPOSIT OF ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

(TONS PER SQUARE MILE)

1953
__________________ 1952
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For warious reasons figuces are not available for the months of February, dpril ond Nay, 1553.
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Noteabie Duellings.

The overall pesition in the Council’s area with regard to moveable dwellings has
undergone ilittle change. There is still only cne licensed site in use, namely the site
at Stonehill Woods Joydens Wood. This site is licensed for twenty four chalet type
bungalows and Town Planning approval has also been given for the siting of ten trailer
type caravans upon this site, Ten caravans have bheen granted individual licences at this
site and are being used for residential purposes.

One horse-drawn caravan has been granted an individual licence to stand on land at
Bignores Farm'* Darenth Road. and Town Planning spproval has been granted for a limited
period.

A licence has been granted for one trailer type caravan to stand on land at Upper
Ruxley Farm and Town Planning permission has been granted for & limited period.

Overcrouding

There have been five complaints only of overcrowding during the year. In none of
these cases was the premises found to be statutorily overcrowded.

Paddiing Fool

Adjoining the children s recreation ground in the Central Park is a shallow paddling
pool. the water for which is drawn from a piece of water known as Brooklands Lake, Due to
the number of children paddl ing in this water its condition rapidly deteriorates and in a
sample submitted to the County Pathologist for examination, the bacterial counts at 37°

and 22° were 1648 and 2536 respectively the number of presumptive coli per 100 ml. 1804
and probabl e pumber of faecal coli per 100 ml. alsp 180.)-

Arrangements are now to be made for the water supply to the pool to be changed at
frequent intervals and for the water to be hand chlorinated. The effectiveness of hand:
chlorination will depend largely upon the care which is exercised in the cleaning out of
the pool prior to each re filling.

Suimming Baths

The open air swimming bath in Burnham Road, which is under the administrative control
of the Borough Surveyor has a continuous heating and chlorination plant; the water being
chlorinated so as to give a residusi chlorine figure of 0.5 p.p.m. at the inlet.

Samples of the water submitted for examination during the summer were found to be
of satisfactory bacteriological qoality,

The swimming bath at the Dartford College of Physical Education is open during the
summer months for certailn school children and samples of the water are also submitted
for bacteriological examination

All samples taken were found to be of satisfactory quality.

Fousing dct.

Satisfactory progress was made during the vear with the demolition of houses in
the South Street - West Street Clearance Area and the remaining 41 houses were
demolished Towards the end of the year. a modest start was made with routine house
to house inspections of properties which judged by external sppearances, one might
expect to be unfit for human habitation,

A report was made to the Council in connecticn with the conditien of 668 properties
in the Heath Street - Lowfield Street and Manor Place areas as 8 result of which four
areas were declared by the Councii to o Clearance Areas’’.

The following table is a copy of a return forwarded to the Ministry of Housing
and Loecal Government in connection with action taken under the Housing and Public Health
Acta for the year ended 31st December 1953 -
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"CLEARANCE AREAS AND INDIVIDUAL UNFIT HOUSES
ACTION TAKEN UNDER THE HOUSING AND PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS

Beturn for the Year Ended 3lst December, 1953.
Part A. - Clearance Areas (Housing Act, 1936)
Number of dwelling-
houses demolishe Number of
in the period persons
displaced
Unfit houses | Other houses
{1} Land coloured ™ pink™ 50 - 132 adult
= 33 children
{2} Land coloured " grey’ None None

Part B. ~=Houses Not Included in Clearance Areas

DEMOLITION AND CLOSING ORDERS
(1) Fousing Act, 1938,

(2) Fousing Act, I5U8.

Number of

Houses

Perscns displaced

(al Houses demolished as a reqult
of formal or infermal prodedure
under Sectiom 11 .. B o 1

ib) Houses closed in purauunce of
an undertaking given {
owners under Section 1
still in force il

(c) Parts of hulldlngs ciasad
Section 12 . F

None

None

{al Clesing Orders made under
Section 3(1) .. : .

{b] Demolition orders determined
and cleosing Orders substituted
under Section 3.2) A i

MNone

None

2 adults

MNone

MNone

Mene

Nene

REPATRS

TNFORMAL ACTION

{3) Mumber of unfit or defective houses rendered fit during

the period as a result of informal action by the Local
Authority under the Public Health or Housing Acts

ACTIOF UNDER STATUTORY POKERS

{4) Public Fealth Acts

(5)

Aa) by owners A 4

Number of houses in which defects were remedied after
service of formal notices

(a) by owners : ;
(b} by local autherity in defoult of owners

Fousing Adct, 1836

! Numbey of houses made fit after service of formal

notices {Sections 9, 10 and 1B}

" (b) by local authority in defuu.'li' uf owners g

Mumber of
Houszes

237

42
None

None
MNone
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Ioe Craca

Prem.ses used for the sale of Ice Cream
Mumbér of Dealers registered . - ) i e . T8
Number of Manufacturers registered . e ' prm—_ (1]

Number of samples taken for hu_teric-‘nmu&l exammntinn |

Al though ten manufacturers still figure in the Council s register, manufacture has
taken place at only one of these premises during the last year. The "Hot Mix" method is
used predominantly at this premises and the ' (old Mix'"’ method is used at one restaurant
and oné industrial canteen

Rasul ta of examinations are set cut below

Manufacturad in Manu factured outside
District Distriot
Grade I b ]
Grade 11 4 0
arade 111 B 0
Grade IV a 0

Twelve mamples of ioe cream manufactured In the distriet by the “"Hot Mix'' method,
one sample of ice oream manufactured inside the district by the ''Oold Mix'' method and
three samples of ice oream from manufacturers outaide the distriot were submitted to the
County Analyst for examination. The average fat content and total solids content of
these three categories were b 6% and 20 0% 8.7% and 31 25% 11. 4% and
33, 1% respectively

In wo far as this aren 1A concerned, the concentration of ice cream manufscture into
the hands of a fow large manufacturers has resulted in the sale of a product of a more
uniformly high quality. The ice cream manufactured within the district, the quality of
which 18 reflected in the figures for analyses quoted above, constitutes & very small
proportion of the ice cream consumed in the Area.

NIk = Licences ate

o The following are detalls in connection with licences issued and premises in use in
8 AreA: -

Mumber of Dairies (excluding dairy farme) . ; oy - e 2
Number of reg.stersd distributors with prman in the Borough {inclu-

ding 18 distributors selling sterilized milk only) .. . 20
Number of registered distributors with premises nutaida the Bnrnulh

{including 2 selling sterilized milk only) e e, T B
Tuberculin Tested Milk Dealers’ Licences issued ., = .1 . v 10
Tuberculin Tested Milk Supplementary licences issued .. - o 12
Accredited Milk Supplementary Licences issued £H 2 i A ) 1]
Pasteurised Milk Dealer’s Licences issued .. i e 5 - A 10
Pasteurised Milk Supplementary Licences issued .. o s % i 12
Sterilized Milk Dealers Licences lssued b i e - A w5 26
Bterilized Milk Supplementary Licences issued ‘ 11

Sampies.

During the year 17 samples of Pasteurised milk, 12 samples of Tuberculin Tested
milk (Pasteurised; and 5 samples of Channel Island milk (Pasteurised) were submitted to
either the County Pathologist or the County Analyst for routine examination. Of this
number of samples one sample of Tuberculin Tested milk (Pasteurised) and one sample of
Pasteurised milk failed to satisfy the methylene blue test.

It is well known that any organiams which are introduced into milk at any stage
during the processing of the milk multiply more repidly in warm weather and milk becomes
sour much more rapidly in warm weather, It is unfortunate that the methylene blue test
for Pasteurised Milk is vold if at any time the atmospheric ahadu temperature in the
laboratory in the immediate vicinity of the samples exceed 65°P. The atmospheric shade
temperature during the summer months would, in most laboratories, be well above this
figure and the sampling of Pasteurised l.tﬂu during the summer months therefore sppears
to be quite pointless in so far as the methvlene blue test 18 concerned.



Flauphterhouses.

There is no licensed slaughterhouse in the Borough, but the following figures are
given inrespect of inspections of animalsata large hospital within the Council’s area; -

coaluting OoWs Calves Sheep Pigs
Cows
Number killed .. o i . e L £ - 12 25 54
Momber inspected e : P - 12 25 - 59
M1 diseases, except ’mbercu]-::sis
Whole carcase condemned . iy Mone None None None  None
Carcases of which some part or nrgan naa
condemned None 1 None None 5
Percentage of the number mspected affected with
disease other than Tuberculosis .. i P None 8.3% None |lone 8. 4%
Tuberculosis only;
Whole carcase condemned . gt None Mone None  None  None
Carcases of which some organ was condemned ., None Mone None [None None
Percentage of the number inspected affected with
Tuberculosis .. . T Kone Mone  None None 4. 29

Other Inmspeciions.

Apart from the figures included in the foregoing section of the report, the following
visits were made during the year:-

visits regarding Food Poisoning . v ; = £ 14

Visits to. -
Fruit Pickers Huts e = ke i o 7 i 3
offensive Trades . i e b - % 8
Public Conveniences at Inns o i o e % 28
Other Public Conveniences .. = o i . ‘a 125
&l ipper Baths .. ) ) e - = Ll 21
Stables, Pigegeries, etc A £ P it S i BE
Tents, ‘u’a.ns and Sheds i 2 o 100
Re- inspections and visits to 'ﬁbfks m ngrass . 2,142
¥iscellaneous Visits .. o i o i 4 i 513

In all, atotal of 10,033 visits or inspections were made during the year.

Public Baths
Public Conveniences and Slipper Baths.

The Corporation have provided and maintain the following, which are under the
administrative control of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

Public Conveniences with wash and brush up facilities
and slipper baths for both sexes at Spital Street.

Public Conveniences for both sexes on The Brent.
Public onveniences for both sexes in Market Street.

The number of persons using the Slipper Baths is given below. together with compara
tive figures for 1952

1952 1953

Men .. 3 i = i 11, 599 13,029
Buys .. i &% o . 429 G615
Women B e W i 3, 766 4 317
Girls Py e N o 287 283
Total 16451 18, 244

a7






As a resu.t of the foregoing inspections. 129 Notices were served during the year
}nd 1:llz'r Motices were complied with. The following table sets out the defects which were
ound; -

Sanitary Conveniences in Food Preparation Premiszes . ; Bk : e i 1
Defective condition of walls and ceilings .. .. o tr LR e T 13
Dirty condition of walls and ceilings b v e L R L AL i 55
Dirty condition of doors .. SRl TR . o ' o o 4
Defective condition of floors .. .. .. FEY B s B e WIS 15
Dirty condition of floors .. .. . i Dl i BT RPN T T FET 21
Dirty conditicon of windows .. { by . 04 5 v . =7 is o T
Dirty equipment, personnel or clothing o . i i : o' iy i 18
Inadequate hot water supply % e o 5 25 = 3 i : 15
Inadequate supply of soap or towels ., e i e Wik A i o 3 T
Absence of notices re hand-washing .. il -1 X L 4 o5 14 - 10
Inadequate protection of food from source of contamination . - bs ‘ 15
Inadequate ventilation P SR alel MRl YeuR Dl cdet cEERO e 0 dan 4
Animals likely to contaminate food in preparation rooms .. s s i ] 9
Inadequate marking of vehicles used for sale of food . e " . h i 10
EiReRETaneonsaeTap R SRE a0 SERasa aoitheuigne Oy, T ansmiieiien v D BE

During the jyear a number of requests have been received from various organisations
in the town for an address to be given by the chief Sanitary Inspector in comnection
with Food Hyglene, Clean Food Campaigns ete.

In every case the request has been acceded to and it is considered that talks of
this type. i.e. where the organisation has made a specific request for the talk to be
given to its members, are more likely to be effective than propaganda which is rather
thrust upon one’ 5 audience,

Arrangements were made during the year for some very well produced food hygiene
posters, obtainable at two monthly intervals., from well known wholesale provision
merchants, to be dispiayed in factory canteen kitchens, school canteen kitchens and the
kitchens of the larger catering establ ishmeats in the town. These posters refer
particularly to the washing of hands and the handling of food and are thought to be
superior to anything that has so far originated from official sources,

Food and Drug Sompling.

During the year 136 samples were obtained (17 Formal and 119 Informal). The follow-
ing table shows the resnlts of the analyses of these samples: -

Article Pormal Informal Genuine Inferior Adulterated
Apples, tinned .. it - I - 2 . : 2
Bread .. T e .k e s - | - - 1
Butter .. ] B e i ik 1 1 -
Cakes
Cream doughnut .. 1 1 - -
Cream Slice s W it A0 1 1 — -
Cheese, Processed ., it - 1 1 =
Coffee and Chicory Essence .. . i 1 S 13
1 8 5 1 3
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The following are details in connection with the samples in the foregoing table
which were reported as either “inferior” or “"adulterated"

Bread: The sample of bread was part of a loaf which had been delivered to
a customer in the Councii’s area and the Public Analyst reported
that the dark foreign matier preseni consisted of dirty mineral oil.
probably lubricating oil

Proceedings were instituted in accordamce with Section 3 of the
Food and Drugs Act, 1938, and a fine of £10 was imposed together with
the payment of £5 5s. Od. costs. :

Curry Powder: This informal sample of curry powder was found to contain 30 p.p.m.
lead. The permiss.ble limit being 10 p.p.m. A subsequent formal
sample from the same source was found to be " genuine™.

Pork Sausages: Sulphite was found to be present in 57 p.p.m. and preservatives
were not declared. A warning was issued in this case.

Ice Cream: This semple contained 3.6% fat and 6.3% sucrose. A warning was
iseued o the manufacturer and subsequent samples were found to be
satisfactory

Tinned Apples: Excess iron and tin was found in each of two informal samples. The
whole stock of this particular commodity was surrendered from branches
in Dortford and other neighbouring Local Authority areas.

Meat Pudding: This meat pudding was the subject of a complaint, the purchaser
having found what she believed to be part of o rodent’s skin in the
pudding. Subsequent exaominction showed the offending substance to be
skin with odherent hair. probably from a calf’s head.

Cornish Pasty: The Cornish Pasty was the subject of a complaint by the purchaser,
who alleged that the posty contained blow-fly eggs and had caused
enteritis in o member of the family. The examination confirmed the
prasence of blew-fiy eggs, but the fact that the blow-fly eggs were
found to Le wviable suggested that they were not there before the
pie was cosked. As the crusts of the pies of this type were firmly
sealed, it morecver suggested thot the pie hud become fly-blown after
sale.

Processed Cheese: This sample was found to comtain 57.1% moisture and 18.3% fat. It

was reported to the Ministry of Food Standards and Labelling Division
by the Public Analyst.

Buttered Almonda: An informal somple was found to contain 1.35% butter fat. The Public
Analyst expressed the view that it should contain 4%. Due to the
absence of further stocks it was not possible to take any subsegquent
formal sample

Ice Lelly: Twe informal samples were found te contain 5. 5% total solids and
{2 samples) 3.1% sucrose and 6.4% totol solids ond 4% sucrose. The matter of
composition was taken up with the manufacturers concerned.

Sixteen complaints in connection with the condition of food or the handling, wrapping
or delivery of food were received during the course of the year. As in some cases the
weather or time of year has some bearing upon the matter the date of the complaint is
given in each case These were as follows: -

12.1.53 Bread . grease inm loaf.  See details of report upon food analyses.
24.3.53 Complaint by purchaser of conditicon of meat. The meat was not

unfit for human consumption but the vendor exchanged the meat te the
satisfaction of the customer.
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16.3.53

1.4.53

11.4.53

15.4.53

25.4.53

26.5.53

5.6, 53

8.6.53

30.7.53

4.8.53

17.8.53

9.6.53

23.10 53

Groceries delivered found to be contaminated by mice excreta.

The groceries were exchanged and the mice infestation was treated,
upon repayment, by the Council's Rodent Operator.

Portion of surgical rubber found in Dundee Cake.
Enquiries were made at the bakery concerned, where it was found that

an employee had lost part of a rubber finger stall used to cover a
cut finger.

Tinned apples. Apples acnalysed and stocks withdrawn.
Complaint in connection with condition of fish.

Fish found to be sound and edible but portion small for price paid.
.The root cause of the complaint].

Hair in meat pudding. See report in results of analyses.

Hot Cross Bun Poppins. These pre-packed Hot Cross Buns were reported te
be stale and were in foct found te have been in stock for some weeks.®
The vendor was warned.

Maggot found in loaf of wropped sliced bread.

The entomologist reported that this was the larva of a Tortrix Meth
which had most ilikely crowled in from adjoining vegetables or flowers,

Cyst in Liver delivered to customer.

Warning issued to branch manager.

Pressed Pork alleged to be fly blown when delivered to customer.
Dther pork in grecer s shop examined. . none found to be fly blown. -
Csrnish Pasty alleged te be fly blown

See report in results of analyses.

Complaint of fly blewn condition of bacen.

The grlocr.-r'a shop concerned was visited and arrangements made for more
satisfactory covering of the bacon in the bacon store.

Complaint in connection with lumps of hard dough in, and sour taste of,
a loaf of bread.

This matter was taken up with the manufacturers. whe repeorted that it
was due to some stale dough having become caught up in part of the
bakery plant.

Complaint in cennection with 2% long brass price ticket holder in
rock cake sold to customer.

This motter was taken up with the confectiomer concerned, who dis-
continued the use of this type of price ticket holder in favour of a
plastic type of price ticket

Complaint of maggets in fish supplied te customer.

Visits paid immediately to fish monger and all stock examined and
found to be satisfactory.

one hundred and sixty-six visits were made in connection with unsound food,

42









Water Supply.

Sixteen samples of water from factory water supplies were submitted for bacteriologi-
cal examination during the year und three samples were submitted for chemical examination
Two of the sampies submitted for bacteriological examination were unsatisfactory As the
gamples were taken shortly after the river Thames banks were broken and as part of the
factory concerned was below flood water level, it was assumed that the unsatisfactory
samples were due to this cause,

Bubsequent samples from the same source of supply were found to be satisfactory
PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

Rats and Mico

Due to the pressure of other duties 1t was only possible to carry out a very limited
amount of survey of domestic premises during the year. There was, however, very little
variation in the number of complaints received cr premises treated. Detalls are set out
below, together with figures for the preceeding year

1652 1953
Number of complaints received and dealt with 171 185
Number of premises treated .. : ik 224 213
Notices served - i i By i i 5
Notices complied with i 2 i 1 5

Of the 213 premises treated, 16 were found not to be infested and 55 were infested
by mice.

Having regard to the extremely rare occasions upon which any infestation in the
area has been found to be associated with defective drains or sewers, arrangements were
made with the Minisiry of Agriculture and Fisheries for the treatment of sewers in this
area to be temporarily suspended This arrangement has so far had no noticeable effect
upon the pumber of surface infestations found or reported.

SHOPS 'ACT, 1950.

Set out below are details of the number of inspections made and Notices served and
complied with during the year: -

Number of inspe ctions made .. = e IR . 370
Motices served R o PR o ‘ 43
Motices complied with .. i i BT i 40

Analysis of Notices Complied with in 1953

Abstracts and notices ., i ik

Sani tary accommodation dafectire ‘ aa
Sanitary accommodation insufficient
Insdequate temperature ., i
Hel f-day or Sunday closing offences ..
Offences relating to intervals for meals eto.
Inadequate washing facilities ‘ : ik

MH*JHME

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.
The following are details in connection with proceedings instituted during the year:-

A loaf of bread was sold and found to contain dirty mineral oil. Proceedings were
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