[Report 1946] / Medical Officer of Health, Dartford Borough.

Contributors

Dartford (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1946

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/cbazuydc

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (acres) 4,234

Fopulation {Reglstrnr -General's estimated ﬁgurc Mid- 1946] s 37,030

Population (Census, 1931) A 28,928 :
MNumber of inhabited houses [end of 1946] acmrding tc Rnte Bnuks} 10,251 |
Rateable Value ... ] 2 ... £299.759 |
Sum represented by 1 ale e o £]1,186 12 5§

PHYSICAL FEATURES AND GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE
DISTRICT.

The Borough of Dartford is situate in the lower portion of the Darenth Valley,
and the rising ground to the East and West of the river. The area of the district is
4,234 statute acres, land and water.

The district is chiefly an industrial one. The residential area at the west end
of the town, in the neighbourhood of The Heath, however, continues to develop, and
there is a growing number of residents whose business is outside the Borough. 3

There is, in addition to the ordinary population, a large institutional population
s the following institutions are situate in the District: — ’
|

London County Council Hospitals, Joyce Green, Orchard and Long Reach.
London County Mental Hospital.

EKent County Council, The County Hospital.

St. Vincent's Industrial School.

STAPLE INDUSTRIES.

The principal industries of the district are: —

Engineering. Manufacture of Drugs and Chemicals.
Paper Making. Flour Milling.

There are no industries in the district which have a prejudicial effcet on health.

OPEN SPACES.

The District is provided with open spaces for pleasure and recreation which
include: —

Dartford Heath 340 acres.
Central Park ... 27 acres.
Hesketh Park 10 acres.

Facilities for outdoor sports are provided at all these open spaces.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR 1946.
Males. Females. Total.

Live Births.—Legitimate 362 333 695
Illegitimate 19 15 34
381 348 729
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 of population 19.68
Live Birth Rate for England and Wales for the same pmn-:l. 19.1

2












() HOME HELP SCHEME.

The Corporation have a scheme for the provision of home helps for maternity

Two home helps are employed full time for this purpose and a register is kept
of women who are willing to assist when more than two are required.

(C) MIDWIVES.

Two County Midwives are appointed to attend cases in the Borough and in
addition one other Midwife practises in area.

(D) CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.
The following are the Clinics and treatment centres in the town: —

Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics, Market Street. Maintained by the Council.
School Clinic, King Edward Avenue .. e B

Tuberculosis Clinic, Overy Street i - Maintained by the Kent
Venereal Clinic, The County Hospital ... County Council.

In connection with the County Hospital there are Ophthalmic, Orthopedic,
Neurological, X-Ray, Electrical, Urological, and Dental Clinics available for residents
in the area of the Dartford Public Assistance Committee as out-patients.

Also at the Livingstone Hospital there are X-Ray and Electrical Clinics.

(E) HOSPITAL SERVICES.

The following hospitals are situated in the district and are available for the
residents. In addition to these, the facilities offered by the London hospitals, which

are within a reasonable distance, are used by the inhabitants.

1. The County Hospital, West Hill, for General Purposes and Maternity, under
the management of Kent County Council, available for persons resident in the area.

2. Livingstone Hospital, East Hil!l, for General Purposes and Maternity, sup-
portel by Voluntary Contributions under the management of a voluntary committee,
available for persons resident in the Dartiord Borough and Dartford Rural Districts.

3. Bow Arrow Isolation Hospital, Bow Arrow Lane (for Infectious Diseases),
under the management of the Joint Hospital Committee, available for persons resident
in Dartford Borough, Dartford Rural District, Bexley Borough, Crayford Urban
District, and Swanscombe Urban District.

Cases of Small Pox are admitted into the London County Council Small Pox
Hospital, Joyce Green,

(F) AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

() InrFecTious Casgs.—The Dartford Joint Hospital Committee maintain two
ambulances for the removal of cases of infectious disease from their homes to the
hospital.

() GeneraL Cases,—The local division of the St. John Ambulance Brigade
continues to do very useful work. They maintain a motor ambulance which is available

for accidents day and night and the removal of sick persons to local or London

hospitals.
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Closet Accommodatron,

The system is a water carriage one. In the portions of the area where main
sewers are not available, there are the following houses with conveniences of the type
mentioned: —

W.C.’s connected to cesspools 70 and § flats
Fail Closets 18

The cleansing of cesspools and pail closets is not carried out by the Local
Authority but by the owners or occupiers of the premises.

Scavenging.
House refuse is dealt with by controlled tipping at the Corporation’s Heath Lane
Tip.

During the summer this tip was treated with D.D.T, preparations to prevent
flies, crickets, etc., and this treatment appears to have been very successful.

The war-time difficulties of collection were largely overcome towards the end of
the year and a weekly collection of refuse was again instituted.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES AND BATHS.
The Corporation have provided and maintain the following: —

Public conveniences with wash and brush up facilities and slipper baths for both
soxes at Spital Street.

Public Conveniences for both sexes at the Central and Hesketh Parks.
Public Conveniences for both sexes on The Brent.

Public Conveniences for men near the Cattle Market.

Open air Swimming Baths in Burnham Road.

The number of persons using the Slipper Baths is given below, together with

comparative figures for 1945: —

1945 1946

Men. ... 12,217 13,817
Boys ... 738 ! 799
Women ... 5,995 6,472
Girls ... 425 379
TotaL ... 19 3?5 21,467

The open-air Swimming Bath in Burnham Road has a continuous heating and
chlorination plant. Samples of the water are taken from time to time and show that
the water is maintained in a very satisfactory state.

ERADICATION OF VERMIN AND CLEANSING.

During the year disinfestation was carried out at 24 houses by spraying with
suitable vermicides by the Corporation’s disinfector. Where necessary the owners
were requested to strip the rooms and loosen the skirting boards, etc.

The treatment of scabies is carried out at the Cleansing Station, King Edward
Avenue.

During the year 183 males and 258 females were treated.
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16 of the 56 cases of Tuberculosis notified during the year, and 12 cases notified
previous to 1946 were removed to Sanatoria for treatment during the year.

Previous notification of the disease was not received with regard to eight of the
deaths occurring during the year.

Under the Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1924, returns have to be
made quarterly to the County Medical Officer, giving a summary of the Tuberculosis
Register for the District. The following is a statement of the number of cases on the
Register at the beginning and end of the year: —

Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary.

Male. Female. Male. Female. Total.
Mumber on Begister at commencement of Year 150 a8 37 45 370
Number on Register at end of Year ... 207 109 35 47 398

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
Particulars of Attendances at the Child Welfare Clinic.

MNumber of new entrants during the year o i 504
Total number of children who attended during the year ... 1,149
Ante-Natal Clinie,
Total number of cases on register during the year ... 274
Number of new cases ... 2317
Number of clinics held ... i i i 50
Total number of attendances ... B25
Average attendance per clinic ... 16.5

Birth Control Clinic.

This clinic was held monthly during the year. 144 new cases received advice and
400 attendances were made. Every care is taken to see that the objects of the Clinic
are fulfilled.

Maternity Service.

A scheme is in force whereby expectant mothers can be admitted to either the
County Hospital or the Livingstone Hospital for their confinements. Financial assis-
tance is given according to the income of the applicants.

243 cases were admitted under the scheme during the year.

Puerperal Pyrexia.

3 cases of Puerperal Pyrexia were notified during the year. One occurred at the
County Hospital, one at Livingstone Hospital and one where the confinement took
place at the patient’s own house.

Other Services.

In connection with the ancillary services of the Maternity and Child Welfare
Clinics, 20 children received orthopadic treatment, and 2 mothers dental treatment
during the year.

MILK (MOTHERS AND CHILDREN) ORDERS, 1919 and 1921.

During the year 1946 the amount of milk supplied under these Orders was as

follows: —
217 lbs. dried milk free.

The distribution of Liquid Milk free, or at a reduced price, is undertaken by

the Food Office.
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