[Report 1938] / Medical Officer of Health, Dartford Borough.

Contributors

Dartford (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1938

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/rmec3f4v

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode










GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area [acres) E 3 4.234
Population {Reglbtrar {_;am I u] - utmmtt il ﬁEUI‘t \I:d—IJS ) 35,680
Population (Census, 1931) 23,928
Mumber of inhabited houses tend of 1“'! iBh ncccrﬁllng I:c- Rate Emﬂ:s 9211
Rateable Value ... o34 231
Sum represented by ld. mh £1,077

PHYSICAL FEATURES AND GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE DISTRICT.

The Borough of Dartford is situate in the lower portion of the Darenth
Valley, and the rising ground to the East and West of the river. The area of

the district is 4,234 statute acres.

The centre and eastern parts of the district are mainly industrial, whilst the
western portion near the Heath is residential and suburban in character with a large
number of residents whose business is outside the Borough.

There is, in addition to the ordinary population, a large institutional
population as the following institutions are situate in the District : —

London County Council Hospitals, Joyce Green, Orchard and Long Reach.
London County Mental Hospital.

Kent County Counacil, The County Hospital.

St. Vincent’s Indnstrial School.

STAPLE INDUSTRIES.

The principal industries of the district are :—
Engineering. Silk Printing.
FPaper Making. Flour Milling.
Manufacture of Drugs and Chemicals.
There are no industries in the district which have a prejudicial effect on
health.

Separate figures with regard to unemployment in the Borough of Dart-
ford are not available. The area served by the Dartford Employment Exchange
comprises Dartford Borough, Crayford Urban District and Dartford Rural
District. I am informed by the manager that the number of persons registered
as unemployed during the year 1938 varied as follows :—

Number registered as unemploved. Percentage of insured persons in area.
January = 907 4.0
June 653 2.8
December ... 1,212 4.8

OPEN SPACES.

The District is provided with open spaces for pleasure and recreation
which include :—

Dartford Heath ............... 340 acres.
CentralePark. oo e 27 acres.
Hesketh Park .................... 10 acres.

Facilities for outdoor sports are provided at all the above,
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(B) MIDWIVES.

The Kent County Council is the controlling authority for Midwives in the
Borough and also under the Midwives Act, 1936. They have three salaried midwives
available for this district.

In addition there are two other midwives practising in the Borough.
There is close co-operation between the County Council and the Borough

Maternity and Child Welfare Department.
(C) CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.
The following are the Clinics and treatment centres in the town :—

Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics, Market Street.  Maintainel by the Council.

School Clinic, King Edward Avenue ... Maintained by the Kent
Tuberculosis Clinic, Overy Street County Council.
Venereal Clinic, The County Hospital ... ]

In connection with the County Hospital there are Ophthalmic, Orthopedic,
Neurological, X-Ray, Electrical, Urological, and Dental Clinics available for residents
in the area of the Dartford Public Assistance Committee as out-patients.

Also at the Livingstone Hospital there are X-Ray and Electrical Clinics.

(1) HOSPITAL SERVICES.

The following hospitals are situated in the district and are available for the
residents. In addition to these, the facilities offered by the London hospitals,
which are within a reasonable distance, are used by the inhabitants.

1. The County Hospital, West Hill, for General Purpuses, under the
management of Kent County Council (Public Assistance Committee), available
for persons resident in the area under the control of the Public Assistance
Committee and by private patients from the same area. Extensions of this
Hospital were commenced in 1937 and are still in progress.

2. Livingstone Hospital, East Hill, for General Purposes, supported by
Voluntary Contributions under the management of a voluntary committee,
available for persons resident in the Dartford Borough and Dartford Rural
Districts. During the year, the new block to accommodate Maternity cases
was completed and opened.

3. Bow Arrow [solation Hospital, Bow Arrow Lane (for Infectious Discases)
under the management of the Joint Hospital Committee, available for persens
resident in Dartford Borough, Dartford Rural District, Eexley Urban District,
Crayford Urban District, and Swanscombe Urban District.

The total accommodation for patients is 140 beds. During the year new gate
lodges with controlled entrance gates were completed.

Cases of Small Pox are admitted into the London County Council Small Pox
Hospital, Joyce Green, by agreement with the London County Council.
(E) AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

(1). Inrectiouvs Casgs.—The Dartford Joint Hospital Committee main-
tain two ambulances for the removal of cases of infectious discase from their
homes to the hospital.
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ADOPTIVE ACTS IN FORCE IN THE BOROUGH.

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890. Parts II, III and V.
Adopted 2Znd January, 1891,

Infections [hsease [Prevention) Act, 1800
Adopted Tth February, 1902,

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1807.

Sections 18, 19, 21, 22 and 33 in Part 1T ... ... ... Adopted
Whole of Part VI . o SR R BT Ind April, 1909
Sections 79, 80, 85 '=.ml 86 in F‘art 1In-l'I Adopted
Section 90 in Part VIII R T R T 19th March, 1909,
Section 95 in Part X ... ... ... .. v oo .. Adopted 4th Jan., 1913

Public Health Act, 1925. Part II adopted 2nd December, 1925,

The Dartford Improvement Act, 1902, contains clauses relating to Drainage,
Milk Supplyv and Infections Diseases.

BYE-LAWS.
The Corporation have Bye-laws relating to the following :—

Common Lodging Houses,

Good Rule and Government,

Houses Let in Lodgings (Housing Act, 1925).

Means of Escape from Fire (Factories and Workshops).
MNuisances.

Offensive Trades.

emoval of Off :nsive Matter,

Slaughterhouses.

Tents, Vans and Sheds,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.
WATER SUPFLY.
The District is supplied with water by the Metropolitan Water Board.

With the exception of isolated houses, the whole of the houses are con-
nected to the Metropoelitan Water Board’s mains.

The supply is from chalk wells at Wilmington, Darenth, Southfleet and
Green Street Green. These wells are sampled on every working day and give good
bacteriological and chemical results. Southfleet and Green Street Green wells are
protected by chloramination and standby chloramine equipment is held for
immediate application at the other wells should any untoward condition become
apparent. In addition, periodical samples are taken by the Sanitary Inspector. All
samples taken during the year have been quite satisfactory.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

No cases of pollution have been noticed or dealt with during the year.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF DISTRICT.

This is dealt with in the Annual Report of the Sanitary Inspector which is
at penddod hereto,



PUBLIC CONVENIENCES AND BATHS.
The Curporation have provided and maintain the following :—

Public conveniences with wash and brush up facilities and slipper baths
for both sexes at Spital Street.

Public Conveniences for both sexes at the Central and Hesketh Parks.
Public Conveniences for both sexes on The Brent.

Public Conveniences for men near the Cattle Market.

Urinal at East Hill.

Open air Swimming Baths in Burnham Road.

The Corporation are also considering the erection of Public Conveniences for
both sexes in the vicinity of the Car Park in Market Street.

The number of persons using the Slipper Baths is given below, together
with comparative figures for 1937 :—

| 1937 1938

! ! s

Mip e L \ 9,944 11,013
Beee ] 375 427
Women 2 i | 2,764 2,635
Girls .. iy i | 109 204
. 13,192 | 14,279

The open-air Swimming Bath in Burnham Road has a continous heating and
chlorination plant. Samples of the water are taken from time to time and show
that the water is maintained in a very satisfactory state. The enlargement and
re-construction of this Bath and the sanitary accommodation in connection
therewith was completed during the year. :

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The district is main sewered, and the water carriage system is general. The
sewage is dealt with by the West Kent Main Sewerage Board (of which the Dartford
Corporation is a constituent Authority) at their works at Long Reach, Dartford.

There are only 82 houses, situated in the more rural areas, which are not
connected to the sewers. Over 999 of the houses in the district are connected
to the sewers.

The only extensions of sewers that have been carried out during the year have
been those in connection with the various building estates being developed in the
Borough.



CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

The system is a water carriage one. In the more rural portions of the area,
where main sewers are not available, there are the following houses with
conveniences of the type mentioned :—

W.C.s connected to cesspools ... ... ... ... ... G4
Bail EIOBEES: © s Srah o b e a1 el B i T e 18

The cleansing of cesspools and pail closcts is not carried out by the Local
Authority but by the owners or occupiers of the premises.
SCAVENGING.

House refuse is collected weekly except in the centre of the town, where the
collection is twice weekly.

The collection is almost entirely by motor vehicles. The refuse is disposed
of by controlled tipping at the Heath Lane tip. An incinerator is provided for the
disposal of condemned meat, etc.

ERADICATION OF VERMIN.

During the year the following steps have been taken by the Health Department
and the Housing Superintendent with regard to the eradication of bed bugs.

No. of Council houses found to be infested ... 42

chisinfested 42
MNo. of other houses found to be infested 25
R i disinfested by Council ... o 3

by Owners or tenants after
advice given by Sanitary
Inspector 22

Slight infestations are sprayed with Zaldecide, bad infestations are fumigated
either with * Cimex " or Lawes Chemical Blocks.

All prospective tenants’ furniture and effects are inspected before they are
allowed to move into a Council house. If vermin are discovered, the furniture is
treated at the house being vacated; in the new Council house; or, in bad cases,
the furniture is treated in both houses.

The disinfestation is carried out by the Council’s own men, and not by a
contractor.

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

There are two Central and nine Junior schools in the district.  These are
well lighted and ventilated, and the water supply and sanitary conditions are
generally satisfactory. No alterations or extensions were carried out during the
year.

PROPAGANDA.

The department co-operated in the National Health Campaign and posters were
exhibited and leaflets distributed in connection therewith.
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INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

SMALLPOX.
No cases of Small-pox were notified during the year.

DIPHTHERIA.

The number of cases of Diphtheria notified (exclusive of Institutional cases)
was 46, a higher number than the three preceding years.

The incidence was spread over the whole year and the cases occurred in the
following wards of the Borough: —

Brent Ward ... 7 cases.
Heath Ward ... i b B
Highfield Ward i
Priory Ward ... B
St. Alban's Ward ... B
Town Ward ... 12 oy

With the exception of one case, the whole of the patients were removed to
hospital.

Facilities for immunisation have been provided at the Public Health Department
since 1935. The prophylactic used in Toxoid-Antitoxin-Floccules (Suspension).

The number of children immunised during the year was: —

At Public Health Department. Pre-school children ... ... 4
School children ... ... ... 4
At St. Vincent's Home Industrial School . e b st gy 33

All new boys received into this school are 1rnrnumsed on admlasmn

Contacts with cases notified, and also children referred to the Department by
the school teachers, are swabbed with a view to the elimination of carriers.

Anti-toxin is supplied free to Medical Practitioners for use in cases uf
Diphtheria.
SCARLET FEVER.

The number of cases of Scarlet Fever notified (exclusive of Institutional cases)

was 71, which was higher than the two preceding years but below the average of
the past five years.

The incidence of the disease was distributed evenly throughout the year and over
the whole of the Borough as follows: —

Brent Ward ... 11 cases.
Heath Ward ... e [
Highfield Ward e [ E
I:"'riur}' Ward ... T ¥
Alban's Ward ... 13 =
ruun Ward ... wuied 11

29 cases were nursed at home and 42 were rt,muwd to hospital. There were
two return cases during the year.

ENTERIC FEVER.

Two cases were notified during the year. There was no association between
the two cases.

MEASLES.

Measles is not notifiable under the Infectious Iliseases (Notification) Act,
but the cases amongst children of school age are notified to the Department by
the Head Teachers of Schools.

There was no particular incidence of the disease during the year.
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In addition, the following have been notified from various Institutions :(—

R s|l2|8|B|%]|8
DISEASE. ég% E § ; E :‘"e "E 'é' 3 f Q E f‘ E §
R | o= |3 | en - | v S (B ] -+ 1&3 o

Diphtheria ... ..o oo v 29 1 2 2 1 8 2 3 2 2 2 4
Scarlet Fever ... ... ...
Puerperal Pyrexia ... ... 5 1 2 | || |
Pneumonia 6 1AM o 1 21 2 .
Ervsipelas ... .. ... ... 4 2 I8 1
Enteric Fever ... ... ... SETRE T e ] el el B | B e e
Measles
Chicken Pox 1 1
TOEEIESEY ot foinn mdd g 26 | ... O R RO PO A WS R Sl
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 1
Cerebro Spinal Fever 1 1
Encephalitis Lethargica ...
Small-pox ...

DEATHS FROM INFECTIOUS DISEASE 8.

|
""'rg B = E a E ﬁ E k=]
e - = T ool e o] - [Ts] =L
DISEASE. LS o= R X & = o = = b =] 5 E
ofL ) Sk B N G ey w | w g
Diphtheria ... 1 1 :
Scarlet:Fewer . oo ceed i ] S5 TFOR RO (NPRSR ] [N e R R e [ () e A
FPnenmonia 19 | o 1 E 3 4 (i3
Measles 2 D P Sl L) (B 1

PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS.

The Corporation are co-operating with the Kent County Council in their
scheme under Section 176 of the Public Health Act, 1936, for the prevention and

treatment of blindness.
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Seven cases of Puerperal Pyrexia and two cases of Puerperal Fever were notified
during the year. The two cases of Puerperal Fever and two cases of Puerperal
Pyrexia were notified from the County Hospital and one case of Puerperal Pyrexia
from the Livingstone Hospital.

The investigation of maternal deaths is undertaken by the County Medical Officer.

TREATMENT OF SQUINT.
Arrangements are in force for the treatment of squint in children under
school age by the School Ophthalmic Surgeon. Two cases were referred for
treatment during the year.

ORTHOPZAEDIC TREATMENT.

During the year nine children received treatment under the Kent County
Council scheme for the orthopadic treatment of children under school age.

DENTAL TREATMENT TO MOTHERS AND CHILDREN.

One child and six mothers were granted assistance in accordance with
the Council’'s Scheme for dental treatment during the year.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Two cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum were notified during the year. One
case was notified from the County Hospital and this child became totally blind.

Children requiring treatment for Ophthalmia Neonatorum can be received into
St. Margaret’s Hospital by arrangement with the London County Council.

PUBLIC HEALTH (PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS)
REGULATIONS 1925.

No action has had to be taken with regard to cases of Tuberculosis in
persons connected with the milk trade.

SECTION 172, PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936.

No action has been taken during the year with regard to compulsory remowval
of cases of Tuberculosis under this section.

VENEREAL DISEASES.

The Kent County Council is the Authority dealing with this group of
diseases. A local Clinic is held by them at The County Hospital.
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INSPECTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH FOOD SUPPLY.

Slaughterhouses.
Number on Register—Licensed cal REE AR e o e R T YT
Registered. oo G vy o 1
Number of Inspectiong ... ...  con ses mse wxn caen wnel | SBN

Licences were issued under the Slaughter of Animals Act to seven slaughtermen
during the year.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order, 1926

Register&d Purveyors (Wholesale) . SRR T EE  C A
s (Retail) e A8
f[ncluﬂmg 20 dealers regnst-:re-:i for the sale of
sterilised milk in unopened bottles)

The premises of 15 of the Registered Purveyors are
situated outside the Borough.

Number of Cowsheds... ... & ... Inspections ... ... 44
Number of Dairies ... ... 9 ... Inspections ... ... Sl
Number of Milkshops ; 3 .. Inspections | L o3 SEIERCRT
Number of contraventions of the Order dealt with ... ... 3

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDERS.

The following licences have been granted by the Corporation: —

TUBERCULIN TESTED MILK.

Bottlers’ Licences ... 1

Dealers’ Licences = = =4 3

Supplementary Licences ... s aad 3
PASTEURISED MILK.

Dealers’ Licences ... san G 2

Supplementary Licences ... i (3

SAMPLES OF MILK.

During the year 14 samples of Graded Milk were taken (4 Tuberculin tested
and 10 Pasteurised). All samples complied with the prescribed conditions.

Ten samples of milk were taken for the detection of tuberculosis and all were
negative.

The department has co-operated with the Kent County Council in ensuring
a proper milk supply to the local schools.

The samples taken at the schools are taken by the County Council’s own officers
and of 72 samples taken only 3 failed to comply with the prescribed bacterial count.

OTHER INSPECTIONS.

Meat and other Food Inspections o 278
Market Stall and Hawkers' Cart Inspecu-:ms i 108
Fried Fish Shop Inspections ... = o 92
Bakehouse Inspections ... 44
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been of great assistance in dealing with the home-killed meat supply of the district.
Under these schemes, on the payment of a premium by both buyer and seller
compensation is granted, on the certificate of the Sanitary Inspector, for diseased
carcases or portions of carcases.

LODGING HOUSES ETC.

Number of Common Lodging Houses on Register ... 1

Number of Houses let in Iadgmgﬁ on Register 2

Inspections i 27
SHOPS ACT, 1934.

Number of inspections ... S

Number of re-inspections SO L

Notices were served regarding contraventions. Particulars of these are set out
in the following table: —

Contraventions Complied
Found. With.
Statutory forms not exhibited .. 9 13
Young persons hours . 1 1
Sanitary accommodation: Insufficient 1 1
Defects in 1 2
Washing facilities insufficient ... 1 1
Other matters 1 1

CAMPING SITES.

Licences have been granted by the Corporation with regard to two camps. These
camps are inspected regularly and no contraventions have been noted. The
maximum number of campers during 1938 was 100.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

Number of Fried Fish Shaps on Register ... i 14
Eleven of these are subject to annual renewal of permmmun

Number of Rag and Bone Dealers ; 3

One is subject to .anm]al rem;wal

2 Tanvards AT e I e R T Ry | e 1

13 .. Knackers’ ‘rard-% 1

y IMBPECHIONE Gl i Vi sie hdn eeeh ain, pai SR 134

OTHER INSPECTIONS.

Stablevards, I"Iu‘!..,t ries, ete., Inspected TR R LS S i e 104

Inspections re Tents, "».an-a and Sheds Bve- Laws 29

Inspections of Cinemas ... R R 4

Re-inspections and visits to wnrk in pmgruwﬁ N oo e

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

During the year 18 complaints were investigated and inspections were made of
premises, etc. Advice is given with regard to dealing with these pests and in
certain cases poison baits are laid down with good results. Where considered
necessary the drains of the premises are smoke-tested and any defects dealt with.
This was done in 11 cases.

Four warning letters were sent and complied with during the year.

SMOKE NUISANCES.

During the year 24 observations have been taken of the smoke emitted by the
chimneys in the various works. One black smoke nuisance and two other smoke
nuisances were dealt with during the year.
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INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES
(In accordance with the Home Office Schedule).

1. —INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health.

Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors.

NUMBER OF
PREMISES. Inspec- Written | Occupiers
tions Notices |prosecuted
Factories with mechanical power ... 99 G —_
Factories without mechanical power T3 ] —
+ Other Premises under the Act (including works of build- 24 1 —_
ing and «ngineering construction but not including
out-workers’ preinises).
Total 196 12 —

+ Electrical Stations should be rechoned as factories,

2.—DEFECTS FOUND.
No. of
Numeer oF DEFECcTs. |defectsin
respect
PARTICULARS. Riferred cI.-’i::s ;;:l"
Found| Remedied | to H.M. i
Inspector]: . so o
institored
Wanl of cleanliness (8. 1) 3 3 :
Overcrowding (5. 2) ... it .
Unreasonable temperature {5 'i} i p
Inadequate ventilation (S, 4) .
Ineffeciive drainage of floors (S. G} 1 1 o
[ {Inqufl'lt:lent 1 1 : S
Sanitary cOnveniences Unsuitable or de[ectwe 5 3 o
(3. T) Not sepa.mte for sexes . 5
Other ofiences o G b =
(Not including -:}Eenrr:a- ryla.l ing to Honwe Work or
offennces under the Sections mentlioned in the
Schedule to the Ministiy of Health (Factories
and Workshops Transler of Powers) Order,
1921, and re-enacted in the Third Schedule to
the Factories Act, 1937).
Total 16 13 o h

OUTWORKERS.

No action has been necessary during the year with regard to outwork in im-
proper premises or with regard to infectious disease.

No. of lists received, 9.
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