[Report 1933] / Medical Officer of Health, Dartford Borough.

Contributors

Dartford (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1933

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/kc7mah3p

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode






















NURSING ARRANGEMENTS, HOSPITALS AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS
AVAILABLE FOR THE DISTRICT.

(A) HOME NURSING.

The Dartford District Nursing Association, supported by voluntary con-
tributions, maintains three District Nurses.

The Council make a grant to this Association and in return the services of
the Nurses are available for the home nursing of cases of Measles, Whooping
Cough and cases referred by the Child Welfare Clinic.

(B) MIDWIVES.

There are six midwives practising in the Borough, all whom act as workers
at the Child Welfare Clinic. I am glad to report that their interest and attend-
ance is very good.

(C) CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

The following are the Clinics and treatment centres in the town :—

Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, Market Street Maintained by the Council

School Clinic, Kent Road Maintained by the Kent
Tuberculosis Lllrm: Owvery Street : County Council.
Venereal Clinic, ng Edward Avenue Hnspltal

(D) HOSPITAL SERVICES.

1. King Edward Avenue Hospital, West Hill, for General Purpuses, under
the management of Kent County Council (Public Assistance Committee), avail-
able for persons resident in the area under the control of the Public Assistance
Committee and by private patients from the same area.

2. Livingstone Hospital, East Hill, for General Purposes, supported by
Voluntary Contributions under the management of a voluntary committee,
available for persons resident in the Dartford Borough and Dartford Rural
Districts.

The alterations begun in 1932 were completed at the beginning of 1933 and

these provided a Maternity Home of 7 beds and an Electro-therapeutic
department.

3. Bow Arrow Isolation Hospital, Bow Arrow Lane (for Infections Diseases)
under the management of the joint Hospital Committee, available for persons
resident in Dartford Borough, Dartford Rural District, Bexley Urban District,
Crayford Urban District, Swanscombe Urban District. Cases of Small
Pox are admitted into the London County Council Small Pox Hospital, Joyce
Green.

(E) AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

(1). InreEcTious Casgs.—The Dartford Joint Hospital Committee main-
tain two ambulances for the removal of cases of infectious disease from their
homes to the hospital.

(i7). GENERAL Casgs.—The local division of the St. John Ambulance
Brigade continues to do very useful work. They maintain a motor ambulance
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__ The Dartford Improvement Act, 1902, contains clauses relating to Drainage,
Milk Supply and Infectious Diseases.

There are also in force in the Borough Bye-Laws regarding :—

Common Lodging Houses.
Houses Let in Lodgings.
Nuisances.

Offensive Trades.

FPublic Sanitary Conveniences.
Slanghterhouses.

Tents, Vans and Sheds.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.
WATER SUPPLY.

The District is supplied with water by the Metropolitan Water Board.

With the exception of a few isolated houses in the rural portions of the

district, the whole of the houses are connected to the Metropolitan Water Board'’s
mains.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

A case of pollution of the Dartford Creek by suction gas washings
found during 1932, was finally dealt with by diversion of the effluent to the
foul water sewer.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The district is, and has been for many years, main sewered, and the water
carriage system is general. The sewage is dealt with by the West Kent Main
Sewage Board (of which the Dartford Corporation is a constituent Authority)
at their works at Long Reach, Dartford.

There are only 83 houses, situated in the more rural areas, which are not
connected to the sewers. 98.89%, of the houses in the district are connected
to the sewers.

During the year one house previously cesspool drained has been con-
nected to the public sewer.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

The system is a water carriage one. In the more rural portions of the area,
where main sewers are not available, there are the following houses with
conveniences of the type mentioned :—

W.C.'s connected fo cesspools ... ... ... ... .. 80
Pail Clogeks — o0 o T s ol b 21
Privies and earth closets ... ... ... o e s 2

The cleansing of cesspools and pail closets is not carried out by the Local
Authority but by the owners or occupiers of the premises.
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HOUSING.

NUMBER OF NEW HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR.

(a) Total 520
(s} By the Local Authority 112
(i) Py other bodies and persons ... ... ... . . 408

1. INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing defects
{under Public Health or Housing Acts) and the number of
inspections made. Houses 284 Inspections 912

(2) Number of dwelling-houses (included wunder sub-head (1)
above) which were inspected and recorded under the
Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925, and the number

of inspections made.. Houses 82, Inspections 418
(2) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation 18

(4) Number of dwelling-houses under paragraph 2 (exclusive of
those referred to under the preceding sub-head) found not
to be in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation 83

2. REMEDY OF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT SERVICE OF
FORMAL NOTICES.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence
of informal action by the Local Authority or their officers 231

3. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR.

(a) Proceedings under Sec. 17, 18, and 23 of the Housing Act, 1930 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices were
served requiring repairs R E ot sl oy o e 22

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were renderr:cl :ﬁt after
service of formal notices

(¢) By owners ... . 23
() By local a.uthnrlty in dﬁfault uf Dwners None

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ... ...

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :
(@) By owners .. 11
(6) By local a.uthﬂnt}' in default =:-f DWRETs ... None

(3 1ngs under sections an of the Housing Act, :
Proceeding der Secti 19 and 21 of the Housing Act, 1930
(1) Number of dwellings in respect of which Demolition

Orders were made S T e 1
(2) Number of houses dem«::-hshcd in pursuance of De-
molition orders . ... 9

{3) Number of dwellings in respect of which * Under-
taking by Owners to execute works ™ were accepted
by the Council ... .. E 2

(4) Number of dwellings rendeted ﬁt afte:r & Underta.kmg‘
by Owners to execute works "' had been a::cepted b_v

the Council None
(6) Number of dwellings in mspect c.ti wh:.ch undertakin;
not to use as a dwelling was accepted by the Counci 5
10
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Annual Report of Sanitary Inspector.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to report as follows on the Sanitary Inspection, etc., of the Borough
for the year 1933 :—

INFECTIOUS DISEASE WORK.

Cases investigated e S 107
Premiszes disinfected tTuhcrcult}sls] 38

(other infectious d:nseases} e el 85
Sets of be{ldmg disinfected 1562

HOUSING (CONSOLIDATED) REGULATIONS 1925.

Number of houses systematically inspected and recorded ... B2
Notices re defects served on Owners :(—
Preliminary—Served 53 Cumphed with 71 : in hand, Dec. 31st 48

Statutory— ,, 24 None
Houses put in order dunng vear mcludmg those dealt with under
Section 19, Housing Act, 1930 SRR B L T e

ACTION TAKEN WITH REGARD TO OTHER NUISANCES FOUND.

Preliminary Notices served, 186 : complied with 187 : in hand, Dec. 31 35
Statutory Notices i 11; o T [ it s 1

COMPLAINTS.

277 complaints of Nuisances, etc., have been received during the vear
and duly investigated and dealt with.

DRAINAGE WORK.

Number of Drains tested by water— New Buildings ... 1406
- o x S . Existing Buildings a,nd Wﬂrks
under notice s i3 44
o - i w o smoke—New Buildings ... 286
pe o o Existing Buildings and Worl:s
under notice 3 11
Total number of drains tested during year Lo . 1747
Number of drains cleared by the Department 149

Of the drains cleared by the department 44 were in connection with the
Council houses and various other properties owned by the Council.

INSPECTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH FOOD SUPPLY.

Slaughterhouses.
Number on Register—Licensed ... ... ... ... .. ... None
Repiatered o0 b G 2
Number of InspectioBs ..o v car ier wne wew san s 249
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No seizures of food were made during the year. The carcases, etc., des-
troyed were surrendered on request after inspection.

The mutual Insurance Schemes of the Dartford, Sevenoaks, and Rochester
Cattle Markets continue to be of great assistance in dealing with the home
killed meat supply of the district. Under these schemes, on the payment of a
premium by both buyer and seller compensation is granted, on the certificate
of the Sanitary Inspector, for diseased carcases or portions of carcases.

LODGING HOUSES ETC.

Number of Lodging Houses on Register ... - 1
. Houses let in Lodgings on Register ... ... ... ... 2
i .+ Inspections - : - 17
OFFENSIVE TRADES.
Number of Fried Fish Shops on Register ... ... ... ... i o . 10
.+ Rag and Bone Dealers & Fi 2
. Tanyards i . 1
o .» Knacker's Yards 1
o o IDSPEEHONE i aasn wee mial veewn wmet fawe et a9
OTHER INSPECTIONS.
Stableyards, Piggeries, etc., Inspected pums imrm Oy R 82
Inspections re Tents, Vans, and Sheds Bye-Laws 16
Inspections of CInBMAS . ..o ain aeil mme awr amad ek oS EECIEEER 4
Re-inspections and visits to W-::u'l: iTh PTGETERS  acu ekl dave. was il iehs ORC S RO
Visits re Applications for Council Houses ... ... ... .o wee ced eas 664

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

During the year 20 inspections were made under the abive. Advice was
given with regard to dealing with these pests and in certain cases poison baits
were laid down with good results. Where considered necessary the drains of
the premises were tested for defects.

SMOKE NUISANCES.

During the year 62 observations have been taken of the smoke emitted
by the chimneys in the various works, and one case of black smoke nuisance
has been dealt with.

NUISANCES REMEDIED AND WORK CARRIED OUT UNDER THE VARIOUS
NOTICES DURING THE YEAR.,

Roofs repaired - 50
Eaves, gutters and rainwater pipes rapa.trcd and renwed 28
External brickwork repaired, re-pointed or rendered ... o o 48
Damp walls remedied 42
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INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES
Including Inspections made by the Sanitary Inspector.

NUMBER OF
PREMISES. Defects Defects
Inspection| found remedied
Factories (including Factory laundries) 15
Workshops (including Workshop laundries) 63 3 o
Workplaces (other than outworkers’ premises) ... 18 3
Total o6 [ o

DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS & WORKPLACES.

PARTICULARS.

NuMmMpeEr ofF DEFECTS.

Found

MNumber
of Prose-
cutions.

Nuisances under the Public Health Acts :—
Breach of special sanitary requirements for bakehouses
Want of Cleanliness
Want of Ventilation ...
Overcrowding — B e
Want of Drainage of floors
Other nuisances
(Insufficient
Sanitary acmmmndationi Unsuitable or defective

Not separate for sexes ...

Offences under the Factory and Workshop Acts (—
Illegal occupation of underground bakehouses (S.101).

Other offences

Total

Referred
Remedied | to H.M.
Inspector
2
1 e
2
2
7 A










