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Deaths from carcinoma of the lung increased this year from 10
to 17, 14 occurring in men and 3 in women. Health education is
obviously still needed to persuade cigarette smokers to cut down on
their consumption. It was interesting to note that the women were
all under 54 and the men over that age.

Both cases of leukaemia were in males, one a school child and
one in a man over 75.

Deaths from ischaemic heart disease increased from 74 to 75,
being two and a half times greater in males than females.

Notifiable diseases increased in number from 29 to 94 mainly
due to an increase in the number of cases of measles from 12 to 73.

Routine childhood immunisation was continued during the year
to give protection against diphtheria, tetanus and whooping cough.
Vaccination was also carried out against measles, tuberculosis and
rubella, also for smallpox if the parents requested it.

At the beginning of the year numerous water analyses were car-
ried out in Heighington following an allegation by parents that a
child was suffering from lead poisoning. This was however disproved
and in only 2 cases were the lead levels in the water found to be
above permitted levels. One case was thought to be due to faulty
soldering in the pipe adjacent to the tap and one to a long lead
service pipe to the house. The householders were advised appro-
priately.

Following a query from the Aycliffe Parish Council regarding the
safety of the “Lakes” in Newton Aycliffe from a health point of view,
samples of water were taken for bacteriological examination (see
page 22 for details).

On the results of these examinations it was recommended that
these lakes should be regarded as being primarily ornamental.
Boating is permissible but this type of water in an untreated con-
dition is not suitable for paddling or swimming.

Applications for improvement grants continue to be received, a
total of 65 Discretionary Grants and 14 Standard Grants being
approved during the year.

Finally, T wish to thank the Council for their assistance and my
staff for their conscientious hard work throughout the year.
I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

Elaine M. Osborne,
M.B., CH.B., D.P.H., D.C.H., D.R.C.0.G., M.F.C.M.
Medical Officer of Health.
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