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Rates as compared with England and Wales
Darlington England and

R.D.C. Wales

Live birth rate per 1,000 population 16 8 16.8
Still birth rate per 1,000 live and

still births il 11.2 11
[nfantile mortality rate per 1 DDD

live births 9 9.4 9
Neo-natal mortality rate pe:r | DD{}

live births a o 12.4
Perinatal mortality rate per [D[]{}

live and still births i - 16.8 17
Maternal mortality . . .t 1.9 0.24
Death rate per 1,000 population .. 7.6 7.6

ANALYSIS OF STATISTICS

The population increased from 28,990 to 31,510 in the year
under review.

The area comparability factors for use with crude birth and
death rates contain adjustments for boundary changes and make
allowance for the way in which sex and age distribution of the local
population differs from that for England and Wales as a whole. In
addition the death rate area comparability factor has been adjusted
to take account of the presence of any residential institutions. The
use of the factors makes the birth and death rates comparable with the
crude rates for England and Wales or with the corresponding
adjusted rates for any other area.

Comparability factors for your area are:—

Births Deaths
0.82 1.58

Live Births

There was a decrease in the number of live births giving a rate
of 16.8 as compared with 17.2 the previous year. The rate after
adjustment by the comparability factor supplied by the Registrar
General is 13.8 making a ratio to the national rate of 0.82.

The number of illegitimate births was 26 as compared with 32
and the percentage of live total births which were illegitimate
decreased from 6.4%, in 1967 to 4.9% in the year under review.

Male Female  Total

Legitimate o 2 g 261 243 504
Illegitimate o L 5 17 9 26
278 252 530

Still Births

The pumbcr of still births was 6, a decrease of 2 over the previous
year giving a rate of 11.2 as compared with 16. The rate for England
and Wales was 11.






TABLE SHOWING CAUSES OF DEATH
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HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE LOCAL
HEALTH AUTHORITY (DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL)
IN YOUR AREA

County Medical Officer: Dr. S. Ludkin,
County Hall, Durham,
Telephone No. Durham 4411.

Assistant County Medical

Officer (No. 10 Area) Dr. M. W. Rodgers,
Council Offices, Sedgefield,
Telephone No. Sedgefield 555.

Advice on any of the services listed below may be obtained on
application to the above.

Welfare Services

(a) Residential Hostel Accommodation—This is provided for aged,
infirm and handicapped persons, but the accommodation at present is
limited.

Persons from your district maintained during the year in
residential hostels were:—

Males — 7
Females — 135
Number of Persons on waiting list:—
Males — 2
Females — 10

(b) Blind Persons—A comprehensive service is provided which

includes medical examination, home visiting and teaching, assistance

in obtaining suitable employment in workshops or at home,

admission to homes for the blind and general social welfare. A

rce_s,idenlial hostel reserved for blind persons is situated in Durham
1ty.

(c) Other Handicapped Persons—Certain Welfare services are
available for persons who are deaf and dumb, partially sighted, or
substantially and permanently handicapped by illness, injury or
congenital deformity.

Figures for your district for 1968 were:—

Total
No. of registered blind persons .. : 4 & T
No. of registered partially sighted persons. . 1 " S
No. of registered deaf and dumb persons N .. 60
No. of registered hard of hearing persons X Janelld
No. of registered physically handicapped persons PR e
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t{ome Nursing
Visits made by the district nurses during the year were:—

Cases Visits
(a) Medical cases. . s o = ... 201 4,389
(b) Surgical cases. . o . e BT S
(c) Tuberculosis .. ; = ! Sob b o 353

(d) Maternal complications .. A ce — —

Domiciliary Midwifery Service
Births attended by County Midwives within your district were

Total births (live and still) .. . o e i 92
Cases attended as midwife and nurse £% % .. 92
Hospital patients discharged home before 10th day 199
Total cases attended .. g i R 5 =4 291

Health Visitors

The health visitors provide the link between the home and the
County Health Department. They give advice on the care of young
children, to expectant and nursing mothers and aged or ill persons
.::!.nifl they stress the measures necessary to prevent the spread of
infection.

Visits made in your district during the year
No. of Visits

(a) maternity and child welfare .. - e 8,414
(b) tuberculosis o e s = .. 107
(c) general health .. 1 - %! .. 531
(d) mental sub-normality .. = o it 48
(e) school .. i M i ok - 259
(f) aged people % " 5 = 58 911

Domestic Help

Domestic helps are provided by the County Council where
necessary in cases of sickness, childbirth, infirmity or other household
emergencies. A charge may be made for this service under certain
circumstances according to income scale. 3

During 1968 the service provided in your district was:—

No. of home helps employed during the year " < sy
Cases attended at 1st January, 1968 S i ket {10
New cases provided during year = g s g
Cases terminated e i s i o .. 54
Cases attended at 31st December, 1968 5 g B
Type of case provided during the year
(a) Maternity, including expectant mothers e .. Nil
(b) Tuberculosis e Ve B ! b .. Nil
(c) Chronic sick (including aged and infirm) ik $h L
(d) Others 14 b s = v if e
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SECTION B.

WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL
AND GENERAL SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

Distribution of Water

The parishes included within the area of the various statutory
undertakers are as follows:—

Tees Valley and Cleveland Water Board

Archdeacon Newton (part), Barmpton, Bishopton, Brafferton
(part), Coatham Mundeville (part), Denton (part), East and
West Newbiggin, Great Burdon, High Coniscliffe, Hurworth,
Killerby (part), Little Stainton, Low Coniscliffe, Low Dinsdale,
Middleton-St.-George, Morton Palms, Neasham, Piercebridge,
Sadberge, Summerhouse (part).

Note:

Extensions to the water main at Neasham have now been
completed.

Durham County Water Board

Great Aycliffe, Brafferton (part), Denton (part), Great Stainton,
Heighington, Houghton-le-Side, Killerby (part), Summerhouse
(part), Walworth, Coatham Mundeville (part).

Darlington Rural District Council

On 1/4/68 the Council ceased to supply water in part of the
parishes of Brafferton, Whessoe, Coatham Mundeville, which
they purchased in bulk from the Tees Valley and Cleveland
Water Board; and in Barmpton from a bulk supply from the
Darlington Corporation. These undertakings being taken over
by the respective Water Authorities. 3

General

Villages and hamlets have main piped water from statutory
undertakers except in Low Dinsdale and the parish of Sockburn.

(a) The majority of the houses in Low Dinsdale parish are
situated in the village of Middleton-St.-George and are
supplied by the Tees Valley and Cleveland Water Board.
In Low Dinsdale hamlet the houses take their supply from
a private bore and shallow well.

(b) At Sockburn a private spring is piped and serves nearly all
the houses.
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SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

(a) Aycliffe

These sewage works deal with Aycliffe Village, School Aycliffe,
Newton Aycliffe and the Aycliffe Trading Estate, and allowance is
made for dealing with Redworth and Heighington. The average
daily flow for the year ending March, 1969 was 1,248,000 gallons
and the dry weather flow 1,190,000 gallons. The effluent discharged
to the river was reasonably satisfactory.

The Works were completed in 1965 and are capable of dealing
with a total of 1.3 million gallons dry weather flow.

The flow from Aycliffe Trading Estate being discharged to the
works is approximately 450,000 gallons per day and a considerable
part of this is trade effluent. This was treated by the Council without
any charge, in accordance with arrangements made when the old
sewage works were purchased. During the year, following discussion
with officers of Aycliffe Trading Estate, and the Aycliffe Development
Corporation, agreement was reached on a basis of charges for treat-
ment of trade waste. This permitted existing tenants to continue
to discharge without charge an agreed quantity of trade waste in
respect of each firm above which payment was to be made.

Sewage from the Approved School at Copelaw, Aycliffe, in the
adjacent Sedgefield Rural District is caused to be discharged into
the sewers at Newton Aycliffe for treatment at the works.

Consideration is being given to the reception of sewage from
the proposed motorway service area near Aycliffe Village which is
also in the adjoining district. The Council have agreed to accept
the discharge from Shildon Urban District, this will make it possible
for that Council to abandon their sewage works, the effluent from
which is discharged into Woodham Burn which runs through an
amenity area at Newton Aycliffe.

During the year a start was made on the scheme for extending
the works to deal with up to five million gallons per day at an
estimated cost of 1§ million pounds. The first phase is for
excavation over the site, access arrangements, diversion of and
enclosure of an open culvert and the provision of temporary sludge
pressing plant. The original scheme referred to in last year’s report
has had to be varied to include heated digestion instead of the
porteous type heat treatment for the sludge. This was necessary
because with the latter it was doubtful whether liquors from the
sludge process could be treated at the works. The temporary press
will be put in to make sure that with reasonable lime and copperas
addition to the sludge a satisfactory cake can be made. The site for
the extensions is insufficient to allow for the putting in of sludge
drying beds and consideration is being given to the purchase of
some 152 acres of land near Aycliffe Village which has come on
to the market. The land will also provide for disposal of the sludge
and can be let for farming.

The Northumbrian River Authority has given consent to the
additional discharge of the effluent up to five million gallons per
day providing the standard of efluent was not more than the
suspended solids 20 p.p.m. B.O.D., 15 p.p.m. Storm tank effluent
In excess of three times the dry weather flow with solids in suspension
not to exceed 150 p.p.m.
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The Council gave consideration to the incineration of sludge
but have been led to believe that loan sanction could only be
recommended for such work of this nature to larger authorities.

(b) Bishopton

These are new works completed in 1963. They were especially
designed to deal with the considerable discharge of farm waste
effluent. The average daily flow for the year ending March, 1969 was
9,600 gallons and the dry weather flow for this period was 7,920
gallons. The design capacity of the works is 10,800 gallons per day.
The effluent discharged to the beck can be said to be reasonably
satisfactory,

(c) Brafferton and Coatham Mundeville

There is no public sewage works at Brafferton and at present
some sewage with surface water is being discharged into a ditch
which drains to a watercourse which also takes the discharge from
a small sewage works dealing with Council houses. At Coatham
Mundeville there is a small tank with overflow to the river. Both
arrangements are unsatisfactory.

The Council has accepted a scheme by which the village of
Brafferton will be sewered to a pumping station to which sewage
from Coatham Mundeville and Brooklyn Transport Cafe area will
be discharged and thence it will be pumped direct to the Aycliffe
Sewage Disposal Works. The estimated cost of the scheme was
£41,600 and the Council’s approval was given.

Specifications are being prepared by the Council’s Consultant
prior to taking tenders.

(d) Great Burdon

The village was sewered to a pumping station connected to the
Corporation’s sewer in 1959. All houses are connected to the sewer.
Allowance has been made for further development. The average
flow was 1,700 gallons per day.

(e) High Coniscliffe

This village has a sewer with tank and land irrigation works
which are unsatisfactory. The sewerage arrangements at Low Conis-
cliffe and Merrybent are sufficient to take the sewage.

It has still not been possible to make much progress on the
preparation of a scheme to provide new gravity sewers with pumping
station and rising main to the head of the new sewer at Merrybent
apart from the taking of levels, owing to pressure of other work.
It is hoped that the preparation of the scheme will not be delayed
much longer.

(f) Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent

This scheme was completed in 1968 and provides for gravity
sewers connected to a pumping station with rising main to Darlington
Corporation sewer near the Waterworks to deal with existing houses
and business premises. Allowances were made in the scheme to deal
with the flow from High Coniscliffe and Piercebridge. The average
dry weather flow for Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent was 26,000
gallons per day.
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(g) Heighington and Redworth

The proposals have been agreed, tenders taken, for bringing
the sewerage from these two works to Aycliffe sewage works for
treatment. A 12" gravity sewer is to be taken from the School
Aycliffe sewer to the outfall at the Heighington works and a pumping
station is to be put in at Redworth to cause the sewage to be dis-
charged, into the head of the Heighington existing sewerage system.

The estimated cost is £48,000 and the work should be completed
by the end of 1969,

(h) Hurworth, Hurworth Place and Neasham

The sewage works dealt with an average flow for the year ending
March, 1969 of 147,400 gallons per day and the dry weather flow
for the same period was 130,000 gallons per day. The works were
designed to treat 120,000 gallons per day, and as there is considerable
development proposed for this village it will be necessary for the
Council to consider enlarging them. A length of the old sewer was
found to be defective owing to subsidence and the Council's Con-
sultant was required to report on this and the need for enlargement
of the works.

A scheme for the sewerage and sewage disposal of Neasham,
Hurworth and parts of Hurworth Place was completed in 1965
comprising pumping stations at Neasham, Hurworth Place and
sewage works near Hurworth Village.

The Consultant’s report was available in December of the year
under review and indicated that whilst the sewage works would be
slightly overloaded from the development that had taken place there
appeared to be no immediate need to consider enlarging the works.
This report also included the necessity to relay 40 yards of 18" and
37 yards of 15" foul sewer with manholes to replace defective main
sewers. A further length of 6" sewer to trace and relay if necessary.
The estimated cost of the work being £17,300. A more detailed
report was required by the Council, particularly dealing with the
need to relay the 6” sewer and surcharging at other parts.

(i) Middleton-St.-George

This plant was brought into use in 1960. The works were designed
to treat a dry weather flow of 71,500 gallons per day. The average
daily flow for the year ending March, 1969 was 156,200 and the
dry weather flow 152,000. Early consideration will have to be given
to extensions to deal with new development taking place in the area.

Since 1967 negotiations have taken place with the Ministry of
Defence and the Teesside Airport regarding acceptance of sewage
from the Airport and ancillary buildings and the R.A.F. Married
Quarters to the sewage works nearby. The Council agreed to this
providing a satisfactory arrangement was made for a contribution
towards the cost of a pumping station and rising main to discharge
to the Council’s works. Existing sewers are being examined to see
what repairs are necessary to prevent infiltration of surface water.
Most of these repairs were carried out in the year under review,
although the amount of infiltration is still high. It is proposed to
arrange to have some accurate measurements of this next year.
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(j) Piercebridge

The village is served by several tanks which are emptied by the
Council. It is hoped that when the High Coniscliffe scheme is com-
pleted the Council will agree to sewage from this village being
drained to a central point and pumped into the proposed High
Coniscliffe sewer. It is not possible to make any progress with this
scheme until the village of High Coniscliffe can be dealt with.

(k) Sadberge

The works are overloaded and require re-building. The Council’s
Consultant has prepared a scheme in the last year which has been
accepted by the Council and arrangements were made for the
acquisition of the necessary sites for sewage works extension and
pumping station. The scheme also provides for a new length of
gravity sewer and pumping station with rising main to sewer part
of the village served by a large septic tank with overflow to ditch.

The scheme was submitted to the Ministry in 1967 and following
an inquiry the need was recognised but it was suggested a better
site for the works should be chosen. Approx. estimated cost £37,600

During the year a new site for the sewage works was investigated
and approved and negotiations for purchase commenced.

(1) Whessoe

The built-up area of this parish, which comprises ribbon develop-
ment immediately north of Darlington is sewered to a pumping
station with a rising main discharging into the Darlington Corpora-
tion sewer at Harrowgate Hill. Allowances in the scheme for housing
development in the vicinity of Burtree Lane were made and building
was commenced. The pumping station sump is to be enlarged to
deal with the additional flow.

(m) Houghton-le-Side, Little Stainton, Walworth, Great Stainton
and Archdeacon Newton

The Council have an old tank with irrigation arrangement at
Houghton-le-Side which will require alteration and improvement.

At Little Stainton there is a modern tank and filter serving four
Council houses and one farmhouse. At Walworth similar arrange-
ments serve four Council houses and two agricultural cottages.

The village of Great Stainton, comprising thirteen premises, is
served by small modern works which were difficult to maintain
owing to being overloaded with farm effluent. This has been taken
out of the sewer and the works should now give a satisfactory
effluent. During the year arrangements were made for a new outfall
sewer from the works to the beck. The effluent discharged into the
field drainage system will have to be piped to a main ditch following
a request from the farmer.

The hamlet of Archdeacon Newton has a tank and filter
constructed many years ago and is overloaded with discharge of
farm effluent. It is expected that when the farm effluent is taken
out of the sewer a more satisfactory discharge will be possible.
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(n) Summerhouse, Killerby and Denton

The Council have no sewerage or sewage disposal facilities at
Summerhouse, Killerby or Denton. At all these villages where closet
conversions have been made, cesspools or small treatment works
have been provided. At Summerhouse many of the old tanks have
an overflow into the surface water drain which discharges to a
ditch. The sewerage and sewage disposal arrangements for these
villages are not satisfactory.

The Council approved an amended report in 1967. The proposals
were for the provision of sewage works at Summerhouse, the
sewerage of all three villages, the sewage from Killerby and Denton
to be pumped into the sewage works at Summerhouse. No progress
was made during the last year by the Consultant on the preparation
of the scheme and accordingly he was pressed for a report. The
proposal was estimated to cost £26,000. During the year under
review the Council decided not to proceed with the scheme for the
area and consider alternative proposals.

Charges for treatment of farm effluent

The following charges for farm effluent were made in 1966 and
are still operative.

1. For each milch cow £2 or £1 3s. when passing through a milking
parlour, per annum.

2. For any other beast standing in a byre connected to the sewer
£] 5s per annum.

3. For each pig or boar in a sty connected to the sewer 10s. per
annum.

The sewage works affected by these discharges are as follows:—
Middleton-St.-George, Heighington, Great Burdon (Darlington
Corporation), Sadberge, Bishopton, Coatham Mundeville and
Archdeacon Newton.

Discharges from fourteen premises were received and payment
from all have been made.

County Borough of Darlington—Charges for Treatment of Sewage

Charges are based on sewerage and sewage disposal rate levied
in the Rural District or County Borough whichever is the higher
and this rate is to be applied to Great Burdon, Whessoe and
Hurworth and is in force for Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent.

Street Cleaning

The town centre at Newton Aycliffe and the shopping centres at
Neville Parade and Simpasture, Newton Aycliffe, continue to be
cleaned every day and men are engaged full-time on the task. It is
proposed to purchase a mechanical street sweeper.
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Public Scavenging

Refuse collection was carried out in a satisfactory manner
during the year and nearly every house in the district had a weekly
collection. The frequency of the collection has been much improved
due to the introduction of a bonus scheme in 1964 arising out of
which each man is paid £2 10s. 0d. per week when he has completed
his “stint”. These “stints” were adjusted towards the end of 1965
to allow for the introduction of a forty hour week so each filler had
to collect between 91 and 119 bins per day according to the nature
of the area in which collection was taking place.

The domestic collection is maintained by a fleet of five vehicles,
three from the depot at Aycliffe and two from the depot at Middleton-
St.-George. Two new replacement vehicles were ordered for the
Council’s fleet and one new replacement vehicle was delivered.

Trade refuse and domestic refuse from factories is collected from
the trading estate by a sixth vehicle from Aycliffie depot. Priority,
however, is given to the collection of domestic refuse and in the
event of one of the vehicles breaking down a spare vehicle is avail-
able. During sickness or holiday periods men have to be taken from
the trade refuse vehicle, this sometimes causes slight dislocation of
the collection of trade and domestic refuse from the factories.

The total number of men on the Council’s establishment is
thirty. This includes the dozer driver but excludes the foreman who
looks after this service.

The refuse disposal in the northern part of the Council’s district
is by controlled tipping at Brafferton near Aycliffe while the southern
part of this area is served by Darlington Corporation tip at Hurworth-
on-Tees. At the Council’s tip at Brafferton refuse is compressed by
the use of a Drott B.T.D. 6 which was in daily use. During the year
a new payloader was purchased.

During the year considerable use was made of the Summerhouse
tip owing to poor access conditions at Brafferton. There is, however,
considerable difficulty at this tip because of the distance from
Aycliffe district where development is taking place.

Continued progress was made in the operation of the paper sack
method of collection. This provides for arrangements by each
occupier or owner of new property to fit head units and in connection
with existing properties to replace worn out dust bins with head
units. At the end of the year 3,663 houses were being supplied with
paper sacks.

The Council’'s workmen continued to fix head units at cost, plus
5s. 0d. fixing charge on request from ratepayers in the area.
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There are 173 litter bins, including those in laybys, sited through-
out the area, all of which are frequently emptied by refuse collectors.

Occupiers of business premises are permitted to dispose of trade
refuse on the tip at Brafferton on payment of 10s. Od. per load.
Arrangements by which free tipping facilities are given to contractors
for disposal of spoil continue to operate to the advantage of the
Council. Bulk charges for trade refuse collection are still 42s. 0d.
per hour or Is. 0d. per bin. During the year the Council’s cesspool
machine carried out the cleansing of 440 private cesspools and 14
tanks belonging to the Council, the charges made for the emptying
of cesspools were 13s. 0d. per hour in the case of domestic premises
and 25s. 0d. in the case of business premises.

A report on methods of disposal of refuse was submitted to the
council in December when it was decided that further investigations
be made particularly with regard to incineration and pulverisation
plant. Arrangements to be made for members to inspect a pulveris-
ation plant.

Public Conveniences

There are seven public conveniences in the area, one at Hurworth
Place, one at Middleton-St.-George, one at Heighington, three at
Newton Aycliffe and one in Aycliffe Village. These are regularly
cleansed. It was not possible to erect the proposed public convenience
at Middleton-St.-George near the Parish Council Playing Field.

W.C. Conversions
Public Health Act, 1936, Section 47

The grant for closet conversions where a sewer is available is half
the cost, where notice is served. There is now no grant made in respect
of properties where a sewer is not available as in all cases it is
expected that advantage should be taken of standard and
discretionary grants.

Four closet conversions were carried out where sewers are
available with conversion grants amounting to £137 15s. 0d.

As part of improvement grant works one closet conversion has
been carried out where sewers are available and seven where there
Are noO Sewers.

The total number of closet conversions carried out during the
year was twelve as against nine last year.

The following table indicates the present position of the earth
closets in the district.
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Houses in 5 year plan 1961-1965 .. . Pl 84

Houses dealt with on 5 year plan dunng 1968 .. i 4
Houses remaining to be dealt with . T . 6
Other Houses dealt with during 1968 ™ 3
Total Houses dealt with by Closmg, Demolition Drders,

or made fit = - 7
Total Houses dealt with since 1956 e e .. 540

Note: Of the remaining houses to be dealt with 5 are within the

proposed compulsory purchase area at Sadberge. Action on
the remaining property was deferred for one year.

Hurworth Place Development

Following the Council’s resolution to re-develop Hurworth
Place and the purchase of land and acquisition of propertics, the
architect was instructed to draw up a comprehensive housing
scheme to provide twelve houses (5 persons), two bungalows (4
persons), 16 single person’s flatlets, 16 two person flatlets, Warden’s
flat, 4 persons communal lounge, communal T.V. lounge, communal
utility room, visitor’s bedroom.

All properties to be designed to Parker Morris standards with
telephonic intercom and electric ceiling heating.

Overcrowding

No cases of statutory overcrowding as such were reported
during the year but applications are still being received from families
“living in™ for the tenancy of Council houses.

Applications for Council Houses
APPLICANTS RESIDING IN RURAL AREA

Council Houses _"Aged personsBungalows
Villages where Houses | No. with | No. without | No. with | No. without
are required homes of | homes of || homes of | homes of
their own | their own their own | their own

Aycliffe, Great .. e 25 4 66 4
Bishopton 5 I | 1 6 —_—
Brafferton : o | e —_ 2
High Coniscliffe s 6 2 2 1
Low Coniscliffe . I _— — — —
Heighington .. i 14 1 20 4
Hurworth ; i 26 5 18 2
Middleton-5St. Gmrge e 18 6 10 1
Measham S - — 1 —
Piercebridge i o 4 1 - —
Sadberge A S 9 1 3 —
Great Stainton .. — — — =
Summerhaus&&Kﬂl&rhy — — —_ —
Whessoe . 2 —_ —_ —_
Wnlwurth — — —_ —

106 21 126 14

34 applications were made as compared with 33 the previous
year from persons without homes of their own.

Moveable Dwellings—Licensed Sites

There are 9 licensed sites (for an indefinite period) one site for
six moveable dwellings which is not in use, three sites for two
moveable dwellings and five for one moveable dwe]ling, All caravans
are occupied.
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