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ANNUAL REPORT, 1963

DARLINGTON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting to you the 82nd Annual Report on
the health and sanitary circumstances of your district for the year
1963.

In April, 1963 the Council’s staff moved to the Council’s new
premises which were officially opened on the 15th May by the
Chairman of the County Council.

According to the Registrar General’s mid-year estimate the
population increased from 25,440 to 26,100. Vital statistics reveal a
rise in the infantile mortality rate from 22.1 to 26.9. This compares
unfavourably with the national rate which is 21.1. As in previous
years the majority of infant deaths occurred in the first few days
of life. The general death rate went down from 8.9 to 7.9 but the
standardised rate of 13.1 is higher than the rate for the country
which is 12.2. The live birth rate dropped from 23.07 to 21.3 giving
a rate after adjustment of 17.7. This compares with a rate of 18.2
for England and Wales.

The total number of infectious disease notifications was very
high, due almost entirely to a large epidemic of measles. There was
also a quite extensive outbreak of dysentery in Newton Aycliffe.
The remaining cases of infectious disease were few and gave no
cause for concern. The number of new cases of pulmonary tuber-
culosis was the same as during the previous year and once again
there were no notifications of the non-pulmonary form of the
disease. Preventive action against infectious disease was continued.
Vaccination against diphtheria and tetanus was offered in infant
schools to the new entrants and for the first time Heaf testing was
offered to the same children. B.C.G. vaccination was undertaken in
the senior schools. Details of vaccination will be found in the
report.

In May, 1963 the W.V.S. with financial assistance from this
Council and the Local Health Authority started a **Meals on
Wheels™” service in Newton Aycliffe and at the time of writing this
report the number of meals has increased from the original 24 to
48 each week. I would very much like to see a similar service provided
in other parts of your district and hope at some future date this may
prove possible. At present the only chiropody service given is by
the Newton Aycliffe Over Sixty Club for its members, and I would
also like to see an extension of this service. I think that eventually
the Local Health Authority will be in a position to do this.




























































Prevention of Illness, Care and After Care

Nursing equipment 1s provided for sick persons at the request of
medical practitioners, district nurses and hospital almoners. Invalid
chairs are also available and extra nourishment or bedding can be
supplied to patients suffering from tuberculosis. A charge is normally
made for this service, but in certain circumstances the charge may be
reduced or remitted altogether.

Twenty-four patients were supplied with nursing equipment
during the year.

Mental Health Services

Services are available for children and young adults who are
mentally subnormal and six Junior Training Centres serve certain areas
in the County. Proposals have now been approved for an expansion
of the service, with the appointment of additional staff and the
establishment of Adult Training Centres and more Junior Training
Centres over the next five years.

Total
Number registered as mentally subnormal L R
Number under supervision in their own homes .. Al
Number of persons in mental hospitals .. e e

Number of persons being educated in special schools .. 24

Vaccination and Immunisation

(a) Vaccination against smallpox may be obtained free of charge
on application to any medical practitioner who has agreed to
give service within the National Health Service Scheme.
Facilities are also available for the vaccination of children at
maternity and child welfare centres.

(b) Immunisation against diphtheria, whooping cough and
tetanus may be carried out on application to maternity and
child welfare centres or to any general practitioner
operating under the National Health Service Act, free of
charge.

(c) B.C.G. vaccination against tuberculosis is ﬂﬂ'er;d to all
school children from the age of 11 years and may, in certain

circumstances, be carried out by chest physicians at the chest
clinics.

(d) Vaccination against poliomyelitis is available to the following
groups of people:—

1. Persons who have attained the age of 6 months and are
under 40 years on the date of application for vaccination.

2. Expectant mothers.

3. General medical practitioners and their families.

4, Ambulance drivers and their families.

5. Hospital staffs, medical students and their families.

Number of persons vaccinated and immunised will be found on
page 19.
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(b) The majority of the houses in Low Dinsdale parish are
situated in the village of Middleton-5t.-George and are
supplied by the Tees Valley and Cleveland Water Board.
In Low Dinsdale hamlet the houses take their supply from
a private bore and shallow well. The supply in this area is
unsatisfactory.

(¢c) At Sockburn a private spring is piped and serves all the
houses. This is unsatisfactory regarding purity.

Bacteriological Examination of Water

The Tees Valley and Cleveland Water Board took 310 samples,
Durham County Water Board took 60 samples and Darlington
Corporation took 3 samples. With the exception of one of the
samples taken by Durham County Water Board all were reported
as satisfactory.

Other samples taken by this department were as follows:—

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4
Tees Valley & Cleveland Water
Board supplies .. 1 - - —

Durham County Water Board 3 —_ = -
Private supply to cottage near

Denton o i s 2 - — —
Private supply to cottage near
Blackwell .. e . — — - 1

This is a shallow well which is now being replaced by a mains
supply.

Boiling notices are still in operation in the village of Denton.
Average Hardness in Parts per Million

Darlington Corporation 128 ppm

Durham County Water Board:

(a) Burnhope-Tunstall supply

as CaCo; 50 ppm. or 3.5 grains per gl.
(b) Burnope-Tunstall Mainsforth
as CaCos 50-110 ppm. or 3.5/7.5 grains
per gl.

River Tees Supply

) Non-
Total Carb. Carb.

Tees Valley and Cleveland Water Board 54 38 16

No waters in the area are known to be plumbo-solvent.

Progress Report on Schemes for Water Supply — Denton

Extension of mains estimated at £6,886 submitted to the Ministry
for approval on 8th November, 1963. Tees Valley and Cleveland
Water Board instructed to proceed December, 1963.

During the year the Council considered fluoridation of water
supplies. Whilst being in favour of it they realise they are in the
hands of the statutory undertakers who supply the water. The
statutory undertakers were informed of the Council’s views.

27


















Public Scavenging

Refuse collection was carried out in a satisfactory manner during
the year and nearly every house in the district had a weekly collection.
It is dealt with by a fleet of six vehicles, four from a depot at Aycliffe
and two from a depot at Middleton-St.-George. The number of
men on the pay roll during the year was 33 but due to holidays and
sickness on average less than 30 men were at work.

Refuse continued to be disposed of at two tips, one in the northern
part of the Council’s district at Brafferton and the other in the
southern part of the district at Hurworth. At Brafferton tip refuse
is compressed and covered by use of a Drott B.T.D. 6 which was
delivered and brought into use in the year under review. The tip at
Hurworth is controlled by the Darlington Corporation who carried
out a similar form of controlled tipping.

A new garage for refuse vehicles was built at Middleton-St.-
George Sewage Works at a cost of £2,460. This replaced an obsolete
building near Durham County Council Works depot in the outskirts
of the same village which was sold along with the land to offset
the cost of the new garage. The new site is near the scavenging
foreman’s residence.

Work was commenced on the building of the new ablutions for
the refuse collectors and sanitary labourers at the Aycliffe Works.

In previous reports the question of using paper sacks in lieu of
dustbins was raised. On completion of a pilot scheme in Newton
Aycliffe the Council decided in 1963 to adopt a paper sack system
of refuse collection throughout the district. All new properties must
be fitted with suitable head units for the sacks which the Council
provide and ratepayers of domestic premises are required to provide
head units when existing dust bins are worn out. At the end of the
year there were 253 houses and 18 flats using paper sacks.

The Council agreed to fix head units at cost price, plus 5/-d.
for fixing and all ratepayers in the area were circulated seeking their
co-operation in the new scheme.

There are 160 litter bins sited throughout the rural district all
of which are frequently emptied by the collectors and they also
carry out a cleansing from time to time of 63 bus shelters. The
amount of trade refuse being collected in the area is increasing and
charges for this are 42/-d. per hour or 1/-d. per bin.

The Council own an eight hundred gallons cesspool emptying
machine and 226 private cesspools and 115 tanks belonging to the
Council were emptied, a reduced charge is made for domestic
cesspools of #3/-d. per hour, the charge for other premises being
25/-d. per hour. The machine is loaned to the Durham County
Council for gully flushing when not required by the Council.

Public Conveniences

There are six public conveniences in the area, one at Hurworth
Place, one at Middleton-St.-George, one at Heighington and three
at Newton Aycliffe. A further convenience is to be built at Aycliffe
Village next year.
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SECTION F.

MISCELLANEOUS

Rag Flock and other Filling Materials Act and Regulations, 1951

There are no manufacturers in the district but three registered
premises where these materials are used.

Food and Drugs Act, 1955—Knackers Yard.

There is one licensed knackers yard in the area. Inspections have

been made and the present methods of slaughter found to be
satisfactory.

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1959

During the year maintenance treatments were carried out in the
sewers at Newton Aycliffe and at Aycliffe Village, Hurworth Place
and Heighington.

Three local authority properties, twenty-nine dwelling houses, six

business premises and three agricultural properties were found to be
infested and successfully treated.

Thirty-eight complaints were received during the year and dealt
with.

During the year the Development Corporation for Newton
Aycliffe employed their own Rodent Operator to deal with complaints
received by their housing department. The Council provided poison
baits and any necessary advice.

Petroleum (Regulations) Act, 1928-36.

During the year petrol installations were examined by officers of
the County Fire Brigade Service and recommendations made
regarding requirements.

There were sixty renewal licences issued in connection with the
storage of petroleum spirit and two new licences issued.

The number of installations in the various parishes is shown
below:—

Aycliffe 27  Dinsdale, Low 2  Sadberge 4
Coatham Mund. 1  Great Burdon 2 Summerhouse 2
Blackwell 1  Heighington 1  Whessoe 2
Bishopton 3 Hurworth 5 Sockburn 1
Coniscliffe, Low 4  Middleton-St.-G. 4
Coniscliffe, High 1  Piercebridge 2
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