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For the ninth year in succession there were no maternal deaths.
Almost 40% of all deaths occurred at ages of 75 and over.

With regard to infectious disease, the general position could be
regarded as satisfactory. Due to the fact that 1956 was not an
epidemic year for measles the number of notifications was less than
one third that of the previous year.

No cases of typhoid fever, para-typhoid fever, dysentery or food
poisoning were notified. For the third year in succession no cases
of diphtheria occurred. Two cases of poliomyelitis were confirmed,
both non-paralytic.

For the first time vaccination against poliomyelitis was under-
taken. This was of necessity on a limited scale. 79 children were
vaccinated out of a total of 729 registered.

National Assistance Act, 1948

Section 47 of this Act gives local authorities power to deal with
certain cases of persons in need of care and attention which they are
unable to provide for'themselves and are not receiving from other
people. During the year only one person in this category was
brought to my notice and formal action was not necessary as she
entered a suitable hostel voluntarily. The shortage of accommod-
ation persists and the waiting list is considerable.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

The section on water calls for little comment. Quality was
satisfactory throughout the year although some complaints were
received of discolouration. In regard to quantity, consideration might
be given to improving the supply at Sadberge where I understand
the installation of upstairs bathrooms is impracticable in parts of
the village because of insufficient pressure.

Turning to the section on sewerage and sewage disposal, it is
apparent that much remains to be done before it can be said that the
general position is satisfactory. It is to be hoped that the Ministry
will find it possible in the near future to give approval to the schemes
which are referred to in the tables on pages 30 and 31 of the report.

A new table has been introduced showing the percentage of earth
closets and water closets throughout the district and it is satisfactory
that having regard to the rural nature of your district the number of
houses with water carriage system is so high. At the same time action
might be considered in villages with available sewers regarding the
conversion of existing earth closets to the water carriage system

E.ﬂmtcpt in the case of houses scheduled for action under the Housing
cts.

Dealing next with the section on food premises and inspection
of food, the ideal of a hundred per cent inspection of meat is not
always easy to achieve necessitating as it does work during public

Egggﬂrs. but this was in fact accomplished. The quality of meat was













































HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE LOCAL
HEALTH AUTHORITY (DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL)
IN YOUR AREA

WELFARE SERVICES

(a) Residential Hostel Accommeodation—The County Council
provide hostel accommodation for aged, infirm and handicapped
persons, but the accommodation at present is limited. Application
for assistance should be made to the County Medical Officer, or to
the Assistant County Medical Officer.

(b) Blind Persons—a comprehensive service is provided which
includes medical examinations, home visiting and teaching, assistance
in obtaining suitable employment in workshops or at home, admiss-
ion to homes for the blind and general social welfare. Any advice
needed can be obtained from the County Medical Officer, Health
Department, Shire Hall, Durham. Telephone No. Durham 4411
Extension 48.

(c) Other Handicapped Persons—certain welfare services are
available for persons who are deaf and dumb, partially sighted, or
substantially and permanently handicapped by I“l’lESS injury or con-
genital deformity.

Home Nursing

The services of a home nurse are available anywhere in the
county. Medical practitioners, the County Health Department or
the Assistant County Medical Officer will advise as to the scope of
the service provided.

Vaccination and Immunisation

(a) Vaccination against smallpox may be obtained free of
charge on application to any medical practitioner who has
agreed to give service within the National Health Service
Scheme. Facilities are also available for the vaccination of
children at maternity and child welfare centres.

(b) Immunisation against diphtheria may be carried out on
application to maternity and child welfare centres or to any
general practitioner operating under the National Health
Service Act, free of charge.

() B.C.G. vaccination against tuberculusm may in certain
circumstances be carried out by chest physicians at the
chest clinics.

(d) Vaccination against poliomyelitis is at present available
for certain specified age groups.

Domicilary Midwifery Service

Names and addresses of the midwives available may be obtained
from the child welfare centres, medical practitioners or the County
Medical Officer, Health Department, Shire Hall, Durham. Telephone
No. Durham 4411, Extension 51.
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Applications for accommodation, or help and advice, should
be made to the medical officers at the child welfare centres or the
Assistant County Medical Officer.

Residential Nurseries

Residential nurseries are available for certain cases and inform-
ation regarding these may be obtained from the Children’s Officer,
Crossgate Moor, Durham, Telephone No. Durham 3311.

Convalescent Home Accommodation

The E.F. Peile Home, Shotley Bridge is available for mothers
with babies under six months and for children aged one to five
years. Admissions are made on the recommendation of the medical
officers at the maternity and child welfare centres.

Admission to other convalescent homes may be arranged in
certain circumstances, and advice should be sought from the County
Medical Officer, Health Department, Shire Hall, Durham—
Telephone No. Durham 4411, extension 217, or the Assistant
County Medical Officer.

School Medical Service

Permanent school clinics are held as under and children may
attend the most convenient :—

Billingham, Cowpen Lane Medical Officer attends Tuesday
and Friday.

Newton Aycliffe, County Medical Officer attends Tuesday
Junior Mixed School and Friday.

Shildon, Hallgarth House, Medical Officer attends Tuesday
Main Street and Friday.

Services administered by the Regional Hospital Board

Tuberculosis Service—

Clinics are held at Hundens Unit, Hundens Lane, Darlington as
follows :—

Darlington Women and Girls  Friday 9-30 a.m.

Darlington Men and Boys Thursday 9-30 a.m.
County Cases Monday 9-30 a.m.
Male and Female Cases Tuesday 2 p.m.

All cases by appointment

Special Treatment Service

Clinics are held at Hundens Unit, Hundens Lane, Darlington as
follows :(—

Women and Girls —Wednesday and Friday,
5 2 I]'.ITL tﬂ 4 pamr
Men and Boys —Tuesday 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Infectious Diseases
There are 23 beds at Hundens Unit, Hundens Lane, Darlington.
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