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SECTION A.

GENERAL STATISTICS

Area of Rural District in acres e £ - 45,414
Resident population (including forces stationed in

the area) 3 L o e 4 16,230

Total number of houses at 31st December, 1954
(including 10 squatters” huts and 127 R.A.F.

Married Quarters) 3 o 4% L5 4,991
Number of inhabited houses (excluding R.ALF,

Married Quarters at Ist April, 1954) e 4,376
Rateable value at 1st April, 1954 .. i £ £119,738
Sum represented by a penny rate .. - .. £498 18s. 2d.
General Rate (excluding additional items and special

rates in certain‘parishes) made in respect of the

financial year ending 31st March, 1955 s 19/0d.

Social Conditions and Employment

The Rural District almost completely surrounds the County
Borough of Darlington. Good communication roads exist between
most of the villages and hamiets but bus services are mainly confined
to the main roads leading into Darlington. No part of the area is
more than about twenty minutes bus run from the Council’s Offices
in Darlington.

The character of the northern part of the area has changed
considerably since the war with the growth of the Trading Estate
and the New Town, Newton Avycliffe.

In the Southern part of the area there has been little change
in the last few years apart from the permanent establishment of the
Royal Air Force and Married Quarters at Middleton-St.-George.
There are also two large Brickworks at Neasham and Hurworth.

The rest of the district is primarily agricultural with scattered
sand and gravel quarries.

Newton Aycliffe

Rapid expansion of the New Town of Newton Aycliffe has
continued in the year under review. At the 31st December, 1954,
I885 new dwellings of many types catering for all income groups had
been completed and occupied ; an increase of 566 during the year
bringing the population to approximately 6,000. 345 houses were in
course of construction and contracts had been let for a further 322

houses. Site development works have continued to be carried out in
advance of building development.

Towards the end of the year the construction of a railway bridge
over St. Cuthbert’s Way was completed and work continued on
the final section of the main road linking the New Town to the
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HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE LOCAL
HEALTH AUTHORITY (DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL)
IN YOUR AREA

Residential Hostel Accommodation

The County Council provide hostel accommodation for aged,
infirm and handicapped persons, but the accommodation at present
is limited. Application for assistance should be made to the County
Medical Officer, Health Department, Shire Hall, Durham. Tele-
phone No. Durham 980, Extension 133.

Home Nursing

A Home Nursing service is provided by the County Council, and
any requests for a district nurse should be made to the nurses in
your area or to the County Medical Officer, Health Department,
Shire Hall, Durham. Telephone No. Durham 980, Extension 51.

Vaccination and Immunisation
(a) Vacecination against smallpox may be obtained free of
charge on application to any medical practitioner who has
agreed to give service within the National Health Service
Scheme. Facilities are also available for the vaccination of
children at maternity and child welfare centres.

(b) Immunisation against diphtheria may be carried out on
application to maternity and child welfare centres or to any
general practitioner operating under the National Health
Service Act, free of charge.

Domiciliary Midwifery Service

Names and addresses of the midwives available may be obtained
from the child welfare centres, medical practitioners or the County
Medical Officer, Health Department, Shire Hall, Durham. Tele-
phone No. Durham 980, Extension 51.

Domestic Help

Domestic helps are provided by the County Council where
necessary in cases of sickness, childbirth, infirmity or other household
emergencies. A charge for the service is made in accordance with
income scales. Application should be made through the district
health visitors or the County Medical Officer, Health Department,
Shire Hall, Durham. Telephone No. Durham 1616.

Health Visitors

This service is maintained by the County Council and the health
visitor is the connecting link between the home and the health
activities of the County Council. Details of the health visitors
serving the area may be obtained from the County Medical Officer,
Shire Hall, Durham. Telephone No. Durham 980, Extension 305.

Ambulance Service ot

Ambulance transport may be obtained on application to the
nearest control, Telephone No. Darlington 3333. Except in cases of
emergency, applications should be made by medical practitioners,
hospitals, midwives, or dentists. Ambulances can be booked in
advance on the production of a certificate from a medical practitioner
certifying the need for transport.
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