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Mo cases of enteric fever or food poisoning occurred. 15 notifi-
cations of dysentery were received, all from a residential mental

colony.

Diphtheria

Although there were no cases of diphtheria during the year under
review it must not be forgotten that the elimination of this disease is
conditional upon maintenance of an adequate level of immunisation.
The danger exists that as a result of the decline in the incidence,
parents of voung children may fail to realise that diphtheria is still
a deadly threat and that to maintain this low incidence it is necessary
that children be immunised before the age of one year and re-
immunised before entering school.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

This part of your report was prepared by your Surveyor and
Sanitary Inspector.

It is noted in the report that the progress in building new Council
houses during 1951 was not maintained, only two houses being
completed during the year.

~ The number of applications from people in unsatisfactory homes
is still high and reflects the need for a policy of reconditioning and
improvements.
Housing Survey

Good progress was made during the year on the housing survey.

Refuse Collection

I am pleased to see that towards the end of the year refuse was
collected weekly instead as hitherto at fortnightly intervals.

Sewerage and Sewage Disposal

% ;Nithhregaﬁe to Aycliffe, although no work was done in 1952
nders have n accepted and work will ’
scheme during 1953. - .

I am pleased to say that in the other villages further progress was

made in connection with the preparation and consideration of
schemes.

_ 1 wish to express to the Council my appreciation for their con-
tinued support and to convey my grateful thanks to the Clerk of the

Council, to the Surveyor and his staff for their hel i :
during the year. ir help and co-operation

I am, Councillor Miss Palmer and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

o ’f-lncf-?uvs

M.B., CH.B., B.A.0., D.P.H.
y Medical Officer of Health.






SECTION B.

— —

GENERAL STATISTICS

Area of Rural District in acres pee ™~ e 45,414
Resident population (including armed forces

stationed in the area) & = o 13,070
Total number of houses at 31st December, 1952,

(including 15 squatters’ huts and 117 R.A.F.

Married Quarters) e 0 gy ad = )
Number of inhabited houses (excluding R.A.F.

Married Quarters at Ist April, 1952) .. 5 3,298
Rateable value at 1st April, 1952 .. -5 o £94.968
Sum represented by a penny rate .. - .. £395 14s. 0d.
General Rate (excluding additional items and special

rates in certain parishes) made in respect of the

financial year ending 31st March, 1953 e 16s. 6d.

Social Conditions and Employment

The area is primarily an agricultural one with scattered sand and
gravel quarries.

Since the adaptation of the Old Ordnance Factory at Aycliffe
into a Trading Estate in 1946, and with the erection of the new town
of Newton Aycliffe, the character of the northern part of the District
is changing.

In the southern part of the area the continued use of the Royal
Air Force Station at Middleton-St.-George as a permanent establish-
ment and the erection of Married Quarters, together with the new
Brickworks at Neasham and Hurworth, does not appear to have
affected the agricultural character of this part of the area.

Newton Aycliffe

The number of new houses completed by the Aycliffe Develop-
ment Corporation in the new town of Newton Aycliffe during 1952
was more than had been completed during the previous four years
since the building of the town started. 428 houses of various types,
catering for the different income groups and including one house
built privately, were completed during the year, thus increasing the
total of new houses in the town to 770 and the population to 2,500
approximately.

More than half the houses completed during the year were built
by the Corporation’s own Direct Labour Department which has
been established by the Corporation to offset the lack of competition
among private contractors for building contracts in the new town.
With the build-up of the Department’s labour strength in 1952 to
500 men as authorised by the Ministry, it is expected that a pro-

%ramrne. of 500 completed houses a year will be maintained in the
uture.



Site development works and extensions to the main surface water
and foul sewers continue to push well ahead of building, and a start
has been made on the construction of Central Avenue which, with
St. Cuthbert’s Way, will provide the main road through the town
and the Aycliffe Trading Estate adjoining, and will, when completed,
provide the first direct link between the Trading Estate and the New
Town. The construction of Central Avenue will also open up the
Town Centre site for development, and a start on this should be
made in 1953.

Eleven shops catering for the day to day needs of the local
population were completed during the year in the Ward ““A” Centre
of the town, and a contract will be let early in the new year for the
erection of four similar shops in the Ward “B” Centre.

The new three-form entry infants® school on the Sugar Hill site is
now nearing completion and is expected to be opened early in 1953.
In the meanwhile children between the ages of five and eight years
continue to attend a temporary school in part of a block of flats in
the Town, the accommodation of which is now seriously over-taxed
in view of the rapid growth of the child population. Plans are well
advanced to start the building of a new three-form entry junior
school on the same site as the infants’ school early in the coming year,
and negotiations are proceeding between the County Education
Committee and the Corporation for a site for a secondary modern
school which it is hoped to start building as part of the Education
Commiteee’s 1953/54 programme.

The County Council have agreed to purchase from the Corpora-
tion a site adjoining St. Cuthbert’s Way for a fire station and a
further site adjoining Shafto Way for a Deaf and Dumb Hostel.

The negotiations referred to in the last report as having been
conducted by the Corporation with the Nuffield Foundation and the
various Health Authorities to build a permanent health services
building, including accommodation for an industrial health service,
in the New Town, came to naught. The County Council are now
proposing to provide the Health Centre themselves and have
provisionally agreed with the Corporation a site for the building.

On the Representation of the Corporation, the County Council
made an Order under Section 141 of the Local Government Act,
1933, which was subsequently confirmed by the Ministry of Housing
and Local Government, for extending the boundaries of the Rural
District and of the Great Aycliffe Parish to include the whole of the
designated site of the New Town. A supplementary Order created
the New Town a separate Ward of the Parish with direct representa-
tion on both the Rural and Parish Councils. _

We are indebted to the Secretary of Newton Aycliffe Corporation
for the above report.

Aycliffe Trading Estate

The number of tenants now operating on the Estate is 84,
affording employment for approximately 3,000 people of whom
1,800 are males. This figure takes no account of the number of
Durham County Police who are stationed on the Estate.

Some of the existing firms have taken over additional premises
and four firms have left the Estate.
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VITAL STATISTICS

Births and Birth Rate

The number of live births in the district was 210 as against 206
the previous year.

Male Female Total
Legitimate o o R | 98 207
Illegitimate - e 3 2 1 3
210

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 of the population—16.07. —_—
The rate for England and Wales was—15.3.

Still Births Male Female Total
Legitimate o 3 - 4 1 5
Illegitimate e s s — — =

5
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 of the population—0.38. —

The Still Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated population for
England and Wales was 0. 35

The Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total births (live and still) 23.25.

The Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total births for England and Wales—
22.6.

The total Birth Rate per 1,000 of the population is 16.45,

Maternal Mortality Nil.

Infantile Mortality
Deaths of infants under 1 year—I10.
Male Female Total

Legitimate o3 e by 5 4 9
Illegitimate . . s i s | — I

10

Infantile Mortality Rate —

Death rate of legitimate infants under 1 year per 1,000 legitimate
live births—43 .48.

Death rate of illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births—
333.3.

Death rate of all infants under 1 year per 1,000 live births—47.62.

Analysis of Causes of Deaths in two age groups under 1 month (neo-
natal deaths) and 1 month to 1 year

Neo-Natal Deaths Age Group | month to 1 year
Congenital Malformations 2 Congenital Malformations 3
Erythroblastosis e 1 Broncho Pneumonia 1
Meningococcal Septicaemia 1

Pericarditis .. 3 1

Miliary Tuberculosis 1

3 7

3 of the 10 deaths (33} %) were neo-natal.
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HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE LOCAL
HEALTH AUTHORITY (DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL)
IN YOUR AREA

Residential Hostel Accommodation

The County Council provide hostel accommodation for aged,
infirm and handicapped persons, but the accommodation at present
is limited. Application for assistance should be made to the County
Medical Officer, Health Department, Shire Hall, Durham. Tele-
phone No. Durham 980, Extension 133.

Home Nursing

A Home Nursing Service is provided by the County Council, and
any requests for a district nurse should be made to the nurses in your
area or to the Superintendent of the County Nursing Association,
Hallgarth House, Hallgarth Street, Durham.  Telephone No.
Durham 1640.

Vaccination and Immunisation
(a) Vaccination against smallpox may be obtained free of
charge on application to any medical practitioner who has

agreed to give service within the National Health Service
Scheme.

(b) Immunisation against diphtheria may be carried out on
application to maternity and child welfare centres or to any
general practitioner operating under the National Health
Service Act, free of charge.

Domiciliary Midwifery Service

MNames and addresses of the midwives available may be obtained
from the child welfare centres, medical practitioners or the County
Medical Officer, Health Department, Shire Hall, Durham. Tele-
phone No. Durham 980, Extension 51.

Domestic Help

Domestic helps are provided by the County Council where
necessary in cases of sickness, childbirth, infirmity or other household
emergencies. A charge for the service is made in accordance with
income scales. Application should be made through the district
health visitors or the County Medical Officer, Health Department,
Shire Hall, Durham. Telephone No. Durham 1616.

Health Visitors

This service is maintained by the County Council and the health
visitor is the connecting link between the home and the health
activities of the County Council. Details of the health visitors
serving the area may be obtained from the County Medical Officer,
Shire Hall, Durham. Telephone No. Durham 980, Extension 305.

Ambulance Service

Ambulance transport may be obtained on application to the
nearest control, Telephone No. Darlington 3333. Except in cases of
emergency, applications should be made by medical practitioners,
hospitals, midwives, or dentists. Ambulances can be booked in
advance on the production of a certificate from a medical practitioner
certifying the need for transport.
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Maternity Homes and Hospitals

These are controlled by the Regional Hospital Board but
applications for admission should be made to the medical officers
at the maternity and child welfare centres shown in the previous
table.

Accommodation for unmarried mothers is available at maternity
homes provided by the Regional Hospital Board, and the Durham
Diocesan Moral Welfare Association also maintain homes for
unmarried mothers and their babies. Application for admission
should be made to the medical officers at the child welfare centres.

Homeless children can be admitted to residential nurseries or
cottage homes administered by the County Council of Durham.

Convalescent Home

The E.F. Peile County Convalescent Home, Shotley Bridge
(Tel. No. Shotley Bridge 27) is controlled by the County Council of
Durham and admits nursing mothers and their babies and children
under five years of age. Applications for admission should be made
at the child welfare centres.

Clinics and Welfare Centres held in the County Borough of Darlington
which are attended by Mothers from the Rural District

Maternity and Child Welfare Centres—

Corporation Road Methodist —Monday 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Schoolroom 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Thompson Street, Methodist —Monday 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Schoolroom, North Road 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Albert Road—Schoolhouse, —Tuesday 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Albert Road 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Eastbourne Nursery School, —Tuesday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Belgrave Street Wednesday 10 a.m. to 12

noon. 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Coniscliffe Road Methodist —Thursday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Schoolroom, Coniscliffe Road
Cockerton Methodist Schoolroom, —Friday 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
The Green, Cockerton 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Haughton-le-Skerne Church Hall —Friday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Ante-natal Clinics

Eastbourne Nursery School, —Thursday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Belgrave Street.

Albert Road—Schoolhouse, —Friday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Albert Road

Services administered by the Regional Hospital Board
Tuberculosis Service—

Clinics are held at Greenbank Maternity Hospital as follows—
MALE AND FEMALE —Monday mornings, 9-30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
MALE —Thursday mornings, 9-30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
FEMALE —Friday mornings, 9-30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

(by appointment only)

There are In-patient beds at Darlington Memorial Hospital
(Hundens Unit) avai'able but most cases requiring remedial sana-
torium treatment are sent to Poole Sanatorium, or other Sanatoria
in the County.
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SECTION C.

WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE, AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL
AND GENERAL SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

Water

1. There is a piped water supply to the major part of the
Rural District by public mains owned by the following statutory
undertakers :—

Tees Valley Water Board.
Durham County Water Board.
Darlington Corporation.
Darlington Rural District Council.

The Council obtains bulk supplies from the Tees Valley Water
Board and Darlington Corporation, water from the former authority
being distributed through the Darlington Rural District Council
mains in the Parishes of Brafferton, Coatham Mundeville, part of
Aycliffe and Whessoe and from the latter in part of the parish of
Barmpton.

The majority of the houses not connected to the public mains are
isolated premises served by private sources of supply (i.e. springs,
or wells). The parishes of Denton and Sockburn are served by
private estate supplies from springs and wells. The hamlet of Low
Dinsdale is served by private wells and springs.

At Sadberge where the water is supplied by the Tees Valley Water
Board, the quantity is rather limited owing to the size of the mains
and lack of pressure therein.

In the parishes of Aycliffe, Brafferton, Middleton-St.-George
and Neasham, the pressure of water and the size of mains are,
I understand, such that it is not practical to make extensions which
are needed in the parish or in adjacent parishes.

It will be noted in the appropriate table that some unsatisfactory
results of bacteriological examinations of water from Newton
Aycliffe were received. With these exceptions, the quality throughout
the district appears to be satisfactory.

2. Samples of water for bacteriological examination have been
taken as follows :—

No. Date | Place Supply Reason taken |Observations

|
1 25/9/52 | 19 Baliol Rd., | D.C.W.B. J Sample taken by | Class 2.

Newton Sanitary Inspec- | Satisfactory

| Aycliffe tor from Sedge-

| field R.D.C. as

: check sample.

2 25/9/52 | 10 Clarence D.C.W.B. | Ditto Class 3.

Corner, Suspicious.
MNewton Evidence of
Avcliffe faecal con-

tamination.
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Improvements

A scheme for supplying the parish of Walworth with water was
completed during the year at a total cost of £5,269 (estimate £5,313)
providing for the laying of approximately 4,713 yards of 4 in. main
and 775 yards of 3 in. water main from Heighington via Cross Lane
and West Gate to Walworth. This includes a 4 in. branch approxi-
mately 20 yards from The Dog Inn to Burrell Moor and Broom
Dykes Farm and 375 yards extra to East Farm.

General

Orders were made by the Durham County Water Board and the
Tees Valley Water Board regarding enlarging and altering this area
of supply to take in parts of the parishes of Aycliffe, Coatham
Mundeville and Brafferton. It is expected that the water supply of
Aycliffe, where the Council is at present the statutory undertaker,
will be transferred to the Durham County Water Board in the early
part of 1953.

Sewerage and Sewage Disposal
AYCLIFFE SEWAGE DISPOSAL WORKS.

Approximately 200,000 gallons per day were dealt with by these
Works of which 70,000 gallons were from the new town of Newton
Aycliffe and 130,000 from the Trading Estate.

Flow Recorders were fixed on the outfall sewers from the New
Town and the Trading Estate at a cost of £385 6s. 10d.

The effluent from the Trading Estate continues to be of a very
peculiar character and certain of the premises where small pre-
treatment works exist are visited by the Sewage Works Manager so
that as far as possible every effort is made to avoid the discharge of
acids or other unsatisfactory trade wastes into the Works. In spite of
these precautions it has been noted that concrete channels and sills
are pitted due to the action of acid. The flow into the Works continues
to be excessively high after storm periods indicating that there is a
considerable amount of surface water getting into the sewers and
infiltration. With regard to the New Town, this is accounted for by
the open drain lines under construction but in spite of the co-
operation of the North East Trading Estate, little improvement has
been observed.

The Council still continues its policy of development of the land
adjacent to the Works and towards the back end of the year some
527 trees and shrubs were planted and work was started on the
ploughing out of some 4} acres of marginal.land, the estimated cost
being £123.

MIDDLETON-ST.-GEORGE SEWAGE WORKS

Approximately 79,000 gallons per day were dealt with by these
Works serving Middleton-one-Row, Middleton-St.-George and
Fighting Cocks in the parishes of Middleton-5t.-George and Low
Dinsdale.

The Works comprise a covered sedimentation tank and form of
irrigation filter (the sewage is made to flow over shallow filter beds
by channels). Sludge beds are provided but there is no means of

27






It is expected that the amended preliminary report will be
submitted in 1953.

WHESSOE AND GREAT BURDON.

‘During the year, negotiations were in progress regarding a draft
agreement with the Darlington Corporation in respect of pumping
and treatment of sewage for these villages. It is expected that final
agreement will be reached early in 1953 when we will be in a position
to advise the Ministry and accordingly receive their observations.

The scheme for Whessoe provides for the sewering of that part of
Whessoe known as Harrowgate Village as well as the ribbon develop-
ment north, and for the construction of a separate system of sewerage
to the Corporation Pumping Station.

The scheme for Great Burdon for the construction of sewers,
rising main, pumping station with a discharge into the Corporation
sewer was delayed on account of negotiations in connection with the
draft agreement mentioned above.

It is expected that the schemes will be forwarded to the Ministry
in 1953 for their observations.

OTHER VILLAGES.

The Council considered the preliminary reports and estimated
costs of schemes for the following villages :

Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent £16,500

Piercebridge i £ 9,790
Brafferton o £ 5,650
Bishopton £ £10,453

and subject to slight amendment indicated their approval.
Later in the year, the Council resolved that :—

1. first priority be given to the sewerage scheme for the village
of Aycliffe, the first part of which is to be carried out in 1953,

2. the schemes for Brafferton, Piercebridge, Bishopton, Low
Coniscliffe and Merrybent be submitted to theMinistry as soon
as the necessary particulars were available, with application
for grant aid.

3. the execution of any of the above mentioned schemes or those
for the parishes of Whessoe and Great Burdon, which have
already been submitted to the Ministry, be reviewed by the
Council when the amount of grant aid is known.

4. on submission of the preliminary report for the scheme for
Middleton-St.-George, for the Council to consider the advan-
tage of proceeding with the whole scheme or alternatively the
provision of new Disposal Works leaving the re-sewering of
the village to a later date.

Maintenance of Council Sewage Works and Sewers

The Council carry out the maintenance, repair and cleansing of all
sewers and sewage disposal works in the district. The tanks at the
sewage works are emptied periodically, filters attended to regularly
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During the period under review no summarised information is
available about the quality of rivers and streams within the area of
the Board, but the following is a brief resumé from the Board’s
report regarding the condition of the rivers in our area.

Piercebridge Beck
J. J. GRAHAM (JUBILEE QUARRIES, PIERCEBRIDGE)

As previously reported the drainage from the hoppers has been
diverted from the stream to a depression on land near the washing
plant. For some time the drainage was successfully absorbed but
recently difficulties have arisen and it has been found necessary to
pump the hopper drainage into a carrier which conveys the main
effluent from the washing plant to a worked out portion of the

quarry.

Qil Pollution of the River Skerne
BURNWOOD BECK, MIDDLETON-ST.-GEORGE

Complaint was received regarding oil pollution to this beck,
originating from wash-down water used at the Royal Air Force
Station, at Middleton-St.-George. Two interceptor tanks were
erected to avoid pollution.

RIVER SKERNE

Complaints were received during the year regarding oil pollution
of the River Skerne. In all cases they were carefully investigated and
action taken to prevent their re-occurrence.

A complaint was received in June about brown colouration in
the river and traced. It was found to be due to some unauthorised
person having interfered with some tipped material and precautions
have been taken against the re-occurrence.

Public Scavenging

During the early part of the year serious delays were experienced
in the collection of refuse due to the increased number of houses
being built in the area, inclement weather and the incidence of
sickness amongst the Council’s workmen. The new vehicle costing
£1,211 was delivered in September and a new scavenging rota was
put into operation.

The following shows the area that each of the vehicles serve and
how all refuse is collected once every week.

1. Bedford Vehicle No. 1 (first registered 3rd November, 1946).
Operated by driver and two men in the parishes of Bishopton,
Great Stainton, Little Stainton, Great Burdon, Barmpton,
Heighington and Sadberge.

2. Bedford Vehicle No. 2 (first registered 1st September, 1948).
Operated by driver and three men in the parishes of Low
Coniscliffe, High Coniscliffe, Piercebridge, Summerhouse,
Killerby, Denton, Walworth, Houghton-le-Side, Whessoe,
Coatham Mundeville and Brafferton.
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SECTION E.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
Food and Drugs Act, 1938, and Byelaws made thereunder

It has not been found necessary to take any action under the
Council’s Byelaws although 62 inspections were made of food
premises.

No complaints were received from the public regarding the
conditions under which food was prepared or handled, apart from
a case occurring with a mobile fish and chip van when the persons
concerned were cautioned.

We did, however, receive complaints in two cases of contami-
nation, only one of which originated in the area and this was in
connection with granary beetles in puffed wheat. The proprietor of
the small firm concerned was cautioned and he was asked to clean up
his premises, and on re-inspection everything was found to be in
order. The other complaint was dealt with by reference to the
Inspector in whose area the commodity was packed.

A complaint was received regarding the condition of un-wrapped
bread which was forwarded to the Authority in which the bakery was
situated. I would like to mention that under the Byelaws, bakeries
cannot be compelled to wrap bread although from a public health
point of view it is desirable. The time appears expedient for the
Ministry to act in this matter by permitting the alteration of the
Byelaws to require all bread to be wrapped.

On the whole the public do appreciate the importance of clean
handling and the condition of food when purchased, and in the area
there does seem to be co-operation and agreement between the public
and the shopkeepers regarding the return of doubtful food. It ought
to be mentioned that in most cases the shopkeepers in any case of
doubt return foodstuffs to the wholesaler or obtain a certificate from
us for condemnation.

During the year nearly all the canteens on the Aycliffe Trading
Estate were visited in conjunction with a representative of the
Factory Inspector, dealing with canteens. In certain cases there was
room for improvement although generally the matters requiring
attention were of a minor nature, and in the circumstances it was
thought advisable merely to make suggestions for improvements and
in some cases caution the owners. In one case where structural
defects occurred the owners were written td and asked to carry out
alterations.

The following schedule indicates approximately the position
regarding food premises in the area.
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