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SECTION B.

GENERAL STATISTICS

Area of Rural District in Acres .. 4 3 45,064
Resident Population (including armed forces

stationed in the area) .. L e 12,040
Total number of houses at 31st December, 1951,

including 15 Squatters’ huts and 109 R.A.F.

Married Quarters o 5 i 25 3,325
Number of Inhabited Houses excluding R.A.F.

Married Quarters at 1st April, 1951 .. e 3,025
Rateable value.at Ist April, 1951 .. 2 v £88,618
Sum represented by a penny rate .. o .. £369 4s. 10d.
General Rate (excluding additional items and Special

Rates) in certain parishes made in respect of the

financial year ending 31st March, 1952 .. & 15s. 0Od.

Social Conditions and Employment

The area is primarily an agricultural one with scattered sand and
gravel quarries. In the northern part of the district a Trading
Estate is established and a New Town is in course of erection.

A Royal Air Force School is situated at Goosepool, near
Middleton-St.-George and brickworks are operating at Hurworth
and Neasham in the southern part of the area.

Newton Aycliffe

Exceptionally bad weather and shortage of materials have,
unfortunately, prevented the completion of the Corporation’s
programme for 1951, but progress has nevertheless been speeded
up and development costing three quarters of a million pounds
has been completed during the twelve months.

Out of a housing allocation of 511, 342 new dwellings were
completed at the 31st December, and at that date work was proceed-
ing on a further 612 houses. The housing allocation for 1952 was
650 houses.

Site works are pushing ahead in advance of house building and
during 1951 contracts for the construction of estate roads and
sewers were completed at an approximate cost of £121.000. Site
works are now completed for the whole of Wards ‘A’ and ‘B’ which
are planned to contain 1,596 dwellings, as well as shops and other
buildings.

Eleven shops with flats above or adjoining, and garages at the
rear are in course of erection in Ward ‘A’ Centre.

Further contracts have been let and completed for extending the
sewerage system to provide drainage for seven housing precincts of
about 800 dwellings and part of the town centre. These works
include the construction of the first pumping station. The sewace
from the New Town is being treated at the Council’s disposal wor%s
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on the Aycliffe Trading Estate and surface water is discharged
direct into the River Skerne.

There has been delay owing to the shortage of steel on the erection
of a three form entry infants’ school on the Sugar Hill Site but the
school is expected to be completed by September, 1952. In the mean
time children between 5 and 8 years are attending a temporary
school in part of a block of flats leased to the Education Committee
whilst the older children are attending schools in the neighbouring
towns and villages.

Due to the growth in population the two lock-up garages used
for temporary surgery facilities have become too small and a house
has been leased to the medical practitioners for the purpose. The
first floor of the house is being used part time by a dental surgeon.
In co-operation with the Nuffield Foundation, and in agreement
with the Durham County Council the Regional Hospital Board and
the County Executive Committee the Corporation are seeking
permission from the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
to erect a permanent health services building in a central position
in the New Town. This building will combine the family practition-
ers, the local authority services a physiotherapy department and
possibly an industrial health service.

The first sports field consisting of 12} acres is being laid out for
football, cricket and tennis and leased to the local Community
Association and it is hoped that work will be shortly commenced
on the construction of a children’s playground in one of the precincts.

Further informal meetings were held early in the year with
representatives of the local authorities affected to consider the
Corporation’s suggestion for aitering their respective boundaries so
as to bring the whole of the designatory site within the area of one
local authority. It was not possible at these meetings to obtain
agreement so that representation was made to the Durham County
Council for the making of an order under Section 141 of the Local
Government Act, 1933, extending the boundaries of your area to
include the whole of the New Town.

Aycliffe Trading Estate

During the year employment on the estate was afforded for
approximately 3,200 persons (an increase of 100 over 1950 total) of
whom 2,000 were males. This figure takes no account of the number
of Durham County Police who are stationed on the estate.

During 1951 some of the existing firms have taken additional
premises and there have been five new tenants. These tenants have
taken premises for various manufacturing processes and storage
purposes including the manufacture of paint, joinery and foodstuffs.
The number of tenants now operating on the estate is 91 including
8 premises let to various government departments, a decrease of
one during the year.

A new canteen was opened near the north east entrance to the
estate and has been increasingly well patronised.

The Estate Company has continued during the year to undertake
the removal of trade refuse to a tip on the estate where some low
lying land is being utilised. This is rapidly being filled and alternative
arrangements will have to be made.
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Prevention of Illness, Care and After-Care _

Facilities are available for the assistance of sick persons in any
manner which may be necessary, e.g. the provision of extra nourish-
ment, sick room requisites, invalid chairs, etc. Advice may be
obtained on application to the County Medical Officer, Health
Department, Shire Hall, Durham, Telephone N-:_:-. Durham 98{],
Extension 35. A charge may be made for this service under certain
circumstances according to income scale.

Mental Health Services.

A comprehensive scheme is provided by the County Council.
Details and assistance can be obtained on application to the County
Medical Officer, Shire Hall, Durham, Telephone No. Durham 980.
Extension 237 or to the Duly Authorised Officer, Telephone No.
Stockton 66911.

CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN

Arrangements exist for mothers and children under 5 years to
attend Darlington Borough Clinics where this is more convenient.
County clinics to serve certain areas of the Rural District are held
as shown in the following table. Advice can also be obtained on
application to the County Medical Officer, 42 Old Elvet, Durham,
Telephone No. Durham 980, Extension 301.

Address of Centre Sessions
Sedgefield Ante-natal Clinic Alternate
Surveyor’s Office Child Welfare Centre  Tuesdays.
Shildon Ante-natal Clinic Alternate
Friends Meeting Wednesdays.
House, Friday
Byeriey Road. mornings
weekly.
Child Welfare Centre  Alternate
Wednesdays.
Ultra-Violet Ray Clinic Monday
mornings
weekly.
Friday
afternoons
weekly.
Chilton Ante-npatal Clinic Alternate
Red Cross Station Wednesday
afternoons.
Child Welfare Centre  Alternate
Wednesday
mornings.
Middleton-St.-George | Ante-natal Clinic Alternate
The Parochial Hall | Child Welfare Centre ~ Monday
afternoons.
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Maternity Homes and Hospitals

These are controlled by the Regional Hospital Board but
applications for admission should be made to the medical officers
?tb}he maternity and child welfare centres shown in the previous
able.

Accommodation for unmarried mothers is available at maternity
homes provided by the Regional Hospital Board, and the Durham
Diocesan Moral Welfare Association also maintain homes for
unmarried mothers and their babies. Application for admission
should be made to the medical officers at the child welfare centres.

Homeless children can be admitted to residential nurseries or
cottage homes administered by the County Council of Durham.

Convalescent Home

The E.F. Peile County Convalescent Home, Shotley Bridge
(Tel. No. Shotley Bridge 27) is controlled by the County Council of
Durham and admits nursing mothers and their babies and children

under five years of age. Applications for admission should be made
at the child welfare centres.

Clinics and Welfare Centres held in the County Borough of Darlington
which are attended by Mothers from the Rural District

Maternity and Child Welfare Centres—

Corporation Road Methodist —Monday 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Schoolroom 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Thompson Street, Methodist —Monday 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Schoolroom, North Road 2p.m.to 4 p.m.

Albert Road—Schoolhouse, —Tuesday 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Albert Road 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Eastbourne Nursery School, —Tuesday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Belgrave Street Wednesday 10 a.m. to 12

noon. 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Coniscliffe Road Methodist —Thursday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Schoolroom, Coniscliffe Road

Cockerton Methodist Schoolroom, —Friday 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
The Green, Cockerton 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Haughton-le-Skerne Church Hall —Friday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Ante-natal Clinics

Eastbourne Nursery School, —Thursday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Belgrave Street.
Albert Road—Schoolroom, —Friday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Albert Road

Services administered by the Regional Hospital Board
Tuberculosis Services—

Clinics are held at Greenbank Maternity Hospital as follows—
MALE AND FEMALE —Monday mornings, 9-30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
MALE —Thursday mornings, 9-30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
FEMALE —Friday mornings, 9-30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

There are In-patient beds at Darlington Memorial Hospital

(Hundens Unit) available but most cases requiring remedial sana-
torium treatment are sent to Poole Sanatorium, or other Sanatoria
in the County.
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SECTION C.

WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE, AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL
AND GENERAL SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

Water

1. There is a piped water supply to the major part of the
Rural District by public mains owned by the following statutory
undertakers :—

Tees Valley Water Board.
Durham County Water Board.
Darlington Corporation.
Darlington Rural District Council.

The Council obtains bulk supplies from the Tees Valley Water
Board and Darlington Corporation, water from the former authority
being distributed through the Darlington Rural District Council
mains in the Parishes of Brafferton, Coatham Mundeville, part of
Aycliffe and Whessoe and from the latter in part of the parish of
Barmpton.

All these supplies are satisfactory both in quantity and quality
except at Sadberge where the quantity of water available is rather
limited owing to the size of mains and lack of pressure therein.

Although the Council do not take regular samples except in
special circumstances we are assured by the three suppliers mentioned
above that they regularly sample the water.

In the parishes of Aycliffe, Brafferton, Middleton-St.-George and
Neasham the pressure of water and the size of mains are, I under-
stand, such that it is not practical to make extensions which are
needed either in the parish or to adjacent parishes.

The majority of the houses not connected to the public mains are
isolated premises served by private sources of supply (i.e. springs or
wells). The parishes of Denton and Sockburn are served by private
estate supplies from springs and wells. The hamlet of Low Dinsdale
is served by private wells and springs.

2. Samples of water for chemical and bacteriological examina-
tions have been taken as follows :—

[
|Nn. Date Place Supply | Reason taken Clbsenratic-nsl
1111/9/51 | Tap at D.C.W.B. | Request from r No .
9. Baliol Rd., | local medical contami-
Newton practitioner nation.
Aycliffe.
2 | 4/12/51 | The Ashes Spring Check sample Evidence of
| Cottage, (premises surface
Mear Low unoccupied) contami-
| Dinsdale | nation.

With regard to Sample No. 2 the owners before letting the
property will have certain works carried out to the spring head so

that a further check sample can be taken.
23









Aycliffe Trading Estate and New Town Sewage Disposal Works

Approximately 52,250 gallons per day were dealt with by these
Works from the New Town of Newton Aycliffe and 101,250 from the
Trading Estate. These are only approximate gaugings but it is hoped
that the recorders will be fixed next year, the construction of the
flumes having been completed during the current year.

It has been reported that the Sewage Works were flooded on more
than one occasion, due to building operations on the New Town
permitting surface water to enter the main sewer and to avoid this
negotiations are in progress with the Development Corporation
regarding the construction of a storm water overflow. The effluent
from the Trading Estate continues to be of a very peculiar character
and certain of the premises where small pre-treatment works exist
are visited by the Sewage Works Manager so that as far as possible
every effort 1s made with the co-operation of the North East Trading
Estate to avoid the discharge of acids or other unsatisfactory trade
wastes into the Works. The Council is still continuing its policy of
development of the land adjacent to the Works to improve the
general appearance and it is hoped that trees and shrubs will be
planted next year.

Improvements
HEIGHINGTON

Repairs to the sedimentation tank walls and the construction of
the sludge drying beds were completed towards the end of the year.
In the past difficulty has been experienced in the maintenance of
these works due to the absence of proper sludge drying beds. It is
hoped in the early future for a humus tank to be constructed.

SADBERGE

Existing sludge drying beds were re-made at these Works and
here again it is hoped that a humus tank can be installed at an early
date.

GREAT STAINTOMN

In 1946 the Council arranged to pay a contribution towards the
cost of increasing the size of a proposed private septic tank and
drain (to serve the village). During last year the sewering of the
village was completed apart from a very small portion which is to
be done when council houses are erected on the adjacent site. It is
expected that a start can be made on the provision of filter, sludge
drying beds and humus tank next year to complete the scheme for
this village.

ARCHDEACON NEWTON

The Council accepted sewers and sewage disposal works con-
structed by the Church Commissioners for maintenance purposes
and they were vested in the Authority.

The sewers deal with two farms and four hinds’ cottages.

AYCLIFFE-—GRETNA GREEN WEDDING INN

Considerable complaint has been received during the past few
years with regard to the unsatisfactory effluent from a small sewage
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REDWORTH

The rotary filter at these Sewage Disposal Works has not been
functioning properly and there is no proper humus tank. It is
proposed to enlarge the filter, fix a new rotary distributor and
construct a humus tank in 1952.

Maintenance of Council Sewers and Sewage Works.
BLACKWELL SEWAGE WORKS-CLEANSING OF WATERCOURSE

In connection with a complaint received from the County Council
with regard to silting up of a certain length of a watercourse known
as Baydale Beck, part of which passes through the sewage works, the
Council were asked to arrange for its cleansing. The work was
actually carried out by arrangement with the County Council, when
the rest of the watercourse was cleansed at an approximate cost of
£70. :

MIDDLETON-ST.-GEORGE

Due to a stoppage in the main sewer on the North side of the
railway bridge, the sewer was found to be crushed. At the same time
that this matter was dealt with, arrangements were made for a new
concrete roof to be formed over a large cylindrical manhole in the
road. The sewer was approximately 12 feet deep at this point and
almost in the centre of the road.

During the summer months complaint was received from house-
holders in the vicinity of The Square, Middleton-St.-George regard-
ing a strong smell of petrol fumes in the drains. The sewers were
found to be affected and immediate arrangements were made for
them to be flushed. Further investigation pointed to a leakage from
petrol tanks at an adjacent filling station. When one of these tanks
was emptied, no further complaints were received.

The petrol licence in connection with this tank was cancelled
and not renewed.

GEMNERAL

The Council carry out the maintenance, repair and cleansing of
all sewers, and sewage disposal works in the district. The tanks at
the sewage works are emptied periodically, filters attended to
regularly and a careful check kept on the type of effluent discharged
from the works. The ditches in which the effluent is discharged are
cleansed and trimmed once a year.

Sewers are flushed and scraped as necessary and manholes
examined.

The Council are responsible for the maintenance, repair and
emptying of certain cesspools at Piercebridge, Whessoe, Middleton-
St.-George, Aycliffe, Beacon Hill, Sadberge and Great Burdon.

All this work is done by direct labour, the Council employing
five men for the purpose. The cost of this service for the financial

year ending 31st March, 1952 was £6,220, which represents approx-
imately 1/5d. rate.
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Rivers and Streams (River Pollution Prevention)

On the 1st October, 1950, the River Board Act, 1948, came into
operation. This Act rescinded the previous legislation by which
authority was vested in the County and County District Councils,
and in this area the Wear and Tees River Board was constituted
for the administration of the Act.

Owing to the restricted facilities at present available for chemical
analysis 1 understand it was considered to be more productive
for the Board to proceed on anti-pollution work by the chemical
examination of effluents with a view to drawing the attention of
owners to unsatisfactory sewage disposal works.

We have received notification of the following particulars of
analysis of Sewage Works effluent from the Board during the year.

Sewage Disposal Analyst’s
Works Remarks Our observations Taken

Aycliffe (Trading Satisfactory — 26/11/51

Estate) Sewage

Disposal Works.

Avycliffe (Durham Bad These works are sched- | 26/11/51

Road tank and uled to be abandoned

filter). when the Aycliffe Sew-
age Disposal Scheme is
completed,

Heighington Fair New sludge beds have | 4/12/51

been put down at these
works and a new humus
tank is proposed.

Redworth Bad The rotary filter is de- | 4/12/51
fective and improve-
ments are scheduled for
next year comprising a
larger filter bed, a
humus tank and a new
dosing syphon.

During the period under review, no summarised information is
available about the quality of rivers and streams within the area of
the Board, but the following is a brief resumée from the Board’s report
regarding the condition of the rivers in our area.

Piercebridge Beck
J. J. Graham (Jubilee Quarries, Piercebridge) _ [

A eomplaint was previously received in connection with waste
waters from these quarries and now these are conveyed to a worked
out portion of the quarries from which there will be no overflow to
any stream for some considerable time. The owners have obviated
the pollution due to waste water from the hoppers by diverting the
drainage from the beck to a depression on land near the Washery

Plant.

Barmpton (Eldon Brickworks Gravel Washing Plant) ,
During the year a complaint was received from the Darlington

Brown Trout Angling Club concerning the condition of the effluent
discharging from this plant. The owners realised their responsibility
and arranged for the two existing ponds taking the drainage from
the workings to be raised and strengthened. Arrangements were
also made for the third pond.
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