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ment of the children, but it seems to be a powerful weapon, and when properly
wielded should do good service.

. ACREAGE OF THE BOROUGH.

The extent of the Borough in superficial area remains the same as in
former years—3,928 acres.
POPULATION.

During the year the building of new houses has advanced at a moderate
pace only, and those which have been finished get pretty quickly tenanted, so
that the population has increased by the new occupations as well as by the
natural increase of the excess of births over deaths. I estimated the population
at 50,000 at the middle of the year, and believe, if the statistics for the year are
calculated on this basis, nothing will be claimed beyond what we are justly
entitled to in our computations.

VITAL STATISTICS—BIRTH-RATE.

The births registered during the year have been highest in the first and
third quarters, viz. :—368 in the first, and 373 in the third, while there were 342
in the second, and only 330 in the fourth. There were 721 males born, and 592
females, or 9 more males than females. The total number of births of bath
sexes was 1,413, nine less than in the preceding year, instead of about 21 more if
the birth-rate had kept pace with the increase of the population. The birth-rate
seems to be declining steadily during the past two decades, and is for this year
about th lowest point we have yet touched, viz. :—28-26, and very much below
the aver e of the county, which is 34'8 per thousand.

DEATH-RATE.

There were registered in the Borough 739 deaths, of whom 26 were of
persons resident outside the Borough who died in the institutions within our
area, such as the Hospital, Workhouse, nursing homes, &. There were three
deaths of males and four of females in the Sedgefield County Asylum, one female
died in the Sedgefield Workhouse Infirmary, and one male in the Sunderland
Infirmary, of residents of the Borough, making the nett total of deaths for the
year 722, of whom 341 were males, and 381 females. This gives a death-rate of
14 for the year, which is three per thousand below the county average, and 19
less than last year.

ZYMOTIC DEATH-RATE.

The death-rate for the year due to preventable diseases was just about
half that for the preceding year. This is accounted for by the almost entire
absence of Summer diarrhcea and enteritis. The only epidemic disease which
added much to the zymotic death-rate was whooping cough, from which cause
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was performed on seven patients, of whom five died, but two of them died from
heart failure two or three weeks after the operation. Of all the cases reported

over 72 per cent. were treated in the Hospital. In addition to the above eight
cases were admitted from the district of the Rural Sanitary Authority. The
Rural Council refused to pay for the treatment of two of these cases, and the
Hospital Committee, with the sanction of the Council, decided to terminate the
arrangement under which cases of infectious diseases from the Rural District
were received into the Borough Hospital. It is to be hoped that the Rural
Sanitary Authority will, at an early date, provide themselves with an Infectious
Hospital for the isolation of their epidemic cases The matter is of some
importance to the Borough, which obtains most of its milk supply from the Rural
District, and which also takes into its schools a considerable number of children
unprovided with school accommodation by the Rural Authority. For these
reasons the district is a serious menace to the health of the Borough until the,
provide themselves with an Isolation Hospital I should perhaps have said in
my remarks at the beginning of this section that the reason for so few cases being
admitted to the Hospital during the last eight months of the year was due to the
fact that so few cases of disease admissable to the Hospital were notified.

BARKEHOUSES.

The Bakehouses have all been regularly visited and inspected during
the year. There was nothing of any importance found amiss with any of them,
except in a few instances where greater attention to cleanliness was necessary’
and on this being pointed ont the premises were made satisfactory to the require-
ments of the Inspector.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.

The Slaughter-houses have been regularly visited, and, for the most
part, found to be in good order and conducted in compliance with Bye-laws.
The chief complaint has been the neglect of regularly linte washing the walls
and roofs and providing proper receptacles for the blood, oftal, and manure,
These have been remedied after the attention of the owners has been called to
them by the Inspector without any formal notice being required. In one case
extensive structural alterations have been carried out under notice to make the
premises suitable to meet the requirements of the Bye-laws. In one cas: where
there was an opening from the slaughter-house to a manure pit, the opening
has been closed, and in another case where a privy and sunken ashpit were
adjacent to the slaughter-house they have been removed, and a water-closet
substituted- Another case where a similar state of the premises existed has had
notice to carry out a like alteration, which 1 have no doubt will be done before
the expiration of the notice.

There were seven applications for licences, one for renewal, and six for
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COWSHEDS AND DAIRIES.

During the year the cowsheds and dairies in the Borough have had a
good deal of attention. In three cases the drainage and paving were found to
be in an unsatisfactory state. In one case the necessary alterations were made
to put the premises into proper sanitary condition, and in the other two cases
the use of the premises as cowsheds has been discontinued. In several other
cases the walls and stalls were found to be in a flthy condition A word of
caution from the Inspector had the desired effect in having these faults
corrected, and the premises made clean and sanitary without the necessity of
serving written notices. One person got registered with the object of selling
goat's milk, for which he thinks there will be a demand. All the other dairies
were clean, and had complied with the Bye-laws.

SCAVENGING.

The streets both front and back have been kept well cleaned and
watered when necessary, and the ashpits and privies have been fairly regularly
emptied and cleaned. 1 am glad to notice that more attention is being bestowed
on this (the ashpit cleaning) part of the samitary work of the town, and I hope
it will be continued in a still more efficient state. It is very important that the
ashpits should be cleaned out often, and their contents removed from the
proximity of the dwelling-houses. Frequent complaints were made about the
disposal of fish refuse. Some of the fish friers burnt their oftal, and this was a
nuisance to their neighbours. Others stored it in barrels till its removal, and
during its removal the smell was often offensive. In addition to this complaint
was made of smells from fish refuse being thrown on waste land by probably
some fish friers surreptitiously. ~The Committee directed the Inspector to
report to them fully on the question. The resuld is that the Corporation
undertakes the removal of the refuse from the fish shops and fsh friers twice
or three times a week. Each dealer and frier is supplied with galvanised iron
pails with airtight covers for the storing of their refuse. These pails are
exchanged for empty clean ones twice a week with the friers and three times a
week with the dealers. A small weekly charge is made to cover the cost of the
removal, and there has not been any complaint of any smell or nuisance since
this mode of dealing with it began, nor is there any risk of its falling on to the
streets out of the closed pails, as it often did out of the heaped up carts. The
number from whom fish refuse is collected is about 40—8 dealers and 32 friers,
and one dealer buries his offal in his own garden and three or four [riers dispose
of theirs similarly..

\ FACTORIES AND WORKSHOFS.

During the year the factories and workshops have received constant
attention and supervision; and this will be more easily done in the future, owing
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HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES.

During the year one closing order was applied for and granted by the
Counecil. There is less overcrowding than formerly, chiefly owing to the number
of houses that have been built for the accommodation of the working classes in
recent years., Since the last census in 1901 over 2,000 houses have been built in
the town, and a considerable number just outside the Borough boundary and
readily accessible by tramcar to and from the town, hence theére is not the neces-
sity for overcrowding, as houses are obtainable in sufficient numbers to supply
the needs of the population. In the early part of the year a number of vans,
inhabited by a considerable population, tock up their stand on various waste
plots in the Borough, but as they were unprovided with water or any sanitary
arrangements notice was served on them to provide themselves with the require-
ments of civilisation, which resulted in their removal to another district.

WATER SUPPLY.

The water supply for the town is derived from the River Tees, as
formerly, and owing to the new reservoirs recently constructed is abundant in
quantity. It has been regularly examined and its quality always found excellent.
It always gets discoloured to a dark brown colour when seen in quantity in July,
August, and September, owing probably to the colour of the bloom of the heather
being dissolved in it by the rains which fall on the gathering ground, but this
colour, being of vegetable origin, is harmless. There has not been any disease
in the town which could be traced to water pollution.

SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS.

During the year several new streets have been laid out and drained,
others have been made and taken over as public thoroughfares, after being paved,
channelled, and the footpaths flagged, and several back streets have been also
paved with scoria bricks and taken over to be kept in order by the Corporation.
The entire streets of the town have been kept in excellent repair, the drains well
flushed during the dry weather of September, which was the only month that
flushing was required. In many of my former reports I have mentioned the
necessity of steadily persevering in the work of changing the old-fashioned
capacious ashpit into something better adapted to sanitary ideas. I am an
advocate of water carriage for sewage when the water supply is abundant as in
our case, and have advocated the adoption of water-closets where practicable
when changes have been made, a dry ash-box to be used for the ashes in these
cases. The Inspector has kindly got out for me a table which will show what
our work of substitution has achieved in the last decade, and I think it will be
interesting to incorporate it in this report.
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FREVIOUS YEARS.
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INFANTILE MORTALITY DURING THE YEAR 1907.

DEATHS FROM STATED CAUSES IN WEEKS AND MONTHS
UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE.
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