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the population was certainly 10,000 less than it is at the present time, there was
one birth more registered than there was during 1905. Estimating the popula-
tion at 48,500 for the middle of the year we get a birth-rate of 304 per annum,
or 4 per thousand below the county average,

DEATH-RATE.

The total deaths registered in the Borough, and of those who died in
prison, industrial school or asylum belonging to the Borough was 365 males and
365 females, making a total of 720. There were 11 deaths in institutions in the
town, such as hospital and workhouse of inmates, who had been admitted from
the district outside the municipal boundary, and consequently the nett figures
are 709, which give a death-rate of 14:5 for the vear, or 28 below the county
average.

ZYMOTIC DEATH-RATE.

During the year there were 79 deaths due to the following causes . —
Measles, scarlatina, diphtheria, croup, enteric and continued fever, diarrhoea,
enterites, puerperal fever, and erysipelas. It is doubtful whether such diseases
as influenza, phthisis, cancer, and other septic diseases, and other tubercular
diseases should be reckoned among the zymotic roll, and I have not included
them in my computation. If these were to be included the zymotic mortality
rate would mount up to a very formidable total, something like 42 per thousand,
and excluding these the zymotic death-rate for the year is 1 63 from the first-
mentioned causes. The following statement gives the numbers from each cause
in detaii. Measles was epidemic during the first six months, and accounted for
11 deaths chiefly in children under five years of age, and gives a mortality rate
from this cause of 022, Scarlatina was epidemic during the whole year, but was
not very fatal, only three deaths occuring during the year, which gives a death-
rate from scarlatina of 0°06. Diphtheria and membranous croup were also
prevalent during the whole year, but the mortality from these causes was not
excessive, viz, 11—and all in children under five years of age. The death-rate
from these causes was (22, Enteric fever was prevalent during the last six
months, and caused eight deaths, or a rate of (*16. Diarrheea was not quite so
fatal as usual, and only caused 13 deaths, or a death-rate of 0°27. Enteritis was
in evidence in the months of August, September, and October, and caused 20
deaths, or a rate of 0-41. The rate from phthisis was 0-97, from other tubercular
diseases 0'49, and from diseases of the respiratory organs 2:61.

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

During the year the general death-rate has been low, and the deaths
among infants have been correspondingly few, viz, 179, which is 20 less than in
the previous year, and 74 less than in 1903. This is one of the most gratifying
signs in our vital statistics, because it is important if our birth-rate is declining
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serum treatment of diphtheria has lessened the mortality from this disease
enormously, if one can only use it early in the attack, before the virus has multi-
plied in the blood of the patient. The case which died had been ill five days
before admission, consequently it would have taken an enormous dose of the
anti-toxin to counteract the multiplications of the toxines that had then been
generated. It is of the utmost importance that the serum treatment of this
disease should be begun with as little delay as possible. The 23 cases of
diphtheria treated at their own homes are responsible for six deaths, or 26 per
cent. [ have no means of knowing whether the serum treatment was applied in
these cases or not, but expect it would, atany rate in some of them, though
probably not either sufficiently early, or if late in sufficient doses to be effective.
Of the 44 cases of enteric fever treated seven died, or 159 per cent. There were
seven cases at home, with bne death, or the same mortality. Of the 11 cases
of membranous croup four were tracheotomised, with two deaths and two
recoveries.
BAKEHOUSES.

The bakehouses have all been regularly inspected, and in two cases
informal notice was given to clean the floors and premises in one case, and in the
other to underdraw the roof and limewash the walls, as well as thoroughly clean
out the entire premises. These orders were complied with, and everything is in
order. All the others complied with the bye-laws and are in order.

There is only one underground bakehouse in the town. This is well
lighted and ventilated, and there was no difficulty in giving a certificate as to its
suitability to be used as a bakehouse.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.

There was one slaughter-house licensed by the Committee in a new part
of the town, in addition to those already in use. All were regularly inspected,
and found in order. There was nothing which required to be put in order as all
the places were clean, and the bye-laws complied with in each case.

COWSHEDS, DAIRIES, AND MILKSHOPS.

All the cowsheds have been regularly visited and inspected, and in
every case have been found in good order. The dairies have also been clean
and well ventilated, and the pails and floors found in good order. There was
only one milk shop in Brunswick Street, which was in communication with the
living room, and on notice being given of its unsuitability the trade was given
up. All the others were clean and in good order.

PIGSTIES.
There are a number of pigsties in the North Ward on the West Bank
of the River Skerne. An owner of one of these who breeds pigs here, was
summoned for committing a nuisance, but the magistraies in their wisdom
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them will tolerate open windows. As a consequence, when one enters one feels
the need there is for more fresh air, but as long as they comply with the law, the
workers will not themselves tolerate what they look upon as discomfort for their
corporeal salvation. There were a few cases of want of proper cleanliness in
some of the workshops, but upon notice being given these were put into order,
so that no prosecutions were necessary. In some cases the sanitary arrange-
ments were unsatisfactory, and in three or four there was not separate accommo-
dation for the two sexes. There errors have been corrected, and the byelaws
relating to factories and workshops in most respects very readily complied with
and carried out.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

A fair amount of attention has been given to the carrying out of the
duties entailed on the Authority by this Act, and a considerable number of
samples have been subjected to analysis. The greatest attention, of course, was
bestowed on the milk, but in only one case was there supp-use;i to be an addition
of about four per cent. of water. The adulteration was so slight that no pro-
ceedings were taken, as it was expected that the caution administered would be
sufficient to prevent a continuance of the practice. One sample of cassia was
found to be adulterated with seven per cent. of sand, and the vendor prosecuted,
and fined 20s. and costs. He has appealed against this decision, but whether he
will prosecute his appeal or not remains to be seen. There were no seizures of
meat or fish either in the market or the shops, but a quantity of mussels were
seized in the market, and destroyed by the consent of the owner, and no further
proceedings were taken,

HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES ACT.

During the year some houses situated in yards in Park Street were
closed by my advice on the ground that they were damp, in confined, airless and
sunless situations, and unventilated. 1t will not be possible to remedy these
defects, and I regard these houses as permanently closed. In some other cases
that I recommended closing, and which was ordered by the Sanitary Authority,
the necessary repairs or alterations were done, and the order has been revoked.

ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES.

There has been a fair number of the old sunken ashpits converted either
into waterclosets, or into small ashpit privies during the year. This is the
sanitary reform which is most needed at the present time, and the abolition of
these old capacious ashpits should be steadity prosecuted. During the year the
usnal nuisances have been abated such as overcrowding, and the sanitary defects
of houses, dirty condition of yards or houses, stoppage of drains, defective traps,
defective pavement of yards, keeping animals under unfit conditions, and such
like.






VITAL STATISTICS OF WHOLE DISTRICT DURING 1904

AND PREVIOUS YEARS,
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Population estimated to middle of 1905, 48,500.
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CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT, DEATH DURING YEAR 1905.
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