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DALTON-IN-FURNESS

Urban Sanitary District.

Annual Report

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

FOR THE YEAR 1896.

To the Chavrman and Members of the Dalton-in-Furness Urban
Sanitary Auwthority —

Gentlemen,

It is again my duty to present to you my Annual Report as to the
health and sanitary condition of the district during the year 1896,

Area of District—7y223 Acres.
Rateable Value of District— £ 64,062,

Inhabited Houses (1871) 1,603; (1881) 2,383; (1891) 2,597 ;
(1896) 2803.

Population enumerated—(1871) 8,983 ; (1881) 13,339; (1891)
13,300 ; estimated population for year 1896, 13,300

Of Dalton and Newton the population is 9,174 ; of Askam and
Ireleth 3,135 ; and of Lindal and Marton 1,0z21.
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I have had frequent complaints made to me regarding the stench
which at some times arises rrom the street ventilators, especially
those near the end of Wellington Street and opposite the Police
Station., Where the streets are narrow I think it is questionable
policy to have ventilators in the middle of the roads, and I should
recommend in the case of the two named that they should be

removed, or at least blocked up, and ventilating shafts con-
structed,

Quoting from my Annual Report for the year 1886, I find the
following—** The Board has had plans and estimates before them
with a view to carrying out a thorough system of sewerage in this
village” (Newton), and yet, ten years later, nothing has been
done! When will the Council recognise its responsibility with
regard to this village. 1 have spoken to your Surveyor on the
question, and he assures me there is a probability that the work
will be completed before the end of the present year; but after

waiting and hoping for so long one may be excused for being a
little sceptical.

Excrement and Refuse Disposal.—The Council undertakes the
removal of house refuse, and there is every reason to suppose that
the work is done satisfactorily. Every ashpit in the town is emp-
tied once in three months at the least

Common Lodging House and Slaughter Houses.—These are

the subject of regular inspection, and have usually been found to
be kept in good order,

Offensive Trades.—There is only one trade—tripe boiling—which

comes under this heading, and no difficulty has arisen during the
past year in connection therewith,

Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order, 1885 —Although the
authority has adopted regulations under the order, there does not
appear to be any rule in force as to the amount of cubic space
which should be allowed for each animal. As milk is such a very
important article of food, great care should be taken to have the
supply pure, and this object cannot be attained if the producers
are not kept in good health, and in order to assure the healthiness
of the cows the lighting and ventilation of the shippons must be
sufficient. It is to be hoped that the Authority will see its way to
adopt some definite rule on the point.
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VITAL STATISTICS.

Population,—When the population of the district was enumerated in
1881, it was found to be 13,330, living in 2,383 houses, and in
1891—13,300, living in 2,597 houses, an average of 5.1 per house,
and 1.45 per acre. In a population undergoing such slight varia-
tion in a decennial period, it will be safe to base all necessary
calculations on a population estimated as being the same as when
last enumerated. The population of the three divisions into which
the district is divided in this report is as lollows : —

Male Female Tatal
Dalton and Newton o 4616 4528 9144
Lindal and Martin Lt 334 487 1621
Askam and Ireleth ) 1652 1483 3158
Gl G498 13200

Births.—During the past year 354 births have been registered, the
numbers for the two preceding years being, in 1895—421, and in
1894—372, showing a decrease of 67 births as compared with
last year, and 18 when compared with 1894, The birth-rate for
the whole district is 266 per 1000 for 1896, and 316 for 1895.

1896 1895

In the first quarter of the year there were 88 90
. second = " 86 121

o third e 5 83 94

» fourth ) e a7 116
Tolals .. 354 421

The distribution of the births for the three districts was as under.

1896 Rate per 1006 1895 Rate per 1000

Dalton and Newton .. 216 23-F 273 20-8
Lindal and Martin .. 28 274 30 20-3
Askam and Ireleth .. 110 348 18 376

———— —

Total 854 Avg. 26°6 Tot’'l 421 Avg. 31'6
e —————————

There were 179 males born and 175 females,
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Zymotic Death-Rate, ie. deaths arising from the seven principa
Zymotic or infectious diseases Thirteen deaths have been recorded
as ansing from this class of diseases, as against 11 in 1895, viz.—
Diphtheria 1 ; Enteric or Typhoid Fever 1; Whooping Cough 11;
Diarrha 3 ; giving a Zymotic death rate .97 per 1000, compared
with *8z in 1895.

Infectious Diseases Notification Act, 1889. —The following is
a tabulated statement of Cases Notified according to the provisions

of the Act. :
Tartet | Thover | 2| Wever | “piias [Smallpox | Total
|
1896 26 10 0 1 21 11 69
1895 47 19 3 1 11 0 88
The distribution according to districts is as follows :—
Dialton and Lindal and Askam and
Newton Martin Ireleth Toatals
Typhoid Fever . 9 1 10
Scarlet Fever 10 10 6 26
Diphtheria —_— — - e
Erysipelas 16 9 o 21
Puerperal Fever 1 — s 1
Small-pox 11 3 =5 11
Totals 47 13 ] 69
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Measles.—After having enjoyed a three years comparative absence of

this disease, it again appeared in the form of a moderately severe
epidemic towards the end of the year, following, as is its
wont, upon an extensive outbreak of Whooping Cough.

Small Pox.—On the first of May it was my unfortunate duty.to have
to report that for the first time for many years Small Pox had made
its unwelcome appearance in Dalton. The first case notified was
that of a man named Robert Quirk, living in a cottage in Market
Street, and within a few days of this being discovered, it was
found that his brother living in Queen Street, and niece living in
Chapel Street, both of whom had visited Robert Quirk, had con-
tracted the disease. The Ulverston Guardians were approached
with a view to having the infected persons isolated in the High
Carley Fever Hospital, and as speedily as arrangements could be
made they were removed there, and the respective houses, bed-
ding, etc., cleansed and disinfected, and those who had been in
contact with the infected persons re-vaccinated. DBut we were not
by such means destined to stamp out the disease entirely, for on
the 13th of May it was found that the wife of the man in Queen
Street was suffering from Small Pox, and five of the children were
ill, and presenting symptoms so suspicious as to justify the removal
of the whole of them to the Fever Hospital ; then on the r4th of
the same month, a woman in Queen Street who had assisted Mrs.
Quirk in her housework showed symptoms of the disease, and on
the 17th another woman in the same street who had visited the
house. These cases were without delay removed to the isolation
hospital, and with their removal what at first appeared to be the
commencement of a severe epidemic outbreak, terminated. I
think there is good reason to congratulate the Council on this
result, which is largely due to the very prompt and effectual means
which were adopted by them to prevent the spread of this terrible
scourge. QOur thanks are due to the Ulverston Guardians for their
ready co-operation in placing the High Carley Fever Hospital at
our disposal for the reception of patients, and also to your Sanitary
Inspector for the untiring energy displayed by him in carrying out
the various precautionary measures which were necessary at the
respective dwellings.

As to the origin of the outbreak there remains considerable
doubt. The man who first developed the disease was said to have
been taken ill soon after unpacking some clothing belonging to a
relative who had died on board ship on his way home from South
Africa, and who it was rumoured had died of Small Pox, but
enquiries which were made elicited the fact that he had not died
from the disease, nor had there been any cases on board the ship.















