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HeALTH DEPARTMENT,
Towx HaLL, WATERLOO.

Mr. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present the sixteenth annual report on the health

the Borough of Crosby. . |
t:.FThr.- Bnmggh has regmncd healthy during 1952 apart from a muld
epidemic of measles in the early months of the year.

The birth rate has shown a satisfactory increase to 16.6 per 1,000 popu-
lation compared with 15.2 in 1951. This suggests that the decrease in
recent years has been checked although there is still a slight fall in the rate
for England and Wales at 15.3 per thousand population. :

The death rate at 12.3 shows a decrease on the figure for 1951, which
was 13.5 per thousand population, but it was higher than the rate for
Fngland and Wales—11.3. s,

The infant mortality rate was 28 per thousand live births, the lowest
recorded figure in Crosby, the previous lowest figure being 34 m 1951.
The rate has constantly declined through the years from 56in 1937, the year
of the Borough's formation, except for an increase in the early war years
when abnormal living conditions militated against the health of the new-
born child.

An incident occurred towards the end of the year which focussed
attention on the unsatisfactory arrangements which have been introduced
by the Ministry of Food for the disposal of unsound and diseased meat.

A considerable quantity of meat from a cow which had died in obscure
circumstances, and was later removed to a knackers, was delivered to a pet
shop in Crosby for use as animal food. The cow was subsequently found
to have been suffering from Anthrax. Small quantities of the meat had
already been bought by many members of the public, but fortunately the
diligence of the Health Department staff, with the close co-operation of the
police, enabled the greater portion of this infected meat to be destroyed
without any cases of this highly infectious disease resulting among the
public. Formerly all condemned meat had to be either destroyed, or
sterilised by heat if sale as animal food was permitted. This regulation
has now been rescinded, and although condemned meat has to be dyed |
green under the present regulations, this is not always done, and in any
case it does not reduce the danger to human beings who handle infected
meat intended for use as animal food. It is high time that the Ministry
put its house in order over this matter. This occurrence affords yet
another indication of the unsatisfactory position where health matters have
been removed from the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Health and even
that of the Local Authority.

The work of the Sanitary Inspectors has continued to be of a high
standard during the year; the Inspectors have visited 5,581 individual |
premises and 5,677 defects or nuisances were discovered. Particular
attention has been paid to the supervision of food premises, to ensure that
all commodities are prepared, stored, and sold in an hygenic manner.
Model Food Bye-laws have been adopted and although it is an uphill task,

a slow improvement is taking place.

In conclusion, I would thank the Chairman and members of the Health
Committee for their interest and advice throughout the year and the
members of the staff for their willing assistance at all times,

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

. 3. HAIL :
October, 1953. ] WOOD, Medical Officer of Health,






6 VITAL STATISTICS

1952 l 1951
INFANT MORTALITY. |
Deaths of infants under one year of age—

Males 15, Females 11 ... ... ... 26 | 30
Infant Mortality Rate, 1,000 live b:nh&l 28 35
Infant Mortality Rate for :—

England and Wales 27 -6 29 6

the Great Towns 312 339
Deaths of infants under four weeks of age—

Males 8, Females 5 ... .. ..| 13 | 23

Neo-natal Mortality Rate, per 1,000 live '

i P A 14 27

MATERNAL MORTALITY.
Deaths Nil | Nil
Maternal Mortality Rate, per 1,000 live

and still births ... Nil Nil
Maternal Mortality Rate for England and,l

Wales ... ... .. 072 0-79

Notes on Vital Statistics.
Live Births.

During the year 1952 live births totalled 938, giving an adjusted rate of
16:6 per thousand of the estimated population. These figures show an
appreciable increase on the previous years births of 863 with a rate of 152

thousand.

This livebirth rate of 16:6 for the year 1952 compares favourably with
%c rate of 15-3 for the whole of England and Wales, and 16-9 for the Great

owns.
Stillbirths.

Stillbirths totalled 18, or a rate of 18-8 per thousand live and still births,
as against 24 stillbirths or a rate of 27-0 tfgmg the previous year.

The stillbirth rate for the whole of England and Wales was 22-6, and for
the Great Towns 246,

Deaths.

Deaths during the year amounted to 761, or an adjusted rate of 12-3
per thousand of the estimated population, as against 840 deaths with a
rate of 13-5 during the previous vear.

The death rate for the whole of England and Wales was 11-3, and for the
Great Towns 12:1.

Infant Mortality.

Deaths of infants under the age of one year totalled 26, making an infant
mortality rate of 28. These figures compare favourably with the 30 deaths—
a rate of 35—during the previous year.

The infant mortality rate throughout the whole of England and Wales
during the year was 27-6, the rate for the Great Towns was 31-2,

Deaths of infants during the first four weeks of life were 13, the neo-

natal mortality rate being 14. The fi for th :
23 deaths, giving a rate of 27, EUIEs l0r the previous year were
Maternal Mortality.

There were no maternal deaths during the year.










VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE AREA. YEARS 9
1900, 1910, 1915 anp 1952,
. 1900 1910 1915 331952 :
'y Gt. Wlood] Gt Wiod Gt W g o
ie Crosby Seaforth | Crosby lSca.'fmﬂm Crosby |Sl:alt%ur|g:u Fanhe
Population 7,974 22,500 (14,300 127,780 [13,781 127,473
i W i , S L ] 58.270
30,474 42,080 a1 254 -
| Births ... 156 | 575| 247 | 64l | 270 | 619
” s . et 9
E 731 888 889 i
~ BirthRate .. .. 1961 | 23:00 | 17-27 | 2307 | 1973 | 22-53 166
Deaths ................ 100 05| 123| 274 123 | 403
-mﬁ 33[3 5216 761
Death Rate ... 12-57 | 1220 | 860 | 9-86 899 | 14-66 123
Deaths of
{Infﬁ:u luf 12 76| 28 51 19 56
n year S ' y | s | - F-—4 26
R b e 88 /o 75
Deaths from : ‘
Diphtheria ........ — 3 2 + 4 5 —
Scarlet Fever — —_ —_ 2 2 2 —
Cancer ... ? 5 6 28 B 39 128
Heart Disease ? 24 11 13 i 273
Pulmonary
Tuberculosis E 24 7 25 12 16 15
Infant Mortality
Deaths T
Live Births (all causes) et ;’:‘;SW:; Total Neo-natal
No. Rawe Mo Rate Mo, Rate Ela.uu'f Rate E‘I’o_ﬂ;{ Rate 3{;.“0: R;,t:
- - 18- el r
beel I ol B A ol B Bl G vl [ el B
pop'n pop'n Cinal el 85 b birth
1946 | 938 | 16:1 | 761 [13-1| 18 19 | Nil | Nil | 26 28 13 14
Year— ; . 27
952 863 | 147| 840|143 | 24 27 | Nil | Nil | 30 35 23
1950 | 918 | 15-4| 798 | 13-4 | 23 24 1 |106]| 31 34 | 24 | 26
1949 917 | 15-4| 739|124 | 25 27 | Nil | Nil 36 39 25 27
1948 | 1009|170 e8| 116| 25 | 24 | Nil | Nit | 40 | 39 | 23 | 23
1947 | 1134 | 19-4| 784 | 13-4 | 32 27 3 |2:57| 65 57 | 31 27
A
of 3 g ] —= | ™
five — |16-41 — |13-05f — | 26 | — |08 | —
947/51
Adjustments : live birth rate—16 -6 (comparability factor 1-03).
death rate—12 -3 (comparability factor 0 -94).
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SECTION 2

General Provision of Health Services in the Area.

HOSPITALS.

There is only one small general hospital in the Borough, but patients
requiring hospital treatment, including those suffering from infectious
disease, are admitted to other hospitals in adjoining areas.

No difficulty has been experienced in securing the prompt removal of
infectious cases, and in general there has not been excessive delay in
obtaining beds. The old * chronic sick” patient, however, presents a
serious problem. Crowded hospitals are naturally reluctant to admit
such cases, and much hardship is thereby caused, not only to the sufferers,
but to their relations and friends. The changing age-structure of the
population is likely to accentuate this difficulty in future years.

Ambulance Facilities.

The Lancashire County Council are now responsible for all Ambul-
ance facilities in the Borough. During the year, modern, elaborately
equipped vehicles have been in use and staff expansion has taken place ;
these changes have been reflected in the satisfactory service given to a
greatly increased number of patients.

CLINIC AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

School and Maternity and Child Welfare Services are now provided
for the Borough by the Lancashire County Council, and administered
locally by a Divisional Health Committee, on which Crosby has six

resentatives.

Clinics are held as follows :—

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE

1. Ante-Natal and Post-Natal Clinics.
(a) Waterloo Clinic, Prince Street, Waterloo.
Wednesday afternoons.
(b) Crosby Clinic, Alexandra Hall, Crosby.
Friday afternoons.

2. Child Welfare Clinics.

(a) Waterloo Clinic, Prince Street, Waterloo.
Monday and Wednesday afternoons.

(b) Seaforth Clinic, Cecil Road, Seaforth.
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons.

(c) Crosby Clinic, Alexandra Hall, Crosby.
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. .

(d) Moorside Clinic, Moorside Park Pavilion,
Moorside Road, Crosby.
Monday afternoons.

































22 INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF Foop

THE ANTHRAX ORDER, 1938.

-15 p.m. on Saturday, 22nd November a notification was received
fl'ﬂ?]: fhtltﬁl’%ljcc that over ‘J‘T cwt. of buffmm a cow wh{ch had died of
anthrax had been brought from Derbyshire to a pet shop in the Borough.
Some of the meat had been distributed to other shops and there had been
many sales to retail customers. .

5 p.m. the following day the infected and contaminated meat had
b;;tu]rdisgnsed of and all the premises certified by the Police as ‘ infected
places’ had been disinfected and certified free from infection. The
traders concerned were thus enabled 1o open for business at the usual
hour on Monday morning.

The Police not only performed their statutory functions in the matter
with commendable promptitude and efficiency, but also rendered valuable
assistance 10 the officers of the Health Department in the discharge of their
duties.

MILK SUPPLY.

There are in the Borough 7 Cowkeepers, and 52 distibutors of milk.
Milk is also sold retail in the Borough by 7 Cowkeepers and 5 processors
from other districts.

The visits of inspection made during the year numbered 173. One
of the 41 samples of milk taken in the Borough and submitted for exam-
ination was found to contain tubercle bacilli.

CLEANLINESS OF MILK SUPPLY.

The standard of cleanliness adopted by the Corporation is that
scribed by the Ministry. 151 samples of milk were submitted for g:
teriological examination during the year, and of these 137, or 91 per cent,
reached the required standard of cleanliness. All but one of the pasteur-
1sed milks passed the phosphatase test.

Particulars of samples failing to reach the required standard were
forwarded to the Chief Milk Production Officer to the Lancashire Agri-
culture Executive Committee, and where the sample had been obtained
from local dairymen, the dairies were specially visited also.

The table below gives in detail th '
W ol g ¢ results of all samples taken during

Total Grade of Milk Sampled

Number of g <t N |
Samples | Ungraded | T.T. | Pasteurised lpastcuria:di Stcrili;ud| Accredited|
! : : :

e 26 13 82 ] 23 6 1
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36 HousING AND ENVIROMENTAL HYGIENE

SECTION 10

Housing and Environmental Hygiene.
NUMBER OF NEW HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR

BE TOB . oiicciivent s insmnapmbmnnbiok st s s R 202

®) 1. B}rthcl.omlﬂuthuritj:‘ ........................ 16_6
2. By other Local Authorities .................. Nil
3. By other bodies or persons ... 36
4. War-damaged houses re-built ..................Nil

(b). With State Assistance under the Housing Acts :—
1. Bythe Local Authority ..........coieceunninns 166
2. By other bodies or persons  ................. JNil

INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT
During the year 5,581 premises in the Borough were inspected.

To secure the abatement of nuisances found during these inspections,
1,449 preliminary notices were served upon owners and occupiers. Cases
in which these notices were not complied with were reported to the
Health Committee, upon whose order 478 statutory notices were served.

Premises were visited while work was in progress with the object of
ensuring that the nuisances were satisfactorily abated, the number of
such re-inspections being 5,677. 4,842 nuisances were discovered and
4,402 abated during the year.

There were fourteen prosecutions for failing to y with statu
notices under the Public Health Act 1936, Eight mdtfmdmm wertm
ordered to execute the necessary work and were fined and ordered to pay
costs. In the six remaining cases the work had been done or was in

progress at the date of the hearing and each of these defendants was
ordered to pay costs.

Intimations were sent to the Borough Engineer’s Department on 212
&Ccﬁism regarding the following matters noted during inspections of
e district.

Choked or damaged gullies and sewers

Defective paving and pathways ... 103
Seatovi of eefie and dobel ...
Dangerous walls and IR <o ocnrvcimsicame A e 39
wekects ot public COMVEENONs ... ..o 3
Nuisances arising from WIRNDOOUEE . ..o e 3
Rilscilinoncin mattery. | TOOREN - aiiass il o b Sl
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3

INSPECTION OF DWELLING-HOUSES DURING THE YEAR

1. (a). Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts)

(b). Number of inspections made for the purpose

2. (a). Number of dwelling-houses (included under (1) above)
which were inspected and recorded under the Housing
Consolidated Regulations, 1925 ...

(b). Number of inspections made for the purpose ... .

3. Number of houses found to be in a state so dangerous or
injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation ........

4. Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of (3) above) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation

REMEDY OF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF
FORMAL NOTICES

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action by the Local Authority or their
T e LR R T ST TN © e WY ST T

ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS
Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ...

(2). Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :—

(). BYOWHEIS  .ococomriiiinicncisininsssiominimassssssesseasse

(b). By Local Authority in default of owners ...

Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of Housing Act,

1936 :—

(1). Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which

(2). Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance

of Demolition Orders .......coovvvmmmminsssmmmsisssssssinnns

OVERCROWDING

5,477

T

1,449

1,179

478

569

Though the Local Authority have erected 166 houses during the year,
this h:sshhad little visible effect on overcrowding. Many dxsn-emf:_zg
cases are still encountered, and the problem is likely to be with us for

some years to come.
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OFFENSIVE TRADES AND FISH FRIERS

‘There are no premises in the Borough at which offensive trades are
carried on.

There were 28 fish frying establishments on the register at the end of
1952, 48 visits of inspection were made during the year and in all cases
the premises were found to be maintained in a clean and satisfactory
condition. Minor matters discovered in inspections were all remedied
informally.

REMOVAL OF HOUSE REFUSE

This work is carried out under the direction of the Borough Engineer
and supervised by the Cleansing Superintendent.

The removal of household refuse throughout the Borough 1s effected
by means of mechamsed vebicles. In Little Crosby Village, where the
closet and refuse accommodation is mainly of the privy midden type,
the middens are emptied by corporation workmen, and local farmers
remove the refuse on to the land for manure.

Ashbins and pail closets are emptied weekly, and privy middens at
intervals of apprcximately two months.

Shop refuse is removed twice weekly by means of a covered motor
vehicle, and the charge for collection is 6d. per bin after one free bin.

The Corporation dispose of the refuse by controlled tipping.
During the year a total of 17,000 tons of refuse’ was collected and

274 tons of salvage was collected during the year.

STREAMS AND WATERCOURSES

The streanis and ditches are cleansed and bottomed by their respective
owrers and receive frequent inspecdon,

 With the spread of new houses into the rural area, the task of keepirg
ditches clear becomes more difficult each year, and constant supervision
is necessary.

SMOKE ABATEMENT

There are six factory chimneys in the Borough, four laundri
large mail order stores, and one small electrical engineering mmpafji =

There are no Bye-laws in force under the Public Health
ment) Act, 1926, or the Public Health Act, 1936, (Smoke Abate-
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The table below shows the monthly readings from the standard deposit

%;1;%: which has been in operation on the Town Hall roof since 1st July,

Rainfall | Deposit
Maonth (ins.) (tons per sq.
[ mile)
1952 I
{zmtmrs' 3-33 - 36-11
ebruary : 11-62
Mnr_r:h 1-74 17 *74
April ... 2.35 . 21 +43
JJ:;:; | 1:76 1522
June 1-99 1390
July 0-94 16 -37
August 24l 18 59
September 3:24 20-09
October 3-45 2552
November - 2-47 18-85
December 3-10 41 -60
CINEMAS

There are seven cinemas in the Borough. All were inspected and
found to be well conducted.

VERMIN-INFESTED PREMISES

Where vermin are found, whatever treatment seems most appropriate
is promptly applied. Bug-infested dwellings are liberally sprayed with
a solution of 59, D.D.T. in paraffin. Bedding is removed before spray-
ing commences, treated with high pressure steam, and returned, aired
and ready for use, on the same day. Flies, fleas and moths are dealt
with by a lighter spraying with the same insecticide, or by the dissemin-
ation of insecticidal smokes in the affected rooms. Cockroaches, ants
and ° silverfish ’ are combated by the use of a mixture of 109, D.D.T. in
an inert powder. This has proved effective, and has the advantage of

being almost odourless.

Recen: research has indicated that the survivors among insects exposed
to D.D.T. may develop a resistance to it, and that this resistance may be
transmitted to their offspring. It was therefore thought desirable, despite
the obvious advantages of concentrating on one insecticide, to have a
second string in reserve, and benzene hezachloride has been successfully

used on a limited scale during the year.

Cricket infestation, so long a source of anxiety in parts of the Borough,
has been no more than a minor problem. If the present modest expend-
iture on suitable insecticides is continued, it seems reasonable to hope that
we shall not again be troubled in this matter, except in very abnormal
weather.

Special precautions are taken to guard against the risk of bug-infestation
in Corporation houses. The dwelling and effects of every prospective
tenant are minutely examined by the Sanitary Inspectors, and if the
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‘nfestation is found, the furniture is fumigated with hydrogen
mz}:ﬂ;&rﬁf removal. This work is carried out by contractors in the
employ of the Council. Atthemtun{c,_beddmg, etc., is treated by
high pressure steam in the Corporation’s disinfector. :

All complaints received regarding infestation were investigated, and
bugs were found in the following premuses :—

Council Houses, 18.

Other Houses, 158. ' X .

123 detailed inspections were recorded under this heading during the
year, and 176 premises were disinfested on account of infestation by
fleas, moths, cockroaches, ants, * silverfish ’ and wasps.

TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS
There are no temporary dwellings in the Borough.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

All premises in the Borough where rodent infestations were found
or reported have been treated by the rodent operative, who made over 3,000
visits during the year.

The methods recommended by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fish-
eries are usually employed, and have proved very successful, but it is still
occasionally necessary to use dogs and ferrets in the outlying agricultural
areas.

A new poison, * Warfarin,” which has been brought into use during the
year, has proved very successful, and has also enabled the time expended
on each treatment 10 be reduced. The advent of this new method has
postponed the apparently inevitable necessity for an increase in the staff
ed on rodent control.
in the Borough have been treated twice during the year for the
presence of rats. The table below sets out the result of the treatments.

Ist Treatment 2nd Treatment
Number of Manholes baited 483 ; 560
» o o» »  Showing pre-bait ,
L3 'I!ﬂ_kc » gl 138
1] LE] 1) Shﬁﬂug com-
e 8l 97
» ] 3 ] DWI]]E pgﬂ:m]
] H:kt ] 10 | 4l
Ll LH 43 Ehﬂ‘.ﬂng bait un-
touched 392 131

PliBLﬂI:lC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
t the end of 1952 there were 19 Public Elemen Schools in the
Borough. The names of all children who are 1:::1:&:.:11.1ci'ue:r-r.l:1IT from school on

account of infectious disease in their homes i :
Department, and the Head Teachers are als:u innfomﬂuﬁi o the Bducation

o















