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Statistics and Social Conditions of the Axea

Bopulation

Thé Registrar General gives the estimpted population of Crew-
kerne for the Mid-Year 1950, as 4175.

Birth Rate

The Birth Rate in Crewkerne was 15.0 per 1000, and is ﬂlightly
less than the average for England and Wales, which was 15.8.
shows a decline from the 1949 figure.

2eath Rats
The chief causes of Death are shown in Appendix A, Table 2.

HEeart Disease again has claimed more victims than any other
Disease, and together with Diseases of Circulation, totals more
than 1/3rd. of all Deaths. There were fewer Deaths from Cancer.
The Diseases listed as ill-defined, include such terms as Senility,
to which no precise cause of Death can be given.

Infant Mortality

There were two cpses of Infants dying within one month of
Birth, and two Etill Births.

Materngl Mortality

There was one case of Maternal HMortality. The child has pro-
grepsed well, despite early difficulties.

Sogial Services

The formation of an 01ld Folks Club filled a need in the Town,
and has been very successful in pruviding facilities for the Old
Fergpons of the Towm.

SECTION B

General FProvimion of Health Services of the Area

The pdninistration of the Loca) Services worked smoothly
throughout the Year, due largely to delegation of authority by the
County Medical Officer of Health.

Frequent conferences were held, and local difficulties were
discussed and overcome rapidly.

Clinics were held every 2nd. and 4th. Tuesday at the lethodist
Hall, South Street, Crewkerne. During 1950 1,309 children attended.
This is g further incresse on las%t *fear and represents the greatest

number of attendances in any year so far. The children were regulazly

welghed end Nurscs attended to advise pazents. There were 141 Con-
2ultations withk the Doctor. Close co-operation between the Clinic



and the General Practitioners in the Town continues with undeniabla
advantage to the Public.

My thanks are due to lirs. Smith, the Eeeretary, for the organis-
ation and smooth running of the Clinie.

Jomunigation

This was carried out at the “elfare Clinie, gand 51 children
were immunised during the Year. This is slightly fewer than in 1949
but when it is remembeéred that for 5 months of the Year, all immunis-
ation was suspended owing to the presence of Infantile Paralysie in
the District, the number is very satisfactory.

Vacgination

As promised in my last Journal, I have made a special effort to
etimulate interest in this important aspect of Preventitive Kedicine.
The response was encouraging. The total number of personas vaceinated
or re=vaccinated in Crewkerne was E?, of whom 42 were done at the
Clinic.

Heglth Vigiting
The District Hurse carried out Health Visiting in Crewkerne,
and was responsible for the improved attendances at Clinlce. A

special Health Visitor hgs been looking after all Tuberculous Patients
in the Ares.

liaternity Services

At present, thils work is carried out by the District Huras, and
when needed the Private Fractitioners are consulted. There are
Maternity Deds available at Crewkerne Hospital for necessitous cases.

There were 28 Home Deliveries during the Year, and 82 were
admitted to Hospital.

Home Help Service
The County Home Help Service, so valuable in times of Confine-

ment, Illness or Old Age is well esteblished in this Area, and has
worked smoothly when required.

Sghool Medicsl Servies

This Service is organised by the County Education Committec.
During the Year, I have vigited every S8chooel in Crewkerne twice, and
at these inspections, 525 children have been examined, and 137
immunised. These figures show a considerable increase on laat Year.
Details are given in Appendix B, Table 1.

Dental Service

Somerset, 1like gall other Health Authorities, has been finding it
increasingly difficult to maintain their Dental Services, owing to
Steff resignstions, since 1948. Crcwkeme has been particularly un-
fortunzgte, and only emergency treatment was available for the children
here.

In view of the above, I was plecsed to be able to aupport the
epplication of a Private Dentgl Practitioner to commence Practice in
tne Town, snd alresdy the Public are benefiiting from his presence.

[ |



Ophihalmic Services

There has been an improvement in supply of spectacles during
the Year, and our Local Optician has been most helpful in securing
priority for urgent cases.

ambulancge Service

The Ambulance was used on 154 occasions, including 15 Maternity
Cases, covering a mileage of 2,970. Ar. Sutton continues to organise
and drive the Ambulance, and is largely responsible for such a satis-
factory year's work.

Hetional sssistance ict

In no case wae it found necessary to apply to the Court for an
Order of HRemoval for a person "in need of care and attention". One
tient was moved to Hospital, following investigation by the Health
epartment.

SECTION C

Erevalence of, and control oyer Infectioug Diseasea and Other Disenses

A Bummary of the noticications will be found in Appendix G,
Tﬂblﬂ- 1.

There was a mild Measles Epidemic during the Year, otherwise the
incidence of Infecticus Diseases was about average.

There was no case of Infgntile Parglysis, despite seversl cases
ococurringin surrounding districts. The outbreak in England in 1950
wap wlidespread, more casce occurring then ever before, and Crewkerne
was fortunate to escape.

The Hational Campaign sgainst Food-borne Disease was supported
by Local Propaganda and a special Film. Unfortunately, this was badly
supported by the Fublic and few of the Food-handlers in the Town
attended the showing of what is an excellent film. Model Byelaws,
déaling with the Handling, Wrapping and Sale of Food, were adopted
by the Council during the Year. It is not the intention of the Health
Department to use these, except as a last resort. It is hoped that by
friendly co-operation, and frequent visiting, it will be possible to
raise the standard of all establishments selling food, s0 that we will
have no outbreaks of Disease. One outbreak occurred during 1950,
involving 13 persons. The probable source of infection was traced.

B.C.C. ITmmunieation for Tubgcrculosis

Arrangemente were completed during the Year, whereby it is now
possible for particular categories, who are exposed to infection by
Tuberculosis, to be goven B.C.G. Immunisation. These categories

include Tuberculosis negative Nurseas and Medical Students, also
Tuberculosis negative contacts.

SECTION D
fnvironmental Heplih Sarvices
la) Sanitery Civcumetences
Ciimatic Conditiona |
The Year was extremely wet and towards the end some flooding






Our allocation of houses being so small, we wera able to get
ahead of schedule and commenced those allocated for 1951. It is
hoped that in this way a supplementary allocation will be granted.

The allocation of a small number of houses presents the Couneil
with a considerable difficulty. There are no more small sites left,
where say 4 houses can be erected. ZErecting one or two houses on a
pite ia more expensive. Agaln, the development of a large site for
the few houses we are given, is glso considered an unjustifiable
expense to the Ratepayers at this time of the rising cost of living.
Sconer or later, a large site will have to be acouired, large enough
to be able to hold all the houses allocated to us within the next
few years. A reasonable allocation by the Ministry of some twenty
houses would be an eéncouragement to the Council to develop such a
Site immediately, rather than as at prescant, trying to fit houses
into small sitea where there is only limited mpace.

lo) Inspection and Supervision of Food
Wilk Supnly

All the retailers were registered and licences granted. Sampl-
ing was not done.

e

Meat Inspection was carried ocut regularly. Details will he
found in Appendix D. Table 4.

It will be noted that 26,264 animals were slgughtered during
the Year. These have to be inspected by the Sanitary Inspector, and
the duty is a heavy burden upon him. Only a very small proportion
of the lieat is consumed locally, and the majority is sent to London
and other Centres.

Special attention was paid to the transport of Meat and follow-
ing an investigation, the co-operation of the Local Contractors was
enlisted, and I am satisfied that everything is being done by them
to ensure that no leat is damaged or contaminated during transit
in Crowkerne.

Ige Cream

Ice Cream Samplifg was done regularly, and the results show a
progreasive improvement in grading over the Year. We are still con-
cerned at the sale of Ice Cream by certain Mobile Stalls; which come
and go without our being able to ascertain the source of manufacture.

However, your Officers have the matter in hand, and hope to be
able to discover where they originate from, and then be in a position
to Sample these Vendors' Products.

Details are shown in Appendix D. Table 5.


















