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fresh meat in the town, for in the abgence of such regulations
any unscrupulous butcher who wished to avoid the meat
inspector need only transfer his slaughter house across the
borough boundaries.

Progress is also being made, though slowly, towards a
higher standard of cleanliness in the handling of food. The
Public Health (Meat) Regulations of 1924 ensare greater care
and cleanliness in the handling of meat.  Signs of greater
interest in the cleanliness of milk show themselves in the
increasing number of milk retailers who distribute milk in
bottles. This is8 a step in the right direction but it must be
accompanied by scrupulous care and attention in the cleansing
of the bottles and stoppers used. In the absence of such care
the bottled milk may easily be contaminated by the bottles and
be even dirtier than it would have been if supplied unbottled.
Bread, however, is still supplied as of old, and in its delivery
still picks up dirt from hands by no means clean and coats
still less clean. It does not appear to he a very formidable
undertaking to supply bread wrapped in paper It can be done
in other towns without increased cost and I sec¢ no reason why
it should not be done also in Crewe,

These remarks show, I hope, that, though much has been
done in the past, much more remains to be done in the future,

In conclusion I desire to thank you, the Chairman and
Members of the Committee, for the support yon have always
given to the staff of the Health Department. My thanks are
also accorded to the various members of the staff whose ready
co-operation and willing assistance is always freely given.
Without their skilled work progress would be impossible.

I am,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

J. D. INGRAM,
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It will be noted from this table that there has been a steady
decline in the infantile mortality during the last 30 years. An
interesting question which frequently ariges is “ How much of
this decline is due to Maternity and Child Welfare Work carried
out by the Corporation”? The whole of the decline is certainly
not due to Infant Welfare Work, for the decline commenced
before this work begun in Crewe. I do not doubt that a large
proportion, possibly the larger proportion, of this reduction 1s
due to the bhetter social condition and the more sanitary
surroundings of the people; but I have also not the slightest
doubt that the Infant Welfare Work carried on in the town has
had a very important part in making the reduction as great as
it is.

To this work I attribute the very large reduction in the
deaths ascribed to tuberculosis and convulsions, from 22-5 per
1,000 births in 1893-1900 to 2-8 in 1925, for in all probability
the majority of such deaths were due to faunlty methods of
infant feeding

The following table shows how the reduction in the infantile
mortality compares with the reduction in the number of deaths of
children aged from 1-5, expressed, like the infantile mortality,
as so many per 1,000 births, and with the reduction in the
general death rate which is expressed as so many per 1,000 of
the population.

Infantile | Mortality rate General

Years. | Mortality per 1,000 Births, Death

! ~ Rate. ages 1-5 years. | Rate,

1895-1899 ‘ 7y (- 71 16:5
1900-1904 561, | 56 159
1905-1909 | 114 52 130
1910-1914 108 H4 126
1915-1919 | 89 68 12-9
1920-1924 | 80 33 115
15925 ‘ 69 41 11.4
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commonly disinfected by means of formaldehyde fumigators,
though occasionally a formalin spray is employed. Articles of
clothing an'| bedding are disinfected in the steam disinfector at
‘the lrolation Hospital.

During the year 373 houses and 1 school were disinfected,
together with 94 lots of bedding from the Cottage Hospital.

The amount of disinfectants used during the year was as

follows :—

Izal ... ... 80 galls. Fumigators .s. D gross.
Other Disinfectants 240 Sanitary Dry Lime 5 tons.
Izal Powder ... 2 tons, Sulphur Candles ... 1 gross.
Formaldehyde L5 G galls:

There is no cleansing station for dealing with verminous
persons and their belongings, the latter however are occasionally
dealt with by the steam disinfector at the hospital.

Isolation.

Two hospitals have been provided for the isolation of cases
of infectious disease (1) the Isolation Hospital with accommo-
dation for Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, and Enteric Fever, but to
which occasional cases of other infectious diseases, e.g., Puer-
peral Fever and Erysipelas, are admitted; (2) the Small-pox
Hospital.

The following table shows the number of cases treated at the
Isolation Hospital during the year.

I~ Diph- | ' '
s | g [Enceph-| ! Pul-
ot il | Erysip- | I"l.lt‘:rpl alitis | I'nul Sore { monary Petanus! Others | Total
gh:; Memb. | alas Fever | Lethar- | monia. | Throat | Taber- |5 . 3
7 | ll':mup: gica | [ nulnsig.i

: | | - |

Remaining in Hﬂﬁ*l |

pital at end of 1924 34 R =i — = = =gt s Hhitien |- @0
Admitted dunngi

1925 s | 259 17 | 1 | | 10 3 | 20 314

Total ..| 203 | 23 9]l | 1 1 10 3 1 | 20 | 354

Discharged d urin g| I . !

1925 e |22 | 1 L | == Hail o — | 19 | 328
Diedduring 1925 .| 3 | — | — | — | L | = | 2 ik 0
'Renmiuing in Hos- : . I
pital at end of !925| 15 1 Loy = == = 1 1 — | 17
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Drainage and Sewerage.

There 1s a system of drains and sewers throughout the
Borough.

The sewage was originally disposed of on the Corporation
Sewage Farm, laid down in 1872 and with an arvea of 260 acres.

The sewage made its way along two main outfall gewers, the
Northern and the Southern, to the lowest portion of the farm. It
was then pumped untreated and distributed over the land in the
manuer known as broad irrigation.

The effluents after their passege over the land flowed into two
streams, the North and the Valley Brooks, both of which ultimately
reach the river Weaver.

In 1914, a new sewage works was opened which dealt with
the sewage from the Southern Outfall Sewer by means of open
septic tanks, percolating filter beds and humus tanks. Ten ycars
later, in February, 1924, the work of continuing the Northern
Outfall Sewer to the Sewage Works at the Southern Outfall was
completed and the whole of the sewage of the town is now dealt
with by the works and none is distributed over the land.

In view of the important question of the disposal of house
refuse now under consideration by the Couneil it is of interest to
recall that 30 years ago, in 1896, the Couneil laid down a small
plant for screening household refuse. The screen was in two
layers and was moved from side to side and from before and
backwards. The upper layer rejected broken crockery, bottles,
tins, ete, the second rejected the coarse cinders which were shot
straight into the stoke-hole and used to raize steam, while the fine
ash which passed through the screen was treated with sulphuric
acid and then mixed up with the nightsoil.

This plant, though primarily intended for use in the disposal
of nightsoil, bears a striking resemblance in its operation to the
methods of refuse salvage now contemplated.
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other milk sellers have commenced to retail their milk in hottles
also. The mere fact that milk is sold in bottles gives no
guarantee that the milk is either pure or clean, yet it is a step
in the right direction. The retailing of milk in bottles safeguards
it to a very large degree from contamination by dirt in transit
or in the home and we may hope that those milk producers
who have taken the first step of bottling their milk will take
the further one of ensuring that their milk complies with the
standards of eleanliness required for the granting of Grade A
licenses.

It is difficult to say how much of the milk sold in the town
has heen pasteurised before distribution. Some of it undoubtedly
_ has been thus treated. \ith regard to pasteurisation of milk
in general I can only regard it as an unqualified evil, for by
delaying the souring of dirty milk it makes it possible to sell
more of such milk than would otherwise be the case. A pure,
clean milk has no need of pasteurising but until such milk can
be produced in sufficient quantities, pasteurisation must be
tolerated.

Towards the end of the year the Borough Veterinary
Inspector, Mr. Frank Leech, was appointed the Council’s
Veterinary Inspector for the purposes of the Milk and Dairies
Acts, 1915 and 1922, and the Tuberculosis Order, 1925. The
Council also decided that the Inspector should inspect all dairy
cattle within the Borough once every three months. The first
inspection was completed in the early months of 1926 and the
result may be stated here. Two cows were found to be suffering
from tuberculosis of the udder; both were killed.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.

There are 51 dairies and milkshops in the town. These are
frequently inspected and are kept in a clean condition The
number of cowsheds within the Borough is 39. The construetion
of many of these cowsheds does not come up to modern standards,
the commonest defects are insufficient arrangements for light
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instance, the number of houses in 1911, the census record was
incomplete but the information required has been obtained from
the rate books.

Houses. Persons = Average
Year, 153?:; per | Fh 0'.1'.:'f [ glze U!?
i Total. Empty. house. SRl |  Family.
1351 24385 4824 236 a8 | - [ -
1891 28761 6001 275 48 5811 49
1901 42074 92149 457 46 — = -
1911 44960 10378 462 4-3 0855 45
1821 464097 10512 | 177 44 10920 4-2

This table brings out the interesting fact that during the
greater part of the past 45 years the number of houses has heen
increaging more quickly than the population. The figures for
1921, bowever, show that during the previous 10 years housing
had faileri to keep up with the growth of the population, a
check which was undoubtedly due to the interruption of building
cansed hy the war. The figures for 1921 show that there was
a house for every 44 persons while in 1881 there was only a
house for every 55 persons. Any gain to the town through the
more rapid increase in the number of houses has been more
than neuntralized by the diminution in the size of the family.
The census figures show that the average size of the family has
fallen from 49 members in 1891 to 42 members in 1921 and
this fall appears to be still continuing. The figures for 1921
ghow that the number of families exceed the number of houses
by 408. The table also shows that the percentage of families
not living in separate houses fell from 1-57 in 1891 to 047 in
1911 but rose to 4:5% in 1921. These observations show clearly
that the number of houses in 1921 was insufficient to house the
people and they indicate the two main causes which have pro-
duced the shortage, first the cessation of house building during
the war and the diminished production of houses in the years
fo!lowing the war, and second the reduction in the size of the
family, for this obviously means that more houses are required
to accommodate a population made up of small families than is
required to accommodate the same population made up of large
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METEOROLOGY.—Mr. M. Morgan, the Curator of Queen’s
Park, has kindly furnished the figures for the following table :—

—

-.—‘;E o Eh PrEvaiLing Winp 18 Davs MEeax TEMPERATURE
| = 2w |
1924 | &2 |2 l —— el B
[ roay | | i . Y o ol M o
£= S N 8 | B | w. xow|mElswsE .Q.EE EEE SE 21283
B e | S RS moETRET
I . |
January ..., 2'14 9 |—| 8] 2| 1| 2 — | 10| 8| 450 | 330 | 410 | 44D
February | 372 18 |— | 3| 1| 3| 2| —111 | 8 | 470 | 34'0 | 41°0 | 430
March ... 039 3 4 | e 5 16| 3 2: — | 480 | 330 | 41'0 | 420
| |
April o 185| L 4| -] 7 6| 3| 5| 4| 580 340 | 44°0/| 4450
' |
May ___!*4--34 14 | — | 2|—] 4| 1 110|112 690 | 450 | 540 | 480
’ | ' .
June | — | & B! ey 8B, 6| 1| 3| &| 760 470 | 610 | 540
I 1
July ..|[t220| 9 ‘ 1| 1|—| 8| 5| 2| 8| 4| 780| 820 | 620 610
|
August ... 1I'TT | 11 — | 8] - 4/ 6| 1| 8| 8| 74'0| 530 | 630 | 59.0
| .
September| 327 | 16 | 3| 7| —| 8| 6| — | 4| 2| 62:0 | 440 | 56°0 | 580
October ...| 322 | 15 |—| 8| 1| 6 /11| —| 8| 2 590 430 | 520 | 560
| |
November | 160 | 8 | 1| —| 8| — 10| 4| 3| 6 410 270 410 [ 500
December 2 18 7 |—| 8| 2| 3| 8| 2} 8| 4| 400 29:0 | 37°0 | 430
i | |
Total .../2598 | 117 17 | 46 | 12 | 57 | BD | 17 | 7D ﬁsl — —_ |l — -
| i

* Record omitted for ome dﬁy.
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two days.
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