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CRANBROOX R. D, 1939
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT

WATER SUPPLIES
Mr. Douglas Murton-Neale, Seecretary of the Cranbrook Distriet
Water Company, reports as follows:i-

"Regarding the works carried out by this Company during the
{anr 1939, it was found urgently necessary to scrape and re-line
he main betwean the Hartley Reservolr and Highgate, Hawkhursat.

The work was actually in progress when War was declared, and
although work waa not permitted to be contlnued during the night-
time, the Contractor so arranged that the operatlon was completed
with as little inconvenience to Consumers in the Hawlthurst area

as poasible. The operation has been successful in restoring the
water pressure in the Hawkhurst area. The Medical Offlcer of
Health, Dr. Galbraith, personally inspected the process of scraping
the malns and was zatlsfied that the Company and Contractor were
taking all possible precautions.

The influx of Evacuees and others into the Company's area
of supply at the outbreak of War, coupled with the usual number of
hopplckers in the area at the szame time, made a very heavy call on
the Company'sa respurces and 1t was only with difficulty that the
supply could be maintained throughout the 24 hours each day, but
the Consumers were asked to restrict the consumption of water as
much as possible and they did so with so much effect that it was
not found necessary to curtall the supply at any time. The matter
was promptly reported in writing to Sir Arthur MacNalty, Chief
Medlical Officer of the Ministry of Health, by Dr. Niecol Galbraith,
the Medical Offlicer of Health, and the position was carefully
watched by the Water Englneer Inspector of the Ministry of Health."
The mumerous analyses reported upon by the Counties Publie Health
- Laboratories showed the water to be of a highly satisfactory bacterial

purity.

DRAINAGE & SEWERAGE
Only one extension of 425 feet of sewsr at Hartley, Cranbrook,

was made during the year in order to serve new Council Houses,.

REFUSE COLLECTION & DISPOSAL
The whole of the Cranbrook area is regularly scavenged with the
ezception of the Parishes of Benenden and Frittenden. Owing to the

War, 1%t 1s unlikely that the collection will be extended to these

Parishas.







CRANBROOK R. D. 18359
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Notifiable Diseases during the Year

Total Cases ad-

Cases mitted to Total

Neotified, Hﬂﬁpitﬂl. Deaths.
Searlst Fever. 19, 16. -
Diphtharia. 24, 24. =
Pneumonia. 1% 1 a
Erysipelas. 5. - -
Ac. Poliomyelitis. 2. e -
Whooplng Cough. >54. - =

101. 43, T
SCARLET FEVER

A total of 19 notifications were received from méedical practitloners
during the year compared with 6 for the preceding year. The cases
occurred in the various Parlishes as follows:- Hawkhurst 7, Cranbrock 5,
Goudhurst 3, Sandhurst 3, Benenden 1. The sge-perlods of the cases
were:i-

4=-5 5=10 10=15 15=20 20=30 30-40 50 & over g 19.
2 5 3 6 i R 1 1

S8ixteen of the cases were lasolated at the Cranbrock Jolnt Hospltal,

1l at the Cranbrook School Sanatorium and 1 at the Bedgebury Park
School, Goudhurst, in a separate ward of the Sanatorium; one case
whilch occurred at a Ladiea' College was transferred by the child's

parents to its home at Penshurst.

DIPHTHERIA
Twenty=four notifications of this disease were received, an

inerease of 15 compared with © cases in 1938. They were scattered
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throughout the wvarlous Parlshes and included an outbreak mumbering
15 cases which occurred in Cranbrook and Siassinghurst. The Parlshes
involved were:= OCranbrook 17, Slssinghurst 3, Frittenden 1 and
Goudhurst ls The age=psriods were as underie

Ol 1=3 3=5 5«10 10=15 15-20 25-30 35-40 75 yrs _

24
1 1 1 11 5 2 1 1 1 E

The Cranbrook and Siasinghurst outbreak oceurred amongst evacues

and local children attending the same mhools, The Kent County
Medloal Officer arranged for hls staff to undertake swabbing of the
scholars and teachers; nearly 1,000 swabs were taken and 30 "earriera"
or "bacteriological™ cases were found, most of which were treated in
the wvarious sleck bays; of 4 home treated cases 1 was of a teacher.

The majorlty of the cases obtainsd thelr milk from the same dalryman
m at the request of your Medlical Officer of Health, Dr. Galbraith,

a Kent County Veterinary Officer, Mr. Stewart, made an Inspection of
all the cattle in the dalry herds. Swabs taken of all persons
concerned 1ln the handling of milk proved negative. As Medical Officer
of Health, I was favourably impressed with the kitchen cleanliness
observed in the dairy farms we inspected in this important busineas of
milk production., We were accompaniad on our round of inspection by
the Councllts Inspector and Surveyor, Mr. Watts,

ACUTE ANTERIOR POLIOMYELITIS (Infantile Paralysis),

Iwo cases of thils dlsease were reported from Benenden, one in a
child aged 9 years who was admitted to the Tunbridge Wells General
Hospital, end subsequently developed scarlet fever, and the other in
an adult female who lived next door to the above patient and had
probebly been in contact., She was admitted to the Cranbrook
Isolation Hospital. The diagnosis of the case was confirmed by the

Medieal Officer of Health, Dr. Wicol Galbraith, in consultation with
Dr. Isabel Goughs

PNEUMONIA
An ocutbreak of pneumonla occurred at the Bables! Castle, Hawkhurst,
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8 cases being notified of infants up to 2 years, all with two
exceptions being of the influenzal type, 3 of the patlents dled and
a fourth death occurred of a baby from pneumonia who had not been
notified. They were all treated at the Bablies' Castle.
Eight cases occurred in adults, two of which proved fatal and one

in an infant; one case was treated at the County Hospital, Pembury.

ERYSIPELAS

Five cases occcurred in adults who were treated at home.

WHOOPING COUGH
¥edical Practitioners notified a total of 34 cases of whooplng
cough between the ages 1 to 13 years which were treated at home.

MINOR INFECTICUS DISEASES

Head Teachers notified a total of 132 actual or suspected cases
during the year as follows:- chilckenpox 68, whooping cough 36,
impetigo 19, "pink-sye" 4, rubella 3, ringworm 1 and scabies 1.

TUBERCULOSIS
A total of 9 new cases werse notiflied; 4 deaths wers reglstere d.
NEW CASES, DEATES. 1
Hone Hons
AGE-PERIODS. |Respiratory. |Respiratory. | Respiratory. |Respiratory.
Male. Femala1uale. Femala, Male.|l Female (Male. |[Femala.
5 - - 2 - - - - -
15 1 - 1 I - - = -
25 - i - - 1 S -
35 1 1 - = - 1 i = -
45 1 E il . o e | . s
55 - - - - - T -
65 & up. - - - - - - = -
3 2 ] al 1 § 3 - -
5 4 - -
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PACTORIES & WORKSHOPS, ETC.

Dafects
Ho. in
Distriet. | Vislts. | Found{Remedied.
Bakehouses 14 9 1 1
Slaughterhouses, registered )
12 503 1 1
Slaughterhous=es, licensed )
Other food preparing places 20 23 3 3
Fastoriss and Workshops 7a 15 1 1

(Factory Register being revlsed
in accordance with new leglsla=
tion)

INSPFECTION & SUPERVISIOR OF FOCD

{a) Milk Supply. - Routline 1inspectlions have been made and samples
of milk have been collected as required by the County Council.

In one instance an "Aceredited" supplier supplied accommodation
milk produced at another farm, and adverse samples were taken,

(b) Meat and Other Foods. - Routine inspections are made under the
Meat Regulatlons to all slaughterhousas and meat shops,

DRAINAGE & SEWERAGE

(1) Hawkhurst Sewerage Scheme was completed, but the work was
held in sbeyance owing to the War.

{11) A direct labour cesspool emptying scheme was adopted im
Cranbroock Parish.

{111) To check pollution of Rivers and Streams, samples of the

effluent were taken at the varlous Sewage Works in the
District,

HOUSE REFUSE

A direct labour refuse collectlon was adopted during the year in

Cranbrook Parish.

HOP-PICKERS -~ INFECTIOUS DISEASE
Fawer hop-plckers cama intoc the Distrlet than In former years.

Only two cases of Diphtheria were reported among them.













