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SECTION B
GENERAL FPROVISTON OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE AREA

(o) LABORATORY FACILITIES. The Public Health Loboratory Service, Tennis Court
Road, Cambridge, under the directorship of Dr. R, M. Fry, provides an excellent
bacterioclogleal service and most readily discusses and advises on any epidemiological

or similar preblem,
Dr, 8, Greenburgh, Publiec Analyst, Tenison Rond, Cambridge glves s similar

efficient, helpful service when chemical anslyses are required.

(b) AMBULANCE FACILITIES. These services since July 1953 have been provided
direetly by the County Council under the direction of the County Medical Officer
of Health,

(c) NURSING IN THE HOME.  The West Suffclk County Council District Nurse-
Midwivea parry out these duties.

(d) CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES. The West Suffolk County Council hald

Infent Welfare C g8 at the following centres in Cosford:-
Bildeston - Chapel School Room 1st Wednesday in each month,
Boxford - Village Hall 2nd n "o "

Lavenham - Guildhall 2nd Tuesday Ky, B "

SECTION _C

SANITARY CIRCUMETANCES OF THE AREA

1. (i) WATER. The Council's cooprehensive scheme to supply the greater majority
of the houses within the distriet was completed prior to 1959, During the year,
therefore; only two mineor extensions in small diameter pipes were carried out to
supply some toen houses,

At the beginning of the year, only one small worka, that supplying the Elmsett
housing site and a few neighbouring houses, was in operation in asddition to the main
works at Semer. In May this small works was teken out of service and from this time
production cocourred only at the main heasdworks,.

The Council's mains are linked with these of the Thingoe and Gipping Rural
Districts.

This district was originally supplied with water from the Thingoe mains, but
with the establishment of the Semer works, the quantity was reduced and in 1958 only
a comparatively small amount was purchased in bulk, For the first 5 nonths of 1959
ne water was drawn from the Thingoe nnins, but during June the increased demend beth
in this district and in the Gipping Rural District made it necessary to draw from
the Thingoe sources once again, and this arrangement continued for the remainder of
the year,

The following toble shows the anount of water produced st the Semer works and
the quantities purchased from the Thingoe Rurel Distriet Council and sold to the
Gipping Burel District Council and the Air Ministry at Wattishem Adrfield:-

Water Water Supplied by | Water Supplied by | Veter Supplied by
Abstracted |[Thingoe R.D.C, to | Cosford R.D.C. to | Cosford R,D.C. to
from Semer Cosford R.D.C, Gipping R.D.C. Mr Ministry
Month Borea and
pumped
inteo
Wedging
Weter Tower
January 1k, 21 3,000 - 6,51 3,000 2,095,000
February 13, 325,000 - 4,876,000 4, 742,000
¥arch 1y, Ly, 000 - 5,027,000 1,807,000
April 14,429,000 - 6,471,000 2,163,000
HGF 1 61?1 Sjﬂm' = 5,55&,0@0 1 ’EEL’UOU
June 17 794,000 2,154,000 i &T,GDO 1,935,000
July 16,512,000 1, 333,000 6,051,000 1,901,000
Mpgust 15,145,000 1,093,000 6,001,000 1,932,000
] ber 1 000 1,151,000 E.Eglcw 2,122,000
m 29y iy Py 175 665,000






Bfforward: | 137,623,000 5,731,000 | 55,425,000 | 17,665,000

l 1
Cotober 15}0131000 1::'-’{]3!“00 5,}19,@ 1im}m
Noverber 12,449,000 861,000 L 448,000 2, 276,000
Degenber 12,720,000 897,000 4, 967,000 2, 370,000
Totels: 175,802,000 8, 692,000 70,159,000 214,105,000

The production ot Semer rcpresents an average daily pumping of 482,000 gallons
compared with 445,000 gallons in 1958.

79 samples of water were subnltted for bactericlogical examination during the
year: 72 of these were from the Council's mains and 7 from privete sources. Only
one sample was found to be unsstisfactory esnd the mains were extended to replace
this source of supply later during the year.

(ii) DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE. The three largest ond most built-up parishes in
the Burnl District iBilﬂcston, Lovenban and Boxford including 29 houses in
Sherbourne Street, Edwardstone) have modern sewerage snd sewage disposal facilities,
Mthough it is not possible on finencial grounds to extend sewerage foeilities to
the remoter parts of these willages, facilities are awvsilsble to serve 976 dwecllings
whiech represcnts 87% of the total houser in the three parisheas, Of this nupboer
928 {Eﬁpoi‘ the totel houses) are connected te the public sewers and have weter
closets, As illustrated in the following tsbles 95% of the dwellings which can
be served by the public scwers heve becn provided with weter closetsa.

This wery high proportion of 95% of dwellings on the route of public sewers hav-
ing W,C's, has been schieved through financial inducencnt by wey of grant en-
couraged by the Council and by the serviee of Statutory Notices in the cooparatively
few cases whera co-operation with owners has not been fortheoming.

The remaining 5% not connected sre in the main houses thet are scheduled for
slun clearance and where it would be unreascnsble to ask owners to carry out ex-
penagive works in the meantine,

Schemes of sewerage and sewage disposal are urgently necessary in other partas
of the district and schemes which are in course of preparation by the Council's
Consulting Bnginecrs for Kersey and Monke Eleigh are awaited. (At the tinme of
writing this report the sewerapge scheme for the parish of Kersey has becn approved
in principle by the Minister of Housing and Local Govermnment). :

Sewerapge Connections - Village Schenes as at 3 st December, 1959.

St - — i

Total Houses | Houses | Feroentage| Other
Houses on on | on route Prenises
Farish in Houte Sewar of sewer (=77
Parish of' % commected Route
Sewers Connected
Bildeston 278 253 219 98% | 14 of 15
9% 89%
Doxford (with part | 273 222 292 95% 11 of 15
of Edwardstone) 21325"" 755 72%
Lavenhan 555+ 5 167 93% 19 of 2
0% B
1,127 976 928 95% Lh of 54
. BT Bo%

In addition to the three parish nes, the Council has also provided sewerage
systens and sewage disposal works at 1A housing sites within the Bural Distriot.
In some cases it has also been possible to arrange for neighbouring properties to
be connected to the systens.

The totel number of houses provided with nodern sewerape facilitics by the
Council at the end of 1959 was as follows:=
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Total Fouscs sorved
Houses| by sewers at Connected During
Pardsh in e [ e 51y
Parish| No. % 11959 | 1958 | 1957 | 1956 | 1955 | 19541953 1952
Frettenhon 98 B 8| = - - & o £ =
Bildeston 278 249 goll - | 12 1Ak sl 78 | Bk
Boxford 273 191 700 1 10 | 14 L | 14 | 46| 73| 62
Coakficld 2L0 18 20 L 12 - - - & = -
Edwardstons 120 37 M| s - b 3 - 1] € 5
Flnsett | 123 25 19| = - - L - - - -
Hitchan I E’“-l- 'IE- 8 - - - - - - - -
Kersey " 14 9 - B - - L - b -
Lovenhan | 555 LET Bh o = oAFe A7 |PA7 | 23 | 524 3| €9
Layhan i 19 14 | 2 - 1 - L Li & -
Milden |. LB £ 1-2% 2 = = - 3 G | -+ -
Morks Eleigh | 162 16 10 - 8 - - - - - -
Polstead 203 3 17 - L L - - b - 3
Thorpe Moricuax 9 B g =1 = = % = = = 5
Whatfield By L2 50 | &4 = - L = 13 - =
2, TH 1,184 L3 16 | 63 | M | 45 | B9 14?!2434[ 23

1,184 houses connected to nodern sewerage focilities sdministered by the
Gouncil represents 35% of the total of 3,355 houses in the Rurel District, 16
houses were comnected for the first time during 1955.

In addition, spproxinately €53 houses are comnected to private drainage systeps
80 that 4,834 houses, or 55% of the total, have o weter closet and drainage system.

During 1959 a sewernoge schepe was congtructed to serve the Council houses at
Rands Road, Layhan,

The maintensnee of the village schenmes and housing site disposal works is
oarried out by the SBewnge Works Attendant snd two assistants under the supervision
of the Surveyor. Some nssistence is nlso made awvallable from the cesspool emptying
erew tc help with the desludging of the housing site works. This work is incresse
ing yeer by year and it becomes more and more difficult to keep up a proper standard
with the existing steff.

During the yeor samples of effluent were token by officisls of the Essex River
Board Follution Prevention and Fisheries Department from three village works
with the following results:-

Slightly
Parish Total Batd sfaotory Unsatisfactory
Bildeston 3 5 -
Boxf'ord 3 = g
Lovenhan L 3 1
10 o 4

2, HIVERS AND STRE/MS. The three nost heavily populoted villages in the Rursl
Distriot are adjacent to the Rivers Box and Brett or their tributories. These -
villages sre served by public sewers and very little pollution therefore occurs at
these points. Pollution does take ploce in some villaopes, noticenbly ot Kersey
and Monks Eleigh. Schenes of sewerage and sewnge disposal are being prepared by
the Council's Consulting Enginesrs for these parishes. Difficulties ond del-ys
have arisen in sequiring sites for dispessl works in both parishes clthough at the
time of writing this report negotiations are sbout to be successfully concluded.

During 1959 several private drainapge systems to serve isclnted cottages renote
from public aswers have been constructed, In nany cases this hos helped to curteil
the fouling of ditches which had oceurred previously.

3, (i) CLOSET ACCOMMODATION, The toble at the top of the papge records that 4,184

(35%) of the 3,355 houses in the district have woter closets ond irsinage connected
to public sewers or Council housing site sewage dispossl works.

=f=






The Council hove used their statutory powers under the Public Health Act to
secure the provision of W.Cs. A sunnary of this action gives the following in-

fornation:-
Y —a
Statutory i W.C, Con- l Statutory
Notices | versions i lotices
Served i carried time ox-
St under | out in pired but
Section L& | Cempliance W.C. Con-
P.H.A. 1936 | with Statu- versions
f tory not
Hotices carried out
Bildeston 2 2 =
Boxford 20 17 3
Edwardstone L L =
Lavenhan L] 29 &
[y 52 9

In addition approximately 513 dwellings have W.Cs. connected to private
drainage schenes,

During 1959 the Council approved 34 standerd snd 35 discretionary improvenent
grant schenes, the effect of which wns to provide woter ecloszets to a further 65

dwellings.
Closet accormodation was inproved at The Thite Hose, Lindsey Aduring the year,

There asre still 22 parishes which are not served by public sewers. Colleg=
tion of nipghtsoil was cerried ocut twice weekly in the unsewered part of Boxford
and in Kersey and a once weekly collection in the unsewered portions of BEildeston
and Lavenhan and in the parishes of Brettenhan, Groton, Monks Eleigh and Whetfield.
Requests for the service to be extended have been received, but the Dennis cesspool
erptier 1s working to neximum capeocity. In addition to the collection of night-
soll the wehicle is used for desludging housing sitec sewnpge disposnl works and the
eoptying of private cesaspocle ond septie tonks eto.

19521953 | 1954 | 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 1959 |

Private cesspools within |
the Rural Distriect 1221159 | 1# 180 | 226 | 3B6| 352 | 421 |

Private cesspools outside l
the Rural Distriet 3| ol 12 9 12 3 6| 43

Housing site eesspools and |
settlenent tanks B7| 88 153 202 164 § 124 | 170 | 123]

(11) PUBLIC CLEANSING. The "kerbside" system of housc collection is in force
and weekly collectione are carried out in Bildeston, Boxford and Lavenhano with
fortnightly collections in the remsining 22 parishes, This standard can only be
naintained, however, by the working of regular overtime by the refuse eolleotion
staff,

During the year under review the Council replaced the old refuse truck by o
larger fore and oft tipping refuse freighter, The greater carrying eapacity hos
enabled journeys to the tip to be redueed in nurber snd nore tHne can be spent on
actusl ecollections. It has thus been possible to ioprove this service to the 8
parishes which had previously only hed collections st monthly intervale.

The velune of refuse put out for collection continmues to inerease, the vehicle
being in service en average of L7: hours each week,

Tipping presented a problen during the yesr as the owner of the tip ot Seper
gave notice terminating the licence to use the pit, At the end of the year tipp-
ing into disused ponds ete. was taking place whilst efforts were being nade to find
a nore permanent tip.

Bepilar trectnoent for the ersdication of flies and rodents was earried out at
points where tipping took place during the year.

_7'._












(iv) SHOPS AND OFFICES. Sanitary arrangenents nt shops and offices are satis-
factory. Owners have trken advantage where piped water supplies and sewers are
availeble to provide W.Cs. In most other crses W.Cs, nnd drains are connccted to
private cesspool arronpenents.

(v) CAMPING SITES. There has been no public heslth nuisance at caravan sites
during the year. &t the ¥ st Deconber, 1959, 22 licences were in force for the
ccoupation of movesble dwellings (an inerense of 5 over 41958). The licences were
in respect of two huts, one converted Thus and the rensinder were 19 recsonably
well equipped caravinsg.

In all oascs where the Couneil suthorise the issue of a enravan licence, the
follewing eonditions are atbached:-

1 at a g W eacne wWater B gilient for the cecuplers
) th up of whol: t uf'ficient for th i
of the caravan be provided wvithin a reasonable distance thereof.

(b) that adequate sanitery and dreinsge arrangenents be provided to
the satisfoction of the Council's Surveyor,

{e) that 2 suitsble receptacle for house refuse be provided.

(a) thet the site be kept in & clenn and tidy condition and no
other unauthorised buildinge be erected thereon.

(vi) SMCKE /BATEMRNT, There were no cases of smoke nuisance in the Rural
Distriet during 195%.

{-vii} SVIMMING BATHS, There are no swinmdng boths within the Rursl District.

{vj_'l.:l} ERADCCATICN OF PED BUGS. HNo bug or flea infestations were reported or
digeovered during the yeor.

(ix) RODENT CONTHOL. The Council employ the service of 2 full-time Rodent
Operator, Mr. i, W, Fenning, working under the supervision of the Surveyor, The
distriet is surveyed systematicelly to discover sny rodent infestations, Treat-
ments are given for the eradication of vermin, Sewers and refuse tips are given
special attention. The work of Mr, Fenning is indioated in the table which
follows on Poage 10,

(x) THE RAC. FLOCK & OTHER FILLING M/TERI/LS /ACT, 1951. There are no premises
in the dstrict which require registration or licensing under the above fint, The
prepises in the district which carry cut upholstery work only carry out repalr, re-
oalding and reconditioning of artieles and are, therefore, exempt fron reglatration
under Secticn 1(2) of the let which is required for nanufacture of new goods.

(xi) SCHOOLS. There are twelve village schools in use in the Bural District,
Every school has o wholesome and plentiful supply of water from the Council's
mﬂ.

The schools at Bildeston, Boxford and Lavenhan have waterborne samitntion
connected to the Council's public sewers. Other schools have waterborne sani-
tation to ceasspools which are enmptied for the Blucation Authority by the Couneil's

sasapool emptier,

(xi1) PUDLIC HOUSES. The co=-operation of the Brewery Companies in bringing their
licensed prenises up to the staondard necessary to comply with the Food Hygiene
Repulations, 1955 continued during the year,

Every public house in the distriet is connectad to the Counecil's wator mains
end the licensees generally neintain their houses to a very geod standard of clenn-
liness, Very few of the houses within the district coter for nenls.


















(£) Houses subject to Demolition Orders, Clpsing Orders and Undertokings
Not to Relet subseguently onde fit to the sotisfaction of the Louncil

(1) No, of dwellinghouses in respect of which Denclition Orders
were revoked

(2) Fu. ef dwellinghouses in respect of which Denolition Orders were

suspended to allow work of improvenent to proceed

{3} No. of dwellinghouses in respect of which Undertokings were
ganoelled =fter being oode it for hobitation

ke Housing fct, 1936 = Port IV - Overcrowding
(2) {i}

Nucber of dwellings cvercrowded =t the end of the year
Nupber of families dwelling therein
Nudber of persons dwelling therein

(11
(111

(v) {i}

(i1) Nunber of persons concerned in such cases

Fuober of new cases of overcrowding reported during the year

12

Ml
Nil
Nil

Mil

(¢) Particulars of any cases in which dwellinghouses have agrin becone

overorowded after the Local Authority heve token steps for the
abatenent of overcrowding

Sl

Humber cof pages of overorowding relieved during the yenr
fiuober of persons concerned in such cases

Nil

il
Mil

{e) A& fanily of & who were overcrowding s carovan in en adjoining rural distriet

were mhoused by the Couneil,

The Registrar Gencral's estinate of the resident population in 1959 was 9,410

208

The nucber of inhabited houses at the end of the year according to the

te Book was 3,355 an everage of 2,80 persons per house throughout the district.

The Council's 1959 contribution to the housing needs of the district, in addition
o the peneral repsir and paintennnce of existing houses is indicated by the following

sunnary (a) to (d):-

(a) During 1959 there were L Council houses built in the district and 7 private

dwellinghouses, Thie is indicated in the following teble whieh shows the poste-war
bullding:-
Total | Total |_Post=wnr Coungil Houses| Housss | Total | % of
Houses | Council Totad | Duilt] Dudlt nequired | Pre=var| houses
in the owned . in in by Coun=- | & Hper=| in
Porish | adwell- 1959 [1946-1558| cil and | genoy | parigh
inga improved| War whioch
at housges are
}1‘ ol 2-59‘- Eﬂl.'lil'lc’il
houyses
Aldhan L6 5 - - - - 6 13%
Bildeston 278 107 8l = 8l = 23 389
Boxford 273 63 L - I & 19 2 %%
Brent Eleigh 56 12 2 - 2 - 10 2%
Brettenhan 58 8 6 - 6 - 2 6%
Chelaworth 5l 2 = = & i 5 L%
Cookfield 240 54 3 L 30 - 20 22%
Eawnrdstone 120 2L 12 - 12 - 12 20%
Elngett 123 28 18 - 18 - 10 235
Groton 76 12 - - - - 12 16%
Hitchan M4 29 18 - 18 - 11 155
Kersey 149 17 14 - n - 3 1%
Kettlebaston 25 - - = e i | g 2
Lavenhan 555 108 Th — 7L L i %0 20%
Layhan 133 18 16 - " R 14%
Lindsey M| [ g2 | - 2 i - BT 10%
Milden . - i T T PR I | 2 12%
Wonks Eleigh 62 | P e ) L T T 145
Gfforward: | 2,m1 | 522  Imn | 4% om0 | & |am 17%
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