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S0 TTOL
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL COLL GﬁdﬂITl fS OF THE AF

1. GENLRAL STATISTICS. Area .o .

Reglstrar General's estimate of
the resident population.

Humber of inhabited houses at cnd
of year according to Rate Book

Rateable Valug

3,364 (3,329)

Sum represented Ty a Penny Rate £150 (£149)
2. BXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YBAR.
ﬂ' Male,
Live Births. 1 | 1 1 195
Logitimate. 125 151) 1. 35 35
I1lcgitimate. &' 7 i F 3 7
birthsa. i1
%agitim&%a. 3 (4 } (2%] Hil } E ;
Illegitimate. Mil (Wil) (Kil Wil (Nil) (Wil
Deathsg. 1y (121) {1j9}ﬁ 7u (66) (78)
Deathes under Onc Year. 8 (8) (2} [ (4) (Mi1)
Cosford.
Birth Ratc.(Live birhhs (1954 ) (19 3
per 0 population). 13,8 (1he1)(17.1

1.15 (1,15)(1.19)
15,9 (1643)(2043)
22,4 (29.0)(12.3)

Comperability Factor,Births.
Corrceted Birth Rate.
8tillbirth Rate per

15%% total (live and

still) births,

Degath Ratc per 1000 resident
population.

rability Factor.Denths. 0.75 (0.75){0.73)
Corrected Death Ratc. 11.4 (96) (10.8)

Dfath Rﬂt% of Infents under 1 yesar.

ants per 1000 live births.
61,1 (59.7){(12.L)
6L.0 (63.0)(13.2)

15.2 (12.8)(14.8)

Legitimate Infants por 1000
Legitimate births.

Illegitimate Infants per 1000

(nil) (Wil)
Illegitimate births.

Nil

B .}'LHIL! .

uﬂ B30 aeres,

9‘355 (95 o Eall 3

(3,352)

£36,495 (£36,495) (£35,130)
(£146)

Female,

Y

Hi% {HE%; {nifj
70 . (B5) (&3]
2 (4) (2)

England & Waln:
usf{i@;{rqﬁ
15.0 L15.2)(15.5)
23,1 (2L.0)(22,4)

11.7 (21.3)(11.4)

2l.9 (25.5)(26.8)

The eight deaths of infants under one year of age were all of legitimate
children = all of these deaths were in the first four weaweks of lifei=-

Male, 10 hours.
Male, 10 hours.
Male, 14 hours.
Mele, 15 hours.
E.E:LE; 3 days.

Male, 3 wecks.
Femole, 1 day.

Atelectasis,.

Premature Birth.

Premature Birth.

Cerebral Hzemorrhage,Tentorial tear, Prematurity.
Atclectasis,.

Subarachnoid haemorrhagc.

Internoal Hydrocephalus,

Female, 3 woeks.Obatruetive Jaundicu,ﬁnatrnamntpritis.

The Ratesble Value and Penny Rato Product quoted sbove were of coursc
bascd on the old assessmcnts. The new assossments in use in April 1956 have
produccc n Ratcablc Valuc of £67,585 and a Punny Ratc Product of £273.

Thus the Ratesble Valuc has been inercascd 857 and the Punny Rate Product 827,

-






The following table gives the couses and the number of decths occurring
at the various gge groups. The totals corrcvspond with the Registrar
General's figures. _

As in last yecar's report the deaths have been classificd to conform
with implementation of the World Hcalth Organisation Nomunclature
Reguletions, 1948 - these regulations being sct out on pages 371-376 of the
International Btatletical Clagsificotion of Disoases; Injuries and Causes
of Death, 1948,

CAUSES OF DEATH, Doaths at the sub-joined ages of "RESIDENTS"

vwhether oceurring in or heyond the District,
i I i

Males.,
Females.

= =
i

|
|
|
|
1

T2ars.

T Over.

ta 1L

Under 1 year.
1 to 4 years.
€5 0 7L years.
Genaral's
figures.

5

15 &0 24 yeare.
125 bo 4l years.

45 bto 64 years.
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|
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|
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24 .Bronchitis,

25 Other discascs of ; 1! |
*regpiratory systom. i

56.Ulcer of Stomach & | ! |
* Duodenum, - | | ; |

57, 0astritis, cntoritis ! | T | | |
% lerrhone. s , | . I | - | :

gg_ﬂﬂphritiﬁ & | Tk
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i Hophrosis. ' | i 5 | i
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SECTION ___B.
GENERAL PROVISION OF HE.LIH SLEVICES IN THE AREA.

(a) LABORATORY FACILITIES. The Emergency Public Hcalth Laboratory
Service provides the District with an cxecllent bacturiologicnl service =
for some parts of the Ddaetrict it is wmore convenicent to unse the Ipswich
Laboratory, under the édirectorship of Dr. P. kartin, for the rest of the
Distriet the Laboratory at Combridge, under the directorship of

Dr. K. M. Fry, is preferablc. Both Dr. Martin and Dr. Fry have proved

moet ready to discuss and advise on any epidemiological or similer problem.

Chemical anelyses are earried cut by Dr. 8. Greenburgh, Public Abalyst,
Tenison Road, Cambridge, who alag gives an efficient and helpful service,

(p) AMBULANCE F.CILITIES. Thesc services since July 1953 have becn
provided directly by the County Council under the direction of Dr. D. A.
McCrecken, thce County Medicel Officer of Health.

(e) FURSING IN THE HOME. The Weat Suffolk County Council District
urse kicdwives carry out these duties.

(¢) CLINICS AlND TROATHLNT CENTRES. Thesc are not the responsibility
of the Rurgl Distriet Council.

(e) HOSPITALS. The use of hospitals by Cosford residunts is indicated
hy the Tollowing information with regard to live births and deathsai-

67 (51%) of the 131 live births took placec at the reasident's home in
our District.

Of the 1L4 deaths, 92 (6L4/) occurrcd at the resident's own home in the
Cosford Distriet, Of the remaining 52, there were 50 in hespitals, as
under: -

5 Bury St. Edmunds, EEt. linry' s Hospital)
] 11

5 " West Suffolk Hospital)
5 Ipswich, (Borough General Hospital)

12 * . (Bast Suffolk Hospital)

1 Sudbury, (St. Leonard's Hospital)

20 i Walnuttree Hospital)

1 Nawmarkat General HﬂEEitﬂl}
1 Cambridge(./ddenbrooke's Hospital)

SECTION

—_———

C.
S .NITARY CIRCULMSTANCES OF THE ~REA.

1. (1) WATER. Progress with the provision of o Comprehensive Scheme, to
rEplaEG-EBunﬂil owned villagpe and council housc Bite scheomes throughout
the District, ae also to bring water to parishes not previously supplied,
had progressed so far during 1955 that the Nedging water tower was
completed in October, work on thc Scmer Pumping Stotion commcnced on

6th June and the main-laylng programme of 75 miles was virtually comploted
by the end ot the year.

The parishes of Alcham, Groton and Milden, (which werc, prior to 1955,
the only parishes without o piped sup,ly) were now included, so that every
parish hes a piped water supply.

The bore at the Council house site &t Edwardstone and the two small
public bores and tanks at Lindscy and Whatfield had beun replaced by the
Comprehenasive Bchome - indecd, the only minor installations still in use
ware thce Boxford head works and the Elmsett Council house sitc bore and
these are slready linke¢d to the Comprchensive Schems, but are producing
water until the Scmer Pumping Station bucomea operctive.

Until this Semer Pumping Station can be put into us¢ the Comprechensive
Scheme has been supplicd with watcr from the Joint Comprehcnsive Scheme of
Thingoe and Thedwastre. From the Joint Scheme a total of 63,963,000 gollons
was supplied to Cesford during 1955, part of which was passcd on to
Gipping R.D.C.

- 6 =






t z and Gallons of Water Su ed Each

edwastre Comprehensive Scheme lionth to Cosford auring 1955,
during 1955,

Cosford R.D.C. 63,963,000 gallons, dJenuary 5,077,000 gallons

Thingoe R.D.C. 96,619,000 " February I, 266,000 "

Thedwastre R.D.C. 27,345,000 " March Ballide, 000 ©

Melford R.D.C. Eg,E?B,GDO . ﬁﬁ;il E’EEE’SES 8

Clare R.D.C. » 381,000 . h:EBE:GGD -

225, 785,000 il July 5, 740,000 il

August ® 5,740,000 "

September 5,800,000 L

# Estimated reading, meter out of order. petober # U,694,000 W

November 5,015,000 s

December 6,462,000 L

63,963,000 .

The completion of the Comprehensive Schems will minimise the breakdowns
likely to occur - in 1955 the following interruptions to the supply took
place, although in no case was any part of the District without water for
any length of time.

In Januery the Edwardstone works was out of action for two days owing
to an electrical fault. Two further small breakdowns occurred at the
Eawardstone works and this plant wae talien out of serviee permancently.

On another occcasion, owlng to the failure of the public electric supply,
the works at Bradfield in the Thingoe Rural Dictrict was unable to opcrate,
with the result that some houses in the northern portion of Coaford were
without water for a few hours.

In February, 1t was necessary fto cut oif the bulk supply of water from
Thingoe in order tc install a wasts recording metesr, but very little
inconvenicnee was cnused in the few hours this took to fix.

During Junc it was necessary to carry out repairs at the Boxford works;
while this was being donc the parich was supplicd from the Thingoe Rural
District sourcc.

The table on page 8 indicates the number of houses in the Districy
supplied with woater by the end of 1955. It will be neted that the routes of
the water mains could allow 3,004 (89:.) houses out of a total of 3,364 houses
in the District to be supplied. By the end of 1955 there were 2,532 houscs
(75%) with a plped supply into the house and 256 (8.) were obtaining water
from a standpipe within 200 feet.

2,788 (83,.) are therefore making use of the water supply and only 216 (6.)
of the total houwa.s in the Distriet are along the routec and not as yet
making use of the water.

Chemical Analysece from pumping stations in the Thingoe area were carried
out and gave the following recults:=

Chemieal Anslysis (Parts per 100,000)

Site. Bact. CTI, [+ Nitrate,.] Nitrite.| Hardneas. | pH
Ixworth, 8atis, |L.6 | 0.0643 Aboent. | Abgent. | 28.6 7

Rioby, Satie. 2.20 | 0.0365 .54 Absant. 26.0 T2
Ruﬂ!hrﬂ_ . g&ti Sa 2.25 910529 G;lﬂ Abzent. 2729 Jal

Bacteriological water samples taken in the Cosford areca totalled 74 and
gave the following results:-

Satiasfactory. Unsotisfactory.
From Public kiains .. . 50 3
From Private Su-plies .s 8 13

The 3 unsatisfactory samples from public supplies weres token from o
source supplied by a amall works, the use¢ of which has since been sbandoned.
Where possible the privato houses from whigh an unsatisfactory sample was
obtained were connected to the mains supply - in other cases suitable
precautions were adviscd.

No earting of weter was necessary during the year.

In the few cmses where bore well water from the Comprehensive Scheme is
not readily aveilable and a2 new baby is arriving, arrangements are made to
test the well supply of the house, prior to the making up of the infonts
feeds (when breast feeding is not possible), for the presence of nitrotcs
in order to ovold the danger of Methmemoglobinaoemis.

L i
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(11) DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE. The three village sewerage schemes,

serving deston, vE

am and Boxford with part of Edwardstone, wore

planned so that they could serve a large proportion of the houses in these
villages, This, of courss, is dependent on owncrs having thelr houses

connceted to the echeme.

Ag an Inducement to thie end, the Council until

the verious closing dates, offered a grant of £15 or half the cost (if

1owar} of each conversion to W.C, at any housa,

factory,

shopy

celc.

There has becn a moet gratifying response &8 no less than 85; of the
houses on the route of the sewers had bcen connected by the end of the year
(elso a fow houses on tho route had satisfactory drainage to private

cesspools
will appear from the Tollowing tablei-—

and 81, of the other premisee on the route were connected, as

Sewage Connections Village Sc gz a3 at s 12 .
| Houaes |0ther
Total on Percentage||Premises
Parish. Houses | route Houses on route on
in of on . |of sewer [iroute
Parish{ sewers. SBewers = cﬂnnectqﬂ.Hchnuctﬂd.
Bildeston. 26 |242 (98x)| 223 (91}) 92, 14 of 15.
Boxford (with part = 2 .
Edwardstone) . 295 |22k (767){176  (60%)| 79+  |I11 of 15
Lavenham. 552 |4o91 (89, )41l (74.) 8L, 19 of 24
1,093 (957 (86,)[810 (74 )| 85; Ll of 54

In addition to the three village schomes the Council has also provided
gewerage systems to groups of Council houses(and occasionally adjacent
properties) = the total number of houses in the District which had modern
gewerage facilities provided by the Council by the end of 1955 was as

follows: -
: Houses served CONNECTED .
| by Seweras at rior
Parish. Total Houses|31.12.55. e to
in Parish. |Number, # 19551195u.1953.1952.1951. 1951.
-rrl:taggum. 103 ] O o = - - 8
.fl.%_&_ﬂ ston. 2L 6 28 gre | Byl 50l FET Sh] = =
ford, ! 277 165 60;. 1 16| 731 62 —~ =
‘c‘lngEf‘ield. o 9h] 13, - [ - = - 38
Bdwardstone. & 119 27 g%;___ - 1 -] T I 1
meett, ! 115 20 18,. - - - - - 20
1tcham, ! E;g 11E: i =l = _1: - - 1%‘
Korsey, - 1 | =
Lavenham. i hH2 L11 Tli 23] b2] 37| 89| 202 B
L . o8 T ]'ﬁi"‘ el an]s = = 6
Milden, 50 L {7 T S ) Y [ it =
_Monke Elcigh. | 156 8 5, = = = = = B
Polatead. ig? 2% 125 - I - i - 15
orpe Morieux. 95 : 85 - - - - B =
Whatfield, 90 N 38, = 13| -] =] - 21
. 25746 1,025 It 89| 147 204| 214 | 222 1hi=

# 1l houses comnccted to Boxford Scheme.

1,025 houses is 30, of the 3,374 total number of houses in the District.
89 houses were comnected for the first time in 1955.

o major alterations or extensions to scwerage and sewage disposal

works were carried out during 1955.

The maintenence of the major scwage disposal works at Bildeston,
Boxford and Lavenhem and the several smell plants at the Council's Housing
B8itcs was carried outyunder the dirsction of the Surveyor,by the Councilis
Sowage Works Attondant who is provided with a van to convey him and his

tooles to thec various sites.

As recorded overleaf, it become neccssary to

provide extra assistancc for him through the part-time scrvice of a

member of the cesspool emptying crew.
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At intervals throughout the year sewage effluent samples woere submitted
for analysis by the Essex River Board Pollution Prevention and Fisheries
Department from the three village works, and from two of the housing site
plants, with the following results:-

Parish. Total, | Satisfactory. Doubtful.|Unsatis-
Hlivn ! A factory.
Bildeston, 6 2 L -
Boxford. 6 Tl Ly -
H e l - - _l
Hi tehom, 1 - - 1
Lavenham. E 2 i -

The 12 samples in ecolumn ? above slightly exceeded the 30 parts per
million of suspended matter, (which is the Royal Commission Stendard expecta
to be obtained at a works with adequate whole-time attendance), possibly dne
to the fact that the flow for which the works are designed had only just
been reached. To improve the efflucnt, bofore discharge into the satresms,
additional help was provided to the Bewage Works Attendant by allowing the
part-time services of a member of the cesspool smptying crew.

The housing sites sewage disposal works functioned reasonably
satisfactorily throughout the ycar.
Plong are being preparcé to secure improvements tc the works at Hitcham,
Layhem and Polstead.
De-sludging of these minor works is carried out with the Council's cesspool
empticr.

2., RIVERS AND STREAMNS. Each ycar more and mora properties are connceted to
the sewerapge schemes serving Lavenhom, Bildeston and Boxford, thus
eurtailing the pollution of the rivers Brett and Box. There are still,
however, unsewered parishes, as for example, lonks BEleigh and Kersey, which
can contaminatc rivers and streems. Messrs. Lemon & Blizzard,the Council's
Consul ting Enginee:'s, prepared a preliminary report on the possibilities of
Bewering Kersey, Monke BEleigh snd Chelaworth which was considered by the
Couneil in Aupust 1955,

In respect of Kersey and Monks Elcigh, the Council instructed the
Consulting Enginnmers to proparc detailed reports to be submitted to the
Ministry to obtain approval for grant aid under the Rural Water Supplies
and Sewcrage Act, 1944, and to design the Monks Eleigh scheme for c¢xtension
to Chelsworth at a future date.

In view of the present national financial stringencies, thease schemes,
which would prevent river pollution, will be considerebly delayed.

Improvements and additions to the Housing Site Sewape Disposal VWorks
at Cockfié¢ld and Whatfield have also improved the guality of the effluent
discharged to ditches,

Purther works arc in hand at Layhem and Polstead to give a better
guality effluent discharged from these housing elte Sowage Disposal Works.

3« (i) CLOSET ACCOMMODATION. It has been recorded, on page 9 , that
1,025 (30%) of the 3,374 housce in the Dietrict have sewerage facilities
provided from the Council's wvillage or housing site schemes. In addition
many houscs have W.C's. drained to satisfactory private cesspocls - & number
which has increascd consequont on the provision of a piped water supply to
every villagpe throughout the District.

Helped by the Council offer of grant, 78 earth closets werc converted
into water closets during 1955 in the parishes of Bildeston, Boxford and
Lavenham - usually sinks were also added and occasionally baths. Some
owners; however, allowed the Closing Date to pass and, therefore, it was
nocessary by Statutory Noiices to regquire provision of W.C's. in respect of
22 dwellings in Lavenham - 16 of these had been provided by the end of the
Fear.

Thers are still many parishes in which a sowerage system is not
available po in acdition to contimuing a collection of nighteoil in those
parts of the parishes of Bildeston, Boxford and Lavenham where 1t was still
required, night soil collection was carried out in the parishes of
Brettenham, Groton, Kerscy, lionks Elcigh and Whatficld.

Despite this amount of sorvice, which compares very favourably with that in
other Bistrictﬂ1 several requests were mads for extension of this scrvice.

The Council's Dennis Cesspool Emptier is, however, working at its
maximum, for, in addition to this night so0il collcction, it is cmployed in
emptying cesspools - the numbers boing cmpticc arc indicated in the
following teble:-
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CESSPOOLS ZIPTIED.

1951. 1952. 1953. 1954. 1955.
Private cesspools within Cosford R.D, 135 122 159 161 180
Private Cesspools outszide Cosford R.D. 15 13 T 1z g
Coeford R.D. Housing 8ites Cesspools. ay 87 88 153 202

sl PEa  B5h4 326 391
" S e === ===

{(ii) PUBLIC CLEANSING. The "kerbside" system of refuse collection was
continued throughout the yecar. The Council authorised over-time working
in order that an improved service could be given in the parishces of
Cockfield, Kersey, Nedging-with-Naughton, Wattisham, Edwardstone and Groton.
The system now operating provides for a weekly collection in the more
built-up areas of Bildeston, Boxford and Lavenham, a fortnightly collection
in thc parishes of Aldham, Brent Elcigh, Brettenham, Cockficld, Edwardstone,
Groton, Hitchem, Kersey, Leyham, Monks lileigh., Nedping-with-Noughton Bmsett,
Polestead and Wattisham, and a monthly collection in the remaining 8 parishes
Ghelaworth,lﬂttlnbaatan,Lindﬂey,Milucn,PrLstnn,ﬂuncr,Thurpﬁ‘xrieux Whatficld.

Residents place more and more refuse out for colleetion and it becomes
inercesingly difficult to clear without the men working excessive overtime,

Refuse tips arc in use at Boxford, konks Cleigh and Semer. Tipping is
not carried out during the summer at lionks Eleigh becnuse of the proximity
of cottages nearby.

The use of 3 tips .conomises in petrol and running expunscs. The running
time saved has allcwed, along with overtims working, the improvemcnts in
ecollection previousgsly mentioned. The use of 3 tips, however; increaees
the difficulty of keeping them all neat and tidy comparcd with concentrating
on one tip only.

All the tips are trecated regularly to control fly and rodent infestetions.
(1iii) BANITARY INSP.CTION OF TH&E AREA. The following teble,recording the

mumber of inspectlons carried out by Hr. Hine sand Mr. Panks,has been
supplicd by Mr. Hine:-

Number of Visits Public Health and Housing Acts .. .s oa 745
Housing Act, 1949. (Grant-sided Improvementa) .. o b 307
Tents, Vans and Bheds . . .o . .o A 25
Factories . . .e s % . s Ll-.-"}
Shope & Food Pramiaus .o .» . . .o .o os 125
Dairies 8 e & e e & n e 3
Water Bamples - Bactcriolugicﬂl i e . .e . L
= Chenmical - ' 5w . - .. i
Re existing mains i e o i Eid s . 38
New water schems e . s e e e . 19114?
Erivate Water Supplies .. SE .o - .o . .o

Refuse Colleetion T i i s i & o 125
Hightﬂnil L] LN LN ] L [ N L - . EE
After Infcctious Discase e -~ ’e an ae .o 3
Disinfestation in s S . i L5 iis &
Bﬂkﬂhﬂuﬁﬁ 2] e - X} 15
Slaughterhouses and meat inﬂptctiunﬁ, Butchers shnps .s . 126
Hﬂhﬂﬂlﬂ L] -. LR aw - L] L] 5
Public Houseca .e . e o i e . 24
Houeing Sites . e 5 5 .e . . T
New Buildings e e e s s e e 90
Bre-lﬂw & Pl&m’lil’lg, etc,. e e (3 s X 1?5‘
Al terations to exi Bti:ng buil'ﬂ.insﬂ s aw . . e 115
Rﬂquiﬂitiﬁn&d prﬁpdl‘ty - o - LR - -a 2
New draoinage & closet conversions .. oo .o oe . 351
Eﬂw&rs LY L - e - e LN - # LN ] 61
S8ewage disposal works .. e . e . . .o 152
Pﬂtmlﬂm L] LR - w : = - . L L] E
Explﬂﬂi?ﬂﬂ L s oe . W e e 6
Housing Management e . CEIR o . .e L53

Infurmal Notieecs Outstanding 1st January, 1955. os as 22

4 SBerved Du-I’lIlE 1955 . = . LR} 41

o 2 Complied with During 1955 .e .. .« 86

i o Outstancing 31st Deccmber,1955. S at i

Btatutorr Huticas Outstanding lst January, 1955 " s ity

Served during 1955 e . i «s 19

. > Complied with During 1955 . - i s 20

! iy Outstanding 31lst Docember, 1955.. .s .e 9






FACTORY ACT, 1947. Inspcctions for purposes of provisicns as to health.

S Number of
Premises. : on Inspections,.|Written | Occupiers
Register, Notices,.| Frosgcuted

{i)antnriﬁa in which Sections
1,2,3,4 & 6 are to be | 8 8 2 Nil
enforced by Loecal Authority i

(1ii)PFactories not included in i

(i) in which Section 7 is| 30 32 ot £3 Nl
enforeced by the Locel
Authority. |
(1ii1)0ther premises in which
Bection 7 is enforced 3 3 Wil Wil

(excluding out-workers'
premises).

i
by the Tocal Authority ! l
|

Ll L3 5 Nil

# 1.,e. Electrical Stations (Sections 103 (1) ), Institutiona, (Section 104)
and Sites of Building Operations and Works if Engincering
Construction (Ssctione 107 and 108).

Casees in which defects were Founds

Number of cases _in which defocts No, of cases
were found, in which
| Reported. prosecutions
Particulars. Found,.| Bemedied.] To H.M. By H.M, wera
Inspcctor| Inspector. instituted.

Want of Cleanliness (3.1) 1 T Wil Nil Nil

S8anitary Conveniences(S.7)
Unsuitable or Dafﬂctiv% = 3 Wil Hil Nil

Therewers no OQut-Workers in the district during 1955«

(iv) SHOPS AND OFFICES. The availability of a piped water supply in
every parish of the Rural District and public scwers in the parishes of
Bildeston, Boxford and Lavenham has made poesible a stuady improvement to
the sanitary arrangcments at shops and officcs. As already rocordoily
premises, other than houses, on the route of the sewers have beun connceted,
14 of 15 in Bildeston, 11 of 15 in Boxford and 19 of 24 in Lavenham,

(v) CAMPING SITES. There is no regular camping site within the Rural
District. Therc are very few moveable dwellings situated in the District.
At the end of 1955 only 10 licences tu occupy moveable dwellings were in
force. The moveable dwellings comprised 2 sheds, 1 converted van,

1 converted 'bus and the romainder wers reasschably wcll equipped caravans.

At the beginning of the year there was an encampment of 5 families on a
slte at Boxford, approved by thc Council and the Town and Country Planning
Authority.By the end of thc year only 2 families remained on the site.

In all cases whore the Council suthorise the iessue of a caravan licence
the following conditions are attached:-

[a} That a supply of wholesome water sufficient for the occupiers of the
caravan be provided within a reasonable distance thereof.

(b) That adequat: sanitary and drainage arrangements be provided to the
satisfaction of the Council's Surveyor,

(e¢) That a suitable recuptacle for house refuse be provided.

(d) That the site be kept in & clean and tidy condition and no other
unauthorised buildings be erected thereon.

(?i} SHOKR %&ATEHEH « There were no casss of ruisance from cxcessive
emokc in the ral District.

S [






(vii) SWIMMING BATHS. There are no swimming baths in the District.

(viii) ERADICATION OF EED BUGS. No bed bug infestation was reported or
discovered auring the year. 3 cases of flea infestation were reported in non-
counecil houscs, These were effectively denlt with by the Council Orfficiols
using Messrs,Cooper,McDougal & Robertson's Multispray.

(ix) BEEE%E_E%HE%QL- The Council employ the services of a full-time
rodent operator,Mr.R.W.Fenning,working under the supervision of the Surveyor.

The District is systematically inspected and treatments given for the eradi-
cation of rodent infestations. Refuse tips and sewers are kept under constamt
supervision. The following is a swmmary of the Rodent Gp-.:rmtnr's worls=

T T &3 ) L5)
Local] Dwelling|AlLl Total Agri-

Auth- Houses |[Othen 1,2 & 3|cultural.
ority| Couneil
- | Houses,
Nunber of properties in Cosford 26 | 2,961 192 | 3,179 301
Properties Inspected as result of:-
a) Notification - 6l 3 &7 11
b, Burvey under the Act 2 | 2,696 148 | 2,846 86
¢) Otherwiss (e.g.when visited 2l 201 L1 266 i
for other purposes)

'Totel inspecctions carricd out The survey of the District has becn carricd ou.
including re-inspections, almost twice during the ycar.Refuse tips,cte.

. have been visited much,more freguently.,
Humber of properties inspected which
were found to be infusted byi-

(a) Rats - Major 2 3 - 5 16

. Minor 1 R23 [ 530 39

(b) Mice - Major s A = i 1

Minor = 21 - 21 -

Infested Properties treated by L.As. | 3 533 & 542 20

%Eiul treatments & re-trocotments. [ 556 T 569 22

2 control schomes carried out. = 2 - - -

(x) THE RAG,FLOCK & OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951. There are no
promises in the Distriet which require registration or liccnsing under the
gbove Act.The premises in the District which ecarry out upholstery work only
carry out repair,re-making and reconcitioning of articlecs and are,therefore,
exempt from registration under Seotion 1(2)(a) of the Act which is reguired for
manufecture of new goods,.

(xi} SCHOOLS. There are 12 wvillage schools in us¢ in the Rural District,
E“EEF school has a w. .olesome and plentiful supply of water from the Council's
mainge.

The sanitary accommodation at Lavenhsam and Bildeston Schools have been
converted to W.C's. and connected to the Council's sewcr.The County Council
have in train similar conversion at Boxford School where the Cosford R.D.C.
have provided a sewcr comnection ready for this work.

(xii) PUBLIC HOUSES. The licensed premises in the District are kept in a
good state of cleanliness by the sevarnl licansces.
The Brewery Companies are co-operating by improving the sanitary arrangcemonts
and amenities of their houses as guickly as they can, although this work is
auffering from the restriction of capital expenditure.
At ons premise in Boxford the sanitation is extremely bad and pressure has
sgen brought to bear on the Brewery Company concerned to improve matters. The
Company do not wish to connect the existing earth closeta to water closcts
but to carry out an extensive scheme of replanning to give more satisfactory
facilities for the tenant and the public. It is hoped that thes improvements
to this house will soon be communced.

During the year a new licenseq house was constructced at Lavenham and the
old house from which the licence was transferred, has buen demolished.

Bxtensive schemes of reconditioning at The 8Bwan Inn, Monks Eleigh, and
the Cock Inn, Polstead, was completed during 1955.

Only one licensed housc, where mains water is avalleblu, has not yet taken
advantage of a mains supply. The well water at prcsent used has been the
subject of a bacteriological test which showed at that time that the water
was not unsatisfactory for domestic use,

- %







1,

2.

3

EEETIDH Ds
OUSING.
(1) (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts)
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose

(2) (a) Number of dwellinghouses (included under Sub-head (1)
above,] which were inspected and recorded under Housing
Conacllidated Regulations, 1925,

(b) Numbcr of inspections made for the purpose

{3) Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a state so dangerous

or injurious to health as to be unfit for humen habitation.
(L) Number of dwellinghousecs (exclusive of those referred to

71l
U5

L3

L
72

245

under the prececding sub-hend) found not to be in all respects

reasonably it for human habitation.

%ﬂmﬁﬂg of Dufects during the year without Service of Formal
OL1CC e

Humber of defective dwellinghouses at which improvaments or
repalirse have bezn ecarricd out in conseguence of informal
action by thu Local Authority or their Officcrs.

Action under Statutory Powcrs during the year.
Proceedings under Scctions 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1 .

(1) Number of awellinghouses in respoet of whieh notices
were served requiring repoirs.

{2) Number of dwellinghouscs which were rondercd fit after
s.rviee of formal noticu:-

{a) By Owncrs
(b) By Local Authority in default of owncrs

Procecdings wider Public Health Acts.
(1) Fumber of dwellinghouses in respoct of which notices
wera served roegquiring defeets to be remedied. Ethion EE

(2) Number of dwellinghousee in which defeets were remedied
after service of formal notices,.
{a) By Owners
(b) By Local Authority in defoult of owners

Proceedings under Section 11 and 13 of the Housing Act, 1 .
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
{a) Demolition Orders wore made
(b) Undertakings accepted not to re¢~lut for human
hebitation

(e¢) Undertakings acccptecd to earry out specificd works
of repair

(d) Undurtakings cenccllcd after completion of specificd
works of repair

(2) Fumbcr of awellinghouses demolished in persuance of
Demolition Orders
egdl dar L 2 the Ho Act, 1936,

(1) Number of dwcllinghouscs in respcet of which Closing Ordcrs
wWoere macdc.

(2) Number of dwecllinghousses closed in persuance of Closing

Orders,
Procoedings under Section 25 of the Housing Act, 1936.

Number of dwellinghouses the subjeet of an "Offiecinl
Represantation” and deelared by the Couneil to be a
Clearance Arcf.

Number of dwellinghouses comprising a Clsarance Area and

subject to a Compulsory Purchase Order confirmed by the
Mnister.

i 1T

36

Nil

1L
il

Lo 3]

Nil

Hil






4. Housing Act, 1936 - Part IV - Overcrowding.

(a) (1) Number of dwcllings overcrowded at the end of the year
I:t.’:u. Number of families dwelling thercin
iii

Bumber of persons dwelling therein
{(b) Number of new cases of overcrowcing reported during the year
{ec) fig Nupber of cmscs of overcrowding relicved during the year
(ii) Number of persons conecerncd in such cases : 8

(d) Particulars of any csscs in which dwellinghouses have again N4l
become overerowded after the Locol Authority having taken
stepe for the sbotement of ovorerowding.

Win b =

The Regietrar=-General's estimate of the resident population in 1955 was
9,470 persons - the number of inhsbited houses at the cnd of the year
according to the Rate Book was 3,36l - an averapge of 2.8 persons per house
throughout tho District.

The Council'as 1955 contribution to the housing ncueds of the District,
in addition to the general repair and maintenance of existing housca, is
indicated by the following sumuery, ( (a) to (e) ) :=

(a) During 1955 there were 29 Council houses built in the District and
18 Private Dwclling Houses. This is indiented in the following table which
shows the post-war building:-

! COUNCIL HOUSES BUILT IN PARISH

Total |Tutrl Total Total| |1%_of
all | Prg- |Poot- DURING ougses in
Houses. Wor & (Ware. %F?iﬁh
Emer- i mla g e o) @, odiich arg
T nH | nfjn (o6 |2 | =3 2| ScCounell
fae. | |2]2]3]9|2[2|2|2] 3| OHousce.
.._-ﬁthﬂm: . Bl & 6 —[=l =] =]l =]=1=1=[=y=]4 117
rent Eleligh. 12 10 2l=l =] = =}|=] =] =] =] 2] 20}
»_Brettenham, 10 2 Gl=| = = =TT =T8&6]-1-14
_ Pildoston.  2Lb B9 | 23 | GepolioiL| 61 B10] -] -1 B 35;
xford. 277 63 19 i =-1T2jio]| 818 =] =1 81 81 4 R
Cockfield, 241 50 | 28 T | T T e e S e R %
elsworth. .56 2 2 == = = =l =]l =] =1 =1 =1 = Lo
Bdwardstonc. 119 2l 12 | 12/ =1 =1 =1 LT =1 4] =1 = % = 20;.
Elmsctt, 115 2 10 B L = =[Ll=1=1"=-1ThL il 2ly
Groton. 12 12 w | =l =] =] =) =] =] =] =] =} = 16,
itcham, 21 29 11 | 18| =] =T =T =] =] =J18] =1 =] = 1%,
&rse 156 15 | L | Ih bl =]l =| Gl =1 =l =] =] 6] = 19%
'ttl&hﬂﬁtﬂnn 23 - - 5_ L-L = -] = = E = a '!: - =
VoA 2 g2 A0 2 =| =y =1 =]1E|22 1 - 1 7%
_Hhm- 132 18 ) 1T T S O S ) e 11
—_El‘%gﬂ.y' ? 6 L 2 o [t Rl ] s il s PRy 2| = O
—Milden, — T Y U -
OIS bl % 1 B | =l =] =| =| =| =| =] = - Q7
Nedging with 101 ! Lﬁ 14 L | =l =] =] = =] = =] =] = = 14
Haughton, ! | i
Poletond., 197 L 30 10 20 =l Ll =] 51 1] = 6] 6] =| =, 1Eﬁ.u_h
Preston. ii & 2 | Ll -l =T=Tafj =] =] = =] 4] <! e
Bumer. 56 o -l ] ] ] =] =] =] = =] =] =] = ~
2 Moricue 95 BT 6 | 8 hl =1 = =] =] 4} =] =1 =11 __15;
90 .55 1 | 16 « Br-T-T-1T"- =[] 8] -] = 39
ttatitisham, L2 2 2 | = = =01=1T=-T-T =T =1 -=1- 5o
3,364 578 | 236 | 3u2 293520 |33]17| 46| 52|L0 (62| -| 17,
Frivate houses built post-war 110 186131315 &8 810 710 3

# 30 of these were prefobricated houses crocted
¢ ot Bildeston, at Boxford snd 14 at Lavenham.
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(v) I%EEQEEEEQLJQEQQEE. 8inece the coming into operation of the
Housing Act, 1949, until the end of 1955 the Council have authorised
Improvement Grant3 amounting to £18,301 in respcet of 89 dwellinge - the
1955 portion of this amount being £7,976 in respeet of L2 dwellings.

It is ppparent that fermers recognisc they cannot obtain the services
of an expert agricultural worker unless they can offer a firat claas
cottage with modern conveonlencosS.

The L2 dwellings, the subject of the 1955 grants; were occupied
26 by persons employed in agrieulture EEl tenents and 5 owner—-occuplers
and 16 by persons not employed in agriculture (9 tenants and 7 owncr-
occupiers).

Improvement Gronts are a positive help in the slum-clearance campalign
gepecinally in rural areas where the ususl problem is not that of the
congested clearancce area but rather the individual anfit housé.
Imoginntive re-planning when allied to an Improvement Grant often saves a
cottage Irom demolition by adding,to the charming exterion a comfortable
and healthy interior.

Not only have the Council cncouraged owners to take up Improvement
Granta, but the Council is also procecding with the re-conditioning of a
terrace of seventeenth century houses in Water Street, Lavenhoam, to &
gcheme approved by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government for
financial assistrnce under the provisions of the Housing Act,; 1949.

In one ecase, in the parish of Groton; in addition to an Improvement
Grant, a loon was advanced to cover the applicant's share of the cost of
improvement worke and repeirs.

(c) Bubsidies. No suitoble case arose during 1955 for subsidy under
the Housing Financial Provisions Act, 1933.

(@) Loans. The Council spproved loans under the provisions of the
8mall Dwellings Acguisitions Acta to ensble peresons to purchase or
construct houses Tor their own occupation (2 cascs at Boxford, 1 at
Bildeston and 1 a® Whatfield ).

(e) Sale of Council Houscs. One pre=war Council house at Whatfield
was sold to the tenant. The Couneil have azproved & losn in this case

and have also authorised the payment of an improvement grant. The tenant
has; therefore, becom: Dwnerfoccupicr froe from any further rent inercsses
that in future might arise and have to be borne hy the tenants of Council
houses - he has also improved his house by the addition of a bathroom and
¥W.C. (improvemunts that the Counecil are precluded from carrying out
themselves until the restriction in eapital expenditure is relaxed).

BECTION B,
INSPECTION AND SUPBRVISION OF FOOD.

{E] E;&% SUPELY. Almoat all the mili solc in the District is eilther
Eas eurised or T.T. pastsurisci. The prinecipal dairy is situated at
Grecnbenk", boxford. A very good standard of cleanliness with
careful pastourisation and cold storage prior to distribution is
maintained at gll times. The milk is also supplied to consumers
within parts of the Rural Districts of Melford, Samford and Gipping
and the Urban Aress of Hadleigh and Sudbury. The results of the
bacteriological analysis of samples of the milk have been satisfactory
throughout the year.

Supplemuntary Licences are in force authorising the sale of
designaoted milk in this distriet by the Bury S8t. Edmunds Co-operative
Society, Ipswich eanc Stowmarkct Co-cp.rative Bocicties, Mr. Fulcher of
Bury 8t. Edmunds and Mr, Dennison of Hadleigh.

Bupervision of milk nroducers is now carricd out by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fishuries and Food.

(b) MEAT AND OTH:: FOODS. Licences to slaughter animals for food were in
orce for two premises in Bildeston, one at Cockfield and one at
Boxford. The premises at Cockficld are used solely for the slaughter
of pilgs and one premise at Bildeston has not been used during 1955.
The remaining premise. at Bildeston anc the one at Boxford are used
more frequently, but by far the greanter part of the meat eanten in the
District is slaughtered clsewhere and bought wholesale by the majority
of the twelve butchers. The difficulty and expense of cbtaining the
scrvices of a slaughterman mekees it uneconomic for the smaller
butchers to employ them to slaughter their own animals.
The premises used are maintained in a clean condition and the
butchers co-operate in meking carcnse and offel readily available for

inspection.
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The twelve butchers shops in the diatrict are well run and =ll ihe
stalf employed appear conscious of the nscd for exercieing strict care

and attention to food hygiena.
equipment of the shopa can be obBervud.

A gradual improvement in the fittinge ond
The housewife ls dumanding

higher standards when buying foodstuffs and this appears to be causing
a2 pradual improvement in standards of handling and presentation of food

for =ale.

The same remarksapply to Lhe other types of shops in the District.

All the shops on the rounte of water mains or sewers hove taken

advantage of the facilities available.

In remote arces where mains

water is availeble but not sewer, the proprietors are encouraged to put

in drainage systeme to cesspools or aettlement tanks.

Most shop keepers

where electricity is smallable, have installed electric geysers to provide
conatant hot water over the sink.

The following toble shows the number of animals sloughterced and
inspectad in the District during the year:-

-+ Garcages and O0ffal inspected and condemned in whole or in part.

Cebtile exeluding Cowe

Cows

Calves

Sheep & Lambs| Pigs

Horacsa.

Humber killed

187

Wil

47

71

35

Nil

Humber inspected

187

Nil

L7y

i s

33

Nil

All disenses except
Tuberculosis &
Cysticarci.

Whole ecarcnseg
condemnead,

Careases of which
some part or organ
wag condemned

Poreuntage of the
number inspscted
affected with
disense other
thnn tuberculosis

Nil

Wil

Wil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Wil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Hil

Nil

mil

Nil

Wil

Hil

Hil

Nil

ﬂﬁg cysticerci.

erculoeis 0 Xa
fhole earenses
condemned.

Carcases of which
some part or organ
woee condemned.
Percentage of the
mumber inspected
affected with
Tuberculosis.

Hil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Hil

Hil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Fil

1

Hil

Nil

Nil

Wil

Cystercercosis.

Hil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Wil

(¢) ADULTERATION, ETC.
(d) CHEMICAL & BACTLRIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION.

(e) HUTRITION,

(f) BHELL-FISH.
(g) WATER-CRESS.

FOODSTU

os it for human consumption.

No changes

« 31 tins of Batchelor's Butter Beans werc surrendered

—CREAM, There are no premises licenced for the manufacture of ice-

ergom in the Rursl District,

21l rotailers ars registered for the

storage and sale of pre-packed ice-crenm. No ice-crurm is sold from
shops within the District other than that which has beun pre-packed.
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I0TION F
PREVALECE OF & G{IHTR%"G:?ER;___' TRFLCTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

The following table shows the number of Infectious Discases among
the eivilicn population during the year. These are the finel numbers
after correctiors subssquently made clther by the Notifying Medierl
Practiticoner or by the HMsdiezl Bupsrintondent of the Infectious Disease
Hospitel,
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In the past 12 years only one case of Diphtheria has occurred in
Cosford.

During 1955 the incidence of Scarlet Fever and Whooping Cough was
average, that of liensles (143) was slightly asbove the averags (110 for

{gghpﬂst 15 year-) following & wvery light oceurcncc of only 6 cases in

The 5 casce of Food Poisoning were all part of a single outbreak
originating from Inswiech through meat pies, the organism concernsd being
coagulnse positive Staphlococcus iureus. These cases occurred in the
third gquarter of thc year, sgm;tums of diarrhoes and wvomiting, weskngsa

and perspiration occurring 3 to 4 hours after ingestion and lasting
about 3 hours - all recovered.

Thers was no undue incidence of any other infectious disecse.

PUBEROULOSTS.

NEW CASES. Now Caseg and hortality.

Hﬂi 1552- 1 5 - 1 - 1 1- 1
Pulmonary 1Y 5 % [ & E'
Non-FPulmonary Hil 3 L 3 i | 2

%Egg of Cosecs notified in 1955:=

lmonary, Males 30, y B35 & 59 years.

MORTALITY., There were no Tuberculosis deaths during 1955.
TUBLRCULOSIS REIGISTER.

Pulmonary. |Non-Pulmonary. Total,
. 8 at comue : 20 & 26 25
Z2s Notifiud first in 1955, R lf - Er -
5s Restored %o Remister, =3 - = = = - -
& : ad b gefers. 1 1 - - 1 1
Je Cases romoved from Repister. | 5 3 1 i | L e
2s Romoining at end of 1955, - g | 1}—“3 ) | EEe
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