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The follewing table glves the causes and the number of denths cecurring
at the various gge groups. The totals correspond with the Regisirar

Genernl's ripures.

As in last year's report the deaths have been classified to conform with
implementation of the World Health Organisation Nomenclaturs Regulations,
1948 = thesc regulntions being set out on pages 371-376 of the Tniernaiiconal
Stotistieal Classification of Disenses, Injuries snd Couses of Death,1l948.

CAUSES OF DE.ATH.

Deathe at the sub-joined ages of "RESIDENTS"
whether ogeurring in or beyond the District.
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DEATHS OF COSFORD RESIDENTS IN PLST DECALE.
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SECTICH _ B.
GENERAL PROVISION COF HLoJ4H SERVICES IN THE ARBA.

{a) LARORATORY RACILITIES. The Bmergency Publie Health Laboretory
Service provides the District with an excellent bacteriolepglenl service -
for soe parts of the District it is morec convenient to usc the Ipswich
Laborstory, wnder the directorship of Dr. P Martin, for the rest of 4
District the Laboratory ot Combridse, undur the dirvetorship of

Dr. B. M. Fry, is prefcrablo,. LBoth Dr. kartin and Dr. Fry have proved
moat roady to discuss and ndviee on any epifcemiological or similar problom.

Chemical analyses are enrriced out by Dr. 8. OGreenburgh, Publie annlyst,
Tenizson Rond, Cambridge, who nlso pgives an efficient ond helpful scrvice.

{b) LMBULANCE F.CILITIES. These scrviees sinee July 1953 hove been
provided dircctly by the County Council under the direeticn of Dr. Ds dis
MeCrackon, the County lModical Officer of Health.

{c) NURSING IN THE HOME. Thc West Suffolk County Council Distriet
Nuree Midwivee cnrpy cut thesc dutics.

{d} CLINEGS LHD TRELTHENT CENTRES. Thessa are not the responsihility
agf the Burnl Distriet Counecil.

{G) HOSPIT:LE. The use of hospitals by Cosford resldents is indicntod
by the Folleowing information with regard to live birthe and deaths:-

70 (52,) of the 134 live births took place at the resident's home in
pur District.

Of the 121 denthsy 73 (60,) occurred a2t the resicent's own home in the
Coaford Matriets 0Of the remeining L4, there were 45 in hospitals, ns
underi=

5 Bury St. Ddmnds, (8t. lary's Hospital)

e M i ", (West Buffolk Hospital)
1 Edmonton (North iiddleaex Hospitnl
g I Bwich, Borough General Hospital
5 " s (Bast Euffolk Hospital)

2 " St. Hel. 1'"s Hospitnl)

2 Suﬁhury, St. Loon.rd's Hoapital)
1 y (Wolnuttree Hospital)

SECTION c.
SANTTARY CIRCULSTLNCLS OF THE 4uRCi.

1. (1) WATER. At the end of 1954 the parishes of 4Aldham, Groton and
Liilden were still without a piped water supply. S8mall installgtions
were in use in the following prrishes:-—

EBoxford - supplied firom the Doxford Bore.

Bdwardetone - ports suppliad from the Boxford Dore and the counecil
house site by the bors therc.

Elmesett - The Council-housc site boro.

Lindeey - Small publie bore and tnnk.

Whatfield — Small public bore and tahi,

Kerscy, anlthough supplied for the most part from the Comprehonsive Scheme
atill made use of the council house site bore.

g stert having buen mnde on the Pumping Stntion at Semer for the
Comprehenasive Scheme, port of the parish of Kersey and the rumnining 16
porishes in which nlready 5C miles of Comprehensive Scheine water-mains
And been 1lnid used water purchased in bulk from the Thingoe R.D.C. This
amounted to 38,303,000 goallons during 105L, which is an avernpe of
105,200 gnllona per day throughout the yeor, but three times the nmount of
water woe being purchnsed in Becember thnt was boupght in Janunry.

During 1954 the usec of the Layham, folstead, Nedging and Bildeston
instollation wne discontinued ns the Comprcehensive Scheme hnd become
avallable in these poarishes - this change over wos hastened by ths brenk-
down of the Nedging and Bilcdeston works.

The table on the following page indicntes the number of houses in each
parish which have o plped woter supplys The numbers connectud durins each
of the lost five yenrs are nlso indiented ns is the number of houscs
within 200 feet of a etandpipe nnd the number of additionsl metered
supolics. .
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The adcitional metered supplies are to form premises, dairies and business
premisee.

e e  a

Lenks oceurred in the 3" mains which have been in serviee for some
time, but these were repsired without causing nny major dislocation of the
service.

One leck took plnce in the new mains, in the 7" pipes between
Chelsworth and Bildeston, but this wns also specdlly repnired.

In December an undetected lenk oceurrcd in a neighbouring district, and
this had the effcct of draining the manins in three parishes in this District
for one day; these three parishus have nlso been adversely affected from
:imﬁ to time by minor technical difficultice at the Thingoe R.D.C. water

OWED »

In the severe weather in January, the pipes at the water tower on the
Kerscy Housing 8ite froze and could not be effectively clearcd until the
temperature rose.

In peneral the demond for water hes been good in all the parishes
through which the new mains have passed, and in some cnses it hns beon
exceptional .,

; During the yeor some 277 connections had been made affording a
eupply to a further 379 properties mnd slso 735 more metered supplies.

linter Carting. No carting of water was necessary during the year.

liater Bamples. OFf 66 hacteriological snmples taken from publie supplies,
589 were rcported rs © satisfactory. Of the 7 samples reported as
unsatisfactory, 4 were from the small works at .ldhom where the storone is a
emall tank at pground level - Comprehensive Scheme water is now available to
all houscs previously served from this source. The other 3 unsatisfactory
samples were from different parts of the district and as follow-up samples
were found to be satisfactory it is possible that some slight loceal
pollution of tap or washer cpuscd the adversa rcports.

: Of 17 esmples token from private supplies, 10 were found to be
unsatisfactory, and efforts werc made to persuade the owners to improve

. the supply or altecrnetiively to connect to the mains.

i






of tho Surveyor.

The following table indicates the number of houses in each porish
which have modern drainage and are connucted to sewase disposal plants,
The numbers thus connceted during each of the past four years arc also
indicated:=-

M = liajor Scheme. |Total Houses|Houses with
in Parish. Bewae Connected durins
at jl.lE.ELL. 1 - Prior to
Humber & e | 185k.1653.11852,11951, | 1951,

_Srettenham. 1004 i [ %_ ?T E - i)
“Dildestcn.  lis 245 162 % h o 5 - -
Soxford. Is 272 151 B, 16 13 62 - e
Cockfield, 242 Ll 185 & - = - 30
_Edwordstone. i 119 27 235 1 4] 1. [ 1
Blmegtts Il 20 187 = = - - 20
Hitcham, 210 10 i - - - = 15
Kerscy. 1&% 13 i - L ﬂ~ - g
Lavenham. M. 5 Su B by S0 (B VA O O R ¢ -

Layhoits 130 1l 117 I n - - £
Hilden, T il Z; 1l = - = =
_lionks Eleirn, 156 T B - - - - 0
Polstead. 155 23 124 L - N - 15
_Thorpe loricux. 96 g fL7 B = = i) -
Whatfield, 09 . D 7 4 | - = - 20
o 2,718 *_E§§ 3L 147 _EDh IElu ??2 145 ]

935 houses is 20 of the total number of houses in the District (3,329).
# 1l houses connected to Doxford Scheme.

The good use of the three major schemes is better indieated by
comparing the number of dwellings on the route of the sewsrs with the
number now making use of the sewcrs. Thus:-

ﬂﬁ Lg?enham 388 (797) of the 491 houses on the route are connected.
Bildeston 182 (79¢7) " " 530 TR " " " "

" Boxford(with part
of Edwardstone)

152 {?2?) it i -E-EE, LI il i i " "

These hiph percentages are attributed to the Council's poliey to
offer, for a limited time, s pront of half the coet, up to 2 maximum prant
of £15, to carry out the conversion of earth closets to water closets.

The grant was made available both for dwelling houses and for business

promises™s The time limit for Lavenham expired on 30th September, 1554,

Tlggﬁé?ess premises connscted:Lavenham 10 of 24,Bildeston 1l of 15 & Boxford
*15 sewage effluent samples were submitted for analysis by the Essex

River Board Pollution Prevention and Fisheries De artment from these th
L I : ree
works with the following results:- . .

Total. Satisfactory. Slirshtly below
Et-ﬂ néard.
Lavenham T
2ildeston [ g ﬁ
Boxford [ L 2

That 10 samples werc slightly below standard is related t 43
standard of a maximum of thirty parts per million of suspended maﬁtiﬁeaﬂéfh
also to the fact that the number of houscs connected had not at that time
been sufficient to ensure the volume of sewage approached the flow for which
the worke are designed. 4t the end of July 1955 the large party of Eosux
River Doard kiembers and Officisls who inspected the Doxford Works expressed
themselves as very pleased with the deaimn, layout, standard of maintenance
and working of the sewapge disposal plants.
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In cormmection with these major schemes may be recorded that
(a) sewsrs were extended during the year in Laveunham to provide facilitiasz
for drainage and conversion of carth closets to water closets to a grovp
of Almshouses in Chureh Street and (b)) at Dildeston it was necessary for
the Council %o issue a statutory notice which had the effect of abatbting
a nuigance Irom inodeguote drainape by having the dwelling connccted o
the Bewer.

In connection with the minor sewage schemes during 1954:-

(a) Whatfield. A new council housing site disposal works was
gonstructod to decl with U post and 4 pre-war council housce
and one licensed house, entailing provision of settlement
tanks, c¢jector pumps, aeration filters and humus tanks.

(b) Milden. 4 similar works to deal with 4 post ang 2 pre-war
epuneil houses woas provided.

(c) Cockficld. In order to improve the quality of the effluent an
extension to the Housing Site sewage disposal works was
earried out inwolving the provision of an additional settlement
tank, ejector pump, nerstion Tilter and humas tanl.

(&) Hitcham. It wne plonned to extend the settlement tank to
Becurc an improvement to the discharge from thesc works.

(e) Polstead. Irrigantion into the langd E@gﬁgﬁ%&&fuctﬂry for some
yeara, but additionsl houscs to serve necegaary the
provision of an perntion filter and a humus tank.

(f) Loyham. The area used for land treatment of the effluent from
the settlement tonk is becoming sewage sick and with additional
houses in eourse of consatruction it wlll scon he necessary Lo
provide an aeration filter and humus tank.

Tha remaining minor schemesa Ffunectioned reasonably satisfactorily
althourh adjustments to restart the pumps wore on occasion necessary at
drettenham and Elmsett,

De-sludging of these minor works is enrried out with the Council'es
acsapool emptier.

2. RIVERS .HD STRL.NS. With the completion of scwage schemes in
the larger more built-up parishes of Lavenham, Bildeston and Doxford
an important step has been tnken to eurtail the extensive pollution of
the Rivers Brett and Box that previously took place.

Bome contamination of the River Drett and a tributery occurs at
lionks Eleigh and Kersey, where the Councll have instructed their
Consulting Engineers to make a survey and report as to the possibilities
and probable cost of sewering these parishes, as also of Chelsworth.

Extensions to the Houeing Bite Dispesal works carricd out during
the year have been desipned to give a bettor gqunlity sffluent discharging
into the warious streams and wntercourses.

3« (i) CLOSET ..CCOMUODATION. 152 conversions of earth closets to
water closets have taken place during 1954. In the parishes of Lavenham
and Dildeston 797 ond in Doxford 72 of the dwellings on the route of
the sewcrs have the amenity of o V.C. Finanecial assistnnce to encourage
owners to ecarry out eloszet conversions continmes in foree in Boxford and
Bildeston. The Council withdrew the assistance offered in Lavenham
after 30th September, 1954. The Council authorised the issune of
Statutory Notices requiring the provision of ".C's. to 14 dwellings in
Lavenham. The owners have complied with 12 of these notices.

In the remainder of the district most working-cleoas houses have
pail eloseta. At the bezinning of the year nightsoil wollection was
continued in the parishes of Lavenham, Doxford, Bildeston and Kersay.
Due to the saving in the time taken to collect nightsoil in the pariches
where closet conversions are taking place it has been possible to extend
the service to pive a weekly nightsoil collection to Greoton, Honks
aleirh, Brettenham and Vihatfield.
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{iv}SHOPS LND OPFICES. Improvements to shops and oifices have taken
place during the year particularly in the provision of drainage and
sanitary accommodatlion.

(v) CLMPING SITES. There is no repular camping site within the Rural
District. Bighteen licences to occupy carevans ware in force at the end cf
1954. The caravans are mostly occcupied by scasonal workers on farme or as
an amnex to a cottage to provide an additional bedrcom. In Boxford an
encampment of 5 families live on one site which has been approved by the
Council and the Town snd Country Planning Authority. In all cases where the
Council suthorise the issue of a caravan licence the following conditions
are attached:-

{a) That a supply of wholesome water sufficient for the occupiers of
the caraven be provided within a ressonable distance thercof.

{b) That adequate sanitary and drainage arrangements be provided to
the satisfaction of the Council's Survcoyor.

{c) That a suitable receptacle for house refuse be provided.

{d} That the site be kept in 2 clean and tidy condition and no other
unauthorised buildings be erected thercon.

(vi) SMOKE ABATEMENT. There were no cases of nuisance from excessive
smoke in the Rural Districte.

(vii) SWUIMMING B.THS. There are no swimming baths in the district.

(viii) ERADIC..TION OF BiD IUGS. No bed bug infestation was reported
op discovered during the year. 5 cases of flea infestation were reported
in non-council houses. These were very effectively dealt with by Council
Officinls using Messrs. Coopour MeDougal & Robertson's Multispray.

(ix) RODENT CONTROL. The regular survey and treatment of premises to
gradicate rodent infestatlions was carricd out during the year by lir. R-We
Fenning, the Rodent Operator, under Mpr, Hine's direction. Particular
attention was given tc the sewers and refusc tips under the control of Ll
Council. On the following page is a summary of the Rodent Operator's
work.

{1] THE RAG FLOCK & OTHER FILLING MATERILLS »CT, 1951, There are no
premises in the Distriet which reguire registration or liceneging under the
above fAct. The premises in the District whiech earry out upholstery work
only carry out repair, re-making and reconditioning of articles and are
thercfore exempt from registration under Section 1 (2) (a) of the hAct
which 1s required for manufacture of new goods.

(x1) BCHOOLS. There arc 12 village schools in use in the Rural
Distriet. 4ll the schools with the exception of Edwardstonc were connected
to a mains water supply at the end of 1954. (.. mains supply has now been
laid on to Edwardstone School).

The Education juthority have not yet been able to realise the hope
axprassed in the 1952 and 1953 Jnnual Reports that a V.C. conversion
scheme would be arranged at Doxford School, a connection from the
sewerage system to the school boundary havine been provided by the Rural
District Council towards the end of 1951.

(xii) PUBLIC HOUSES. The extension of the Council's water mains
during the yuar has ensbled a piped supply of water to be taken into
six Licenced Houses in the disgtrict which formerly had to cepend on well
water of doubtful guality. Improvements to the sanitary accommodation
have been carricd out to public houses within the Distriet. DExtensive
reconditioning of the Monks Eleigh S8wen is proceeding and a start has been
%ﬂdznﬁn the construction of a new hotel to replace the Cock Inn at
[ Sifle

The Drewery Companies are bringing their housces up to modern standards
ag main services become available; by the end of 1954 there were, of the
LO Licensed Premises in Oosfcrd., 20 with W.C. connected to cesspools or
main drainage and a main water supply.


















L. Housing Act, 1936 - Port IV - Overcrowding.

{E} (1) Number of dwullings overcrowded at the and ol the year 1
(1i) Fumber of familics dwelling thoercin i1
{iii) Number of persons dwellling therein T
(b) FHumber of new cases of overcrowding reported during the year .1
(¢} (1) Numbcr of cnses of overcrowding relieved during the year 1
(ii) Number of persons concerned in such cnses i)
(d) Particulnrs of any cases in which dwellinghouses have ngain  Nil

become overcrowded after the Loenl duthority haviing tnken
stecps for the abatement of overcrowcing.

The Registrar-General's estimate of the resident population in 1954
was 9,470 persons - the number of inhabited houses at the end of the year
according to the Rate Book was 3,329 - an averare of 2.04 persons per houss
throurhout the Digtrict,

The Council's 1954 contribution te the housing needs of the District
falls under five heads - the provision of new houses, grants for lmprove-
mentscubeidies, loans for house purchase and sale of Council houses - 1in
pecition to the general repair and mointenance of exlsting houses.

{a) New houses provided in the post-war years are listed in the
following table - the parish and year in which th¢ Council houses were builc
heing indicated as glao the number of pre-war councgil houscs:-
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% 30 of these were prefsbricated houses crccted
& at Bildeston, & at Doxford and 1k at Lavenham.
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{b) Improvements Grants. The Council encouragse applicaticns for
improvement Grants to assist in the improvement and reconditieoning of
gwaellinps within the Bural District. Durirs 1954 the Council apsroved
applications for Improvements in respect of a further 31 dwelllings to an
amount of £6,704. Sincs the coming into operation of the Housing lAet,loLo,
until the end of 1954 the Councll had authorised Improvement Grauts
amcunting to £10,325 in respect ol 47 dwellings,

The Council is also playing an active part in preserving and reconditions
ing sultable preoperties themselves. A terrace of 6 XV1lth century houses
were purchased in Water Street, Laverhom and daring 1954 a terrace of 2
bungelows and 2 houscs ware oreeted in surplus garden at the rear. Familica
will be tranaferred from the old cottases to the new, to facilitate the
reconditioning of the old cottagcs to 4 scheme which haes bheen approved by
the Ministry of Housing and Local Government.

The encouvarement given by the Council to property owners to ibprove
their colbtapes with the aid of improvement pgronts is raising the stondards
of eomfort and amenity in dwellings threouphout the distriet, and in scme
bordarline cases the giving of n prant has broupht a reconditioning schems
rather than tho demolition of the cottage concerned. IEach house saved in
this way effects an economy in so far as the Council does not have to take
agriculiural land to provide a new site with provision of roads, sowers and
water maina to provide o replocenont house.

The Council advanced leans under the provisiona of the Housing Act,l1549,
w0 finanece elosel eonversion schumes in respeet of 2 cottapes at Boxford.

{e) ggg%;giegu During 1954 a bungnlow was ercected at Hitcham for
ocecupatien by on agricultural worksr and subsidy pranted to the orner uwadsr
the Housing Financial Provisions dct, 1938,

{a) Loons. The Council approved loans under the provisions of the Smail
Dwellings Acquisition Act, 1099-1923, to enablc persons to purchascg Jor
their own occupation, existing houses (1 case in the parish of Kersey,

1 at Boxford and 2 at Lavenhom).

Two loans were approved (both in the parish of Doxford) where tho
applicants consiructed their own bungelowe, the work bein; done in the
applicant's spare time. As a result of this one applicant vacated a
Council house and one hed his name removed from the woiting list for a
Counecil housa.

({a) %gle of Council House. Ong pre-war Council house ot Hitcham wes
gold to the cccupier during 1954. The occuplier thus became sure that his
repaymoents would not wvary ras often misht his rent) and by frevins the

Couneil of paymont of annunl rate contributions on this house allowed the
money to be diverted to help another necdy casce

SECTION B
INSPLCTION »~ND SUPSRVISION CF FOOD.

(a) MILEK SUPFLY. almost all the milk sold within the District is either
pastourised or T.T. pastecuriscd. The principal deiry within the
Ruaral District is situated at "Greunbank", Boxford. A very high
gqunlity pastourised and tuberculin tested milk is supplied to a larec
part of the Rural District from this dairy. This nilk is also
eupplicd to consumers within the Rural Districts of Helford, Samford and
Gipping,; the Urban District of Hadleigh and the Borough of Sudbury.
The results of the baeteriologiecal annlysis of somples of the milk
heve been very satiasfactory throuphout the year.

Supplementary Licences cre in force in this district authorising the
Bury 8%, Edmunds, Ipewich and Stowmorket Co-operative Socletlies to
reftail pasteurised and T.T. milk within this district. E
Supcrvision of milk producers is now carried out by the Ministry of
Apriculture and Fisherics. :

(b) MEAT .ND OTHER FOODS. The war-time arrangements for central slaughtering
came to an end on 29th Junc, 1954. Prior to this, joint consultntion
took placce between the Council end the Sudbury nnd Distriet Meat
Retallers on the gquestion of slaughtering facilities ~nd the re-
licensing;: of slaupghter houses. .\ sub-commitiee of the Heanlth Committes
inspected slaughtering premiscs and recommended that, after necessary
improvements had been carried out licences to sloughter should be

authoriaed at two slaughter houses in Bildeston, 1 at Cockfield and
1 at Boxford,
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