[Report 1910] / Medical Officer of Health, Coseley U.D.C.

Contributors

Coseley (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1910

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/dugwfcmh

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

COSELEY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Rnnual Report

QF THE

MEDICATSOFFICER OF HEALTH
(W. M. CLENDINNEN, M.B., Ch.B., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.)

TO THE
SANITARY AND EDUCATION AUTHORITY
ON THE

Health of the District

AND THE

Medical Inspection of School Children

FOR THE YEAR

[910.

PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE SANITARY AND
EDUCATION AUTHORITY.

DUDLEY :
HeEraLp Press, Priory STREET.

Q3315



Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2017 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b29123410




COSELEY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.
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To the Chairman and Members of the Coseley Urban
District Council.
GENTLEMEN,—

I have the honour of submitting my Sixteenth Annual Report.

The District has Sedgley for its boundary on the West, the County
Borough of Dudley on the SBouth, Wolverhampton and Bilston on the
North, and Tipton on the East. Its general altitude is high, being
about 730 feet at the highest point adjoining Sedgley, and falling
towards the East as low as 470 feet above sea level.

The natural drainage is by three or four small streams flowing east-
wards into tributaries of the Tame,

The subsoil is mostly heavy clay, and the subsoil water is in some
parts exceedingly near the surface.

The area of the District is 3,973 acres, and the population, which
has not altered much during the last 40 years, is 22,218, according to
the last census, giving an average of 5.6 persons per acre,

The population, which consists chiefly of colliers and ironworkers, is,
however, by no means evenly distributed, but is concentrated at several
points, forming nine hamlets, the interveninz portions of the Distriet
being more rural as regards density of population.

Subsidences of the surface are frequent, and the ground is much
honeyeombed and fissured owing to mining operations.

VITAL STATISTICS.

The number of births registered during the year was 675, comprising
330 males, and 345 females, a deerease of 65, as compared with 1904,
Taking the population at 22,250, this gives an annual birth-rate of
30.33 per thousand.

The deaths registered were 283, comprising 149 males and 134 females,
being a decrease of 75 as compared with last year, and giving a death-
rate of 12.7 per thonsand per annum, or adding 42 deaths of residents
peenrring outside the distriet (of which 26 were males and 16 females),
14.6 per thousand per annum,



TABLE 1.

URBAN DISTRICT OF COSELEY.

Vital Statistics of whole district during 1910 and previous years.

E I Deaths | ; é z 2. Mett Deaths at
R ool pRe e "\ Total Deaths =z £ 12 % (B EE allAges belong.
E | [ atall Ages ' Tesald 2= ingrothe
Zul {Year of Age =2 S| Emadleg2s  Distrlet
ek | == E|EgsE E 1‘:_-'3:'
a2 | SEE | ;EE:'-EE'EQ bt
Year | B2 | 3 g |&EE| § | 22 o SR ESRET= B
g2l g | 8 |88 & |,  |gefisetzlzizs £
s B | 5 Rae® 5 |za8 5 |Rate? eld"2%g g5 = (Rate®
E‘ & & = i = | Fa |82 |5 =2 Z
1 2 3 | 4 5 [ L | o 10 | 11 12 | 18
: 1 :
M) 22,000 | TV [ 853 | 130 174 $58 | 206 1 16 e | 213
{
1901 82018 | o1 | 366 | 13D 170 4l | 1873 | 14 415 | 153
|
192 b b 20T | 363 134 [ (3 260 | 166 15 3ET | 174
|
TiWER 22,850 8040 | 863 1 1534 804 1177 | 14 400 | 154
1001 | 22,250 | 754 [sas | 126 | 167 | 361 [162 | 18 | 374 |16
1005 | 22,250 | 818|865 | 102 | 125 | 850 [1613 | 22 | 881|170
154043 paann | TVE BT | 0T | 125 886 | 151 | 22 858 | 160
| e |
LIWT Qe on0 | T49 | 835 | 116 | 152 6T | 1674 i b 309 | 17
|
1= 42,960 THT | 3402 92 120 318 | 14729 | 23 3400 | 15728
|
100 | 22,250 | T40 (8325 | 8BS | 115 | 358 16.{!5! RS 8L | 17757
Averages | i
Jor years | ggo18 | 7 |34 [ [ 244 | 8T |26 | 25 | 802 176
? el poreife o s ORNERRER LI
1000 22060 G5 | 3033 T8 1.6 SRR | by 43 32 14"
|
' | {
* Hates in Columns 4, 8, and 13 caleulated pere 1,000 of estimated population.
Total population at all ages 22,218
INumber of inhabited houses i : 4,655 At
Average number of persons per house ... 497 Census
Area of District, in Acres (exclusive of area I of 1901
covered by water) 3,073



TABLE SHOWING DEATHS AND DEATH-RATE EACH MONTH
OCCURRING IN THE DISTRICT.

Month Deaths Rate Month Deaths Rate
January (4 weeks) 23 12.96 July (4 weeks) 15 8.7
February (4 weeks) 3t 19.8 August (4 weeks) 19 11.1
March (5 weeks) 34 15.9 September (5 woeks) 19 8.8
April (4 weeks) 29 16 7 October (4 weeka) 17 9.9
May (4 weeks) 20 11.68 November (4 weeks) 16 9.3
June (5 weeks) 31 14.4 December (5 weeks) 28 12.7

ZYMOTIC DISEASES.

The following table gives the deaths and death-rate from these
diseases during the past five years. There were 27 deaths in 1910,
representing a Zymotie death-rate of 1.2 per thousand.
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The following table shows the mortality amongst children under one
year, and the population per thousand births registered for the previous
five years: —

Deaths under Mortality per

Year One Year 1000 Births
1909 B85 115
1908 g2 120
1207 116 152
1806 a7 125
1905 102 125
492 637

Average number of deaths for years 1905-1909, 98,
Average death-rate per thousand births, 127,

In 1910 there were 78 deaths under one year of age, and a mortality
of 115 per thousand births registered.



TABLE
COSELEY URBAN DISTRICT.

Vital Statistics of separate Localities in 1910 and previous years.
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The chief features of the statistics are a lower birth-rate, a lower
death-rate, a stationary infantile mortality rate, along with an absence,
comparatively speaking, of deaths from Zymotic Diseases.

The fall in the birth-rate is most remarkable. The rate has fallen
7 per thousand in 10 years, equal to an average of 0.7 per thousand for
cach of the years. The figures for 1910, when compared with 1904,
however, show a fall of 3 per thousand for last year. The general death-
rate is nearly 3 per thousand less than the average of the preceding 10
vears, while the Zymotic death-rate is only 1.2 per thousand,

There were 78 deaths among infants under 1 year of age, a diminu-
tion of 7 as compared with 1909, but, as the births have decreased so
much, the infantile mortality rate, hased on 1,000 births, is at the same
figure as that of 1909,

Of the 78 deaths, 26 were due to Congenital Defect, Premature Birth,
Debility from Birth, ete.  Of the remainder, no doubt fully 50 per cent.
may be looked upon as distinetly preventable, and arising from want
of care and improper clothing and feeding. The Notification of Births
Act has not yet been adopted in your distriet, but there is ample scope
for the services of a Female Health Visitor, such as would be required
to follow up the notifications. If she were one who possessed the natural
gifts necessary for a sympathetic understanding of poor and ignorant
women, the good which might be done is immeasurable. There can be
no reasonable doubt that the infant mortality rate would be diminished,
and that the rising generation would start life with sounder constitu-
tions. For instance, taking this year’s figures. which do not show a
high mortality rate, 32 children died of Convulsions, Bronchitis,
Pneumonia, and Diarrhea

Many mothers feed their children wrongly, they do not observe
proper intervals between meals, they do not take precautions to prevent
flies and other polluting agents having access to milk, simply becanse
they do not grasp the importance of these points. The result is often
sastro-intestinal disturbances, the child becomes very fretful, and
recourse i1s often had to soothing syvrups and all kinds of mixtures from
the chemist, and death by convulsions is frequently associated with
such a history.

Again, in the ease of deaths from Bronchitis and Pneumonia, many
children are inadequately elothed, and exposed to great vicissitudes of
temperature, and foul air of overcrowded bedrooms, and such causes
will induce Bronchitis and Pnenmonia.,

I therefore recommend your earnest consideration of the Notification
of Births Aects, with a view to its adoption, and the appointment of a
health visitor,

Such a person could lay emphasis upon the important points in the
rearing of babies, and gradually eduecate the mothers to appreciate the
value of fresh air, cleanliness, and proper feeding and clothing. An-
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other matter which 1s subsidiary to this subject is the condition known
as Opthalmia Neonatorum. This is an affection of the ecyes of newly-
born children, which is a fruitiul source of blindness, and which can
only be cured by prompt and skiiful treatment. This condition should
be made notifiable and its treatment arranged lor,

In this connection also 1 would again point out the advisability of
adopting certain portions of the Public Iealth Acts Amendment Act,
1907. 1t is adoptive in whole or in parts, and containg many valuable
powers,

I regret that the Regisirar General has advised the Liegistrar that
he should discontinue distributing the cards of instructions as to baby
feeding.

MEASLES.

There has been no death from this disease during the yvear, although
there were some cases in the Kotingshall portion of your district in May
and June. Owing to the system of notification by the teacher, of absent
children, which is now carried out, I became aware of these cases.

SCARLET FEVER.

In the first quarter of the vear 10 cases were notified, in the second
G, in the third 16, and in the last 19.

Five cases occurred in Coseley proper, 12 cases in Brierley, 27 in
Ettingshall, and 7 in Woodsetton.

Only one death occurred. Scarlet Fever is certainly becoming a
much milder disease than it used to be, and the number ol cases notified
most certainly does not represent the total prevalence.

On receipt of notification the house is visited, and a record made
of the number of rooms and general sanitary condition of the premises,
the number of inmates and their occupation, the Day and Sunday
Schools attended, and particulars taken of the sources of the water and
milk supply.

The notifications are communicated to the School Authorities on the
day of receipt, and by their regulations all children Irom infected
houses are excluded from school for a period of eight wecks.

On my recommendation, printed, stamped post cards have been sup-
plied, on which the medical attendant can notify when an infeected
house is ready for disinfection The Inspeetor uses o Mackenzie Spray
for disinfection, but thorough disinfection, in the majority of cases, is
impracticable without a steam disinfector.

I hope that a Hospital for isolation of these cases, properly equipped
with a disinfector, will soon be available.

WHOOPING COUGH.

This disease prevailed during the months January to July, both
inclusive, and caused 9 deaths, all under five years ol age.



SMALL-POX.
This disease has been entirely absent from the district throughout
the year. Isolation is provided for in the Hospital of the Joint Board.
The number of unvaceinated children is quickly increasing, and it
the discase is introduced there is every likelihood of a large outbreak.

DIPHTHERIA AND MEMBRANEOUS CROUP,

Nine cases were notified. No deaths oceurred.

The following is a copy of a cirenlar letter sent to medical practi-
tioners regarding the supply of Antitoxin:—

January 10th, 1911.
Dear Sir,

The Council beg to inform you that in accordance with the recent
circular of the Local Government Doard they have empowered their
Medical Officer of Health to supply ANTITOXIN to Medical Practi-
tioners for use in cases of Diphtheria ocenrring in the homes of poor
persons in the Urban Distriet of Coseley.

The SERUM may be had on application to the Medical Officer of
Health at his residence at any time. The Council have also instructed
their Medical Officer of Health to supply the Serum at his discretion for
use as a prophylactic. The Council are anxious to emphasise the need
for prompt application of the remedy, as it is found to be of little use
to apply it in late stages of the disease. At least 4,000 units should be
administered in the initial dose, and a further dose given if necessary.

The severity of the disease and not the age of the patient should be
the guide to the dose necessary.

For prophylactic purposes it is suffcient if persons in close contact
with the ease receive 2,000 units. The passive immunity induced lasts
a short time (two or three weeks).

The Council wish to point out that BACTERIOLOGICAL
examination in a recognised Laboratory is desirable in all cases of sus-
pected Diphtheria, and they therefore desire that Medical Practitioners
will take a swab from the throat in all eases at the time the injection
of Antitoxin is administered, unless this has been done previously.

The materials necessary may be obtained on application to the
Medical Officer of Health,

The SWAB should be forwarded to the Bacteriological Laboratory,
BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY.
PUERPERAL FEVELR.
Four cases were notified and two ended fatally.
The facts were investigated by the Local Supervising Authority,
who are enforeing the Midwives Act and gradually putting a stop to the
practice of midwifery by incompetent persons.

10



PHTHISIS,

Under the Local Government Board Regulations, 3 cases of Pul-
monary Tuberculosis oceurring amongst paupers were notificd.  One
case, that of g woman, was reported by the Workhouse Medical Officer,
as she, before entering the Infirmary, had been resident in this distriet.
The premises were found to be in a satisfactory condition,

Another case was reported from Spring Road.  Nuisances arising
from defective drainage exist at this property.

The patient was offered accommodation at the Workhouse Shelters
but he did not go. He is now bed-ridden and a great danger to his wife"
and children.

Another case was reported from 61 Chapel Street. This house was
in a dirty condition, with defective yard paving, closets and drains.

These cases, reported by Poor Law Medical Officers, are mostly in
an advanced and hopeless stage of the disease. They do not come under
the Guardians until their resources are exhausted, Often, unfor-
tunately, they are men in the prime of life with a young and increasing
family. There is therefore great danger, owing to their serious and
despondent, condition, of infection of the other members of the family.
No out-relief should be given in these cases unless the sanitary con-
dition, cubic space, and management of the house is such as to minimise
of fresh air and will no longer tolerate closed bedroom windows, They
also learn to avoid dust in the home, and indiseriminate expectoration.
the risk of infection. A Health Visitor could do much good in such
CABES.

The aim, however, should be to discover cases earlier, and give them
the educational and other benefits of Sanatorium treatment. After a
short stay in such an institution patients appreciate the absolute need

In many cases, with a prolonged stay, cure is no doubt possible, but
most Institutions of this kind are very expensive, being carried on for
profit, and until public opinion is more thoroughly aroused such eurative
Institutions will not be available for the general community.

When, however, as is likely, compulsory insurance against sickness
comes into force, the point will be driven home that such treatment
witl be the cheapest and most efficient means of dealing with adult
Consumptives. In the meantime such a scheme as that suggested,
whereby the cheaper educational treatment could be provided in the
South Staffordshire Joint Small-Pox Hospital, should he supported. To
prevent Tuberculosis arising, apart from securing healthy homes and
the avoidance of infection from one person to another, an essential
measure is the closing of the other channels by which Tubercle gains
entrance to the body, viz., Tubercular Meat and Milk. Although much
more Tubercular Meat is sold for food than is dreamed of by the publie,
the milk is the chief danger,

11
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A large percentage of dairy cattle are Tubercular. A practical
means of attacking this problem is to deal with the Tuberculous animal
on the farm, and so protect the public from the dangers of Tuberculous
Meat and Milk. Every encouragement should be given by the assistance
of public money to the testing and re-testing of the animals. Those
reacting onght to be isolated, and calves born of reacting animals should
be at once removed w a healthy shed and not fed on Tuberculous
Milk unless it has been sterilised. They will then grow up healthy, and
it is possible, by repeated testing and isolation, to eradicate the disease
from a herd. Reacting animals which have a market value might be
taken over by the community.

Those with advanced or generalised Tuberculosis, or Tuberculosis of
the Udder, should be destroved, but it would be most unwise to pay com-
pensation out of publiec funds for slaughtered animals showing advanced
or generalised Tuberenlosis or Tuberculosis of the Udder.

During the year there were 17 deaths from Phthisis and 18 from
other Tubercular Diseases.

Your Counecil supply spittoons and disinfectants, and on a death
oceurring the house is disinfected,

I advised a voluntary system of notification last year, but as vet
this has not been adopted.

ENTERIC FEVER.

There has been a further diminution in the oceurrence of this
disease and only 6 cases were notified durine the vear. This is certainly
the lowest number which has been recordea since notification has been
in force. The disease is looked upon as essentially a filth disease and
entirely preventalle. v

Two cases occurred at Wolverhampton Road in a house without
proper water supply, and otherwise in an insanitary condition,

These matters have been dealt with. Two deaths oceurred.

DIARRH(EA,

Twelve deaths resulted from Diarrhea, 8 being in infants.

This disease is intimately connected with foul conditions, and is con-
sequently largely preventable.

All deposits of refuse and manure in which flies breed require fre-
quent removal.

The connection of flies with the disease as carriers of germs has
been practically demonstrated, and all food should bhe protected from
winged insects, and stored in a cool, well-ventilated place, The use of
tinned meat in summer should be avoided.

All vards and entries shonld be paved, and street watering is re-
quired in dusty weather, especially in the neighbourhood of shops where
food is exposed.

Nuisances arising from defective drainage, which have been reported
on in previons vears at Ivy House Lane and other places, have been

14



remedied, vour Couneil having provided sewers and street channels at
Ivy House Lane, Tunnel Street, Fulwoods End, and Shaw Road. Your
Couneil are now considering means ol dealing with the nuisances com-
plained of at Parkfield,

HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES.

During the year, apart from enguiries made regarding infectious
diseases, T have inspected and reported on various properties, amongst
others, Foundry Street, Bank Street, Yew Tree Lane, Gough Road,
Gough Row, Fdge Street, in Coseley proper; Belle Vue Street, Big Fold,
Walter Street, Meadow Lane, Parkfield, and Preston’s Row, in Etting-
shall ; Rainbow Street, Highfield Road, Hallgreen Street, John Street,
Ash Street, Cross Street, in Brierley; Regent Street, Woodsetton.

74 houses were dealt with under the Housing of the Working (lasses
Acts, with the following results: —20 honses were demolished, 13 houses
repaired, all 74 houses were closed, and of these 41 houses remain void
to be further dealt with. The hounse remaining undealt at the time of
writing last year's report bas since been demolished.

Altogether 1,294 houses have been inspected during the vear, neces-
sitating 262 notices for structural defects, foul econditions, and over-
crowding.

190 notices were eomplied with, also 27 outstanding from previous
vears. Of the 72 notices not complied with in 1910 the works connected
with 32 are now in progress.

Some of the improvements which have resulted are: —

Roofs repaired in 104 cases, new roofs for 6 houses, windows to open,
new or in lieu of non-opening windows in 91 eases, 70 guarry floors
relaid, pantries ventilated in 6 cases, 93 houses spouted, 14 houses had
plastering repaired, and 212 premises limewashed.

Some of the outside work executed has been: 155 closets repaired
or newly erected, 92 yards and entries paved, 106 new drains provided,
G8 washhouses repaired or newly provided, and two low-lying yards
raised above road level, drained, and paved.

In addition 8 back to back houses have been converted into 4
through houses, and 7 single houses have been provided with through
ventilation.

As regards house accommaodation, generally speaking, this is
adequate to the needs of the district, there being 4,886 houses, of which
the rental is over £16 in 295,

The average weekly rental of the remainder, which on an average
contain 3% rooms, is about 3s. d.

Back to Back Houses number ... ... G538,
Single (not ventilated through) number 561
Through number . -BBBT.
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TABLE VL.

Summary of Sanitary Work done in the Nuisance Inspector's Department

during the year 1910 in the Urban District of Coseley.

Number of el s
g 5 | Bl el
= aefize B EE | S8 S
gl Z2 | ez | E5| £ | 2
2| |55 |d4) 2|2
?ﬁﬂ Foul Conditions 44 314 |} 176 1 ao 180 | 155
e EJStruntumt Defects 878 | sws " } 670 | 314¢
£ 28 | Overcrowding ... 7 7 6 1 £ |
=0 lUuﬁt for Habitation % 74 14| 60 141 80
Lodging-houges .. 3 ; S |
Dairies, Milkshops, and ; o : Al sl
Cowsheds l.,. } 62 = 22 20 |
Bakehouses 2 23 8 8 | 8 -1
Slaunghter-houses ... i 107 | 10 9 1 9 1
Canal Boats 5 254 | 42 2 241 ...
Ashpits and Privies 178 | 178 21| M 84 94
Deposits of refuse and .
Manure ... 4 | 4 1 - [
Water Closets ... 3 | 3 &1 3
House ( Defective Traps ... ... 1 (N 1 : 1
Drain- { No Diseconnection . R S =
age [ Other faults 118 | 118 | 74 4 T4
Water supply (to ]erulm ' ’ '
the public water -
supply) s 54 o4 h2 2 52 | 2
Pigsties ... 8 5 4 1 el il
ﬂmma,hlmpmper]}' lrept | 1 1 1|
Offengive Trades .. .. :
Smoke Nuisances .. . = o)
Other Nuisances ... v 271 27 2T
ToTars ... e wof 2140 | 1774 ) 482 | 313 ] 1160 | TO2
® 27 Notices outstanding from 19089 complied with.
Number of seizures . 3*
Unwholegsome ! Condemned by Ma;.:mtra‘re . 1
fooil Prosecutions for exposing for sale ... .|
Convictions i i
l"-v-amplpf: taken for -!ma.]:-,am wes
Food and  J Number found adulterated, &e .es
Drugs Act Proceedings taken .
Number of Convietions i
HSamples of Water taken for Mmi_']."m b 3
. . condemned as unfit for use 2 el
* 2 surrendered.
Precautmns against Infectious DISEREG |
Lots of Infected Bedding Dizsinfected or Destroyed
Houszes Disinfected after Infectious Disease ... fid
Schools . aes 5
Prosecutions for not n-:)tlh ing Fxlstenca of Infectious Disease :
Convictions . -
Prosecutions for Iﬂxpm-ure of Infected Persons or lllillgﬂ .
Convictions 4 - .

(Signed) DAVID PRICE,

InsPrRoTOR OF NUISANCES,
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Owing to the perished condition of the older houses, which form the
large majority, repairs are constantly being required,

Striet supervision over the crection of new houses is needed ; many
of those which have been erected in this distriet since the Public Health
Acts came into force show grave defects. Many of the sites have been
“ made soil "' which have not been properly treated.

As regards space, this is usually suflicient.

WATER SUPPLY.

The district is supplied by the South Staffordshire Waterworks Co.,
and also by the Wolverhampton Corporation Waterworks and the Bilston
Council Waterworks.  All these waters are satisfactory for domestic
purposes, and have very little plumbo solvent action.

Only a few houses now remain dependent on well water.

Three samples of well water were analysed and found to be polluted.
One contaminated well was closed by order of the Court of Summary
Jurisdietion, as a result of a prosecution by your Council.

During the yvear 49 hounses, apart from new houses, were connected
with the public water supply, and the supply to 5 others was improved.

CXCREMENT AND REFUSE DISPOSAL.

This is carried out by the Council’s own workmen under a superin-
tendent. I am pleased to record that a substantial and much-needed
inerease has been made in the staff,

The lowered prevalence of Enterie Fever may be attributed in some
measure to improved scavenging. The method of ashpit refuse removal
is objectionable and insanitary, I would advise the provision of a
galvanized receptacle mounted on wheels, and which should be capable
of being lifted and direetly emptied into the carts,

This would be much better than wheeling in barrows, and loading
the earts from heaps of refuse tipped from the barrows on to the roads
and footpaths.

During this process there is much pollution of the surface and the
air, and on windy days foul material is blown about.

SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

There are 17 licensed Slaughter Houses. Your Council refused to
renew the licence of one old and dilapidated Slaunghter House during
the vear. The owner has now undertaken to demolish the building, an:
plans have been approved for the erection of a new one.

These arve periodically inspected, and are generally found to be kept
fairly clean, a reminder of the necessity of limewashing being oceasion-
ally required however. Considerable improvements have been carried
out in several Slanghter Houses during the year, viz., flooring, drainage,
ventilation, and progress has also been made in lining the walls with
white glazed bricks

Visits are frequently made at the time of slaughtering, or as soon
after as possible, and the carcases and viscera examined,
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TABLE VII.

Factories, Workshops, Laundries, Workplaces and

Homework.
1.—INSPECTIOIN.

Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspector or Inspector of Nuisancea.

Number of
PRrREMISES T . s
: Written Prose-
Ingpeclions | wopineg cutions
FACTORIES ... b 1 J
(including Factory Lnuudnes}
WonrksaoPs .. 35 2
(including Wurkslmp Lauudnas}
WoORKPLACES . 2
(other than Outworkers’ prumlﬂ-ea
included in Part 3 of this Report)
ToTAL 42 | 10 &
E ___'____DEFF{:TB FOUND.
X FE— | Number of Defacta %o, of
PARTICULARS Fonnd| Remadiad gﬁ:ﬁf i
- = A I lImwmr
Nuisances under the Public Health Acts :—
Want of Cleanliness 4 4 2
Want of Ventilation 1 1 :
Overcrowding .. :
Want of clmmagu of floors 1 1 -
Other nuisances R 1 4 o
: insu iﬁclenh KAl B E
Salfll;tggﬁ acecommo-§ ., nitable or defective
not separate for sexes
Offences under the Factory and Workshop Aet : —
Illegal occupation of undargmund ha.i-tehuuse
(8. 101) 5 s s
Breach of special sanitary requirements for bake-
houses (s8. 97 to 100)... -
Other offences .. ass
(excluding offences re]utmg to outwork which
are included in Part 3 of this Report)
TorTAL 10| 10

= —
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MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTION.

There are about 41 meat shops, 18 fried fish shops, and in addition
about 30 hawkers of fish and rabbits trade in the district.

The shops have been regularly inspected, and in the majority of
cases nothing unsatisfactory was discovered. Hawkers' carts and
barrows are inspected as met with on the roads. Two unsound rabbits
were destroyed.  Four traders were cautioned about the dirty condition
of their shops or carts, and two with respeet of the poor guality of the
meat deposited for sale,

Three pieces of nnsound heel exposed for sale were seized

No tuberculons earcases were condemned,

DAIRTES COWSHEDS AND MILESHOPS.

There are 22 dairy farmers, occupying 30 cowsheds, with about 220
cows, and there are 15 milkshops in the district. 22 notices for
struetural defects, water supply, removal of manure, and lime washing
were required, 20 notices were eomplied with, so that gradual improve-
ments are being effected. One new brick cowshed was erected during
the vear.

One person discontinued keeping cows and selling milk alter notice
as to unsuitability of premises.

A man employed at a dairy farm as a milker and cowman was dis-
covered to be suffering from chronie pulmonary tuberculosis. He was
induced to give up his work, and is now in s Sanatorium. No other
case of infectious disease was discovered at any of the premises.

More cleanly methods in the production and storage of milk arve
cssential. Radical change is necessary in the methods of cowkeepers,
and skilled veterinary inspection of cows, with bacteriological examina-
tion of milk samples, should be arranged for.

The cows in this district are turned out during the greater portion
of the year.

FACTORTES AND WORKSHOPS.

There are 47 factories and 135 workshops, including 17 bakehouses,

These have been inspeeted by the Inspector and myself.

Section 22 Public Health Act Amendment Act, 1890, is in foree,

One closet for each 25 persons employed was required, with separate
accommodation for the sexes

There are no underground bakehouses, nor any with sleeping accom-
modation in close proximity thereto.

The bakehouses are generally well kept; 8 notices were served and
complied with. One new bakehouse was erected during the year, to
replace a dilapidated one, of which representations were made to vour
Council.
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The other notices referred to limewashing, paving, floors, ceilings
and ventilation., The oceupier of one removed alter receiving notice to
carry out some structural improvements, and the place is still vacant.

There are no lanndries.

No failure to affix the Abstract of the Act nnder Seetion 133 was
discovered

HOME WORK.

Twao tailoring firms in the district give ont work, and home work is
given out by firms ontside. There are 152 ontworkers, and their homes
have been inspected during the year., No ecase of infectious disease was
discovered on outworkers' premises,

I am, Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,
W. M. CLENDINNEN,
Medieal Officer of Health.

Coseley,
Febrnary 3rd, 1911.
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10!
To the Chairman and Members af the Coseley Education Commiitee.

Lanmes AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present my Third Annual Report.
STAFF:

W. M. CLENDINNEN, School Medical Officer, and also Medical
Officer of Health.

THOMAS JOHNSON, Assistant School Medical Officer,

The Committee direct that the duty of the School Medical Officer
is to supervise the work generally, to visit the Schools and Report on
the condition of the School Premises, to prepare the Annual and other
Reports, and to perform the functions specifically assigned to him

by the Code of 1908.

The duty of the Assistant School Medieal Officer is to examine those
children required by the Code to be inspected, and to record the results
in a book provided for the purpose, He also signs notices to the par-
ents where treatment of defects is called for,

The Committee have not authorised any further work than
minimum required by the Board of Education, and the examinations
which have taken place have been those of children entering or leaving
School during the year. On occasions, however, the Assistant School
Medical Officer has given advice regarding children to whom the Teachers
have directed his attention, but this work was informal, and applies to
16 only.



However important and useful the routine examination of the
children may be as a means towards securing the prevention of the
full development of disabilities and defects, it does not seem
practically reasonable that the work of the School Doctor should not
include attention to individual children, who are obviously hindered in
their educational progress owing to present disease or defect.

Owing to improved arrangements the number of ehildren who have
left School during the year without being medically inspected are very
few, and are accounted for by unavoidable absence on the day appointed
for their inspection.

There are 8 Schools—35 provided, and 3 non-provided,—accommodat-
ing 4,189 children.

The Poor Rate iz 4/8, including 1/7} education expenses.

ASSISTANCE RENDERED BY HEAD TEACHERS.

The Head Teachers fill in Questions Nos, I, to VI. inclusive, on the
Board’'s Schedule of Medical Inspection, which has been followed, and
also give assistance in preparing the children for inspection.

The School Medical Officer has also sugzested that they should fill

in, in pencil, for the information of the Inspecting Medical Officer, their
opinion as to the mental condition.

PRESENCE OF PARENTS AND THEIR CO-OPERATION IN
SECURING TREATMENT.

The Parents are invited to attend the Inspections, and in a large
proportion the mother does so.

It appears that as a rule the children have had special attention
as to dress and cleanliness for the occasion, and, generally speaking,
the children whose parents attend are eleaner than those whose parents
do not,

The Assistant School Medical Officer states:—* That the great
majority of the Parents appear to be grateful for any information I
may give them as to defects in their children, but some seem to think, by
their manner, that T want to give them a lot of trouble, and these are
they who should be followed up. I feel sure no great amount of good
will be done unless they are pushed.”

The School Medieal Officer advised that only those cases which are
in serions need of treatment should be notified to the parents. There
are many trifling conditions discovered, but notification of these would
tend to bring ridienle on the system,

As indicated above, there is no organised system of following up
the advice given to the Parents, by subsequent enquiry, to ascertain
what has been done.

It appears that the time hag now arrived to organise some system.
Until this is in operation there are no means of assessing the practical



results of the Inspections, or of stating whether the warnings which
have been given have made much impression, and in how many cases
efficient treatment has been secured.

The Committee will probably think that in the first place a list
should be made of all cases notified to the parents, and enguiries subse-
quently instituted. By a little importumty the Parents may be brought
to realise that the Committee are determined that practical good to
the children shall be the outcome of the inspections. Whether these
inquiries can be made by the Teachers and Attendance Officer only,
or whether the employment of a Nurse is at present desirable, is a
point for the Committee to determine. Doubtless many of the
Teachers who are interested in the work do at present endeavour to
secure treatment of defects, and their knowledge, and that of the
Attendance Officer, of the Parents and the Homes would be most useful
in such an enquiry.

VISITS TO SCHOOLS.

The Assistant Bchool Medical Officer has paid 61 visits to the
Schools.

Number Inspected o88
En}"’s LR L L2 R ] L BB LR R LY L T EY 48?
Girls 501

There are no Special Rooms in which to perform the examinations,
and the School arrangements for the purpose were the same as last
year.

About 15 or 16 leavers can be examined in an afternoon. A few
more entrants can be managed in the same time owing to the absence
of vision test.

ARRANGEMENT OF REPORT.

The results of each important item on the Schedule are enumerated
on Sectional Tables, classified for each SBchool for the age at the time
of examination, the sexes being separately distinguished.

CLOTHING AND FOOTGEAR.

As stated in last year's Report. it appeared probable from general
observation that the proportion of cases with bad footgear was much
higher than the Tables showed.

Your School Medical Officer, therefore, instituted a system of mark-
ing for use by the Teachers when recording condition of Clothing
and Footgear. The Teachers being acenstomed to assessing by this
method readily fell in with this.

In the accompanying table the results of this year’'s inspections
are given, and show that for the total examined 18 per cent. were
faultily clad, and 22 per cent. had faulty footgear. Both sufficiency
and cleanliness are taken into account.
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WEIGHING AND MEASURING.

The Schools are supplied with dial Weighing Machines. The
Machines and Measuring Standards should be submitted to the Inspector
of Weights and Measures. The children are weighed in their ordinary
clothes, except boots, which are removed.

The weight (average) at certain ages of the general population of
Great Britain is given as follows by the Anthropometric Committee : —

MavEs.
Age last birthday. Average weight (pounds).
5 39.9
12 76.7
FEMALES.
5 39.2
12 76.4
The corresponding figures in the annexed table are:—
Maves.
Age last birthday. Average weight (pounds).
O 37.19
12 70.25
FeMALES.
5 36.6
12 70.3

These fizures are based upon 298 males and 310 females, who were
weighed during the year.
The figures regarding stature are as follows:—
Anthropometrie Committee,

MavLgs. Average height (inches).
5 41.03
i2 54.99
Femares
o 40055
12 55,66
Our figures are: —
Mares.

9 39
12 54
FEMALES.

5 39.5
a hd

These figures are based on the same number of children as the
weights. All the children inspected were weighed and measured, but
it has been thought sufficient to work out the fizures at these two ages,
in order to indicate the comparison between this distriet and the
conntry generally, as regards the stature and weight of the children.
The details regarding each School are given in the table,

The figures are given in both English and metric system.—

1 inch = 2.54 centimetres,
1 1b. = -4535 kilogrammes.
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CLEANLINESS.

This is treated as cleanliness of body, and cleanliness of head.

There is some evidence that some improvement has taken place in
this matter during the last two years, but when the actual figures are
analysed, no such improvement is apparent. For instance, taking
girls of 12—13 years, out of 178 examined during the past year, 118,
or 66 per cent, had verminous and unclean heads, whereas for 1909
the percentage was 6l1. The explanation, probably, is that there are
fewer cases of actual living lice.

It is pretty evident that to stamp out this evil & very great
deal of work requires to be done. If children are to leave school in
this condition it means that many of them have not been taught, or
have failed to learn the elementary lesson of self-respect. The
presence of a few ““ nits ** in the hair does not necessarily imply careless-
ness on the part of the parents. They get contaminated by sitting
near others with swarming heads. One louse deposits 50 ‘“ nits’’ or
eggs in a short time. There are many gross cases in the schools of
dirty and verminous children. In this connection, the condition of
the homes is important. Bad home conditions are at the root of the
evil,

The Committee have issued a eard with instructions for cleansing
heads.

Is what is heing done sufficient? If not, what powers do the
Committee possess? It is, at any rate, a duty to deal with the worst
eases both for their own benefit and the protection of their fellows.
There are ample powers for dealing with this matter. The Teachers
can do muech by bringing the gquestion of personal and domestic cleanli-
ness frequently before their classes, but it is evident that such efforts
would bear fruit more quickly if a few examples were made,
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TABLE 4.—CLEANLINESS— Continued.
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TABLE 4. CLEANLINESS — Continued.
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CONDITION OF TEETH.

In the following table the children have been classified into those
with sound teeth and those with 4 or more carious.

It will be seen that 70 to B0 per cent. of children, at ages 1214,
have one or more defective teeth, and about 20 per cent. have 4 or move
diseased teeth. One of the causes of unsound teeth iz the unsuitable
feod frequently given to young children, The influence of a septic
mouth on the general health is very serious. Tt leads to enlarged
tonsils and neck glands, imperfect mastication, impaired digestion,
defective nutrition, and consequent inefficiency.

Children should be taught to cleanse their mouths from their
carliest vears. When decay has once commenced, nature cannot effect
a cure. By dental treatment, especially if commenced between 6 and
8 years, most of the teeth can be saved.
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TABLE 5.—TEETH.
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TABLE 5.—TEETH—(Continued).
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AT.

Over 16 per cent. showed enlargement of one or both Tonsils, and nearly 4 per cent. are returned as showing signs of

4

Medical Officer has taken oceasion to

Your School

A fair number of these cases have been operated on at Hospital,
point out to the Teachers that the cure of these conditions is not complete when the obstruction has been removed.

of faulty breathing persists, and the child requires to be taught to breathe properly.

Adenoids.

The habit

TABLE 6.—NOSE AND THROAT.
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TABLE 6.—NOSE AND THROAT-—(Continued. )
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TABLE 6.—NOSE AND THROAT—(Continued).
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TABLE 7.—EYE DISEASES.
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TABLE 7.—EYE DISEASES—Continued.
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TABLE 7.—EYE DISEASES— Continued.
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VISION,

The condition as regards sight is estimated, for each eye separately,
by placing the child at a distance of 20 feet, or 6 metres, from a test
card, showing rows of letters of various sizes, which should be in a
suitable light. The smallest letter which is seen clearly at that distance
is the index of his acuity of vision. The result is expressed as a
fraction, the numerator indicating the distance in metres between the
child and test letter, and the denominator indicates the size of the
smallest letter recognised by him at that distance.

The number indicating the size of the letter i1s the number of
metres at which a normal eye should he able to see clearly that particular
letter.

Thus, if an eye is said to have an acuity of 6-18, it means that at
20 feet (6 metres) it is able to read a letter of a size known as 18,
which is rather large—in fact, so large that a normal eye would see it
clearly at a distance of 18 metres, or 60 feet.

In the following table all worse than 6-2 are taken as defective.

The figures show 15 per cent, of those examined to be defective
to this extent. The Staffs. County Council School Doctor’s report
atates that 28.9 per cent. of the children inspected in 199 were
defective, and thiz large figure was arrived at, although defects less
than 6-18 are passed over.

No doubt all the defectives constituting the above 15 per cent. are
urgently in need of glasses.  The influenece which school conditions
may have in inducing eye defects is seen to be great, when the main
factors tending to produce these defects are considered. These factors
are—(1) Insufficient or inefficient lighting; (2) Construction of desks
and attitude of the children when doing near work; (3) Commencing
fine work at too early an age.



TABLE 8.—VISION.
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TABLE 9.—EAR DISEASES.

The ecases with purulent

EAR DISEASBES,

discharge are as follows: —
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"The percentage of cases recorded as suffering from this defect,

LARING. ~The E-'ﬁlnwiﬂg-..i:ahln gives the figures.

and from discharging ears is very small,

TABLE 10. - DEFECTIVE HEARING.
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Lanesfield

SPEECH.
The following figures relate to speech:—
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TABLE 11.-SPEECH-—(Continued).
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TABLE 12.—MENTAL CONDITION.

MENTAL CONDITION.

The Board of Education have notified that testing of mental
capacity of children under 6 years of age should be omitted, and your
School Medical Officer has pointed this out to the Teachers. In one
school this instructioa has been overlooked. No child has been recorded
as mentally defective. The following are the figures:—
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TABLE 12.—MENTAL CONDITION—(Continued).
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TABLE 13.—-HEART.

HEART,

The following table gives the results as regards the discovery of
Heart Disease. A fair number of cases of Anmmia were discovered, and
they probably arize in great measure from insufficient or unsuitable
food, and overcrowded bedrooms.
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TABLE 13.—HEART-—(Continued).
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DETECTION AND PREVENTION OF THE SPREAD OF INFECTIOUS
DISEASBES AND EXCLUSION OF SCHOLARS.

Thirteen cases were certified for exclusion from school as follows:
—Mumps, 8; Scahies, 3; Impetigo, 2: Ulecerated Throat, 1; General
Debility, 1. One ecase of Ringworm of Head, and one case of Ringworm
of Body are recorded in the routine examinations. The Teachers notify
(on stamped post cards) to the Mediecal Officer of Health all cases of
absence from school suspected to be due to infectious disease.

Notifieations of infectious disease received by the Health Authority
are communicated to the Edueation Seeretary, for the information of
the Teachers,

Some cases of Contagious Conjunctivitis occurred during the year,
and were excluded.

Your Committee have as yet given no further directions regarding
the Memorandum on Closure of and Execlusion from School.

The withdrawal of the old Epidemic Grant is a serious drawback
when dealing with infections school children,

PHTHISIS.

One case of Phthisis was recorded, and another case was recorded as

doubtiul.
Mo other eazes of Tuberculosiz were recorded.

PREVIOUS ILLNESSES.

Such information as can be obtained from the parents or children,
or which is known to the Teacher, 1s recorded.

HOME CIRCUMSTANCES.
With the staff at our disposal, it has been impossible to carry on
any investigations into bome conditions beyond the general sanitary
work of the district,

METHODS AVAILABLE FOR TREATMENT OF THE DEFECTS
DISCOVERED.

Your Committee have proceeded on the assumption that the means
of treatment available are extensive, and, as yet, unexhausted, and
in every case of defeet requiring treatment, the Assistant Schoaol
Medieal Officer has referred the parents to their Medical Attendant.
There are also Hospitals, FEye Infirmaries, and the Poor-Law System.

If the parent is not present at the inspection, a printed notice,
calling attention to any defect, is sent. Many cases of Eye Defects
have been taken to an Infirthary, and Tonsil cases have been operated
upon at the Hospitals, but there is not much evidence that the work
of private medical practitioners has been increased as the result of
inspections.

The chief diffienlties as regards treatment will he met with in the
cases of Discharging Fars, Skin Diseases, and Bad Teeth.
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SANITARY CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS.
A detailed report was made on this subject two vears ago, and this
still merits your attention.

This 1s especially so as regards the cleanliness of the school floors
and walls, the provision of proper mats and scrapers, and the improve-
ment of the lighting, both natural and artificial.

Your Assistant School Medical Officer has, on some occasions, found
it difficult to carry out the inspections owing to deficient light,

Special attention should also be given to cloakrooms and lavatories.
Better and larger cloakrooms are necessary as an essential part of a
crusade against vermin. In planning any new schools, this should be
horne in mind. The work performed this year is as follows: —

S1. Mary’s (Girls).-—Colouring, limewashing, some repairs to closets.
Daisy Bank.—Limewashing, repairs to spouting.

Curist CerurcH (Mixed)—Some repairs to closets,

Movxt Preasant.—Limewashing.

W. M. CLENDINNEN.
Bchool Medical Officer

Coseley, 16th January, 1911.
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