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~ The birth-rate in England and Wales in 1910 was 248 per thousand of the
population, which the Registrar General says is 0’8 per thousand bel,w the rate in
1909, and lower than the rate in any other year on record.

The rate for 77 Great Towns was 23, being 07 below last year’s rate.

DEATHS.

Deaths registered from all causes during the year numbered 4,621, of which
2,301 were males and 2,321 females, giving a general death-rate of 14°31 per 1.000,
against 4,763 and 14'75 respectively for the previous year—a fractional decline of
0'44. Compared with the average rate in the ten years 19oo-1gog, the death-rate in
1910 showed a decrease of 100 per thousand. The average death-rate for the last
five years is 14'69. The previous five years’ average was 14'9g8. The rate is thus
0'2g within the five years’ average, and 1'00 below the ten years’ average.

The Rural Districts contributed 2,452 to the total deaths—r1,216 males and
1,236 females, giving a Rural death-rate of 1315 per 1,000; and the Urban Districts
2,160—1,085 males and 1,084 females, giving an Urban death-rate of 1591 per
thousand. Table 7 shows that, with the exception of the birth-rate, all the various
rates were in favour of the Rural districts. Similar conditions have obtained
for the last five years.

The death-rate in England and Wales in 1910 was 134 per thousand,
which the Registrar General says was 1°'t per thousand below the rate in 1909 and
lower than the rate in any other year on record. The rate in 77 Great Towns was
14'3 per thousand. Cornwall's rate of 14°31 this year is nearly a point higher than
the National rate—a rather exceptional circumstance, but one which singularly
enough happened in 1905 and to a lesser degree, the County rate being ‘7 in
excess of the rate for England and Wales.

AGE AND RELATION TO DEATHS.

Table 2 shows that of the 4,621 deaths, 577 occurred under one year of
age (against 669 last year) ; 199 between one and five years (34 less than last year) ;
156 between five and fifteen years (23 more than last year); 197 between fifteen and
twenty-five years (31 less than last year); 1,443 between twenty-five and sixty-five
years (56 less than last year); and 2,049 amongst persons of sixty-five and upwards
(13 more than last year). The Table also shows how these deaths were discributed
among the Rural and Urban districts.

By eliminating the deaths under five and sixty-five years and over, the
mortality among the active portion of the County’s population is arrived at. It will
be seen that these were 1,796 (61 less than last year), giving as it were, a death-rate
of 5°56 per thousand. Similarly, the mortality rate of the 776 deaths under five
years (126 less than last year), would be 2°40 per thousand, and in like manner that
of the 2,049 deaths of aged persons (13 more than last year) would be 634.

ZYMOTIC DEATHS.

It is very gratifying to have to record amother great improvement in the
condition of the zymotic death-rate, For the last four years the rate has been
declining. This year’s decrease is very marked and is no less than 0143 below last
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

There is a break this year in the decline in the notifiable Infectious disease
rate of the last three years. The prevalence of Diphtheria is entirely responsible
for this. During 1910, 1,157 cases were notified or ascertained—an increase of 170
cases. Table 6 shows the number of new cases of Infectious sickness coming to
the knowledge of the Medical Officers of Health during the year. There were
again no cases of Cholera, Typhus Fever, and Relapsing Fever reported for the
year. In the Rural districts there were notified or ascertained one case of Small-
pox (imported from Italy); 218 cases of Diphtheria (8¢9 more than last year); 81
cases of Erysipelas; 286 cases of Scarlet Fever (go less than last year); 23 cases
of Enteric or Typhoid Fever (18 less than last year); 2 cases of Continued Fever;
and 8 cases of Puerperal Fever (same number as last year); making a total of 619
cases, against 624 in 19og, giving a disease rate of 328 per 1,000 against 3 34 last
year. In the Urban districts 538 cases were reported, equal to a disease rate of 3'94
per thousand, against 363 and 2°44 respectively for last year, and included 172 cases
of Diphtheria (107 more than last year); 143 cases of Erysipelas (71 more than last
year) ; 269 cases of Scarlet Fever (go more than last year); 29 cas.s of Enteric or
Typhoid Fever (19 less than last year); 1 case of Continued Fever; and 8 cases of
Puerperal Fever The 1111mber of cases for the whole County was therefore as
above stated, 1,157, giving a disease rate of 3'58 per 1,000, against 987 and 3705
respectively for the prevlous year. 135 of the cases were under five years and

1,022 above. The five years’ average of the disease rate is 4°16. The previous five
years’ average was 4'26.

MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH.

The fatalities from Measles during the year numbered 18, against 32 in
1909, and 3 in 1908 ; and from \\ hooping Congh, 23, against 44 in 1909, and 88 in
igo&. g4 of the 18 deaths from Measles occurred in the Rural districts, as did also
16 of the 23 deaths from Whooping Cough. The advantage in regard to Measles
this year is with the Rural districts, a reversal of the conditions obtaining last year ;
but in regard to Whooping Cough the Urban districts had the advantage. As these
diseases are mnot notifiable, the number of the cases cannot be stated, and for the
same reason the ratio of percentage of deaths cannot be given.

The mortality rates for the whole country are :—Measles, 0’05 per thousand
against o'og last year; Whooping Cough, 0’07 against 013 last year.

For England and Wales the death-rates from Measles and Whooping Cough
are respectively 023 and 0’24 per thousand ; and for 77 Great Towns, 0'31 and o'29.
As usnal Cornwall’s rates are greatly lower than the National rates in regard to these
infantile diseases.

DIARRHCEA.
Diarrheeal diseases were responsible for 30 deaths, giving a death-rate of
o'og per thousand, against 51 and o135 respectively for last year. vo-thirds of the

deaths occurred in the Urban districts. able 5 shows that 8 of the deaths, or 93'3
per cent. of the total number, were under 5 years of age. This percentage is five
higher than last year, and 20 higher than in 1go8. The hope we expressed in our
last Annunal Report that through the operation of the educational and other causes,
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thousand, and a ratio of 13 79 per cent. of deaths to attacks. This year the death-
rate is the same in the two divisions of the County ; but the ratio is in favour of the
Urban portion.

For England and Wales the death rate for Enteric Fever last year was
0’05 per thousand, and the same rate for 77 Great Towns. Cornwall’s rate of o'02
is therefore 60 per cent. better than for the rest of the country.

SMALL-POX.

It is a matter for congratulation that the County still keeps free from this
terrible and loathsome disease. But as in 19og so last year one case was reported.
It occurred in the last week in December in Liskeard Rural district The M.O.H.,
in his Annual Report says:—'‘ The patient had come back straight from Italy,
landing at Plymouth and sleeping the night there. The next day he came by train
to Liskeard, and proceeded in a hired conveyance to his home, some seven or eight
miles distant. The next day he felt very ill, and the day following the characteristic
symptoms appeared The case was a severe one, but the patient has happily
recovered and is able to resume his work. All the inmates of the house were at
once vaccinated, and a considerable number of those residing in the immediate
neighbourhood sought protection in like manner. Fortunately the house in which
the patient was located was more or less isolated, and it is a matter for great
congratulation that the disease did not spread.”

With respect to Small-pox and its natural corollaries, vaccination and
isolation provision, we cannot do better than to repeat what we said in our last
Annual Report:—*“1In regard to precautions against this terrible disease the
Sanitary Authorities, with but few exceptions, appear to be waiting for epidemics to
break out before taking action in the matter of Isolation provision. Adherence to
the principles of a false economy sometimes leads to costly expenditure, and in tlLis
matter of want of Isolation provision, subsequent events may prove it to be wrong,
both economically and to the general health. The Medical Officers of Health, in
their Annual Reports, lay great stress on the fact that the Vaccination Act, by
recent legislation, is really permissive in its character, and is virtually a dead letter.
Consequently a large proportion of the population is now rising up without
vaccination; and, in their opinion, vaccination is the best safeguard against
Small-pox.”

INFLUENZA.

The deaths assignable to Influenza during the year numbered 53, giving a
death-rate of 016 per thousand, against 38 and o'11 respectively for the previous
vear, and 49 and o 15 respectively for 1go8. Although there is an increase of 15
deaths, the disease does not appear to have assumed epidemic form in any particular
district. And the deaths were spread over the whole year. The returns again show
that Influenza was more fatal in the Rural districts than in the Urban—an inexplie-
able condition that has existed for the last five years. The Rural districts contributed
38 deaths, equal to a death rate of o'20 per thousand of the Rural population,
against 26 and o'13 respectively last year; and the Urban districts contribution was
15 deaths, equal to death-rate of o'11 per thousand of the Urban population, against
12 and o'08 respectively last year.












MORTALITY FROM ALL CAUSES,
at subjoined Ages—1910.
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