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Health Department,
Couneil Offices,
Medomsley Road,
Consett,

(Co. Durham.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE CONSETT URBAN
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mg. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,
I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report for the year 1962.

It has been a satisfactory year with the incidence of infectious diseases
low, apart from an epidemic of dysentery.

Unfortunately the vital statistics show an increase in the stillbirth
rate, the infantile mortality rate and the death rate, with a decrease in the
birthrate

An important advance in public health during the year was the
introduction of the oral poliomyelitis vaceine for routine use. A scheme was
organised to carry out vaccination in all of the schools in the area and
special clinics were arranged for children under school age and adults.

The investigation of perinatal deaths (stillbirths and infant deaths)
in the Stanley and Consett areas first started seven years ago by my
predecessor Dr. Ludkin, was continued during the vear. The scope of the
survey has increased each year. Each case is investigated in detail and
as far as possible a post-mortem examination is carried out in all cases;
consideration is given to the presence of avoidable factors associated with
the cause of death.

Liaison with general praectitioners and hospital medical officers
remains good.

In conelusion, I wish to thank the Council for their continued support
and interest in public health and the Staff for their loyal co-operation.

[ am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,

ROSETTA HILL,
Medical Officer of Health.






I. GENERAL AND VITAL STATISTICS RELATING TO THE
CONSETT URBAN DISTRICT

Area (Acres) .. vee 10,042
Populaiion {Kstimatod) e JB,TBO
(i} Estimated number of children :

Under § years ... 3,304
a-14 vears g 6,300
Marriages in the Area during iHEE [l- -:hmu.tmlj 317
Number of Inhabited houses ... i 12,180
i) Number of Aged Miners' Homes ... 56
{ii) Number of Counecil Aged Persons’ Homes 240
(iii) Number of Council Houses (Including Aged Persons) .. 3,754
(iv) Number of Houses and Shops combined ... 138
{v) Number of Lock-up Shops 09

(vi) Number of U{:{:Upiml Honses under L'Iﬂz:iug or Demolition
Orclors ... ]
Rateable Value, April 1st, 1962 ... oo BGROG. 420

Net Product of a Penny Rate April 1st, IQEE s EDASE

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF EMPLOYED

PERSONS
Males Females Tolal

15,346 4,413 19,759

The above Iigurr:ﬁ melude small numbers of Enllﬂu}rahlu persons in the
Lanchester, Hexham, Weardale Rural and Blaydon Urban Distriets.

UNEMPLOYED AND DISABLED

Muales Females Tatad
(1} Emplovable Persons out of work at
the end of 1962 R B 195 1,309
(i) Persons registered oz Disabled ... Tal i | 228
{1ii) Percentage of Remstered Disabled
who were on the Taberculosi=
Register 23 0 32
{iv) Disabled persons trained i 2 g
{v) No. of persons who have had
gpecial rehabilitation  during
1962 7 1 8
{vi) No. of T.B. persons who have
had special  rehabilitation
during 1962 ... — _— e
(vil) Tuberculosis persong  traimedd
during 1962 ... - — —
{viii) No. of Registered Blind Persons 24 a9 63
{ix) No. of Partially Sighted Persons 0 13 a9
(%) No. of Rogistered Physically
Handicapped Porsons a8 a2 {i1]
{xi) No. of Registered Deaf and Dumb
Persons B 10 149
Ixii) No, of Registerod Hnr:l uf' Heanniz
Porsons ] i 2 | 3

en
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(a) Infant Deaths

The number of infant deaths during the year was 18 (28.0 per 1,000
live births); 13 of these occurred in the first week of life. In the previous
year there were 10 infant deaths (14.4 per 1,000 live births). The rate for
Durham County was 26.1 and England and Wales 21.4.

The number of stillbirths which oceurred during the year was 19,
giving a stillbirth rate of 28.8 per 1,000 live and stillbirths. This compares
with the rate of 19.7 for Durham County and 18.1 for England and Wales.

This is the seventh year during which a detailed investigation of
perinatal deaths has been carried out in the Stanley and Consett Urban
Districts. The scope of this survey has increased from year to year; each
case is investigated in detail and as far as possible a post-mortem exami-
nation is ecarried out in all cases. Detailed consideration is given to the
presence of avoidable factors associated with the cause of death in every
case. The liaison between the general practitioners, midwives, the
maternity hospital and this department ensures co-operation between
fi;.h{::ae involved, and in this way steps may be taken to eliminate avoidable
actors.

There were 32 perinatal deaths during the vear and of these 30 had
post-mortem examinations by a pathologist. The perinatal mortality rate
was 48.4 as compared with 35.7 for Durham County and 30.8 for England
and Wales.

Analysis of Infant Deaths during First Year of Life (1962)

Under | 1tod4 | 1012
Clrause® 1 week: weeks | months

Prematurity . wus - 10 = =
Pneumonia i T (i 1 1 1
Heart IFailure — — 1
Congenital Malformations 1 1 1
Anencephalus S e Cie 1 — —
T R, e S = e | 3

13 ‘R

e o

* As elassified by the Registrar General
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The main causes of death in the district during the year were diseases
of the heart and circulatory system, cancer, bronchitis and pneumonia
in that order of prevalence.

The number of deaths from coronary disease was 103 as mm[mlnl
with 99 in the previous year. Sixty-four of the 103 deaths were in males.
The increasing incidence of this disease has led to much research into its
cause. It seems that the amount of animal fat in the diet may be an
important factor, but the general stress and strain of life and such things
as smoking and lack of exercise may also play a part.

There were 19 deaths from cancer of the lung, 18 of whom were
males. In 1961 there were 22 deaths (20 males). The deathrate for lung
cancer for this area was 0.48 per 1,000 population as compared with
0.51 for England and Wales. The incidence of lung cancer in the country
as a whole continues to increase. It is now the most common form of
cancer mortality and was responsible for almost 24,000 deaths in England
and Wales during the year, predominantly in men in the prime of life.

Since the report of the Royal College of Physicians on smoking and
health, the need for health education is now recognised and it is hoped
that extensive campaigns will be directed to all school children on the
dangers of smoking.

There were 20 deaths from bronchitis during this year as compared
with 23 in the previous year. This disease is one of the big problems in
public health in this country; the incidence being much higher than in
Europe and America. In England and Wales it was responsible for over
30,000 deaths during the year. There is much research being done into
the cause of the disease and there is now evidence that atmospheric
pollution and ecigarette smoking may be important factors.

During the year there were 12 accidents causing death, and of these,
6 oceurred in the home (aged 69. 74, 82, 88, 89 and 94 years). Five
of the deaths from home accidents were due to fracture of the femur an
injury commonly sustained by old people when they fall. The sixth death
was due to extensive burns in the case of an old man who had been
smoking in bed.

The continuing toll of deaths due to accidents in the home underlines
the need for health edueation on home safety. This is particularly impor-
tant in the case of those who are responsible for the care of old people and
young children, so that they be made aware of the dangers and the
precautions that can be taken to prevent accidents in the home.

With this in mind the Council decided to form a Home Safety
Committee towards the end of the year and it is hoped that this Committee
will take effect in the coming year.

There were no maternal deaths registered during the year.
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II. HEALTH SERVICES IN THE AREA

A. Environmental Circumstances and Local Authority Services

(a) GENERAL

Water. The Durham County Water Board’s and the Sunderland
and South Shiclds Water Company’s new Derwent Reservoir is still under
construction and again adverse weather conditions have held up this
work during the latter part of the year.

Sampling of mains water has been carried out and the bacteriological
quality has been satisfactory. One chemical sample was taken and was
described by the Analyst as being of satisfactory organic purity, the water
being highly coloured and containing a trace of deposit which consisted
of vegetable debris and a few diatoms, a minute amount of residual
chlorine, less than 0.02 parts per million. being present. Apart from its
physical condition, the water could be considered to be a good public

supply.

Only four houses in the Area are without a proper piped supply of
mains water and these houses rely on spring water. Regular sampling
shows that they are contaminated and the occupants have beenn warned
to boil all water before it is used for drinking purposes.

|
| No. of I Tupe of Supply | Metkad of Dristribeiion

| | | | ﬂ'Ml‘t'-E House Serviee
Ward |Houses| Occu- | Public) Pricate | Spring = Well | Carried .l‘f:ﬁ-:m i."umpﬂi — e —

ol e e i i P

ConsotbBouth | 8 | 6] = | & | 8. | =} 2 =] = |2
Leadgate .| 1| 8| —=| 1 | 1 | = ;__|_:.____ o U
Totals ---|4i3—|4!4]— 2|2 R

Nine samples were forwarded to the Bacteriologist and results graded
in accordance v ith the Ministry of Health Report, “The Bacteriological
Examination of Water Supplies, 1949.7 are as follows:—

Grade I | Grade I | Grade 111 | Grade IV |  Total

Public Water Supply ... T b RS SS = 9
(Other Sources of Supply .
(Springs, Wells, ute.:ll — 1 | 2 . 4 7
o PR G TR N
|

4 8
i | .

Drainage and Sewage. Two new disposal works consisting of
reinforced settlement tanks and filters built at each end of the village of
[veston have now bheen completed. House drainage is being connected
for treatment at these works and when completed, forty houses should
then have a proper disposal system.

12



Sanitary Conveniences
The type of closet in use in the Council's area are as follows:—

Water-closots Fit it 13,8956
Ash-closots i e ER e 68
Privy Middens Con o s Lt 8

Atmospheric Poliution

Early in the year the recording of atmoespheric pollution by four
deposit gauges and five lead peroxide ganges was discontinued. It is now
remgu:qe(l that pollution from smoke and sulphur dioxide is more
injurious to health than the larger particles of grit and dust. Accordingly,
measurements of smoke and sulphur dioxide by the volumetric method
were commenced at three sites in the area approved by the Warren
Spring Laboratory to represent three different types of areas:—

(@) Y.M.C.A. Building, Parliament Street, Consett, representing an
industrial area.

(h) Council Yard, Leadgate, representing an area of high residential
population.

(e} Garage, St. Pius Church. Moorside, representing an area of low
residential population.

Towards the end of the year a full report on Smoke Control Areas
for the Consett Urban District was submitted to the Council. This report
indicated with maps how the whole of the district could be divided into
a number of smoke control areas to be dealt with over a period of years,
and it was suggested that the first area could be Moorside Estate, con-
sisting of 840 Council houses and 39 private houses. In view of the costs
involved and the short supplies of certain smokeless fuels, the Council
deferred their decision to a later date.

Prevention of damage by Pests

During the year, 992 inspections were made to private dwellings,
business premises, Local Authority’s properties and agricultural premises.
(See Appendiz C').

Infestations in dwelling houses are dealt with free of charge. In the
case of business premises, farms, ete., a charge is made for work done.
Methods used in the destruction of rodents are those recommended by
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and full eo-operation
has been maintained with the Divisional Pests Officer at Durham.

The maintenance and treatment of sewage and sew ‘age disposal
works was again carried out. (See Appendix D).

Disinfestation

Fourteen houses were treated for the eradication of bed bugs, insects,
beetles, ete.

13



Pet Animals Aect. 1951

During the year, one licence for the keeping of pet animals was issued
and routine inspections were carried out.

Swimming Baths

In Augnst, new indoor swimming baths, consisting of a main pool,
learners’ pool, changing accommodation and a cafe at baleony level
overlooking both pools, were opened in Sherburn Park, Consett. The main
pool is 110 feet long by 42 feet wide, depth of water Imnb 3 feet at the
shallow end sloping to 8 feet 6 inches at the deep end. This pool conforms
to the size recommended by the Amateur Swimming Association and is
suitable for championship events. The small pool is 46 feet long by 20 feet
wide with a depth of 2 feet 6 inches to 3 feet 6 inches. Heating, ventilation
and filtration plants are situated in a basement alongside the large pool,
heat being supplied by two boilers fired by automatic stokers; centrifugal
pumps are used to circulate the water in the pools, water being drawn
from the deep ends and then sterilised by the addition of chlorine before
passing through a strainer to remove any extraneous matter. Chlorine is
added in sufficient quantity to maintain a free residual of 1.0-2.0 p.p.m.;
alumina sulphide is then added and filtration takes place. Four 8 feet
diameter pressure filters of the air seour type are used. After filtration.
treatment with an alkali is carried out in order to maintain a Ph. value
of between 7.5 and 7.8. This water is then passed through a calorifier
where it is discharged into the shallow ends of both pools at approximately
80°F. Filtration of bathing water takes place every four hours. The
learners’ pool eontains 17,000 gallons and the main pool, 220,000 gallons
of water.

The ventilation system provided is capable of giving two complete
air changes per hour by methods of extraction and the treating by heat
and filtration of the incoming air. This method helps to combat the
problem of condensation.

Routine samples of water are taken every hour by the Baths Manager
to ensure the correct chlorine residual and Ph. value. Bacteriological
samples are taken regularly by the Health Department and a constant
check is made on the chlorine residual and Ph. value of the bath water.

(b) HOUSING AND FACTORIES

(i) General

During the year, the following Council houses were erected :—

Thro Three
Locality Bedroomed Bedroomed Total
Dvlves Lang 12 29 41
Houses for the l’hymnuliy Handi-
tnppwl lJ.u.lt- Avenue, Consett L] — i
Totals 18 29 ] 47

14



In addition, certificates of completion were issued in relation to 91
private houses.

Since the war a total of 2.845 houses have been completed in the
distriet :—

Council
Honges Private

[RIEAH] i1} 10
1947 238 1G
1948 268 20
1945 195 12
1950 134 13
1951 10K 12
1552 116 12
1953 146 20
1954 170 35
1955 136 35
1956 107 47
1857 130 oB
1958 104 64
1959 76 81
Taa0 44 52
1961 e 137
1962 47 o1

2122 723

(ii) Improvement Granis

Ninety-one preliminary applications were made for improvement
grants during the year, as provided by the House Purchase and Housing
Act, 1959, and the Housing (Financial Provisions) Aet, 1958.

Two hundred and twenty diseretionary and 195 standard grants have
been approved since the inception of the scheme, and of these, 325 have
been completed and the properties brought up to the necessary standard.

In accordance with Circular No. 42/62, Ministry of Housing and
Local Government, an area consisting of 189 houses in five streets was
selected as being worthy of improvement. The houses in this area have a
‘life’ of thirty years but a number of them are without hot water systems,
bathrooms, indoor W.C.s., ete. A survey was made at the end of the year
and landlords are being interviewed with regard to the installation of those
amenities which are not already provided in their houses; gnidance is
being given for obtaining improvement grants.

It is proposed to continue at a later date in three other areas, con-
sisting of approximately 558 houses.

(iii) Houses Unfit for Human Habitation

I'ndividual
Five demolition orders and four closing orders were made.

Clearance Areas
No more clearance areas have heen made.

During the year, 6 families, a total of 16 persons, were rehoused by
the Couneil.

15






Public Health Aect, 1936, Section 269

Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960, There are no
caravan sites in this distriet.

Factories

One hundred and forty-five visits were made to factories in which
persons were emploved. (See Appendiz E).

Outworkers

Two persons were notified as being ontworkers.

() GENERAL INSPECTIONS

Analyzis of inspections and notices served under the Public Health
and Housing Acts:—

No. of No. of Defects
INFORMAL | STATU- reradied
I'nspee- Noticcs TORY afler
tions served Notices Natice
served
Housing: I
Public Health and H'.nusmg Acta | 1.735 85 i 368
Overcrowding e wik) — . — —
Sanitary Conveniences:
Insufficient 4 2 —_ 3
Defoctive ... 27 21 -— 4]
Drainage 180 19 — 24
Water Supply 48 12 — 2
Food Premises 751 L1y - 145
Shops Aet ... — — —
Dairies -S| - - =
Slaughter Houses: i
Public o = - — — iy
Private & o L439 24 — 24
Tents, Vans, ete. . o 28 2 — a
Factories and \‘rorkpl&n 88 ... 5 145 32 26
Keeping of Animals ... - 39 6 — 9
Inzanitary Ashpits & R:-r:ept-u.(:lm 206 370 — 355
O ffenzive acenmulations 4| o0 | 11 — 11
Smoke Nuisances .. - 106 | 5 = 3
Prevention of D:mmﬂu h'l.' Pﬁats A{:t
1949 gl .l 1,100 83 B &3
Notifiable Discases ... 1.420 — e | ==
Deposit Gauges T61 — —_ | —
Other Nuisances e 72 T e | 8
Infestations ... 171 | 14 - 14
Noize Nuiznnees 23 2 = a
Pigeon Control | 1 | — T
Tatals ... e H. 464 =04 | 1 | 1,086
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(d) INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

(i) General

Seven hundred and fifty-one inspections were carried out to the
346 premises in which food is manufactured, stored or sold. Appendix
F. gives details of various types of premises visited and the circumstances
found which warranted notices being served to conform with the various
Acts and Byelaws.

(i) Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1960

From lst January, 1961, all dealers’ licences in milk were issued by
the Food and Drugs Authority, Durham County Council.
(iii) Food and Drugs Act, 1955

Routine inspections were carried out at all premises used for the
manufacture, sale and storage of food.

The following premises were registered under the Act:—

Ice Cream Manufacture ... 6
Iee Cream Sale and Storage . 141
Proparation or Manufacture of Enumges Potted or Pressed Food 35
Preparation or Manufacture of Fish and Potatoes o 12

In addition there are the following premises . —

Bakehouses ... 4

Restaurants, Cafes and Snack Bars 25
Shops:—

General Dealers and Grocers ... 134

Green Fruit 20

Confectionery win 42

Wet Fish Shops s Bk £ 6

Fried Fish and Chip Shﬁpq 5 11

Licensed Premises (Hotels, Public Houses, Inna} T0

Miscellancous ... 5

Appendix F. gives the number of notices served and the defects
remedied.

(iv) Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1947 and 1948

All premises used for the manufacture and storage of ice cream were
regularly inspected and a very high standard of hygiene has been main-
tained. Periodic sampling prov ided the fnllnwmrr “satisfact ory results.

Iee Cream Sample Results:—

Nao, af

Samples
Grade I ... (it
Grade 11 o -
Grade IT1 3
Grade TV -—
Total 71

18



(v) Milk Sampling

Sixty-two samples of milk were taken by the Durham County Council
from retailers in this Area and the following results obtained:—

XNo, of Methylens Pﬁmﬂ!umu Turbidily Biologieal
sngles Blue Test Pest Teat ftesult
Type of Sample taken - _— = — e e =
. Sat. | Unsat. | Sat. | Unsat. | Sat. | Unsat. | Sat. | Unsat,
Tubereulin Tested ... gt = B T = =
Tuberculin Tested
(Pasteurised) ... 31 30 | 1 1 = i == prt.-
Pasteurised 25 28 | 2 25 - — — — -
Sterilised ... b —_ — =i 5 —_— I -_— —

(vi) Meat and Other Foods

SraveHTERHOUSES—Three slaughterhouses are now licensed in the
Area, all complying with The Slaughterhouses (Hygiens) Regulations,
1958, and The Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations,
1958. Two of these slaughterhouses are situated in Consett and one at
Broomhill, Ebchester, approximately two and a half miles from Consett.
The majority of the butchers whose animals were slaughtered in the ten
slaughterhouses which were licensed before lst January, 1962, are now
being accommodated at these three slaughterhouses.

Condemned meats are forwarded to two by-product firms, one at
(ateshead and the other at Witton-le-Wear, Co. Durham, who specialise

in this type of work.

Altogether 12,679 animals were slaughtered during the year.

Balls
Bullocks
Heifers
Cowa ...
Calves
Sheep

Total

Animals slaughtered
from Calleeting Centres

1,533

1,673

197

- 15
T 8,251
1,010

12,879

Food found to be unfit for human consumption :—

371 tins Frut

200 tins Meat

144 tins Tomatoes
80 tins Vegetables
64 tins Pudding
55 tins Fish
45 tins Fruit Juice
30 tins Soup
23 tins Milk
18 tins Ham

6 tins Cream

2 ting Frozen Eges
The total weight condemned was 1 ton 3 cwts. 2 qrs,

2 tins Coffes
7 jars Jam
5 jars Pickles, Sauces, ate.
l jar Sandwich Paste
21 pekts. Cereal
10 pekts. Flan Mixture
2 pekts, Icing Sugar
21 ewts. Rice
8§ lbs. Polony
486 lbs. Confectionary
164 1bs. Biscuits

19



Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933 and Amendment Act, 1954

There were 32 licensed slaughtermen on the register at the end of the
year.

Market Sguare

The market operates on Fridays and Saturdays when approximately
forty-five stalls are in attendance. These include stalls from which green-
grocery and confectionery are sold. There are also specially equipped vans
from which are sold meatstuffs, bread and cakes.

(e} PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES

There were 125 cases of notifiable diseases during the year compared
with 897 last year.

For analysiz of notified and confirmed ecases of notifiable diseases see
Appendix B.

Laboratory Facilities

These continue to be provided by the Public Health Laboratory
Service at Newcastle General Hospital.

All specimens for animal inoculation are sent to the laboratory
attached to the General Hospital, Newcastle.

The service of the Public Health Laboratory has continued to be used
extensively by General Practitioners.

Specimens
Year Sulimitted  Positive
1947 e B . 111 g2
1 Bin od 15
1944 Tl 14
14450 b 1) da
1951 B4 22
1952 431 B3
1953 e e 4584
1054 773 176
1955 ... G890 81
1956 684 83
1957 433 21
1958 ves a8 21
1959 ... 1,050 156
1 960 628 23
1961 e 1,108 106
1962 w1228 188

The following table gives particulars of specimens sent in by the
Health Department and the medical practitioners in the area for exami-
nation during the year:—

20



Bacteriolozical Examinations

| Number of
[ Spectmens Positive
! Submitied
Faeces: I
f=) Fnteric Fover -
(b} Dysentery 157
{7} Food Poisoning 17
() ther Organisms ... ——
Swabs (Throat, Nasal and Ear):
{a) Diphtheria .. —
ih) Hammolytic ‘-"mm,pt.m::}ru 2 1
(e} Oiher Organisms ... | 1
Sputum for Tuberculosis | Juz 12
Water : ‘?H —
Ice Cream =
Miscellaneous ... ‘ =
e : e T —_——— -
Teotals e e -~ 1,228 188

Notifiable Diseases reported during the year, 1962

During the year all infeetious diseases needing hospitalisation were
admitted to Chester-le-Street Infections Diseases Hospital.

The following table gives particulars of the inecidence of notifiable
diseases (other than tuberculosis) in the area during the year:—

Total Total ! Cases
Number Number || h-’m itted | Total
Misenses ﬂf Clases B_f Claszes | Pheailisg
Notified C’an_ﬁrmed | Hmpﬂm!
Scarlet Fever fin E il 3 3 o .
Wheooping Cough o e auaf il [ a -- -
Measles 13 | 13 =t l —
Dyaentory 84 87 2 | —
Pu-ar!;lsrnl Pyrexia ... _— o 12 12 — | _—
Food Poisoning | I 3 — | -
—— — |
]
168 | 125 - S

Scarlet Fever. There were 3 cases notified compared with 4 last year.
The infections were mild in type and no cases were admitted to hospital.

Measles. There were 13 cases notified compared with 842 in the
previous year. Of the 13 cases notified. 7 were under the age of 5 vears
and none were admitted to hospital. There were no deaths.

Whooping Cough. There were 5 cases notified during the year as
compared with 12 in the previous vear. No cases were admitted to hospital
and there were no deaths.

21



There is no doubt that the decrease in the number of cases is largely
due to the increased numbers of children being immunised. Whooping
cough can still be a dangerous disease, particularly in infants under one
year. It is therefore important that immunisation should commenece
early—at the age of two to three months. It can be given either as whooping
cough vaceine alone or in a combined vaceine (whooping cough/diphtheria)
or triple vaceine (whooping cough/diphtheria/tetanus).

The percentage of children under two years immunised against
whooping cough at the 31st December, 1962, was 62 per cent as compared
with 66 and 53 per cent for England and Wales and Durham County
respectively.

Poliomyelitis. For the fourth year there were no cases of polio-
myelitis notified.

Early in the year oral poliomyelitis vaceine was released for routine
vaccination. A scheme was organised to earry out vaecination in all of
the schools in the area and special open sessions were arranged at the
clinies for children under school age and adults.

POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION (ORAL) SCHEME
APRIL—JULY, 1962

The following table gives particulars of doses given in schools during
the above scheme :—

Children ¥oung Feraons
b PETEONE Others Tolearls Receiving "ORAL""
104260 | born 1033-42 Following *SA LK™
Number of doses given
1|e|sfa]e|s]ajzis]a|2]s] s | ann
! ; I

[elves Lane wi] — | LI Bl—=1—1—1—|—=| 9}—=] ¢£]|19 12 10
Conselt C. of E. oo (et B0 0 i Bl Sl Wl ol (e 0 0 B el ] (e T & -
Leadgate J.M. 1| ¢glw|—|—|—|—| 2| 8] 1| 3|22 2 | 1w
el I e g 2jl— — —]—=!1]l=]=] 412 12 13
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Since the inception of the vaceination scheme 2.193 persons have
received fourth injections, 10,656 persons three injections and 1,472 two
injections.

Food Poisoning. Five cases of food poisoning were notified during
the year. Details of the infecting organisms were as follows:—

|
No. of

Infecting Urganism CESEs
Salmonella typhimuriam ... +
Salmonella thompson o 1

Dysentery. There was an outbreak of dyzentery during the summer
months originating in an infants and junior school in the district. There
were 87 confirmed cases, most of whom were sechool ehildren. All of them
were proved to be dysentery of the shigella sonne type, and the infeetion
was mild. One teacher was affected and was absent from school a few
days before the school summer holiday commenced. Five food handlers
were excluded from work as they were contacts of notified cases.

Diphtheria. For the tenth vear in succession no cases of diphtheria
were recorded, and the last death occurred in 1943. Nevertheless this
satisfactory position has only been maintained by continuing to keep
immunity at a high level. It is important that children should be immu-
nised in infancy and receive a booster dose before entering school.

The percentage of children born in 1961 immunised against diptheria
by the 31st December, 1962 was 62 per cent as compared with 67 and 53
for England and Wales and Durham County respectively.

The total numbers (all age groups) immunised during the year were
as follows :—

Primary Injections ... . 426
Boosters. .. .. 216

Numbers of cases and deaths from diphtheria since 1937 are as
follows :—

No. of No. of
Cages Deaths

1837 ... ... 180 15
1838 ... . 154 14
1938 ... e 1) 11
1940 ... e 10 a
19041 ... . 18 1
1842 ... e 18 2
1943 ... e 0 2
1944 ... e B8 -
18456 ... o 18 —_
1948 ... s 14 —
1847 ... Gl | =
1948 2 —
1949 1 =
1950 - —
1951 — —_—
1952 1 i
1953. 1952 _— —



Smallpex. Early in the year when a number of cases of smallpox
oceurred in Bradford there was a rush for vaccination against smallpox,
and consequently a heavy demand for vaceine lymph. The Ministry of
Health recommended that the situation did not warrant a campaign for
mass vaceination, but stressed the importance of vaccinating contacts
of the disease and health stafis whose work might lead to exposure to
infection, and also bona fide travellers abroad.

Vaccination was earried out at two secondary schools in the area on
parties of children and teachers who were going abroad for the Easter

holidays.

During the year the Ministry of Health appointed a Standing Medical
Advisory Committee to review the present policy of routine vaccination
against smallpox. The Committee concluded that there was no evidence
to justify that outbreak control alone would necessarily prove effective
in a non-vaccinated population. They advised the Ministry that routine
vaceination should continue in early childhood, and that smallpox
vaceination should be offered to children during the first two years of life,
preferably during the second year.

The following table gives the numbers vaceinated against smallpox
during the year as compared with 1961 :—

Total Number Number af Number
Year of Primary I'nfants wnder | Re- Vaceinated
Vaceinalions 2 years

Vaceinated

— e e o=

Sl e e 340 280 | 56
T 1973 597 1,370

{
— — ——— e

The following are the details of children vaccinated in school:—

Primary Re-
Vaccinations racoinations
Pupils ... s o4 11
Teachers arif 1 11

The proportion of infants under two years vaccinated in Consett
was 57 per cent, in England and Wales 70 per cent and in Durham County
53 per cent.

Tuberculosis. Twenty-four cases of tuberculosis were notified com-
pared with 23 in 1961. There were two deaths recorded (men aged 59
and 68 years); in the previous year there were two deaths. Again this
emphasises the fact that tuberculosis is still a problem in the older age

groups of men.
For the third year a scheme offering B.C.G. vaceination to school
leavers was carried out in the schools. The scheme applied to all children

of 12 years and upwards attending school. The idea is to offer protection
to school children at the age when they are most susceptible to tuberculosis.
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2. Tuberculosis Services in the Area

(i) At the Chest Clinic at Villa Real, there are special sessions for
contacts of known cases of tuberculosis. During the year 56 contacts
were skin tested and 45 were found to be tuberculosis negative, and 41
of these were vaccinated with B.C.Gi.

(ii) Those needing sanatorium treatment are in the main admitted
to Maiden Law Tubereulosis Unit; those needing major surgical
treatment being transferred to Seaham Hall, Poole or Wolsingham
Sanatorium. During the year 21 cases of tuberculosis were admitted for
hospital treatment.

(iii) There were 520 patients on the tuberculosis register at the end
of the year. Most cases of pubmonary tuberculosis are registered by the
Ministry of Labour as disabled persons and each patient is assessed at
the Chest Clinic before returning to work. There is close co-operation
between the Chest Physician and the Disablement Resettlement Officer,
and if thought suitable, a course of industrial rehabilitation at Felling Unit
is arranged and some patients are referred to Finehale Abbey Training
Centre for further training.

(iv) The vaccinafion of eligible school children with B.C.G. was
earried out in November. Altogether, 385 children attending seven schools
were tuberculin tested and 331 were given B.C.(G. vaceine. Sce details on
page 86635 .

(v) The Mass Radiography Unit visited Consett in May and Octobex
and wide publicity was given.

It is particularly important for all men over 45 years of age to have
an annual X-ray of the chest as it is in this age group that the highest
incidence of chest diseases is now found. The X-rays used for this purpose
employ only a tiny charge of radiation, and the machines are specially
designed to protect the body from this small amount.

The following are the detailed results of two survevs:—

Males Females Total
No. X-rayed
(a) No. Mininture films ... var B4TR 1,802 3.275
Abnormalities
(a) Malignant Neoplasm ... -- - =
(b} Tuberculosis—ecases notified ... 2 3 4
No. referred to Chest Clinie 40 21 Al






B. Local Health Authority Services

In 1948, the County Council adopted the Ministry approved scheme
of dividing the Administrative County into Areas for each of which an
Area Health Sub-Committee was appointed. Lanchester Rural, Consett
Urban and Stanley Urban Districts, with a total population of approxi-
mately 103,000 comprise No. 3 Area, meetings of the Area Health Sub-
Committee being held quarterly. The Area Office is situated at the Health
Department, Council Offices, Tantobie,

The County Medical Officer has kindly agreed to the incorporation
in this report of the statistics relating to the personal health services.

(a) Clinies

(i) Birth Control
Clinics for the above are held in the Maternity and Child Welfare

Centre, Wetherall House, Medomsley Road, Consett. on alternate
Tuesdays, 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon.

(il) Ante and Post-Natal

Clinies for the above are held at the Maternity and Child Welfare
Centre, Wetherall House, Medomsley Road, Consett as follows:—

AxTE-Naran CriNte—Tuoesdays weekly 1.30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Posr-Nartarn Criwic—Alternate Tuesdays $.30 a.m. to 12 noon.

(iii) Child Welfare

Clinies are held as follows:—
Marerxrry AND Cminp WeLrare CexTrRE, WETHERALL House, MepoMsSLEY
Roan, CoxserTr—Fridays all day, and alternate Tuesday mornings.

St. AxprEw's PrEssyreriAN Crurcr Havl, Brackrinr—Alternate Thursdays
all day.

Wouex's InsTiTUTE HaLL, TrE GrOVE, UoxsETT—Alternate Fridays. 9.30 a.m.

to 12 noon.

-

(iv) DImmunisation and Vaceination

This has been carried out at:—

(a) Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics throughout the area and
(h) By General Practitioners by personal arrangement with parents.

When a child reaches the age of three months, propaganda material
is sent to all parents. Details of the facilities together with consent forms
for smallpox vaceination and diphtheria and whooping cough immunisa-
tion are enclosed with this literature. When a child reaches the age of
twelve months and 4 years 9 months, further propaganda pamphlets
regarding diphtheria immunisation are sent.
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Particulars of Immunisation and Vaceination during 1962

Tetanus
given wwith
Diphtherio Whooping Cough | Diphtheraa Policijeelitis
Tinminisalion L nesalion el K :ra:enmncm
Either Single or in| Either Single or in | Whooping = Smeliper  — —— BC.G.
Combiralion Commlrinelion Clotegh { -F"J'mrnry Lropeler
| Tmniu- e S [ e
siisalion i Tero |Three |
- — - —— Inj. |Doses | drd W —
I’nmwl _ﬂ-wnﬂﬂ‘ Pﬂmnm Hm.m'r anur'.f | Irm.nml'mu [‘-HM} (Chral) | Vaecination
a2 | 26 | 421 | 133 | sse 3,348 | 1818 il.r.-l:- 357 378
! |

{v) School Clinic

Separate accommodation is set aside in Wetherall House, Medomsley
Road, Consett, for this clinic. It is attended on Tuesdays and Fridays by
the School Medical Officer who also earries out the routine inspection of
children at the schools in the urban district.

(b) Nursing in the Home and Midwifery Services

(i) Midwifery

During the year 660 live and stillbirths were assigned to the area and
53 per cent of these occurred in hospital. There were 306 domiciliary
deliveries, and of these, thirteen were delivered in the presence of a doetor.

There were no maternal deaths—19 stillbirths and 13 deaths in the first
week of life.

All midwives are trained in the use of and possess apparatus for gas
and air analgesia. Seventy-three per cent of domiciliary cases were given
gas and air analgesia.

(i1) Domiciliary Nursing

Six nurses made a total of 12,830 home visits during the year. 7,790
. —60 per cent of which were made to patients over the age of 65 years.

The following is an analysis of these visits and the types of cases
nursed :—

| AGE GROUPS CLASSIFICATION

05 5—as a5+ | Medical | Surgical | Infectious | Tuber- | Maternal | |
v, ' eulosis |cumpﬁm Injections | Others

| | I_ Liang
.cwﬂueal msj 66| 240 | 277 po| — | B — | = | =
Viai | mj4.usu|7.mn| 8,007 z.mui == | 178 | — | 4,218 | 169

(e) Health Visitor Serviee

There were six Health Visitors in the Consett Urban Distriet, the
following domiciliary visits being made during the year:—

Maternity and Child Welfare 8,788
Tuberculosis ... i s e it A
Mental Deficiency e 316
Schools i 423
General Huﬂl.th : b e 30
Apged Peopls . 604

31



(d) Ambulance Service

The needs of the Urban District are served jointly by the County
Ambulance depots situated at Villa Real, Consett and East Strect, Stanley,
details of the establishment of personnel and vehicles at each being as
follows:—

Canacti Stanleay

Diriver Attendanta s 12 28
Ambulances b fl
Sitting-cose Cars s i b 1 1

For the greater part of the year the Consett Depot functioned from
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Monday and Friday and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and
was closed on Sunday.

From the 23rd November the service operated as follows:—

Monday and Tuesday 8 aum. to 8 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday Bam. to 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Sunday 4 p.m. to 12 p.m.

The Stanley Depot provides a 24 hour service, acting as a reception
point for calls arising in the North-West portion of the County and being
responsible for the emergency service in the whole of the area, besides
having capacity to handle out-patients from the Stanley area attending
hospitals for examination and treatment. Both depots funetion under the
overall supervision of the Central Control at Durham. Stanley being
linked by a direct telephone line. An additional measure of control is
achieved by having radio installed on one vehicle at Consett and three
vehicles at Stanley.

The following table gives details of the work undertaken by both
depots during the year. Whilst the bulk of the work at Consett depot
relates to patients residing in the urban district, the co-ordination of
journeys in a certain number of patients residing outside the area being
included. Similarly, whilst the figures for the Stanley depot relate mainly
to residents of Stanley urban district, a proportion will consist of residents
of Consett, particularly in view of the emergency work undertaken by this
depot.

| Journeys Cases carried
| Undertaken i : ; Mileage
i Stretcher | Sitting | Total

Consett .., 3741 | 2722 | 18,626 | 21,347 | 121,448
' i

Stenley .., 7,230 | 5059 | 10,173 | 24,232 | 187,166

(e) Domestic Help Service

At the beginning of January, 1962, 298 cases in this district were
being served by n Home Help. There were 100 new cases during the year
and of the 398 receiving the service, 379 (95 per cent were chronic sick
and infirm). At the end of the year there were 362 cases in the area 36
cases having been terminated during the year.
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(fy Mental Health Services
Occupation Centre for Mentally Handicapped Children

The Villa Real Centre has continued to be used for mentally defective
children excluded from school under Section 57 of the Education Aect,
1944. Six males up to the age of 16, 13 females under 21 and 5 females
over 21 from the North-West of Durham travel daily to this Centre. The
Education Department arrange for the provision of school meals and free
milk for these pupils and for transport to and from the Centre.

ig) Local Health Authority Hostel Accommodation

Admission of those needing care and attention to local health
authority hostels is arranged directly with the County health department.
but cases requiring urgent attention are often referred by their own
doctors to the local health department.

Glenroyd House has accommodation for 38 residents and is providing
much needed accommodation in this area and preventing local residents
being admitted to hostels far away from their homes.

Fourteen people were admitted to Residential Accommodation as

follows :—
Males Females
Les Hill Hospital, Lanchester

Part I1I Accommaodation 2 —
Boldon House ... b
Glenroyd House, Consett 4

Heath House
Cambridge House

| = e |

vz |

During the year it was necessary to take action under Section 47 of
the National Assistance Act, 1948-51 for compulsory removal of a man
aged 66 years, who was suffering from grave chronic illness and was
unable to devote to himself and was not receiving from other persons
proper care and attention. He was admitted to Shotley Bridge General
Hospital and later transferred to Lee Hill Hospital, Lanchester, where he
died.

(h) Welfare of Physically Handicapped

A Club run by and for the physically handicapped operates very
successfully in this district. Meetings are held every Tuesday in the
Y.M.C.A. Hall and all handicapped persons are welcome.

The six Council houses specially equipped for physically handicapped
persons were completed early in the year and in May the Council selected
six tenants to be allocated houses. There is no doubt that these houses have
proved a great boon to the families occupying them, but there is a need for
more such units of accommodation to cope with the problem of housing
physically handicapped persons in the distriet.

(i) Chiropody Service for the Aged

During the year the Chiropody Service run by the Consett and
District Old People’s Welfare Committee continued to operate at two
centres in the area, one in Consett and one in Shotley Bridge.
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This is one of the aervices of most benefit to older people, as disabilities
of the feet so often render the sufferer immobile to a degree out of all
proportion to the seriousness of the condition. The demand for the serviee
in this area shows that it is much appreciated and has been a great help
to those old people who have received treatment.

(i) Meals on Wheels

The meals on wheels service which started at the end of last year has
continued to operate very successfully under the direction of the Women's
Voluntary Service. The district covered was central Consett area and 24
meals were delivered twice weekly to those old people whose need was
greatest. Towards the end of the year arrangements were being made to
extend the service to include other parts of the district.

This is a most valuable service for the old people for it ensures that
at least they get two good hot meals during the week, and this is an
important contribution to the maintenance of their health.

C. Hospital Services in the Area

The Local Hospital Services are administered by the North-West
Durham Hospital Management Committee on behalf of the Newcastle
Regional Hospital Board. The Secretary has kindly provided the following
information on the Hospitals and Clinies serving this Area.

Maiden Law Hospital

At 31st December, 1962, the following number of beds were available:

Ear, Nozo and Throat an
Lhmtr Unit {Tuhemulusm} B
Orthopaedic ... s S 24

Tatal 114

Lee Hill Hospital

This hospital has a complement of 301 beds, 56 of which are used as
Part T1I accommodation for the County Couneil.

Bed allocation is as follows:—

Psg.r:.hmtrm 44
Chronic Sick ... 201
Part I1T Accommcdntmn e v 56

Total an

Shotley Bridge General Hospital

Qut-patients facilities for all the Specialities exist at this Hospital.
The 529 beds are allocated as follows:—

Surgical e 103
Madical . 100
G}rnnaunlngmnl 45 i B 45
Orthopaedic ... oy e S 68
Paediatrics 4
Thoracic Surgery e 114
Radiotherapy e e xus 60
Plastic Surgery R s 45

Tﬂm - . 529



South Moor Hospital

Bed allocation is as follows:—

Orthopaedic ... ik i e 22
General Surgery % 16
Total ... axe 38

Richard Murray Hospital

The following number of beds are available:

Maternity i T S i 28
Special Care Baby Cots 12
Total .. .. 40

Infectious Diseases Hospital

Patients in the area suffering from infectious diseases and who
require hospitalisation are admitted to the Chester-le-Street Infectious
Diseases Hospital.

Chest Clinie, Villa Real

This clinic provides a full chest clinic service, including B.C.G.
and resettlement sessions as follows:—

Tuesday 9.15 a.m. Contacts of known cases

1.15 p.m. X-ray session (Male)
Wednesday 9.15 a.m. Males

1.15 p.m. X-ray zession (Females)
Friday 9.156 a.m. Females

2.00 p.m, Children up to 16 years

and B.C.G. vaccination
X.ray session (expectant
mothers)

Venereal Diseases *

Treatment and diagnostic facilities are provided by Clinics outside
the Area as follows:—

NeEwcasTLE GENERAL HospiTarn, WesTeaTE Roan, NewoasTre vron Tyne
Males and Femoles:—

Monday to Friday: 10 a.m. to 12 noon; 2 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
SBaturday: 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

Dorram Couvsty HosrrTaL
Females: Monday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Males: Monday 4.30 p.m. to 6 p.mn.
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APPENDIX D.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949
SEWERS AND SEWAGE WORKS

Date of No. of Showing Signs Nea.
Sewey rmu;mgrr Manholes treated a,F tnfeatation infestation
{thhﬁl F‘!h.! 122 - —
== - s == . = = S - = _i_ e —
Sewage Works and Buildings trealed Showing signa |
in conjunction with Sewer Compaign af infestoalion

e e ——— . e e  —— e ——— o . e o P

April, 1962

Pont Minor .
Knitsley Al
Crookhall ... Minor
Ehehestor ... Minor
Hamsterley Pump Hr:uxv -
November, 1962 |
Pont Minor
Knitsley —
Crookhall ... Minor
Ebchester ... -~ Minor !
Hamsterley Pump House ... i —
|
APPENDIX E.

FACTORIES ACTS, 1837 to 1959

I. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (ineluding
inspections made by Public Health Inspectors).

Nuwmber of

No. on —e —
Premises Register | Inapec- Written | Oecenpiers
| tions Notices | Prosecuted
) LS S (4) (5)
(i) Factories in which Sections 1, | | | '
2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be enforeed ' '
h‘_r,r Local Authorities ... : 5] 12 2
(ii) Faectories not included in (i) in
which Section 7 is enforced by
the Loeal Authority ... 110 121 30
(iii) Other Premises in which Sec-
tion 7 is enforeed by the . |
Local Authority (exeluding
out-workers’ premises) e 15 12
Total .. .| W& | 15 | 32 |






















