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Fever.—West Heath Sanatorium, situated within the Borough, is
supported by the Town Council as one of the five Authorities constituting
the Congleton and District Joint Hospital Board.

The hospital serves a population, which at the last census was 45,269,
There are 50 beds and 4 cots, 28 of the beds and 2 of the cots being for
Scarlet Fever, 12 beds and 2 cots for Diphtheria, 8 beds for Typhoid
Fever and 2 beds for Puerperal Septicemia. Cases of Cerebra Spinal
Meningitis, Encephalitis Lethargica, Erysipelas and Pneumonia are also
admitted if beds are available.

During 1937, the following cases were admitted from Congleton :—
Scarlet Fever 35, Diphtheria 10, Erysipelas 3, and Cerebro Spinal
Meningitis 4.

Smallpox.—There is ample accommodation at this Ho~pital,
supported by the Town Council in the same way as the Fever Hospital.
It is situated at Arclid, 2} miles from the Borough boundary. There
are 10 beds, 5 for each sex. Fortunately no use had to be made of this
hospital during the year.

Maternity.—In exceptional cases the County Council provide
accommodation,  Puerperal Fever and suitable cases of Puerperal
Pyrexia are admitted to West Heath Sanatorium. The County Council
have made arrangements with a number of consultants, who are available
in cases of difficult labour, Puerperal Fever or Pyrexia, the fee however
will be recoverable in part or in whole if the circumstances of the patient
permit; their services were required on 4 occasions during 1937. The
County Council also provide lor bacteriological examination of lochia,
and also nursing facilities in suitable cases. Maternity cses are admitted
to the County Institution Infirmary, at Arclid, by the orders of the Public
Assistance officials. During 1937, two cases of Puerperal Pyrexia were
admitted to the North Staffordshire Royal Infirmary on the advice of
Consultants, and another case was treated in the War Memorial Hospital.

Adoptive Acts, Byelaws, and Local Regulations relating to the
Public Health, in force in the Borough, with date of adoption :—

Congleton Inclosure Act, 1795.
Buglawton Enclosure Act, 1813,

Borough of Congleton (West Road) Honsing Confirmation Order,
1920,






14

Congleton Borough (Broadhurst’s Yard) Housing Confirmation
Order, 1934.
Congleton Borough (The Rocks) Housing Confirmation Order, 1934.
Congleton (Canal Street No. 4) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Cole Hill Bank) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Kelsall Street No. 1) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Kelsall Street No. 2) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Off Dane Street) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Primrose Vale No. 1) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Primrose Vale No. 2) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Dane Street) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Boundary Lane) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Mill Lane, Dane-in-Shaw) Housing Confirmation Order,
1935
Congleton (Reades Lane) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.
Congleton (Borough Road) Housing Confirmation Order, 1935.

Byelaws relating to School Attendance, made under Part IV of the
Education Act, 1921, made 16th September, 1g35.

Congleton (Priesty Fields) Housing Confirmation Order, 1936.

Congleton (St. Helen's Square No. 1) Housing Confirmation Order,
1936.

Congleton (Victoria Street No. 1) Housing Confirmation Order, 1936.
Congleton (Princess Street No. 1) Housing Confirmation Order, 1936.
Congleton (Princess Street No. 2) Housing Confirmation Order, 1g ;6.
Congleton {Mill Green No. 1) Housing Confirmation Order, 1936.

Congleton (Mill Green No. 2) Housing Confirmation Order, 1936.

Congleton (Canal Street No. 5) Housing Confirmation Order, 1936.
Congleton (Canal Street Mo. 6) Housing Confirmation Order, 1936.
Congleton (Canal Street No. 7) Housing Confirmation Order, 1936.

Byelaws under the Children and Young Persons Act, 1933, for the
purpose of regulating the employment of children in the Borough, made
27th April, 1936.

Congleton (Blake Street No. 1) Housing Confirmation Order, 1937,

Congleton (John Street No. 1) Housing Confirmation Order, 1937.

Congleton (Milk Street No. 1) Housing Confirmation Order, 1937.

Congleton (Milk Street No. 2) Housing Confirmation Order, 1937.

Congleton (Mill Green No. 3) Housing Confirmation Order, 1937.

Congleton (Mill Lane, Dane-in-Shaw No. 2) Housing. Confirmation
Order, 1937.

Congleton (Boundary Lane No. 3) Housing Confirmation Order, 1 937
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The Sewage Pumping Plant at the West Heath and Dane-in-Shaw
Pumping Stations are operating efficiently and daily attention is given to
ensure proper working conditions.

Sewer extensions to meet the demands of private and municipal
housing estate developments have been carried out during the year in
the fullowing districts :(—

Giantswood Lane
Cross Lane (off Boundary Lane)

Off Waggs Road (towards Moreton Meadows)
Bromley Farm Housing Estate (portion)

Astbury Marsh and West Heath Area.—The Council has from
time to time considered the question of dealing with the sewering of this
whole area, in addition to making provision for dealing with sewering
and sewage disposal for the village of Astbury on behalf of the Congleton
Rural District Council. In view of the large amount of schemes in hand
and contemplated to be carried out by the Borough Surveyor's
department, also to expedite malters, it is now proposed to obtain the
services of a Consulting Sewage Engineer to prepare a scheme embodying
the whole requirements of this area. It is hoped that it will be dealt
with early in the new year to admit of progressing with the actual work
in the next financial year.

Open-Air Swimming Bath.—The Park Road Open-Air Swimming
Bath and Paddling Pool were opened to the public on the 8th May an.
officially closed on 18th September during which period 21,217 bathers
(including school children) and 3,615 spectators passed through the turn-
stiles, this being an increase on last year's figures for bathers, and a large
decrease for spectators. Every attention was given to the operation of
the Filtration and Chlorination Plant, with a result that samples of the
Bath Water analysed at different periods shewed a perfectly safe and
sterile water. It is the Council’s intention to heat the Bath Water and
to instal the plant in time for the coming season.

Closet Accommodation :—

f Number of each type of closet, and also of Dry Achpits at the end
of 1937 :(—

Slop Closets 11

Water Closets ... 4645, an increase of 134
Pail Closets 797, a decrease of 82
Privy Middens .., 67, a decrease of 7

Dry Ashpits ... 6, in outlying districts

-
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suitable new houses built for them on the Bromley Farm Estate,
thereby reducing the number of overcrowded houses to 152. The
Council are considering the preparation of plans and specifications
for building 30 houses next year as a first instalment towards
alleviating the overcrowding in the Borough.

Unfit Dwelling-houses, Housing Act, 1936.

During 1937, a large number of inspections of working class houses
were made by the Chief Sanitary Inspector, the Additional Sanitary
Inspector and by myself, a large proportion of our time being given up
to this work. This is a very old town with narrow streets and houses
that have been huddled together, as if land had been difficult to obtain, but
probably they were built in this manner owing to the persistance of old
traditions, when houses were built in this manner and surrounded by a
town wall for protection. We have long completed our five years'
programme, but continue to find many houses which we have regretfully
to represent to you, as in many cases this entails considerable hardships
on owners dependent on them for their income, and I am afraid that we
have not yet got to the end of our task.

You made Clearance Orders with regard to the following areas :—
1—5t. Helen’s Square (No. 2) Area, consisting of 3 dwelling-houses.
2—Canal Street (No. 8) Area, consisting of 5 dwelling-houses.
3—DBarlow Street Area, consisting of 4 dwelling-houses.
4—Wagg Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 2 dwelling-houses.
5—opindle Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 20 dwelling-houses.
6—DBrunswick Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 3 dwelling-houses.
7—PFrincess Street (No. 3) Area, consisting of 2 dwelling-houses.
8—Havannah Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 2 dwelling-houses.

g—Queen Street, Buglawton (No. 1) Area, consisting of 10 dwelling-
houses.

10—King Street, Buglawton (No. 1) Area, consisting of 6 dwelling
houses.

11—CQueen Street, Buglawton (No. 2) Area, consisting of 15 dwelling-
houses.

12—West Road (No. 1) Area, consisting of 3 dwelling-houses.
13—5pring Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 2 dwelling-houses.
14—Silk Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 12 dwelling-houses.
15—Park Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 3 dwelling-houses.
16—Bromley Road (No. 3) Area, consisting of 4 dwelling-houses.
17—Elizabeth Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 6 dwelling -houses.






26

An Inquiry was held on 1oth August, 1937, to hear objections to
Clearance Orders relating to Queen Street, Buglawton (No. 1) Area and
King Street, Buglawton (No. 1) Area. The Minister of Health confirmed
these Clearance Orders.

On 26th October, 1937, an Inquiry was held to consider objections
to Clearance Orders relating to Queen Street, Buglawton (No. 2), West
Road (No. 1), Spring Street (No. 1), Silk Street (No. 1), Park Street
(No. 1), Bromley Road (No. 3) and Elizabeth Street (No. 1) Clearance
Areas, The decision of the Minister of Health had not been received
before the end of the year.

On 14th December, 1937, an Inquiry was held to consider objections
to the confirmation of the Dane Side and Astbury Marsh (No. 1)
Clearance Orders; the Inspector also inspected the properties comprised
in the Moody Street (No. 1), Astbury Marsh (No. 2) and Astbury Marsh
(No. 3) Clearance Orders, to the confirmation of which Orders no
objection had been received. The Minister's decision with respect to
these Orders had not been received by the end of December.

You submitted undertakings to the Ministry of Health to rehouse

the occupiers of the above Clearance Areas in houses to be erected by
you, viz.:—

Four bedroomed type houses 14
Three bedroomed type houses 24
Two bedroomed type houses 85

You also declared Clearance Areas within the meaning of the
Housing Acts in respect of the following Areas:—

Havannah Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 2 dwelling-houses.
Harding's Bank (No. 1) Area, consisting of 4 dwelling-houses.

It will be noticed that I represented Havannah Street (No. 1) Area
twice during the year.

You submitted an undertaking to the Ministry of Health to rehouse
the occupiers and propose to erect the following houses to do so:—

Four bedroomed type houses 1
Two bedroomed type houses 5

During 1937, I represented 24 Clearance Areas to you :—
1—Wagg Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 2 dwelling-houses.
2—>opindle Street (No. 1) Area, consisting of 20 dwelling-houses,
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Road, this resolution was confirmed by the Council on 24th May. At
the end of the year the work had been completed so far as No. 6 was
concerned ; the work at Nos. 2 and 4 would be carried out it was stated,
as soon as possible, but the tenants refuse to allow the owners or their
appointed workmen to enter the houses for the purpose of carrying out
the repairs and that in consequence thereot application was to be made to
the local Court of summary jurisdiction for an order requiring the
occupiers to permit the execution of the work; with regard to Nos. 109,
12 and 14, the owners stated that the work had been commenced but
that delay had been caused owing to the severe weather and the owners
undertook to proceed as soon as the weather was favourable. In fact,
No. 6 has been put in good order and some new windows have been put
in No. 10, apart from these any repairs that may have been d ine are very
trivial, while the six months allowed for carrying out the work has
expired, so that the whole state of affairs is very unsatisfactory.

I recommended you to make Democlition Orders with respect to the
following individual unfit houses under Section 11, Housing Act, 1936 :—

1—No. 31, Astbury Sireet.

2—No. 2, Silk Street.

3—Coronation Cottage, Cloudside, Buglawton.
4—No. 22, Harding's Bank, Buglawton.

You made Demolition Orders in respect of No. 31, Astbury Street,
No. 2, Silk Street and Coronation Cottage, and also in respect of No. 41,
Union Street, which I represented to you during 1936.

I also recommended you to consider making a Closing Order under
Section 20, Housing Act, 1936, in respect of a dwelling-house, No. 3,
Cosy Corner, Buglawton, being part of a building. You postponed the
consideration of this dwelling-house until a later meeting at the request
of the solicitors, who were acting for the owner.

Two dwelling-houses, No. 13, Canal Street and No. 39, Union Street,
which I had represented to you prior to 1937, and in respect of which
premises you had accepted the undertakings of the owners to make them
fit for human habitation, were remedied during the year.

. The owner of Nos. 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, and 44, Dane
Street, who had carried out works of improvement at those premises,
made application for certificates to be issued that the houses are fit for
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(d) Chemical Examination of Food.—Is carried out in his
laboratories in Manchester by Mr. S. E. Melling, who is analyst both for
the Borough and for the County; to see whether the Food and Drugs
(Adulteration) Act, 1928, etc., are complied with.

Bacteriological Examination of Food.—Is carried out when
required at Manchester University Public Health Laboratory. 32 mixed
milk samples were analysed during 1937 for the presence of Tubercle
Bacilli, with a positive result in one instance.

() Nutrition.—Special attention continued to be paid to the
detection of cases of malnutrition and supervision of those already found.
207 children suffering from some degree of malnutrition attended the
Elementary Schools, compared with 204 in 1936 and 246 in 1935, which
cannot be considered unsatisfactory as an increasingly strict watch has
been kept for cases of faulty nutrition, and also during 1937 we have
dealt with the school population of the enlarged Borough for a full year
as compared with 1937, when during the first three months the Buglawton
Council School was not within the Borough. Ewvery child found to be
suffering from malnutrition was placed on the free milk list, except where
the parents had satisfactory incomes, in which cases they were asked to
allow their children to have school milk or to provide extra milk for them
at home. No child is removed from the free milk list unless it is thought
that it can be done without fear of relapse. Very few bad cases of
malnutrition were found ; for example, out of 106 cases found at routine
examinations only g were classified as bad. Half a pint of certified
Tuberculin Tested Milk is supplied in sealed bottles to each child on the
free milk list in the morning and in the afternoon. [ consider that the
results have been satisfactory, and have advised the continuance of the
scheme. Children attending school, but not suffering from malnutrition,
can obtain one-third pint of milk in a sealed bottle on payment of one-
halfpenny. 172 individual children received free milk during 1937, the
total number of free milk meals provided were 55,603 at a cost of
£521 5s.9d. The total number of one-third pints of milk provided on
payment was 177,527, this scheme being run and organised by the Head
Teachers. Poverty is not by any means the sole cause of malnutrition,
it is found in homes with satisfactory incomes where both parents are
working, as a great deal of tinned and preserved foods are used in these
households.  If more work could be found for the male population, a
great improvement could be expected, as at present a very large proportion
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bacteriologically confirmed; all the contacts had naso-pharyngeal swahs
examined with negative results. A case of Scarlet Fever was notified on
the same day in the same house as the one of Cerebro Spinal Meningitis
and was carefully isolated in hospital, but fortunately did not develop
the latter disease. In May another Cerebro Spinal Meningitis patient
was notified and remeved to hospital, the patient in this instance was a
boy aged twelve, who was dangerously ill for a long period but eventually
recovered. In this case also the diagnosis was bacteriologically
confirmed, but swabs from the immediate contacts proved negative on
examination. In December a child aged three months was found to be
suffering from Cerebro Spinal Meningitis and promptly removed to
hospital, where the diagnosis was bacteriologically confirmed, swabs were
taken from all the other members of the family, the one taken from the
father proved positive and he was found to be suffering from a mild form
of the disease and isolated in hospital. The child suffered from a very
severe type of the disease and died immediately after the end of the year.
In all the above cases, the greatest precautions were taken with the
immediate contacts, the children being excluded from school for three
weeks.,

Puerperal Pyrexia.--6 cases were notified, in four instances a
Consultant was called in under the County Maternity Scheme and
privately in another case. Two patients were removed to the North
Staffordshire Infirmary and one to the Congleton War Memorial
Hospital, another patient had already been confined in that institution,
the pyrexia in this instance being due to Acute Rheumatism. One of the
patients, notified as suffering from Puerperal Pyrexia, died.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum, —2 cases were notified and made

satisfactory progress. This disease should now be notified directly to the
County Medical Officer.

Pneumonia and Influenza.—18 cases of Primary and g of
Influenzal Pneumonia were notified; three cases of the former and
one of the latter were treated in hospital. During February a large
number of cases of Influenza oceurred, but nothing to compare with
the epidemic of 4 years ago, either as regards severity or number of
cases. One school was closed for a short period on account of this

disease, an infant school was also closed owing to the prevalence of
Influenza and Mumps.

































