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COMPSTALL URBAN DISTRICT.

ANNUAL REPORT
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1914.

(T LT TR RTRT TR AT

To the Chairman and Members of the Compstall Urban Distriet
Council.
GENTLEMEN,
I have pleasure in reporting on the Sanitary conditions pre-
vailing in the Urban District of Compstall during the year 1914.

A—NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE DISTRICT.

1.—The district is chiefly rural, and lies on the South and
South-Easterly portion of the Werneth Hills, in the North-Waest
portion of the County of Chester, being separated from the Glossop
Rural District, in the County of l}u‘h‘u by the river Etherow. Tt
is bounded on Hw North by the hmmln'h of Hyde, on the West and
South-West by the Romiley and Brﬂclbun U.D.C., and on the East
and South-East by the Glossop Rural District. The urban portion
of the district lies at the lower border of the district on the South
and South-Easterly side. The sub-soil is a mixture cf sand and clay,
with underlying rceck.

32.—Population of the district at census 1911 was 908.
' s - 1901 ,, 875.
Increase during decennium 1901-1211 was 33, or 3 per 1,000,
I estimate the population for year 1914 to be 912.
Number of houses inhabited in July, 1914, was 236,

Average number per house was 3°9.



b

The chief occupations of the inhabitants of the urban portion
are weaving and spinning. The inhabitants of the rural portion are
chiefly farmers and lahourers.

There iz a fair amount of outdoor relief to the old inhabitants.

There are no cases, so far as I can gather, at present in the
Union, nor are there any cases receiving gratuitous meaical relief.

The social conditions of the inhabitants are clean and healthy,
with one or two exceptions.

The mills have been working full time up to the commencement
of the war. During the war they are only running half-time.
There is, however, not much acute distress. Local relief is being
aiven to one or two cases.

There are no reports of overcrowding.

B.—SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.

WATER SUPPLY.

The water supply is abundant, constant, and of good drinking
qualities.

It is obtained frem springs on the upland, and conveved to two
reservoirs, from whence it is carried by mains to the houses.

The reservoirs are cleaned out and limed every vear, and the
mains are flushed periodically.

Provision has been made to divert the water before it reaches
the reservoirs in times of flood.

The water is free from lead, and has no plumbo-solvent action.

There is very little possibility of contamination. Some of the
houses in the urban portion and the houses in the rural portion are
supplied from springs and wells. These are well protected, and
free from contamination. The question of erection of tents on the
upland ought to recsive your attention owing to the liability of
wells and springs becoming contaminated by persons using the ‘said
tents.



RIVERS AND STREAMS.

The river Etherow, which separates the distriet from the
(ilossop Rural Distriet is contaminated with the refuse from works
higher up the river, and cecasionally is malodorous, but there has
been no complaint owing to the large amount of rainfall.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The sewage consists of slopwater, and 1s conveyed by the sewers
to a reserve, which collects river and spring water for the turbine
at the mills, thence it flows into the river.

The outlets in the reserve are constantly cleaned, and the
effluvia arising from the reserve has been practically imperceptible.

Your Council are considering the guestion of a sewerage scheme
for the urban portion of the district.

The closet accommodation is sufficient, being one to each house.

The ashpits are not emptied regularly, and complaints have
heen received. The owners of the property remove the ashpit refuse.
I advise the Couneil to arrange for more regular and frequent
emptying and cleansing.

The house refuse is generally burned by the inhabitants.

The tip is a good distance away from any dwelling, and in no
way causes a nuisance.

The house drains are trapped and ventilated.

A record of inspections during the year will be found in the
Inspector’'s Report.,

No. of privies:

Mo, of closets:

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT

This has been regularly carried out by the anpevtm who has
reported that he has made during the year 145 inspections; 6 in-
formal notices served ; no prosecutions; no statutory notices served.

1 have also visited and inspected the urban portion of the
dastrict regularly.

I have made special visits and inspections of houses in the rural
portion where nuisances or cases of fever have been reported.

There are no lodging-houses, slanghter-honses or offensive
trades in the distriet.
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SCHOOLS.
The schools have heen inspected, and found clean and healthy.

There iz sufficient closet accommodation. The p]ay—}rard 158
asphalted, and the supply of water is good and pure.

The School Medical Officer has not reported any infectious case
this year.

There was a slight epidemic of scarlet fever during the year.
This will be dealt with in the report on infectious diseases.

FOOD.

(a)—Milk Supply:

The milk supplied by the farmers residing in and out of the
district is good and wholesome. No prosecutions reported. The
cans and utensils are kept clean.

The farms in the distriet have been inspected and found free
from any sanitary defects.

Cowsheds are limewashed twice a year.

Cowshed rules have been distributed amcengst the farmers.

OTHER FOODS.

There were no prosecutions under Sale of Food and Drugs Act.
The premises were clean and sanitary on inspection. Food whole-
some, No diseased meat was found.

HOUSING ACCOMMODATION.

The houses are substantially built, and of sufficient accommo-
dation. Backyards are spacious, and in most cases kept clean and
sanitary. Open spaces are numerous, and the blocks of houses are

well apart and not congested. Number of houses erected during
the year, 1.

Under section 17 of Housing (Inspection of District) Regula-
tions, 1909 :—

a. No. ef houses inspected during the year 1914, 12,
. No. of dwelling-houses found unfit for habitation, none.

¢. No. of representations made to local authority, none.
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n. No. of elosing orders made, none.

E. No. of dwelling-houses the defects in which were remedied
without the making of closing orders, none.

F. The number of dwelling-houses which, after the making of
closing orders, were put into a fit state for human habi-
tation, none.

¢. The general character of defects found, none.

SANITARY ADMINISTRATION OF THE DISTRICT.

1.—The Inspector and I have made regular periodical visits to
houszes and farms in urban and rural portions. Special visits have
been made in all infectious cases, and the houses have been
disinfected by the Inspector or his assistant.

2.—The Council have an arrangement with the Hyde Corpora-
tion by which cases requiring isolation can be remov ed, and treated
at the Hyde Isolation Hospital. The Council retain one bed, and
can send other cases if necessary. This is sufficient for the district.
Two cases of scarlet fever, one of diphtheria, and one of typhoid
were isolated at the Hospital during the year.

There were no chemical or bactericlogical examinations during
the year. The Council have made arrangements with the Bacterio-
logical Laboratory, Manchester, so that specimens may be sent for
examination.

PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OVER ACUTE INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

A slight epidemic of Scarlet Fever hroke out in October, 12
cases being reported. In January a case was reported on Werneth
Low, which is the highest part of the district, and adjacent to the
Hyde Borough.

In May and June two cases cecurred at a farm on Werneth

Low.

These three cases attended school in the borough of Iyde,
where there was an epidemic of Scarlet Fever, and there was little
doubt that the children contracted the disease from school. The
two at the farm were 1solated at Hyde Hospital, and strict orders
given with regard to milk.
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The outhreak in October was mild, and all cases were isolated
at home, and all the children anointed with eucalyptus oil. The
affected children were isolated for six weeks. There were no return
CcAses,

One case was reported on Oct. 1st, age 8.

Two cases were reported on Oct. 3, aged 4 and 35.
One case was reported on Oct. 4, age 12.

Two cases were reported on Oct, 6, age 25 and 11.
One case was reported on Oct. 8, age 12.

Two cases were reported on Oct. 12, age 6 and 4.
One case was reported on Oct, 17, age 2,

Omne case was reported on Oct. 22, age 6.

One case was reported on Oct. 30, age 4.

One case was reported on Dec. 3, age 18.

There were no deaths from Scarlet Fever. One case of Typhoid
was reported on September 14th, and isolated the same day at Hyde
Hespital. No cause could be found.

One case of Diphtheria was reported on July 30, and sent to
Hospital the same day. This case died suddenly, after apparent
improvement, on August 8, 1914. I visited and inspected premises,
but could find no defects in drains.

One case of Erysipelas was reported en December lst. This
was 1solated at home.

There was no case of Tuberculosis reported.

A report on the outbreak of Scarlet Fever was sent to the
Medical Officer of Health for the County on October 9, 1914.

It was not deemed advisable to ¢cloze the schools.

There were two cases of Measles reported.

OTHER DISEASES.

The district has been free from Influenza and other Infectious
Diseases. There is no prevalence of any particular disease.
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The mothers are certainly better educated as regards the care
of infants, and feed them more rationally. Improvements could
be made 1n certain cases, and the District Nurse iz very attentive to
any case notified. Circulars have been distributed by her, and
parents instructed both by the doctors and nurse. There have been
no cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

I have inspected bcoks, bag, apphiances, and house of midwife
reziding in the district’ four times this year, and found everything
ratislactory.

The Notification of Births Act has not been adopted.

There was one death of infants under one year. This was due
to malformation of brain.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Males. Females. Total.
Birtlis  ....coieense. S Uk ol T i 1}
Deaths ............ T A G gy G

The death of one resident cceurred at an institution outside
the district.

Birth-rate (caleulated upon the number of births per 1,000
registered births) is 9,

Death-rate, per 1,000 registered deaths, 1s D.8.

The Birth-rate and death-rate are both lower than last year's,
which were respectively 20 and 14.

There was one death of infant under cne year, making a
death-rate of 100 per 1,000 registered births.

The following table gives the ages at which the deaths cccurred :

LR ) el o e e R ]
L T T e e i e 1
2 ik R Sl e e e e S ey i sk Nil.
] A G L A A Nil.
15 T el L G e e B S Nil.
25 A o R T AL R s e 2

45 S TR A =l LR AN e

l
D and Mpwards: oo i b s e 4



The deaths from classified diseases were :—

Diphtheria ... e i R e SR 1
Bronchilis © fcoi et sism s e i na R 1
Nephritis and Bright's Disease .................. 2
Accidents and Diseases of Pregnancy ......... |
MalbormBBiom  ocooocaien st e s s T s 1
Other Defined Diseases .................ccoeeee... 3

I append the report of the Sanitary Inspector, along with tabu-
lated statements of inspections and vital statistics required by the
Local Government Board and the County Couneil.

I remain,
Yours obediently,

CHAS. H. HIBBERT,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Annual Report of the Surveyor and Inspector of
Nuisances for the Year 1914.

LT L TR T TR R SR DT E T LT LT LT

ROADS.

Low Top Quarry has been rented up to the 31st of March this
year, and Low Top Hill has been metalled and the hill is in a very
good condition. The remaining parts of the roads have been kept in
the usual condition. I have sold 14 Loads of Stone to private
owners.

PLANS.

The following plans have been passed by the Council :—5 new
Bungalows behind ** Tobit Farm "’ for Mr. Green, of Stockport, and
7 Cabins on various farms; the drains of Mr. Smth’s and Mr.
Green’s houses have been passed.

SANITARY.

No. 1, Privies.—The privies have been kept in fair order, and
ail complaints have been attended to. The majority of houses have
Privy-Ashpits ;: frequent inspections have been made en bloe, and
are kept clean.

No. 2.—The number of premises visited during the year is 145,
and number of defects discovered 6 : informal notices served, all of
which have been abated. No prosecution or statutory notices
served

No. 3, Houvsine ReEcurarions.—Twelve houses have been in-
spected for the purpose of Section 17 of the Act of 1909, and were all
found to conform with the Clauses of the Act as to light, circulation
of air, and eondition of house and yard.

A —No Dwelling-houses were found in a dangerous state or unfit
for human habitation,

B.—None.
(' —No closing orders made.
D .-—None.

E.—None.

F.-—-None.
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The majority of houses are tenanted by mill hands, and are
well looked after by the owners, The Closets and Ashpits are
emptied frequently, and any small nwisance reported, and 1mme-
diately rectified. The Farms are in a good state, kept clean, and the
Shippons whitewashed.

The Mill has been inspected frequently, and found-in good
order. There have been 16 houses stoved——15 Secarlet Fever and
1 IMphtheria.

WATER SUPPLY.
The Water Supply has been good, and the reservoirs kept clean.
T. MORGAN BEVAN,

Surveyor and Inspector.
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CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL.

Tabular Summary of Sanitary Work during 1914,

Name of Disir ¢r, Compstall Urban.
I. ADOPTIVE ACTS.

Which of the undernamed Acts is pow in force in your district?

1. Infectious Diseases Prevention Act, IBBO. ... ... .ioNe.

2 Motificsbion ol Binthe Aet o sl B R g sl i No,

3. Public Health Acts [ Amendment) "LM 1800, Parct IIT. ...-cooovveenns, Mo,

4. Public Health Acts (Amendment) m.-t | e e Na,
(State Sections in force.. None.)

5 Other Adoptive Aels ................. B A e A B e e e T Naone,

1I. BYE-LAWS AND REGULATIONS.

State subject matter of any new Bye-Lawa or Regulations brought into
force during 19i4. A copy of any new Bye-Laws or Regulations
s L T g L None,

III. MILK SUPPLY.

1. Number of Registered Premises at close of 1914 : —
Number inspected
- during 1914,
(ol DRirresr oo None.

() Cowsheds .............. 20 20
(¢} Milkshops .. ............. None,
2. Number of Notices served for Hnn—mmp]i&m'e with Regula-
tiong ... e N0,
3 Number of Legal htmm, I,s;]u:-t: I'm* - uﬁmpllmm{- mih
\rntu':w. It e MNone,

IV. FOOD INSPECTION.

1. Is this systematically earried out in your Distriet?............. ... .. Yes
2 Number of ngmwhlu houses in your District (o) Puoblie...._.... Nane,
(b} Private........ N,
3 Number of inspections made of Slaughter-houses during 1914 :
(a)y Public......... Noame,
{b) Private........ None,

4. Are systematic inspections made of premises other than Slaughter-
houses where food is produced or sold? If so, please state generally
nature of premises so inspected...... IFizh Shops and Chip shops and
General Grocers,

V. WATER SUPFLY.

. Have any extensions been carried out during 1914% 1If =0, please

append=IeIal DOl e e e AR e e None,

2, Number of Samples analysed during 1914—Chemically ......... Moy,
Bacteriologiceally.. None.

3 Are any, and if so what, parts of your district still without a

proper supply of water** ................................................. None,



V1.

L3

POLLUTION OF RIVERS AND STREAMS.
In your opinion, are any Rivers or Streams in yvour District polluted,
or likely to be polluted at times, by any of the following?

Source of Pollution.

River or Stream Concerned,

()

{a) Public Sewage Disposal Waorks. .

(I} Private Sewage Disposal works...

¢} Solid matter (accumlations of
cinders, refuse, sludge, &e.)..

........................

(d) House Drainage

ie) Manufacturing waste or effluents...

(B e s s e S

(¢] Refuse from sinks in urban
portion.

() None,

(&) None.

VII. SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.
1. Specily any new works of sewerage carried out during 1914.. None.
¢ Are any, and if so what, parts of your district still without a
proper system of sewers?..................... Both Urban and Rural.
3. By what system iz sewage disposed of?...Slop water from sinks
empties into Reserve which eollects River and Spring Water for
Turbines at Mill. ‘Thence it flows into the River.
4. Have there been any complaints to your knowledge during 1914 as to
e v | e e R LT R R G R e None,
5. Have any alterations or extensions taken place to your knowledge in
the disposal works during 1814% ... .ociiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniiineiinns Noae.
VIII. SCAVENGING.
1. By whom 1= this earried out?. . Calico Printers’ Azsociation and
Private Owners.
2. Approximate number of the following in vour distriet :-
How frequently Scavenged?
(a) Midden Privies ............... L e Six times a year,
(b} Dry Ashpite ..........c.cc0nvnee T nees Six times a yvear,
() Pail Closets . ......cooviiiie GRS . Every fortnight.
o I T o R S e e RS e R Every fortnight.
[e] C{!Hetp-m']-]:s ...................... e P
3. Is the present system in your opinion inadeguate in any
T T I e B LA Vs
IX. HOUSING.
1. MNumber of new houwses buili r]u!'illg L L . One
2. Number of dwelling-houses inspected under s. 17 Act of 1909...... 12,
3 Number of such houvses considered unfit for habitetion............None.
4 Number of !'Epl'ﬂ»-ﬂ.‘l]hllimm made to Loeal Authority...............None,
5. Number of closing orders made by Local Authority............... None.
6. Number of houses where defects remedied without closing orders
e e o o P SRS None.
T. xl“llhl'] Hr ]Il’]“ﬁp"‘\ 'I.".lh"r!" Ilt'rﬁ‘["\ l'i"TIII'J"I'.I.itHI ._l-rl'f"l [.I.H?‘-ill”' l:l:ll:‘t'l."hh
ETR M o v TV e B e a3 s B e IS e SR s e T e st whe s s IO
8 Estimated or ascertained ||um|nr of houses within limits of rent
B R L B I e v e e rama g skt
9. Number of such houses in respect of which nolice was served during

I e T i S T e e ) Mo,
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13.
X. TOWN PLANNING.

Has any scheme of Town Planning been put forward for your District or

XI.

R R O L

14

Number of such honses closed after notice ...........................None,
Number of such houses where Loeal Authority ]ltn L-xuuh_-:l N e -

b T o e o e e B S e S Naone.
Approximate number of back o back houses in distriet............... 15.
Approximate number of cellar dwellings in distriet.._............... One.

any part thereof? [f so, please make briel note of

ia} Part of District covered by Scheme.... No Scheme heen
put Fforward.

(b} Aren ......... B T T

L LY L o o

{d) How far has the Scheme pmgmmeﬂ at date of making
hiris: R S L P U D A i e e Tt

PREVENTION OF CONSUMPTION.

Kindly state acticn taken during 1914 under following heads :-

Sanitary Inspection of patients’ houses ...........cooveiiiiiiniinenns None.,
Dasnfection of dilbe .....ccciccimirmmmnnimcisimiianerinsrains e Mo S None,
Distribution of Circulars mntmmng R T e e Yes,
Action to prevent epitting ........... R R S e Notices,
Supply of disinfectant ......... ... Free, but none supplied.
Supply of gputum flasks, paper handkerchiefs, &e. ... . ... .. None,
Visitation by Nurses or Health Visitors..............cooiiiiiinnins None.

(Signed) CHAS. H. HIBBERT.

January 3lst, 1915,
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