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Divisional Health Office,
Woaodville,
Scar Lane,

Golcar,
. C?iear Huddersfield

December, 1954

To the Chairman and Members of the
Colne Valley Urban District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my 6th Annual Report on
the Health of the Colne Valley Urban District and the work of the
Public Health Department during 1958. The report is the 16th in the
series since the formation of the Urban District in 1938.

I am again indebted to your Chief Sanitary Inspector for the com-
pilation of Sections I1I, IV and V, which deal with the Sanitary Circum-
stances of the Area, Housing and the Inspection and Supervision of
Food. These Sections form the Chief Sanitary Inspector’s Report for
the year and contain much very important information.

As in previous years particulars are given in Section VII of the
Services provided under Part 3 of the National Health Service Act, 1946
by the West Riding County Council as the Local Health Authority.

The vital statistics for the year do not call for any particular
comment,

There has been no unusual incidence of infectious or other diseases
except an increase in the number of cases of Scarlet Fever and the occur-
rence of a single case of Smallpox. Again no cases of confirmed
Diphtheria have occurred in the Area. This satisfactory position can
not be! expected to continue unless greater use is made of the facilities
for immunisation.  Far too many young children are not being immun-
ised during their first vear of life, Parents must be warned that a
re-occurrence of the disease is possible unless a greater number of
children are given protection,

Greater use has been made during the year of the powers existing
under the Housing Acts to deal with unfit houses, but the lack of altern-
ative accommodation has prevented any large scale demolition pro-
gramme being put into effect,

Approval was given during the year by the Ministry of Health
to the Council’s proposal to lay a trunk sewer from Marsden to the
Huddersfield County Borough Boundary. It is hoped that the work of
laying this sewer will be put in hand as soon as possible in order that
the use of the obsolete Sewage Disposal Works in the District may be
discontinued.

The Chief Sanitary Inspector and his staff have continued their
campaign for improved standards of hygiene in food preparing premises
and shops with very satisfactory results, '

In conclusion I again wish to express my thanks to the Chairman
and all Members of the Council for their continued interest and support
and to record my appreciation for the help and co-operation received
from the Clerk and other Chief Officers. In particular my thanks are
due to Mr. A. Schofield, your Chief Sanitary Inspector and his Hssi-;ta‘mt;
for the invaluable help and loyal service at all times frr:el}r given : =

I am,
Your obedient servant,
ERIC WARD,
Medical Officer of Health

























Section I11
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water Supply

The Huddersfield Corporation are the Statutory Water Under-
takers for the Colne Valley area with the exception of Scammonden, a
widely scattered hamlet of approximately 108 houses to the north of
the District. The Scammonden area is served by a number of private
springs and wells, in 74 instances the water being piped into the houses,

The water mains of the statutory body by no means cover the
whole area, and water is supplied from many other sources. During
the year 144 houses on one of the Council’s housing estates have been
transferred to the mains supply.

The Dartmouth Estate continues to supply water in the Slaith-
waite area.

There are in the area innumerable small private supplies serving
groups of from 20 houses down to single dwellings, and although a
number of these supplies are known to be unsuitable for domestic pur-
poses, they are the only water supplies available, and a mains supply
i1s not possible without some considerable extensions of the Statutory
Undertakers’ mains, In the meantime, improvements to the existing
supplies are still being carried out where possible.

A total of 27 samples of water were taken during the year for
bacteriological examination, 10 being reported as satisfactory and 17 as
unsatisfactory. Following investigations, the possibility of extending
the water undertakers mains is under consideration for the houses which
were the source of the majority of the unsatisfactory samples, and im-
provements at the springs is being carried out in other instances.

Two samples from the Council’s private water supply were
examined for plumbo-solvency and found to be satisfactory. This
supply has now been discontinued, the houses, as stated above, being
transferred to the Corporation mains,

Drainage and Sewerage

Large parts of the District are still not sewered, and use of the
water carriage system in these parts is very limited. The Official Ep-
quiry into the scheme for the provision of a new trunk sewer was held
during the year and the Ministry’s instructions were being awaited at
the close of the vear. When this work is carried out and the necessary
branch sewers laid it will be possible to extend the water carriage system
to other parts of the District. During the year 18 inspections of
sewers were made and 1 nuisance remedied.

Closet Accommodation,

The abolition of privies and pail closets, where possible, is still
proceeding and during the year 82 privies and 15 pail closets were
abolished and replaced by 68 water closets,
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2. Remedy of defects during the year without Service of Formal
Motices:—

(a) Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the Local

Authority or their officers ‘ Nil
(b) Number of defective dwelling houses (excluding
those in (a) above) in which defects were o

remedied in consequence of informal action.

3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year:—

(1) Housing Act, 1936, Sections 9 and 10 ... Nil

(2) Public Health Acts— !
Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which ’
Notices were served requiring defects to be remedied Nil
Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were ;
remedied after service of formal notices ... Nil

Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act 1936:—

(1) Number of representations, etc., made in respect ot
dwelling-houses unfit for human habitation 10

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which

Demolition Orders were made

(3) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance
of Demolition Orders 5

(4) Number of dwelling-houses closed on undertakings
(not demolished)

(5) Number of dwelling-houses made fit on undertakings 2
Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936:—

(1) Number of separate temements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were made Nil

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were de-
termined, the tenement or room aving been ren-
dered fit Nil

4, Housing Act, 1936 — Part IV.  Overcrowding.

In the absence of a census it is impossible to assess the
position with regard to overcrowding with any degree of al:cumt[;rmﬂ;;“
general action is possible, but special cases brought to notice are deat
with as opportunity arises,

During the year 3 new cases of overcrowding were rec
orde
%X cases were abated. d, and

From observations and information obtained during the :
would appear that the percentage of Legal Overcrowdin & in Colne };Ear it
is fairly low, but that the application of the bedroom Sehidaia t:a.llej,r
same houses would show marked overcrowding in a b, .nu hz the
cases., Special visits in connection with 23 cases of alleged f:-vc-rcm 2%k of
revealed only 3 cases of legal overcrowding. Towding
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Section VI. :
PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES

The most noteworthy event of the year was the occurence of a
case of smallpox. There were also increases in the number of cases of
Scarlet Fever and Measles.

Smallpox

One case of smallpox was notified and confirmed during the year,
the patient being a boy aged 16 years and resident in Linthwaite. The
patient was admitted to Oakwell Smallpox Hospital, Birstall, where he
died.

A full report of this case will be found on page 8a of Section
VII of this report. g

Diphtheria

During the year one case of Diphtheria was notified but after
admission to hospital the diagnosis was not confirmed.

Supplies of Anti-Toxin for the treatment of suspected cases and
contacts are obtainable by medical practitioners through the hospital
service, stocks being held at the Mill Hill Isolation Hospital, Hudders-
field, and the Huddersfield Royal Infirmary. Diphtheria Prophylatic
for immunisation can be obtained by medical practitioners on application
to the Divisional Medical Officer.

The immunisation campaign continued during the year, the inocu-
lations being carried out by medical practitioners and officers of the
County Health Department. Some 55 children of school age and 186
children under 5 years of age received a complete course of injections,
whilst 783 children who had been inoculated some years ago received
“booster’” doses.

Further particulars of immunisations carried out and the immun-
isation state of the area will be found in Section VII of this report.

Scarlet Fever

During the year 50 cases of Scarlet Fever were notified, all of
which were confirmed, as compared with 12 in the previous year. Al-
though the disease was mild in character in most of the cases, 38 of the
patients were admitted to Mill Hill Isolation Hospital,

The distribution of the cases in the various wards is shown in the
table given below:—

i I' T T e i
Ward Jan. Feb. Mar. Apl. "'Y{]“Hilulr!iu\g. Sep. Oct. |Nm.‘ Dec.|Tot')
1 |
o [T 77 e R e e
North-East | | | | I | ! |
{(Golear) —-|¢;s £ 8| 3} 5|~| 1| 8| 1| —]43
South-East . '
(Linthwaite) |—|—| t| 1| of 1| a| «[—]| 21|_|_ s
West | | | &) |
{(Marsden) — == === == 1= == 1 |
North , I
{(Scammonden) | — | — | — — ‘ e ot el e T e e
Gﬂqt-ml ; | —s
(Slaithwaita) —lﬂl—[il—“—|“—'_—- 1 li_ aia
- a ] 4 1 3 8 1 T
T
_____________I

























COMPARATIVE STATISTICS

] Aggregate [ﬁie'ﬂ land
Colne Denby|Holm-| Kirk- | Mel- [Saddlel | Woest ing
Valley Iihaﬂi;jIIr firth |burton| tham worth | Division| Riding gﬁdﬂllﬂ-
UuD.| UD|/UD.|UD.|UD. | UD.| No.20 | UD’s. unty
— il .
Area (Acres) .. 16,062 10,165]17,665 14,577 59,0618 485 82,750 | 380,334 | 1,600,759
Population . . 21,6709,651 | 18,760 17,610 5,097 16,610 89,398 | 1,158,200 | 1,502,600
Live Births .. .| 208 | 134 | 236 | 208| 77| 83| 1138 | 17,795 | 25026
Still Births .. sue T fi b Bl — ] 29 487 633
Deaths .. .. | 217| 125| a66| 350| e2 | 222 | 4410 | 44462 | 18,504
Deaths under 1 year
| of age . T 1 7 4 3| 8 an 402 733
|
Birth Rate H
. Per 1,000 estimated |
' population (Crude) | 13.75 | 13-88 [ 12.78 | 11.81 | 1541  11.02 | 127 15:4 15.7
o (Adjusted) | 1416 | 14-85 | 13.08 | 1524 | 15,26 11-35 . 15.5 160
|  — ———
Death Rates
All per 1,000 est- |
imated population .
All Causes (Crude) | 12-78 | 12:95 | 19-45 | 20.39 | 1216 13-37| 15.77 12.5 11-6
" " {Adjum:' 1163 | 11-66 | 16-73 | 18-55 '"‘.'-3'!' 12:03 * 12.6 12-1

Infective and Para-
sitic diseases ex-
cluding T.B. but '
including  Syphiliz

|  and other V.D, ... [ 048 = | 011 | 045 | 020 006 018 l].m'll -01%

Tuberculosis of .
Hesplrﬂtmjr system| 005 | 0.31 0141 | 062 0.20 012 023 017 0-16

Oither forms of
Tuberculosis .. | 0.08 = - 0,06 - | - 0.02 002 02
Respiratory Diseases
{excluding tuber- |
culosis of respir-

atory system) .. | 116 | 0:31 1-60 | 1.99( 1.77 | IR 1-32 1:39 1-30
Cancer .. — | 1408 | 187 | 2.67 | 200 | .77 | 1-44 2.18 1-9%9 1-88
| Heart a.mj Circul- |
atory Diseases . a3 | 570 | B.00 | 746 432 | 620 6-40 463 4-26
Vascular Lesions of 1|
the Nervous Sys. |
e : {-80 | 2-38 | 3.85 | 3.920 | 1.96 199 2.04 100 1:-76
Infant Mortality 2349 | T-A8 | 20.66
ity F . . 1923 | 38.96 | 43-79 20 2 '
- [ G4l 276 29-3
Maternil Morlality —- T = - - -84 0-38 0
= : 54

* Figures not available,
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al children were

S orth Urban District 46 individu
In the Saddlewor gt bt

found to be infected on at least one occasion (2.66%
population, .

The problem of head infestation still remains a matter of serious
concern but it is pleasing to report that the number of individual child-
ren found to be infested has shown a continuing improvement, particu-
larly when it is remembered that a much higher standard is now Fxpected
and that all infestations, however slight, are recorded. This improve-
ment is no doubt due to the more constant supervision given by the
School Nurses.

Total number of warning letters sent ... i, o <208
Total number of exclusive notices served ... 40
Total number of home visits Eaid 237
Total number of individual children found to be
Verminous ol 307
Total number of Cleansing Notices issued 9

Total number of Cleansing Orders issued ... s 6

(As all the figures in respect of the Saddleworth Urban District are
not available none have been included).

When a child who has been cleansed by an officer of the Education
Authority as a result of a Cleansing Order is found at a subsequent in-
spection to be re-infested the Authority may take proceedings against
the parents under Section 54 (8) of the Educalion Act for allowing re-
infestation to take place. There were no prosecutions during the year.

Arrangements for Treatment.
School Clinics.

There are no special school clinics set up in this Division but
minor ailments receive attention and “‘booster’ doses of diphtheria
prophylactic are given at 16 Infant Welfare Clinics in the area. During

'the year a total of 970 attendances were made by school children at
such clinics.
Special Clinics.
Ophthalmic Clinics.
The arrangements detailed in my report for the vear 1950 have
continued, Dr. J. V. Kirkwood devoting two sessions per week to clinics
in this Division. Additional sessions are arranged when necessary.

During the year 82 special clinic sessions were arranged and these
were attended by 643 children who made 781 attendances. Spectacles
were prescribed for 195 children, 262 were found not to require any
change, and 186 did not require spectacles. The number of children who
attended for re-checking of glasses newly obtained was 138,

Cases requiring orthoptic treatment may obtain this either through
the hospital service or, if in the Saddleworth Area, they may attend the
fErlihnptir Clinic, Scottfield, Oldham, which is provided by the Oldham
tducation Committee. A charge of 5/- per attend is pai
West Riding Eduecation Cummiﬁtee.' SR GlancH: B w3 e

Ear, Nose, and Throat Clinics.

The special Ear, Nose, and Throat Clinic idi i
conducted by Mr, W. O, Lodge, M.D., F.R .C.g?rhfsﬁgjﬁdéggtgglgiﬂmnt
:Iulrllhlnidersﬁch!i R;:},’ﬂ] Infirmary. During the year 6 sesgion;l we:e
1eld and 104 individual children we i
g I i were seen, 31 being referred for opera-
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