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PUBLIC ASSISTANCE.

In the Cockermouth Urban District, which is included in the
M1d—'(3umherland Guardians’ Area, the number of persons in
receipt of outdoor relief was 80, giving a proportion of (approxi-
mately) 1 1n 59 of the population, as compared with 1 in 60 in 1941,
1 in 84 in 1943, 1 in 77 in 1942, 1 in 57 in 1941, 1 in 36 in 1940, 1 in
96 in 1939, and 1 in 23 in 1938.

8 persons were admitted to Public Assistance Hospital from

this district during the year, giving a proportion of 1 in 593 of
the population.—1944—9 persons, and 1 in 544 of population.

Comparisons with 1944 '—

Out-door Relief. Indoor
Relief.
Clockermouth U.D. 1945 80 8
1944 81 9
Vital Statistics.
BIRTHS.

Live Births.—There were 57 Live Births (27 male and 320
females) registered as belonging to the district; of these 7
(3 males and 4 females) were illegitimate.

The net live birth rate was accordingly 12.0 per 1,000 of the
population, compared with 15.9 for the previous year.

Clomparisons may be given as follows :—

Birth Rates, 1945—Cumberland 17.4
Rural Districts of Cumberland ... 17.5

Urban Districts of Cumberland ... 17.2

England and Wales 16.1
Cockermouth Rural District 16.2
Cockermouth Urban District 120

The percentage of illegitimate live births was 12.2 as compared

with 15.3 1in 1944,

Still Births.—There was only 1 still birth registered, so that the
still birth rate per 1,000 of the population was .21, as compare
with 1.22 for 1944. (The rate for all England and Wales was 0.46).

The still birth rate per 1,000 total live and still births was
17.2, as compared with 71.4 for 1944,

DEATHS.
The number of deaths registered as belonging to Cockermouth

was 59. This gives a ¢rude death rate of 12.4 per 1,000 of the popu-
Jation as compared with 10.4 for the previous year.
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General Provision of Health Services in the Area.

PUBLIC HEALTH STAFKF.
Part-time Medical Officer of Health.
~ Sanitary Inspector, Mr. Wm. Nicholls, M.ILM. and C.E., A.R.
San. 1., who is also the Surveyor and Water Engineer.
Mr. Kenneth Fawcett was Clerk in the Surveyor’s office until
the end of October, when he joined H.M. Forces.
Mr. James Ellwood was appointed in his place in November.

LABORATORY WORK.

The following table shows the amount of work done in con-

nection with investigations of certain cases of illness during the
year 1945:—

Material Test applied Result :
for— Pos. Neg.
Throat or nose swabs Diplhtheria o 2
. Haemclytic Streptococci 2 1
sputum Tuberculosis 1 6

...................................

Other particulars under Provision of Health Services remain
as detailed in my 1930 and subsequent reports.

-----------------------------------

Sanitary Circumstances of the District.

WATER SUPPLY.

The amount of Crummock Water used by Cockermouth Urban
District during the year under review was 107,200,000 gallons.
(This, of course, includes the gquantity used for trade purposes).

The consumption of water per head of the population using the
water worked out as approximately 53 gallons a day.

The water is obtained from Workington Corporation in bulk
and is considered to be of high quality. (Analyses are carried out
as a general rule by the Workington Corporation).

All the houses in the Urban District are supplied with water
from the public water mains with the exception of the following :—
Two houses at Tarn Close, Lorton Road, having wells. and 3t.
Helen's Private School and Lodge, Strawberry Howe Farm,
Annfield Farm, Park House and Park House Farm. which have
private piped supplies. ' 259 houses have to obtain their water from
common taps either in the yard or wash-house supplied from the
public mains. ] X

There were no extensions of water mains during the year.

The Reservoir on the Moor was cleaned out in March and
October. ; _

The Secondary School reservoir was cleaned out in May.

During the yvear 200 yards of 3in. main was scraped (from
veilux valve in Lorton Road to ‘Booster pumps’ near the Cemetery
gates). ' :

There continue to be complaints of water shortage in the
higher parts of the town as in the past.



DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The sewage effluent from the Outfall Works remained satis-
factory.  Dried sludge was removed to the refuse tip by the
Council. None was applied for by market gardeners.

Sewer Extensions.—Nil during 1945.

SCAVENGING AND REMOVAL OF REFUSE.

The method of scavenging and removal of refuse proceeds as
formerly ; coilection is bi-weekly.

The new motor refuse-collecting vehicle was first put into use
at the beginning of the year and has proved to be a definite
advantage over the horse-drawn vehicular method.

In the Goat area night soil is still removed by the Council
from a few houses (all but one condemned).

Salvage of Waste Paper.—During the yvear 36 tons were baled
and despatched to Paper Mills (1944—51 tons).

~ The refuse tip at Tarn Close continues in use with controiled
fippang.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT.

The Sanitary Inspection of the district is undertaken by Mr.
W. Nicholls, Sanitary Inspector and Surveyor to the Council.
His friendly and ever willing co-operation is much appreciated,
and I here record my indebtedness to him for his assistance in the
making of this report at the end of which will be found his
Summary of Work done—in accordance with Article 10 of {the
Sanitary Officers’ Order, 1926.

FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

_ The following table shows the position in Cockermouth Urban
Distriet av the end of 1945. No serious defects were noted by the
Sanitary Inspector who made 66 visits in all :

Premises. Inspec- Defects Written Defects  Prose-

Number tions. TFound Notives. HRemedied cutions
Factories withh mechanical

power 19 29 2 1 2 —

Factories without do 49% 37 o o 0 —
Other Premizes under Act

Totals 68 66 2 1 2 —

*14 of these relate to bakehouses
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Where results are unsatisfactory as to cleanliness endeavour
is made to secure improvement. On a sample of milk being
reported as tubercular, investigation is made by officials of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. I am indebted to Mr. Joha
Heid, Divisional Inspector of that Authority, for the “Nil”
return of particulars of animals slaughtered under the Tubercu-
losis Order, 1938, from premises registered in the Cockermouth
Urban District during the year 1945 :—

Total number of Animals Slaughtered
Cows in Milk
Other Cows or Heifers
Other Bovine 5
Types of Disease found at Post-mortem—
Tuberculosis of Udder
Tuberculosis with Emaciation
Tuberculosis with chronic cough and showing
definite clinical signs o

This Council has continued to co-operate with the County
Council in the latter’s scheme for general milk sampling, inecluding
Designated, School, and Ungraded Milk.

The production and retailing of milk under “Special
P?]signa,t.inn" in the Cockermouth Urban Distriet in 1945 was as
ollows :—

Tuberculin Tested.—W. Cook, Annfield—Producer and Retailer.
John Cook, Fitz Road—LRetailer.
Accredited.—Isaac Cook, Strawberry Howe—DProducer and
Retailer.
J. Wright, Croft House, Brigham—Producer and
etailer.
* d. Christopherson, Sneckyeat—Producer and
Retailer.
T. Taylor, Waterloo Farm—Producer (mlk retailed
y J. Cook).

In respect of the three last-named the premises for producing
are in the Cockermouth Rural District.

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS.

Siaughter-Tiouses.—The 2 Private Slaughter-Houses (both
re*rmtered} and the Council’s Public Abattoir have not been used
as such since the Ministry of Food on January 14th, 1940, sus-
pended all slaughtering other than in regional a.ha.ttmrs—the
Maryport abattoir serves this distriet under the scheme.

The Sanitary Inspector informs me that the ntInmng were
condemned in the town during 1945:—21 tins meat, 5 tins soups,
15 tins beans, 87 tins fish, 3 tins peas, 32 tins milk, 4 tins beetroot,
1 tin jam, all w:rllmtmﬂ} surrended. A considerable quantity of
feod of various kinds was examined (including 82lbs. butter) and
found unsuitable for sale owing to damage and was returned to
the suppliers through trade channels.

Bakehouses.—These are occasionally inspected. There are
still 14 altogether, of which 5 are considered domestic in type. No
gerious defects are reported.

o000
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Twenly-seven cases of Scarlet Fever were notified, 23 of which
occurred in four months, March to June. Four cases were of
adults aged 26, 30, 42 and 43 years. Seven were of scholars
attending Cockermouth Secondary  School. Nineteen were
removed to hospital. Recovery ensued in each case. The exact
source of origin was found difficult to trace in the majority of
cases, the disease appearing epidemically (several districts in the
Cmml;:,r were more or less similarly affected about the same time).

The case rate per 1,000 of the population was, therefore, 5.8
and the death rate nil as compared with 1.2 (six cases) and nil in
1944, The corresponding rates for all England and Wales (1943)
were 1.89 and .00.

There were no Diphtheria notifications, so that the case and
death rates per 1,000 of the population were both nil, as com-
pared with .61 and nil in 1944. The corresponding rates for all
England and Wales (1945) were 0.46 and .02,

The immunisation campaign against Diphtheria was continued
as before, entailing a lot of unseen work. Most of the actual
incculations were again given by me at the School Clinie (Harford
House, Main Street). Cc-:-pera:l:mn of local Medical Practitioners
and Head Teachers, and, in particular, that of the Coum:,' Health
Visitor, Miss Lawson, is gratefullv acknowledged.

During the year under review 43 elementary school children
and 58 infants of 1 to 5 years were immunised by me, personally.
1.e. officially.

The number of u-llildren in the Cockermouth Urban District
officially immunised. i.e., those who have received the two
immunising doses of A.P.T. (alum-praecipated toxoeid) as sponsored
by the Muustm of Health, amount to 1,049 since inoculations were
commenced in 1941—split up inte age gmups as follows :—Infants
1 to b years...... 386. Children 5 to 15 years......663. Total 1,049.

Note.—Infants under 12 months are not inncul:tted.

There were no notifications of Typhoid (including Para-
typhoid Fever), Encephalitis Lethargica, Poliomyelitis, Cerebro-
Spinal Meningitis, or Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

Puerperal Pyrexia.—No notfification received. The case rate for
Puerperal Pyrexia (including Puerperal Fever) is better ex-
pressed in relation to the number of births registered than to
the population. When calculated on this basis the rate is:—
Puerperal Pyrexia nil per 1000 total births (i.e. live and stili
births), the same as in 1844, The corresponding rate (1945) for
England and Wales was 15,87,





















