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LEUKAEMIA IN MY DISTRICT AND THE PRESS

In 1959 I attended the Royal Society of Health Con-
gress in Harrogate. One morning 1 came down to break-
fast (as usual I was the last down) to find that one of
my districts was splashed across somez of the National
newspapers. Creswell, a town in Clowne Rural Distriet,
was describad as a “willage of fear”, According to the
papers, there had been five deaths from leukaemia in
Creswell in the last two or thre: months. You got the
impression that an air of doom lay over Creswell—like
the feelings shown by a village in a Frankenstein picture.
Of course, one paper in particular tied these deaths up
with radic-activity and H. bombs, etc..etc.

I want tc stress here that the papers concerned did
not gel in touch with me before they printad their story.
I admit I was in Harrogate and not at home, but, my
address cculd easily have been obiained from the Con-
gress Headquarters,

Now, what are the facts ? Ia 1959, there were three
deaths from leukaemia in the Clowne Rural District. If
you take my three districts together you find the follow=-
ing Agures :—

Deaths from Leulkaemia 1855 19558 1957 1958 13959
Bolzover U D. - 2 1 1 -
Blackwell R.D. i 1 3 - 2
Clowne R.D. - 1 - - 3

Remember, the papers said there had been five deaths
from leukaemia in Creswell within a few months! As
the above shows, there have not been five deaths in the
whele of Clowne R.D. in the last FIVE YEARS, never
mind months, And, lumping my three districts together,
there have only been fifteen deaths from leukaemia
the last five years. The figures published in the press
were, therefcre, an exaggeration (at best) and a figment
of the imagination (at worst).

We have disposed of the figures given. What about
the assumpticn that there was a common cause ? I can
d¢ no better than quote from the report which I made
te Clowne Rural District Council,







My purpose in wriling this is twofold. First, I want
to reassure all the people in my districts. Second, I
wish te show how irresponsibly the press can behave. At
many Conferences one hears about how th2 Press will
co-operate and about how they will only report soberly.
Well, the proof of the pudding is in the eating. And,
this particular pudding would have made anyone throw
up. The galling thing is the lack of retraction. To this
dav there are probably people quoting Creswell as an
example of the dangers of atomic radiation. We all know
ithe old saying, ‘seeing is believing' and it dozs hold good
for many peopple. Unfortunately, what they saw in this
instance was a mere mirage.

I mus! emphasise that all the above refers to nat-
iornal newspapers. The local papers (as they have always
done with me) behaved responsibly and sobarly. When I
returned frcm Harrogate, they got in touch with me and
@scertained the true facts. I thank them for their good
sense and courtesy over this affair.

To sum up :(—

1. There were threa deaths in Creswell from leuk-
aemia in 1959, not filve in a few months.

2.1 am firmly convinced that these deaths were
not caused by atomic radiation.

AN UNEXPECTED RESULT

Recently, 1 was talking to a mother whose little girl
had been in hospital suffering from an infectious disease.
The little girl is aged 4} years and she is an only child.
Naturally, I asked if she were bettzr now that she was
home again. To my pleasure, the mother replied that her
'l:l:uughter was better in every way since her stay in hos-
pital.  As for the illness, that had been complately cured.
Eut, in addition, there had been many other benefits.
These improvements were as follows :—







1 used to tell the above to parents when thay asked
me if their child was fretting. Quite honestly, I doubt
if they believed me bzecause when they last saw their
child, he or she was probably c=obbing as though they
would never stop. It may be difficult to believe that in
10 minutes that child would be laughing and swapping
cemics and sweets with a neighbour, but in my exper-
ience thal is exactly what happened, time after time.

Sa, parents, if your child has to go into hospilal,
please do nol worry about them fretting. They arzs more
likely to have the time of their young lives. Of course,
I cannet speak for every particular child, but, I can swear
that the vast majority of the children in my care, while
1 worked in hospital, did not fret. Further, you have the
example before vou of the one particular child with
whom I started this little section.

PAIL CLOZETS

One week of my 1959 holidays was spent in Skye,
This is an island off the coast of Scotland. If you look
at & large scale map of Skye you will sez a place called
Elgol which is situated on the south west coast of the
island. This liitle hamlet must contain at least six
heuses. People go there bacause you got a wonderful
view cf the Cuillin Hills from Elgol and therz is a motor
boat trip round thes base of the hills (there is also really
clean air which has to be inhaled to be believed). While
I was there, the sound of the sea had its usual effect on
me. I lcoked around and saw a little whitewashed build-
ing with a welcome inscription upon it. With some trepida-
tie, [ entered, wondering what sort of primitive appar-
atus I shculd Yind, To my gratification, I found an ef-

ficient and spotless water closet, of which I made good
use,

I-_Ias this anything to do with my districts ? Yes, 1
feel it has. This year, we had a Clearanca Area refused
by the Minister. The houses in this area had pail closats.
At the Hearing, the owners of the houses promised to







the first paragrah of this section, I wish to make it clear
that 1 am nct employed by the Scottish Tourist Board.
At the same time, honesty compels me to admit that you
could not find a bettar place for your holiday if you
wish geood scenery and healthy sparkling air, not to men-
tion cur National Product.

A WOMAN'S WORK

1 am neither pro- nor anti-feminist. Yet I feel that
many of the women in my districts get a very raw deal.
Most of the men are on shift work. In many of the
houses there are two or three men who are all on shifts.
It seems to be the rule in such a case for them all to
be on different shifts. Then, the lady of the house can
beccme a slave chained to her cooker. Just think of
how many meals she has to cook if she has thres men
all eccming in at different times.

Because of shifts, women are faced with excess
wulk. I can think of nothing worse. The ordinary house-
heid tasks are bad enough without increasing them. In
addition, all this excess cooking is bad for health. Many
times you hesar a woman say : ‘I was so sick of cooking,
I cculdn’t eat a thing"”. I have often seen grossly obese
women who have said that they never sat down to a
meal. True, but they did not say how many cups of
tea they had per day. The temptation, when one is al-
ways ccoking, is just to have a cup of tea and a bis-
cuit or a piece of bread. It is surprising how many
wemen live on such a diet. Thus, they live on a diet
which is deficient in balance and which, to add insult to
injury, is very likely to cause obesity.

Shift work is necessary, I sdmit. But I do not see
any necessity for men in the sam2 household to be on
different shifts. Surely they could go to work at the
same time and come back at the same time, thus cutting
dt:wn_ the number of meals necessary. If housewives had
a union, I would feel they were within their rights to
Flgmand this. The only objection I can see is the possib~
ility of an accident occurring in a pit. Still, I think this
could be minimised by having relatives working in dif-
ferent shafts or parts of the mine. And, not all shift
work is in pits, anyway. '
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STATISTICS OF THE AREA

Area (Acres) 13,429
Population (Census 1951) 19,072

5 mid-year (Registrar-General 1939) 19,390
Number cf inhabited houses (end of 1959)

according to Rate books 6,282
Rateable value 1959 . .. £151,633
Sum represented by a Penny-rate 19551 L5600

SOCIAL CONDITIONS

The chief cecupation is coal mining. There has been
very little unemployment.

VITAL STATISTICS

EIRTHS.

Total Male Female
Live RBirths 329 166 163
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population 17.0 (correctad)
Still Births 8 4 4
Slill-birth Rate per 1,000 Live and Still Births 23.7
Total Live and Still Births 337 170 167
Infant Deaths 10 G 4
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births 30.4
Legitimate Infantile Mortality Rate 31.1
Illegitimate Infantile Mortality Rate Nil
Neo-Natal Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Rirths 18.2

(Deaths in first four weeks)
lllegitimate Live Births per cent of total Live Births 2.1

Meternal deaths (including abortion) nil
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live and Still
Births nil
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The chemiczl characteristies of the supply showed
little wveriaticn, the average hardness bzing 380 p.p.m.
CaCO, and the electrical conductivity 1,110 micromhosfce
at 20°C. Mecnthly samples for bacteriological and physi-
cal analysis were alsoc examined at the following distrib-
uticn points throughout the year :(—

BARLBOROUGH LESERVOIRS (2)
BARLROROUGH TANK.

HOUSEHOLD TAPS IN CLOWNE AND
CRESWELL.

All results proved satisfactory at these points with
the excepticn of Barlborough Tanlk In the course of
rcutine sampling during May, this tank was found to bz
centeminated by masses of decaying straw and vegata-
ticn (the crigin of which was never isolated daspitz ex-
houstive enquiries). The tank was immediataly removed
frem service and following cleaning and steri'izalion gave
satistactery results for the remainder of the year.

The develcpmaent of new works in Clownz Rural
District by Steetley Company necessitated laying of new
main frcm Bolsover area to enabl: this new demand to
be met, ccnsequently a further distribution samples was
intrcduced in November. This was Household Tap,
Mansfield Rcad, Clowns, and at this point on the line of

the Bclsover Moor Clowne main bacieriologizal results
were satistactcry.

During the Summer mecnths samples were talken
frcm Creswell Swimming Baths. Two samples in April
proved unsalisfactory baztzr.ologizally, the cause being a
break-dewn in the gas chlorination and lack of a satis-
lectory alternative. Hewever, all samples takan after
the resumpticn of gas chlorination proved ca'isfactory.
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CONVERSIONS OF PAILS AND PRIVIES
TO WATER CLOSETS

This woerthwhile work continues to be done. 19 con-
versions were carried out during 1959.

HOUSING

[ am pleased to record an increase in the number of
houses built this year. 28 houses were completed (17 in
1958). 16 hcuses were built by the Council and 12 ware
buill by private enterprise,

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, SECTION 47,

No action was taken under this Act during 1939

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION
OF FOOD.

There are 150 retail fcod shops in the aresa of which
78 shcps sell ice-cream and 19 are also making-up places.
There are no dairies,

FOOD PREMISES

Buichers 23 Ccenfectionery 11
Making up places 19 Sweets 23
Greocecers 71 Wet Fish 10
Greengrocers 12 Fried Fish 11

1,08¢ visits under the Food and Drugs Acts were
made during the year.

Only one ice cream manufacturer is in the distriet,

Pr: uses cold mix method and the premises are satis-
actory.






PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Scarlet Fever.

There were 55 cases this vear ; last year there were
40. Thus, for two years in a row we have had a large
number of cases. Fortunately, the wvast majority have
been very mild and, therefors, these large numbers do
nct give rise to anxiety.

Diphtheria.

Once again, we had no case. There has not bzen a
case of diphtheria in Clowne since 1948. This happy
position can be maintained if we continue to have our
children immunised. Dr Mergan (County M.O.H.) has
kindly supplied the following figures showing how many
children were immunised in Clowne Rural District.

1939 1958 1957
Under 1 year 123 143 97
1—4 yvears (incl.) 40 42 41
9—14 years (incl) 82 95 185
245 280 324

I em very sorry indeed to have to report that thase
numbers have gone down for the second year in succes-
sion. I strengly advise parents to have their children
immunised against diphtheria. This can be done by the
County Ceuncil Medical Staff or by their own Doctor.

Foliomyelitis.

There was no case of poliomyelitis this vear. I urge
everyone, who is offered the chance of wvaccination
@gainst this illness, to accept it. !

Measles.

This was the year of the two ¥ear cycle in whiclr
we had a lot of measles. In all, there were 147 cases!
Mast of these occurred in the second (42) and third
quarters (#4). Only 5 cases cecurred over the age of 10
years, and there were nonz over the age of 14.












cf petrol stations, the introduction of standard grants and
revised discreticnary grants, preparation of reports and
natices to comply with Home Office Regulations and the
numercus surveys, made sericus inroads into the time of
o depleted and cverworkad staff,

I wish to express my appreciation to Mr Buckland
for his loyalty and devotion to duty during this period,
Dr. Rcbertson for his encouragement, Mr G. Rogers,
Mrs Spoener and Miss Mallender in my office for their
readiness thrcughout the year to “pull out” willingly and
cheerfully when required to do so.

I am grateful to Mr Culverhouse and his staff fon
their cc-cperation and assistance.

I am glad the services of Mr Money, the Clerk of
Woarks were extended by the Ceouncil. His experience
snd kncwledge, his lovalty and understanding are well
known and appreciated.

To the Foremen, Mr Butcher and Mr Hamilton, and

their respective staffs 1 express my appreciation of their
leyvalty and assistance.

Finally, may 1 be permitted to express my warny
thanks to the Chairman of the Council’s Committees for
the courtesy and kindness with which they have consid-
ered the varicus suggestions and recommendations made

to them and the Chairman and members of the Council
for their help.

1 am,

Your obedient Servant,
ARTHUR A. SHORT,
Surveyor and Senior Public Health Inspector
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252 properties were painted externally distributed as

follows :(—
Cither
Houscs Buogalows Flats Properties

Creswell Rcad, Clowne 1

Maorkland Avenue, Clown®@ 3

Rose Avenue, Clowne 12
H:rlesthcrpe Avenue, Clowne i}
Wilscn Avenue, Clowne 2

Jago Avenue, Clowne 12

Evre Street, Creswell

West Street, Creswell

Portland Avenue, Creswell

East Street, Creswell

Skinner Street, Creswell
Churchfields, Creswell 10
Station Road, Whitwell 32
Holmefield Road, Whitwell H 52
Croft Walk, Whitwell

Calf Croft, Whitwell 1
King Street, Hodthorpe

==
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63 a6 18
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No infestation of bed bugs was discovered in Coun-
cil Houses, but treatment for woodworm and cockroaches
was l.'.EtlI'l."‘d cut and in certain circumstances the repair
work necessary proved extensive.

Mining Subsidence

During the year 213 further properties throughout
the District were surveyed and it was found that 74
praperties had been affected. The appropriate claims
were registered with the National Coal Board.

Alteraticns in Council Hous>s

1 During the year 66 applications were made for alter-
elions to be carried out in Council accommodation, each
application invelving at least four visits.

Houvsing General

107 visits were made to Council Properties in con-

nection with terminations and exchanges of tena*‘une::
during the year.
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Rent Aet, 1957

During 1959, werk under the Rent Act, showed signs
of reducing. There were nine applications for Certificates
¢f Disrepair, all of which were either grantad or an un-
dertaking trcm the owner accepted.

There were five applications from owners for can-
cellaticn of Certificates of Disrepair and all these were
granted.

Iimprovement Grants

The Hcuse Purchase and Housing Act, 1930, came
intc force during the year and its effect was to alter
procedure for Improvement Grants and to also institute
Standard Grants with a simplified procedure.

There were 36 applications for Discretionary Grants.
Of these 28 were granted, 1 refused, 2 were converted
into Standard Grants and 5 were withdrawn for various
reascns.

There were 29 applications for Standard Grants, 25
ol which were approved and 3 wers withdrawn.

The advice and supervisicn of these Grants takes up
a lct of the time of the Department, particularly the
technical staff, and reflects a:direct asset in the improve-
ment of the housing conditions of the people.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936

The improvement in getting repairs done to property
has been maintained, and it will be noted that property
generally is improving in its external appearance.

Six privately owned houses were mads fit by the
Council on the default of the owner. 100 wers made fit
aftn?r infcrmal action and 122 were made fit after formal
action.

The Council had to resort to legal procesdings
a2gainsl the owners of 14 houses.

Conversiens

The conversion of privies and pails to water-closets
continues, and 19 were converted in Barlborough.
Maveable Dwellings

No additional licences were grantsd during the year and
no complaints were reported about caravans.
There is a total of 4 vans licenced in your District.
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SEWAGE DISPOSAL
PARISH OF BARLBGROUGH

Slayley Lanz Works

The new works on this site were virtually complated
o1 the end of the year. The contractors and Mr Haslam
are to be congratulated on the speed with which iihig
work was done on a site presenting many enginsering
and structural difficulties.
Barhers Row

This plant which 'was repaired last year is now func-
tioning satisfactorily.

Weed Lane

This plant continues to function satisfactorily with-
cut causing a nuisance.

PARISH OF CLOWNE
Hellin Hill Works

These works have functioned zatisfactorily during tho
year,

Lew Read Works

These works function satisfactorily with a minimum
of supervision. They are attractively laid out and well
meintained.

PARISH OF CRESWELL

These works are still not giving the satisfactory ef-
fluents expected of them Much time was spent in trac-
ing varicus trade and domestic effluents in an attempt to
find a solution to the problem. It was found that an
exceptionally high chloride content was due to the pump-
ing of the Creswell Colliery shaft water into the sewers.
Representations to the National Coual Board were made
and it was agreed to re-route the shaft water,

, Sericus damage was also found due to mine work-
ings and I arranged with the Civil Engineering Depart-
ment of the Board to make a survey.






CLEANSING AND SALVAGE

The cleansing section of my Department continues to
furction smoothly and with little complaint. A regular
weekly collection is maintained.

The Tip at Socuthfield Lane has been kept under
constant and strict supervision. Few complaints have
been received despite its close proximity to the housing
estate. It is a *“controlled” tip and is frequently visited
by the Pest Officer.

Mcrris Quarry Tip is completely filled in and by an
arrangement with the Welbeck Estates, the surface 18
being covered by sewage sludge instead of soil.

Paper and Metals are salvaged from the refuse by
hand and scld. Revenue from this source brought in £454
compared with £4€4 last year.

The work carried out by the cleansing staff is sum-
marised in the fcllowing table :(—

z Custhins Pails Ashpils Privies Cesspools
Freighter 1 174,268 - - - -
Freighter 3 23,705 - - - -
Freighter 5 92,079 - - - -
Lorry 2 445 5,288 477 408 143
Lorry 3 5,474 1,647 254 426 3
Loy 4 1,500 8 ] 1 -
Tortals 327,471 6,943 767 835 147

Cleansing Vehicle Maintenance

Freighter No. 3 (Karrier CK3) New master cylinder and
wheel cylinder to brake system and complete overhaul.

Lorry 3 (Karrier Bantam) Complete overhaul of brake
system. New Master and whesal cylinders fitted. Tipping
gear renewed, New cross member fitted to chassis.

Lorry 4 (Bedford) New crank shait fitted, complete over-
haul cf engine and wiring system.

Truck 2 (Ferd 10 cwt.) Re-conditioned engine fitted.
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Two cases of cysticercus bovis were found during
the vear, reprezenting .44%, of the total number of beasts
killed, and, as there was no generalised infection, the
carcases were refrigerated, in accordance with the Min-
istrv's recommendation.

Diseases for which some organ or part of a carcase was

Condemned
Tuberculosis 336  Abscesses 62
Pneumcnia | 316 Bruising cr fractures 23
Pleurisy ) Cysis 31
Cirrhosis 301 Cysticerous Bovis 2
Pericarditis 63 Others 1
Distomatosis 24

In addition 40 pigs were wholly condemned for reas-
cns given below (—

Tuberculcsis 12 Leukaemia 1
Moribund 7 Pyaemia 5
Septicaemia 3 Multiple Abscesses 1

Pneumcnia Acute Septic 1

Carcases and Offal Inspzcted and Condemned in Wholz
or in Pait

Cattle Shoep
excluding Cows Calves and Pigs
Cows Lambs

Number killed 452 G 2 968 17,827
All Disecases except

Tuberculesis

Whole Carcases

Cendemned - - - - 18
Part Carcases or

Organs

Condemned 60 1 - 1 823
Percentage .
Diseased 15.5 16.4 - | 4.2
Tuberculosis Only

Whcle Carcases

Condemned - - - - 12
Part Carcases or :
Organs :
Condemned : 12 - - - 3 336
Percentage

Diseased 25 - - - 1.9
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PESTS ACT, 1959

No increase in infestations were apparent during the
vear and sewer treatments were carried out.

Total Bait Taeal

Visits Poinis Takes

Council Tips and Plants 239 626 782
All other premises 1,5[11} g

PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT

25 Factories are in the register and they are regu-
larly visited. Conditions are generaliy satisfactory.

Power Factories 217
Other Factories (building

sites, etc.) 1
Inspecticns made 81

SHOPS ACT; 14950

Inspecticns were made during the year for all sect-
icns of the Shops Act, 1950,

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

Two cases of prior approval of furnaces and chim-
ney heights were submitted during the year and these
were approved by the Council after consultation between
the technical officers and the representatives of the firms
invclved.

Smcke cbservations were regularly taken of the
Creswell Colliery chimney during the yvear and a statu-
tery cbservation was made and recommendations for im-
provements made to the Colliery. Although no improve-
ment was forthcoming a promise of electrification of the
winding gear was made by the National Coal Board
tc be carried out in eighteean months.

The first atmospheric pollution station in the District

was established in November, at Hodthorpe Sewage
Warks,

PETROLEUM

32 licences were issued for pastrol storage, the total
amount in the area now being 49000 gallons. Two new
sets of tanks were installed and tested.
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