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1. HEALTH SERVICES PROVILED FOR THE TOWN BY THE
REGLUNAL HOSPITAL _BUARD

(i) GENERAL HOSPITAL SEHVICES. These are provided by the
Manchester Hegional Hospital Board in Blackburn, Acerington,
Freston, Burnley and Nelson. There is also access where
required to Manchester, Liverpool and other hospitals.

CHEST SURGEHY is based on Blackpool Victoria Hospital,

This Thoracic Unit ia under the direction of Mr. P. Jewsbury,
F.R.C.5., who also viasits the hoapitals of the Blackburn

and Burnley Group.

N SURG ETC. is based on Preston Hoyal lInfirmary
under the Neuro-Surgical Unit conducted by Mr. G. K. Tutton,
F.iR.C.5., who also visits the hospitals in the Blackburn
and Burnley Group.

MATERNITY CASES are provided for at Bramley Meade, Whalley;
Queen's Park Hospital, Blackburn, and Preston Royal Infirmary.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES are accommodated as required at Park
Lee Hospital, Blackburn, and the Marsden Hoapital, Burnley.

CHEST CLINIC. This is now held at Blackburn Royal Infirmary
under the direction of the Chest Physician, Dr. H. Ward.

(ii) PATHOLOGICAL AND BACTERIOLUGICAL SERVICES

The Pathological and Bacteriological Departments of the
Blackburn and East Lancashire Royal Infirmary, and the Preston
Royal Infirmary, do the Public Health Laboratory work in
accordance with the Government Scheme officially carried out
by the Manchester Hegional Hospital Board.

A Sub-Laboratory, under the direction of Dr. Spink,
Pathologist to the Blackburn Group of Hospitals, functions in
a suite of rooms at the Clitheroe Hospital, and is open bet-
ween 9-0 a.m. and 9-30 a.m. each Wednesday. The local Pract-
itioners can refer Clitheroe patients for any necessary tests
and thus obviate the tiresome travel to more distant hospital
centres.

(iii) X-HAY FACILITIES

Blackburn Hoyal Infirmary; Vietoria Hoespital, Accrington;
Victoria Hospital, Burnley, and Reedyford Hospital, Nelsom, all
have "Open Access Departments" to which any general medical
practitioner can send cases for x-ray examination direet, with-
out the patient having to be sent first te a hospital climic,
thus saving the time of the patient and the consultant when it
is appropriate to deal with the case in this manner.

This facility also enablea the general medical practit-
ioners to maintain their medical intereat because they do not
necessarily have to lose the oversight of their cases when
direct reference to the x-ray department is approepriate.

I11. HEALTH SERVICES FPROVIDED BY VOLUNTARY AGENCIES

(1) A FPHYSIOTHERAPY CENTHE is conducted in rooms in New Market
Street, Clitheroe. This is a voluntary organisation supported
by public subscription and small payments made by patients,
and also from monies derived from the funds of the former
District Nursing Association. It continues to render useful
service. A wide variety of treatments are available and
appropriate physiotherapy is given to an inecreasing number of
patients when recommended by their medical attendant.

The Centre relieves the pressure on the physiotherapy
departments of local hospitels; these departments are grossly
under-staffed because of the great shortage of trained personnel.

The Centre also saves patients in time and trouble. It
has ne connection with the National Health Service.
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lisease 18966 | 1866 | 1957 1968 | 1959
E-.-.lll-pﬁx++irr+ilr+1lr+ r, = = E iy
Diphtheris.....ccn0evs - - - - -
Scarlet Fever.........| 14 26 10 16 g
Fhllli: ............... 40 - 167 233 Y
Whooping Cough........ 27 0 16 3 5l
Typhoid Fever......... - - - - -
Paratyphoid Fever..... - - - -

liomyelitis - P..... - B 1 - -
I:: == “NP..... - (] 2 - -
yaipelanm. ........... 1 3 1 - 1
Acute Pneumonia....... 1 il 15 2 -]
DFBADERTY . oo oo s snmssns - - = - 4
Uphthalmia Neonatorum - - - - -
aria - all forms... - - - - -
ood Poisening........ 1 - - 1 -
erperal Pyrexia..... - - - - -
Tuberculosis -
Hespiratory. .. 3 ] 4 2
=do- Other Forms... 2 1 | 2 -
Infective Encephalitis - - - - -
TOTALS . ...... a0 128 207 261 174

There were increases during 1959 in the number of cases of
Whooping Cough and Acute Pneumonia, but the incidence of Scarlet
Fever and Measles was lower than in the previous year.

It is pleasing to report thet Clitheroe was again free from
Diphtheria during 1959, Only one case of this disease has occurred in
the town since 1946.

It must again be stressed that if this record is to be maintained
a high level of immunisation is essential.

The Lancashire County Council have given the opportunity to every
Mgdical Practitioner in the area to provide immunisation against
Whooping Cough, generally at the same time as immunisation against
Diphtheria. Commonly immunisation is given against Tetanus ("lock-jaw" )
at the same time. These facilities are available at the Clinics or at
the doctors’' surgeries, for all children.

FOOD INFECTIONS

No sction was called for in 1959 in respect of any Food Feisoning

POLIOMYELITIS
The town was again [ree [rom Poliovmyelitis during the year, but it
ig essential that immunisation should net be neglected.

The response as far as school children are concerned has been very
good, most of them being done at the Lancashire County Council Child
Welfare Centre at the Clinic, Eshton Terrace, Clitheroe. MNow immunis—
ation against poliomyelitis is available to all people up to the age of
40 years, but it is disappointing that more adults have not availed
themselves of this opportunity. It should be emphasised that polio-
myelitis is not & disease confined to childhood: some of the most
serious cases are to be found in adults, especially those who do heavy
manual work, and it is most important that adults should be immunised.
It is not necessary for them to attend a Clinic. Their own family
doctors have all the facilities required for immediate immunisation.

Immunisation Schemes have developed gquickly and so the time has
come when, in their [irst year, children may be protected against [ive
serious infectious diseases, namely, Smallpox, Liphtheria, Whooping
Cough, Tetanus and Poliomyelitis,

Protection against Tuberculosis was also begun in 1957, by the
County Council's Scheme [or B.C.G. Vaccination.
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