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LABORATORY FACILITIES.

The Pathological and Bacteriological Departuents
of the Blackburn and East Lancashire Royal Infirmery under-
take the Publie Health Laboratory work for the Borough in
accordance with the Government Scheme officially carried
out by the Manchester Regicnal Hospital Board.

The weekly Pathological Clinic held in the town for
some years back under an arrangement with the Trustees of
the Clithercs Mursing Asscciation was discontimued at the
end of the year.

A Bub-Laboratory, under the direction of Dr.Spink,
Fathologist to the Blackburn Group of Hospitals, is to be
instituted early in 1955 in a suite of rooma at the
Clitherce Hospital, and will open each Wednesday morning.
The Local Medical Practitioners will thus be able to refer
Clitherce patients for any neceasary tests and thus cbviate
the tiresome travel to the more distant hospital centres.

A FHYSIOTHERAFY CENTRE under the auspices of the
Trustees of the Clitherce Nursing Asscciation, with sup-
port from the Whalley end District Nursing Association,was
opaned in Mareh, 1954, and is available for patients in
the Borough and Rural Distriets. The centre is in charge
of a trained Physiotherapist and Asaistant and provides
for massage, remedial exercises, diothermy, infra-red and
sun-ray treatment, etc, Local doctors can refer the
patients to the Centre and contimity of treatment is asa-
ured without the necessity of travel to the more distant
centres, This Centre is not a part of the National Health
Service and sc & mmall charge is made for treatment. The
Centre is giving an excellent service and is greatly app-
reclated by the townspeopls,

€., FREVALENCE ARD CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The incidence of Infectious Diseasss during 1054 is
shown in the following Table, which includes partieulars of
casas, cther than Tuberculosis, notified to the Authority,
cases removed to hospital, and deaths from these diseases,
Cases of the non-notifieble minor infectious diseases are
not ineluded ;-
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All the pnecessary diainfections following these
cases are carried out by our own Department.

The following Table shows the age group ineidence
of new cases of Tuberculosis motified, and the deaths there-
from in 1954 :=-

Age New Cases. Deaths.

Feriods | Regpiratory| Mon-Respry.| Respiratory| Non-Respirty.
Years. M. F. % ¥ X K N P
D= e a o =, e s -
f- B . = = 1 %
5 B . SIEGE 5 = %
5 1 §i & = 3 g

10- - B = e
15- LR i . i
20- | = 2 i &
25- 1 1 SR 3 2 = 3
35- P i £ d L E 3
L5- - - - - - B G5
55- L e : TR ST
65 e = e T Hd . o
75+ - = = & 1 g = ?
T 6 3 2 - 1 - 1 -
ctals 9 2 1 1

It will be seen that 9 cases of Respiratory Tubercul-
osis were notified during the year. This is a decrease of L
on the 1953 figure,

Enquiry following the death of an infant suffering
from Tuberculous Meningitis disclosed the fact that a contact
with this case - a female worker in the school meals service-
was suffering from active disease though unaware of her
affection. It was deemed advisable to make a thorough check
at the school concerned, and for this purpose the Mass Radio-
graphy Unit wisited Clitheroe in July to carry out a survey,
Some 11 teachers, 339 acholars and 10 other ataff were ex-
amined and the reports disclosed that two of the children
(resident in the Borough) were suffering from active Tulmonary
Tuberculosis, and three others (resident in the Rural area)
were considered to be doubtful cases and were referred for
further cbservation., Arrangements were later made for Mantoux
Testing and 5.C.G. Immunisation where necessary and the whole
matter was under contimued investigation and "follow up" at
the end of the year.

It is suggesated that a second Mass Radiography Survey
of the Borough area be arranged in the early part of 1956,

The following Table gives the Death Rates for
Hespiratory Tuberculosis in the Borough, the County of Lancash-
ire,and England and Wales, for the years 1944 to 1953 :-

Death Rate per 1,000 of Fopulatien
Tear Clitheroce. Lancashire. England and Wales,
1 b‘ ﬂl G-IEE
iﬁ 8:?2 n.gg n.z?
1 0.37 0. 39 0. 47
1947 0.18 0.38 0.47
19L8 0.25 0. 34 0. bk
1949 0.16 0. 34 0. bds
1950 0,16 0.28 0,32
15? 0.17 0.26 0.28
19 0.17 0.20 0. 21
1953 0.17 0.18 0.18
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1. SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

WATER SUFPLY.

This is from neighbouring upland scurces and
normally is of a high degree of purity and adequate at
the source. The storage capacity of the existing reser-
voirs, however, is not sufficient, and during spells of
drought this lack of storage gives rise to some anxiety
and calls at times for economy meéasures in the use of
water.

The Local Authority is making every effort io
expadite the borehole scheme to tep a subterranean res-
ervoir and thus augment our rescurces And ensure an ad-
equate and safe supply of water at all times,
Conaideration is also being given to the question of
chlorination end filtration of the water supply.

With one excepticn, an old house on the extreme
north boundary of the town, all houses have a direct
supply from the public mains,

WATER SAMPLING.

the year 123 Bacteriological Exeminat-
ions were made with fairly satisfactory resulta. Certain
samples were considered unsatisfactory and indicated
some pollution of animal origin., Amongst other measures
taken in respect of such contamination were those to er-
sdicate the rabbit population on the Gathering Grounds.

DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE.

llew house construction called for some extension
of water mains and sewers during the pericd under review,

The Council has given consideraticn to the more
efficient treatment of the town's sewage, and Consultant
Engineers are preparing an extensive scheme of reorganis-
ation of the Worka at Henthornm, so "phased"as to meet the
requirements of the Borough for many yesrs to come.

SANTTARY ACCOMMCDAT ICH

There are in the Borough some 15 Fail Closets,
1515 Weste Water or "Tipper" Closets, end 3,144 Fresh-
water Closeta.

Fo Scheme of conversion of the waste-water
closets has yet meterielised, The cost of converting
such a closet during 195 wes in the rpeglon of £26 to
£30 Bo thaet the abolition of the large mumber of msuch
oclosets existing in the town would be & somewhat costly
undertaking but a most desirable one from the Publiec
Health point of wiew, &and it is hoped that in the mot
far distant future a comprehensive scheme of conversion
might be undertaken.

Seven waste-water closets and 2 trough closets
were converted during the year,

At one of the Junior Schools in the town the
work of a&bolishing cbsolete sanitary accommcdation and

of providing modern equipment was completed during 1954.
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Weight. Reverme
Material. T. C, Q. IEs. £ 5 Boib.
mm*. Tiﬂ.-it-- 21+ 1?! ul ul ?1 : u H 5
Weste Faper.......... 70. 12. 3. 0O 7, R s IR
Tmil“l'-l--ll-ll-l-ll"l 12' 3' 26 11 = 1? : E
Mﬂlhtﬂl.unu 2- &-- ﬂ.- ﬂ'l _5 i ‘|l:|- i 'D
Non-Ferroua Metals,.. i T, PR b Fip2e 1 10
Kitchen Waste........ ™. 2, 0. 0. 266 : 19 : 1
(to Augnst,1954)

Totals...... | 1M 12. 1. 18 B35 i b it

SANTTARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT.

Mumber of premises visited... ... o ey e S U
Mumber of Nuisances discovered ... e e HETI Fr]
Mamber of NMuisances abated... ... ... ... «.. Li19
No. of House Inspections under Housing Acts ... ... 380
ot Be-dnppections. ... .o acai Geaw gaes oo b2
Nomber of Other House Inspections.. ... ... ... 137
Number of Bakehouse Inspections ... <.:  «us sax Bb
Mumber of Factory Inspectiomns, ... e e N
Mumber of Visits to Food Shops and Stalls ... ... 293
mﬂf?hit!tﬂmi"iﬂ‘i - aw e e EEE "”i-
+ Number of Viaits to Schools and School Canteens ... 21
Bumber of Visits to Slaughterhouses. ... ... ... 13
Mumber of Visits to Ice Cream Shops. ..:  ees ssa 37
Mumber of Visits under Shops Act... e A 59
Mumber of Visits to Infected Houses ... ... ... 18
Mumber of Visits re. Worls in Progress... ... ... 35
'!.lnlllm-uu Visits re Complaints . ete... .ax =5+ O75
Mumber of Houses disinfected. ... T R 15
Mamber of Houses disinfested. ] e e 3
Informal Notices served .... e gt i By SRR 1
Statutory Notices served ... ... o0 ces ses 2

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS & CAMPING SITES.

Ne action was called for during the year 1954,
SHOPS.

Routine inspection, and special inspection as
oeccAsion required, contimued during the year, Discussiocna
toock place with representatives of the Grocery and Ironmongery
Tradea, the principal topic being that of the Half-day Closing
arrangementa in respect of those trades., That there is
viplation of the Regulations on occasion there is no doubt,
but unless there is staff to jeep almost constant watch on such
premises it iwm very difficult to control; and moreover,toc prove
such sals,

There are in Clitherce a large mumber of small shop-
keepers who sell groceries and regard this as the main line of
business, but at the same time they deal in a host of other
commocdities such as confectionery, table waters, sweets and
sugar confectionery, ice cream, fruit and vegetables, tcbacco
and smokers' requisites, cooked provisions end milk and cream,
The shopkeeper can sell these latter commodities on the Half-
closing Day or on Sundays, if they so desire, Moreover, the
shopkeepers have a choice between two days as their half-
closing day, Wednesday or Saturday.
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Ko longer is there the distinet line of demarcation
between one type of business and another,and more and more
shops are entitled to sell the commodities cutlined, There
is, of course, always the temptation for the dealer,at the
request of the customer, to waver, and hand over an article
to which exemption doss not a s 8nd thus wiolate the
provisions of the Shops Acts. pkeepers who do this must
be aware that wiolation of the Acts in this manner can only
lead to trouble and possible prosecution by the Authority,
once the viplation is detected.

FACTORIES,

Thurq ara at present 11 Non-Fower and 1285 Fower-
Factories, a total of 139 premises, on the Hegister and
coming within the purview of the Factories Acta.

Inspection during the year proved that the stand-
ard generally was satisfactory, but it waes found necessary
to issue written notices in four cases - three for want of
cleanliness of walls,etc., and one for unsuitable or
defective sanitary accommodation.

SCHOOLS.
The general sanitary condition of the Schools in
the town is considered satiasfactory.

The long-delayed scheme for the provision of
modern senitery conveniences and washing facilities in one

of the Junior Schools was completed during the yean., It is
understood that the unsatisfactory yard surface at the
same school is to be given attention early in 1955.

FUELIC CONVENIENCES.

The nience for males situate at the Castle
Gardena, Noor , Was given attention during the year,
the walls being theroughly reconditioned and treated with
close pebble-dash,

This method of treatment of walls has been found
to be the only effective one to counter the offenaive apd
indecent writings and drawings so of'ten seen in Fublie
Conveniences.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

There are no Offensive Trades established in the
Borough area,

DISINFESTATICH.

During the year, three premises were found to be
infested with vermin and the necessary action was talen
for their disinfestation.

ATMOSFHERIC FOLIUTION,

The principle sources of atmospheric pollution
in Clitherce are a Cement Works, & Chemical Works, and &

large Quarry Stone Crushing Flant, where emissions of
dust and fumes constitute the problem, and from factory
chimneys which emit black amoke.
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From time to time action has been called for in
respect of emissions of chemical fumes, but the position
generally has improved over the paat few years., Industrial
Firms whose plant is liable to give rise to miisance have
proved most co—operative and have gone to much trouble and
expense in efforts to obviate nuisance. During the year
I have again had valusble assistance from H.M.Inaspector of
Alkali,ete. ,Works, who, at my request, has made special
visitas to the town, following the receipt of complaints.

Prevantive aquipment againat the emisaion of grit
from the cupola blast furnace of a loecal foundry was in-
stalled during the year so that conditions in the neighbour-
hood were considerably improved and complaints ceased.

Five Smoke Observationsof factory chimmeys were
taken during the year. In one case black smoke was em-
itted for an excessive period and representations were made
to the Firms concerned. In this case, en official of the
National Fuel Efficiency Service, at the invitation of the
owners, visited the works and advised as to the use of
fuel and the stoking methcds employed.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE

-

The Department employs & full-time operator on
rodent control, The town is divided inte eight sections
and regular tours of inspection of premises and land are
made within these sections, and treatments carried out
where necessary. One test baiting and two maintenance
treatments of the town's aswera were carried out during
the year. Several refuse tips and other premises were
treated during the year on behalf of the Bowlani BRural
District Council.

Householders and occupiers of industrial prem-
ises are now conscicus of the problem of rodent infestation

and c-operate well with the Department by giving prompt
notice of infesteation by rets or mice,

On several occcasions during the year use was
made of the Peatology Department of the Univeraity of
Liverpocl for the identification of unusual insect pests.

The following Table gives a summary of the work
dons during the year under review :=

lugher of Munber of Momber of | Estimat- | Cumalative
Inspections | Fremises Treatments | ed Kill total of
of found to be| carried of Hats rats kdlled

Fremises, Infested, out, since incep-
tion of
&niﬂﬂp
1,845 14,755
1,660 &0 114 (..;:tual (actual
bodies bodies
found ) found )

558 3,786
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RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING
MATERIALS ACT, 1951,

Two sets of premises are registered in accordance
with this Aet,

FET ANIMALS ACT, 1951.

Under this Act one Licence was issued during the
year, The Firm conecermed is always ready to meet the de-
mands of the Department's Officials as to the keeping of
animals on their premises, and conditions here are quite
satisfactory.

DEALERS IN OID METAL, ETC.

In accordance with Secticn 86 of the Fublic Health
Acts (Amendment) Act, 1907, six dealers are registered-with
the Health Department. In this matter the Department's
Officials are to co-operate with the Folice Authority when
Necessary.

CHIEF SANITARY REQUIREMENTS OF THE DISTRICT.

i1, The further building of new houses,

2. The sbolition of sub-stendard housing accommodat-
ion and the re-conditioning of other propertiea,

3. The conversion to the freshwater system of the
peil closets and the large mumber of
waste-water closets,

k. The provision of a modern Publie Convenience,

centrally situated, and equipped with facilities
for washing, etc.

2. H QUSBSING.

The general stendard of Housing Accommodation in
the Borough is good but there are several small areas of
cutworn property which cell for clearance and, in additionm,
there are some 200 single and back-to-back houses which
require to be dealt with under the Housing Acts. The
proposals for dealing with these properties will be sub-
mitted to the Council for consideration early in 1955 and
if approved will later to forwerded to the ®inistry in
accordance with the requirements of the Housing Aets, 1936
and 1954,

Early in the year, an Appeal against a E‘.'I.n-ling
Order on No. 16A, Marlborough Street, Clitherve, was to
have been heard in the County Court on Monday, February
22nd. but the owner withdrew the appeal two days prior to
such hearing. The house is no longer used for human
habitation.

In accordance with Section 26 of the Housing
Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, three "Certificates of Dis-

repair” were issued to tenants during the year,
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The provision of still more new houses will be
necessary, not only to make good the shortage of accommo-
dation as evidenced by the Council'a list of applicants,
but to provide replacement accommodation when the work of
8lum clearance is resumed,

During 1953, the building of a further 16 houaes
on the Hayhurst Street Site No. L, and a further 20 Flats
on the Low Moor No, 2 Site, completed these two Schemes of
3 houses and 44 flats respectiwvely. An additiomal 10
houses were completed on the Low Moor No.1 Site, leaving a
further 6 to be completed.  On Henthorn Site o,6, 20
Bungalows were completed during the year and a further 16
remained to be built on this site.

At the end of the year, preliminary works were in
gress for the building of a further 52 houses on the
ttlempor Site No.1.

With regard to Overcrowding, no true picture cen
be given without a special survey, but it is safe to say
that the situation is certeinly not serious in the Borough
area, There is no doubt that many of the houses in the
town are "under-cccupied”, the average mumber of ccoupants
being quite low. If one could accomplish a re-shuffle of
occupants many of the housing problems would disappear.

Towards the and of the year under review,several
applicat for Grants underthe Housing Acts 1949 and 1954,
for the ment of dwellings were received and were
being inveatigated, the Council having appointed a special
Sub-Committes W for this purpose.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

Number of Houses,Flats and Bungalows erected
during the year... 70
Number of Houses inspected for housing defects..245
No.of houses found to be unfit for habitation... 2

Fo.of other houses found not to be in all

respects fit for habitation.... 56

Ko.of houses rendered fit in consequence of
informal action by L.A.or Officers... 44

Ho.of houses against which atatutory action
was taken with a wiew to closure..... 2
No.of cases of Overcrowding relieved............Nil

5. INSPECTION AND SUPERVISICN OF FOOD.

MILK SUFPLY.

The lLocal Authority is responaible for milk
distribution and the supervision of dairymen only,the
inspection of farms, cowsheds,etc. being the responsi-
bility of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.

Three sets of premises in the Borough are
registered as Dairies, Houtine inspection of these
premises proved them to be satisfactorily maintained.

Five Bealers' Licences for the sale of
"Puberculin Tesated" milk and one for the sale of
"Fasteurised" Milk were issued during the year.
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Zixteen samples of milk were forwarded to the
laboratory at Blackburn Hoyal Infirmary for biclogieal
tests for Tuberculcosis and these proved satiafactory.
Fifteen were submitted for the Methylene BElue Heduction
teats, for keeping quality, and all were considered satis-
factory, and 2 samples of Fasteurised milk submitted for
the Thosphateae tests also proved satisfactory.

MEAT M&7D OTHER FOODS

Until July 1954 the Publiec Abattoir was used as
a Government Centre for the slaughtering and distributicn
of meat for the area comprising tne Borough and the
Clitherce and Bowlend Rurel Districts, and such central-
isation greatly facilitated tne work of supervision and
inapection of the meat supplies,

The scheme of modeérnisation and re-conditioning
of the Public Abattoir wes completed early in the year.

Following the decontrol of meat and livestock as
from the 3rd July, 1954, the Tublic Abattoir ageain came
under the direect control of the Loeal Anthority and a new
earrangement with the Clitheroce and District Butchera!
Association operated.

On the 2nd July, 1954, the Minister of Housing
and local Governmeént in pursuance of his powers under
Section 60(2)(b) of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, gave
formal consent to the secale of charges in respect of the
use of the Abattodir, as follows:-

For each 24 hours or

For 2L hours lairage part of 24 hours

and L8 hours hanging beyond period men-
tioned in previgus

columg
Cattls ....... &/od. 1/-
5t e e 3/3d. 6d.
Calves ....... 2/34. Ld,
El'.u:i:‘p PR -Lf("-l-di 2d,

The charges to be inclusive save that butchers
and all others using the slaughterhcuse must
themselves do or arrange for all alaughtering
and dressing and provision of necessary
slaughtering equipment.

Applications for the issue of Licences were made on
behalf of the ccoupiers of two Hegistered Frivate
Slaughterhouses - one situate in Back St. Faul's Street, Low
Moor, and one situate in Back Cestle Street, Following
consideration by the Council it was agreed that the former
aleughternouse be licenced for a period not exceeding six
montha, but in respect of the latter a licence was refused

on the grounds of unsuitability of premises,

The Council further decided that as from the expir-
ation of & periocd of six months from the date of public-
ation of a special Resolution (16th July, 1954) no further
licennea to keep premises as & slaughterhouse be granted
under the Food and Drugs Act, 1938 and that after that
period all such liecences then in force cease to have effect
and be not renewable.
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Following the publication of the special Resoclution,
of the ten private slaughterhouses submitted

to the Minister and as a result of such appeals, an
Enquiry was held in the Town Hell, on Friday, 1st. COctober,
1954. HRepresentativea both of the Council and of the ob-
Jectors were given the opportunity of developing their cases
and ing the matters informally. The officials of
the try, in this connection, visited the Fublic Abattoir
and alsc the Frivate Slaughterhouses concermed and were
aware of the conditions existing at these premises,

¢
:

i

On the 23rd, of November, the Couneil was informed
that the Minister of Food, having taken into consideration
all representations received by him af'ter the publication
of the Council's Resolution and being satisfied that there
would be slaughterhouse accommodation adequate to meet the

of the inhabitants of the district, approved such
lution, and this meant that the objectors had lost
their Appeals.

The Minister's decision was commnicated to the
parties concerned and it was anticipated that claims for
Somé compensation would probably follow, but such had not
materialised at the end of the year.

All carcases are thoroughly inspected at the
Fublie Abattoir and the following shows the amount of food
eondemned And removed from the Food Supply during the year
ended 31st. December, 1954 :-

HEEF.

13 Carcases,....... 5,916 lbs, Ox Liver.... 4,376 lbs.
9 Forequarters... 1,392 1bs., 21 Hearts... BS lbs.
Carcase Farts.. L41 1bs. 15 ‘ails.... 30 lba.
Bruised Meat.,.. 208 lbs, 31 Skirts... 62 lbs.
Frozen Meat.... L& lba, Udder,..,.... 986 lba,
58 Heads & Tongues 1,508 1ba. PFatisesseess 377 lbm,

150 Lites ,33 Mslts 1,570 lba,

23 Carcemes....... 1,056 lba. 17 Fluecks... 72 1bas,
Carcase parts..... 27 1bs. 632 Livers.. 1,233 lbs.
Z4 Heads } Plucks. 220 1bas. Frozen liver 10 1lbs,

———

L Carcases,...... 340 lba, L1 Heads.... L77 lbs,
Carcese parts,. 187 lbs. 63 Flucks... 364 lbs,
4 Hearts & Iungs. 11 1bs, Ldwers...... 37 lbs,

IE

13 Carceses...... 610 lbs.
13 Heade & Flucks. 8L lbs. Liver....... 3 lba,

OTHER FOODS. Canned Corned Beef., 12 lbs,
Uanned Ham.......... 12 1bs,
Canned Tongue....... 5 lba.

13 tins Canned Meat. 42 tina Canned Fish. 1 Jar Olives.
2 tins Cenned Egg. 12 tins Canned Vegetables.
8 tins Canned Milk. 120 tins Fruit (mixed).

nder Section 14 of the Food and Drugs Act,1938,
16 premises are registered for the preparation ani mamu-
facture of ssusages, or potted,pressed,pickled or preserved
meat foods intended for sale, Fifty—one premises are
also registered for the sale of Ice Cream,
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Seven Hawkers of food and their premises are reg-
istered under Section 14 of the Lancashire County Council
(General Fowera) Act, 1951,

Byelaws made under Section 15 of the Food and Drugs
#ct, 1938 are in forece in the Borough, and copies have been
supplied to the cccupiera of all food shops and stalla,

Hotices requesting customers not to ge into
food shops were distributed some two years ago till
displayed in a large majority of these premises, 2
notices are generally appreciiated by the traders and
customers alike,

Ecutine inspections, and special inspections when
called for, are carried out in respect of food shops and
stalls, and food prepering premises generally.

The inspection and supervision of food supplies -
essential in the interests of public health - is an import-
ant responsibility resting upon the Local Authority and its
Officers. Like other services operated by the Local
duthority, food inspeetion is apt to be taken for granted,
and the members of the public generally are unaware of the
time and attention given to this branch of Public Health
work so as to ensure that food is fit to eat.
Notwithstanding the advance made by medical science in the
Gure of disease, it is surely correct to say that the ]
elimination of the causes of disease and ill-health are of
paremcunt importance. In this comnection there is no more
worthwhile work than that associated with the detection and
elimination of those factors which can sericusly affect ths
food supply. The majority of traders today are realising
the importance of hygienic methods of food production and
food handling and are ready and willing to co-operate,this
resulting in an improved standard. Customers, too, in theae
days demand a higher standard, and they should contimue to
do so in their own interest.

[ MEAT CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED -1954.
’ Cattle Sheep
: Calves. Pigs.
ud
- m 'ms 'I“%EI
Mumber killed... ... | 968 131 5,425 |1,839
lMagber Inspected. ... .| 968 131 5,425 1,639
11 disesses except
| = Mberculosis:-
hole carcases condemned, 5 12 23 2
w of which some
Or'gan was
condemed ... - 2_‘51}. 2] 615 !l'? .

Fercentage of mnber in-
BPected affected with

disease other than T.B,,| 2L.4% 15.%% 1M.7% | 3.0%
Tuberculosis only :-
iihole carcases condemmed. a8 - = 2
Garcam: of 'lhi:gamm

o7y SN (P i & 23

""armttaga of mpber in-
spected affeoted with
Tuhﬂ'l'ULIlﬂBil BaE @Baw " 15 - s 1-&










