[Report 1968] / Medical Officer of Health, Clitheroe R.D.C.

Contributors

Clitheroe (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1968

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/h2478xth

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode









































































There were 103 decths in 1968 compared with 148 in 1967,

In 1968, 13 deaths were reported as due to cencer in its verious forms, as
against 15 deaths the year bef'ore, This worlcs out that one death in
every 8.3 has been due to cancer,

In 1968, 80 deaths were etiributed to diseases of the heart and cirewlatory
diseases in its varicus foms, including cerebro-vascular accidents (strokes).

The corresponding figure for 1957 was 63. Disecses of the heart and
oireulatory diseases, especially coronary disease of the heari, have increased in

o g8 a couse of desth, Turoaghout the country as a whole in 19490,
there were 22,841 cases, whereas in 1956 the rumber had risen to ¥k,790,

Coronary disesse is commoner in the more higlily developed commundties, in
hesvy smokers, and in the obese, There is some eviderce to supgest that
dietary habits, e.p. high animal fat diets, are associated with degenerative heart
diseases, Neerly half the deaths rescerded in ovr area this year full under
the heading of vasculer and heart discases.

B, GRURAL PROVISICHS OF TE HEALTH SERVICES.

The Tencashire County Council, as the Health Authority, maintains a
Ve ronge of Services - Including inte-Natal Clindes, Child Welfare
Clinics, and School Medical Services - Medical and Dentel, There is a
provision for Child Guidance,

General Hospital Bervices are provided by the Regional Hospital Board in
Blackburn, Accrington, Freston, and BPurmnley. There is also access, where
required, to Manchester, Liverpocl end other hospitals.

~ Provision ias made for Moternity Cases at Bromley Meede, dhulley, Queen's
Park Hospital, Blaciburn, and fresten Royal Infirmary, Should it be more
comvenient, roral district paticnts sre ot liberty to ationd the Child Jelfare
Clinic gt Clitheroc, end class for Relaxetion and Exercises for Expectant Mothers,
both held weekly, znd ulso the monthly ante-Fotel Clime, #ll these Climics
were tromsferred to Tocotham House, Eshton Terrace, Clitherpe in 1955. Chatburn
and diatrict patients cre cotered for ot Chatburn Library on the 1st. and 3Jud.
Thuraday esch month; helley end district at the Methodist School, dhalley on
Monday afterncons; Chipping and district at the Villoge Hall on the 2nd, Thursdey,
and Hurst Green on the Lth. Thursday of each month, with effect from April 1968,

There is an Ante-Natal Clinic at Bramley Mepde Metermity Home, Whalley, whiech
1s conducted by e Consulting Obstetrician from the Blackburn Group of Hospitals,
and is held twice a month. There is alsc an Ante-Matal Clinie at Sharoe
Green Hospdtal,

There are hospitel facilities available for infecticus disease cases at
Blackburn and Preston,

The Ambulance Services are provided by the Lancasldre County Council,

The Laboratory facilities zre aveilable at the Blackburn and East Loncashire
Royal Infirmary, and the Publie Heelth Loboratory Service at Freston,

These laboratory facilitics are elso used by the Genersl Practitioners of
the area, The doctors of the district appreciate the foct that the
authorities of the Blackburn, Accrington, and Burnley Hospitals have granted them
open and direct access to the X-ray department of their hospitale.

There iz a Pathological Clinic at Clitherce Hospital ss a sub-loboratory to
Blackburn Royal Infirmery, This is conducted by Dr. Spink and his collecgue
Pothologists at the Blackburn Group of Hospitals., Bacteriological,
Pathological, Chemical, and Blood examinations are undertaken, and 1u-:al dootors
are at liberty to refer Rurel District patients there for any necessary tests,
thus seving reference to more distant hospitsl centres, The extensive service
now provided is much aprreciated. The pathologist ctionds every Vednesday
merming at 9 a.m,, and if the patients cre unfit to wtitend the laboratory then
the pathologist wisits them ot their own home on request oo their doctor,










































4 proportion of the duellings not supplied from Public liciis obtain their
water from private supplies, viz. Stonymurst College (hi_hic:, Beiley & Chedgley):
the remainder depencs upon irdividual and small joint sup.lica,

Stonyhurst College supply is chlorinated as well as pessing through slow sand
filters,

There was no shortage of water throughout the Year,
Sampling.

Two samples of drinking water were obtained from Public Supplies, and twelve
from Frivate Supplics, and were submitted for becteriological exsminmtion,

Poth samples from Public Supplies were reported as being satisfactory, as were
five of the Private Supply samples, the other seven being unsatisfactory,

Further samples of these supplies are being taken periodically. Uzers are
advised on precautionary measures,

The table below shows the detsils of the samples submitted for exemination,
None of the water supplies show lisbility to plumbo solvent action.

Bacteriological, {
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(C) indicates water subject to chlorination treatment.
Ne chimical swmles were taken during the year

Worston remains the only village in the district without a main sewerage systenm,
A scheme wes considered during 1966, but was rejected owing to the high cost
imvolved, However, only two houses in the village remain on the CONServancy
system, and arrangements are in hand to secure conversion and discharge to septic
tanks this year, The proposed Clitheroe/Whalley 4,59 Bypass will pess near
Worston and will cross over amy projected sewer from this village, Arrangements
have been made therefore to lay o 6" sewer ripe under the bypass for connection
thereto in the future.

At the end of 1968 there remoined only 2 pail closets within economic distance
of the sewer; cne in Pendleton and one in Wiswell, It is expected that both these
will be converted during 1969,

The Council award a gront of £15 towards the cost of comverting pail closets,
but the smended provisions of the House Purchese and Housing sct 1959 have largely
superseded this, and the Council have in every case awerded a 0t gront towards the
provision of a septic tank, Four pail closets were converted o .i.C's during 1968,

During 1968 the following closet comversions were carricc out :-

Privg closets to fresh wcter closets ot iR
Fail closets to frush ater closets e il
#uste woter closets o fresh wotur closets. =~ il

= 18 =






The following are approximate details of closet sccommodation ot the end
of the year,

No. of closets attached to these middems . 45
Lor e T TR At B SN o
R mesanl e SadIANE e e s P T
Hasof Wente wobar closobs, o esssin, DD
No. of fresh water closets LA ] =T - | 5,100
Mo, of dwellings not on witer carrisge system . 458

ihalley Sewage Disposzl Jorks,

Pollovwding the closure of the pip farm at Calderstones Hospitol it has been
pospible to discontinue lime dosoge to the Dortmund Tomks, Both the Whelley
section and the Calderstones section of these works are coverating at average
flows well in excess of design copacity. The Consultant Engincer has been
instructed to report on and prepare 2 scheme for the enlergement of these works,

Bexrow Sewage Disposel Works,

Cur Consultant Engineer is in course of preparing a report on the adequacy
and future of these works. As o consequence of the proposed helley/Clitherce
Bypass it will be necessary to divert the whole of the foul sewage from Wiswell
to the Whalley Sewersge System,

Hurst Green Sewage Dispossl Works,

The high fat contant of the sewage contimues to give difficulties in the
filters and sludge beds.

Chipping Sewage Disposcl iorks,

Fillowring contimious pressure from the Lancashire River Authority o loeal
Cheese Manufacturer occupied during 1968, a vacant cheese factory et Chipping from
which sewage had previously bween accepted into these works,

The amount of effluent now being discharged into the works is far greater thon
onticipoted, and is cousing serious difficulties in treatment, Qur
Consultant Enfineer hos been inatructed to advise on any necesscry enlargement of
the works to cope with this trade effluent.

Chatburn Sewage Disposal Works,

Heavy flooding during the latter part of 1967 resultec in considerczble erosion
to the adjoining atrecam and offected access to the Jdoris.

FUELIC CCRVENIENCES,

Five Public Convenicnces are now provided by the Council, cnd are situsted
at Whelley, Hurst Green, Chotburn, Downhoam and Chipping.
The one et Hurst Green is of stone construction and is supplied with wash<hond

basins and paper towels, Penny slot locks have been removed from all the
cormveniences except Hurst Green.

The main five villages in the arep are now provided with public comveniences,
The ones st Hurst Green and Whalley have wash-hond basins in the Gents and Ledies,
and Chipping in Ladies only.

Wanton demage has teken place in all the convendences, and is muoh to be
regretted,

RIVERS AND STEEAMS.

The River Celder is still somewhat polluted by industrizl waste effluents
before it enters the Council's District, though improvements are taking ploce
and fish can now be scen in the river at Whalley. 1In fact, the letting of
fishing rights on Council land adjoining the river was under considerntion ot the
end of the year,

At Chipping and Pendleton there is o certain smount of moterial dumped in the
atream by careless houscholdors, ond despite the posting of notices, this continues.
Slight pallution still ocours ot Vorston and Pendleton from sink and bath wastes,
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CAMPING STTES, TRTS, V.o (D SHEDS,

Under the Caravan Sites und Control of Development ict 4960, six site
licences are in force, zll for individual carnvans, In addition to the coravans
‘there pre quite & mmber of hutments in the ares which sre not licensed. These
huts have, in most cases, been in the area for twenty years or morc,

, The district is well used by week-end campers, but no complaints were
recedved regarding any damage or nuisance caused.
There are no sites in the district licensed for more than one caravan,

ATVHOSPHERIC POLLUTION,

There are eight factory chimneys in the district. No complaint of black
or heavy amoke was received during the year, and none was observed,

Following the installation of beg filger dust arrestors to the tar coating
‘section of a local stone crushing works, all sections of the works are now
‘equipped with suitable arrestor plants, Nevertheless the deposit of dust in
the Chatbuwrn area still gives ceuse for concern,

A signifiecant emount of the pollution arises from outzide the distriet

y and several representations have been made to the adjoining Loecal
ty under whose jurisdiction the premises concerned are operating.

~ Appended below are the monthly readings of the dust geuges sited at Chatburn
‘and Downham, The figures show total calcium in tons per s uerc mile,
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; B. EREFUSE COLLECTION AND DISFUSAL.

During the yeor the Council acquired a second 20 cub, yard compressor wvehicle
whdch inveolved some reorganisation of the refuse collcetion service, A1
| willages in the area enjoy a weekly collectlon of refusc, A few outlying
| farms in the Chipping and Bowland areas remoin on o fortnightly collection.

The Council maintain refuse tips at ihalley, Hurst Green, Chatburn and
Chdpping, but further tipping facilities for the future are urgently required.

A new tractor with hydraulic bucket was obtained during 1968, largely to
assist in tip maintenance,

LITTER,

Every effort is mede to cnsure adecuate display of oublicity material snd
additicnal litter baskets hove been sited where aporopiicte, Outlying
pountry areas arce becoming ineressingly susceptible o Lthe dunping of unwented
household consumer durables and especially motor cars, The Council remove
all wwanted houschold furniture free of charge on request, and it is suspected
that most of the dumped material is brought from swrrounding urban areas, de
are reluctantly sllowing motor cars to be disposed of on ouwr tips, The
existing scrap velue of motor cars presents difficult problems of disposal, and
local scrap dealers to not find it economic to handle worm out vehicles,

C. HOUSING.

Of the original 96 houses found to be unfit for hebitation under the Rural
Housing Survey, & hordcore of ten remain ocutstanding, although at the end of the
year three uf' these were standing empty, either voluntarily or following action
by the local authority. In the early pert of 1966 o further survey of sub-
tandord property wos commenced, end twolve houses have been represented as being
unfit in the Chipping area. Severzl of these properties are scheduled as

being of Architectursl or Historic Interest, and following consultetion with the
County Flanning Authority, further action has been deferred. Of these
twelve TEE“’ one has been modernised to standard, and four were vecant at the
end of 1968.

IMPROVEMENT GHANTS - HOUSING ACTS, 1949 - 59.

S8ince the implementation of the Improvement Grants, 95 spplications for
Diseretionary Grants hawe so far been approved,

The policy of the Council is to encourage anplicotions for Discretionary
Grants from ovmers of sub-stendard properties cepeble ¢f repair snd improvement,
to improve the property by meens of an improvement gont, The majority of
applications so Toar received hove been in respect of cuncr ocoupied houses.

The Council rckes o Discretionary Grant towards thoe improvement of oll
sub-gtarderd proporties, ond for conmversion of other builéings into houses.
Other cases arc considered on their merits,

Much more progress has been made with Stondord Grant applications, 21
were approved in 1959, 49 in 1960, 63 in 1964, Lk in 1962, AL in 1963, 34 in 106,
49 in 1965, 36 in 1966, 25 in 1967, ond 35 in 1968, Since the inception of
the scheme, LOU houses of ressonuble condition have now been provided with mofern
amenities by hoving a hot woter supply, separate bathroom, and inside weter closet,
and the necessary repoirs to the property carried out. Houses not having
these necegsary omenities will, in the forseeable future, become unfit property.

- 23 -










































