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CLITHEROE RURAL DISTRICT CIL.
ANNUAL REPORT of the MEDIC&L:QFFIQ%B of HEALTH for the
year ended 3lst DECEMBER, 1944,

To the Chairman and Msmbers
gf the Council.

Lady and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my third Annual Report for
the year ended 31lst December, 1944.

The District is largely agricultural, there being no
area in which there is a big industrial occupeticn. Of the main
centres of population, there is no examplc of the entire
dependance of any centre upon & single industry. There has been
& general concentrstion of output in all types of work, as was to
be expected during the War, and agriculture hes, of course, borne
its share.

I present hereunder some of the principle statistics of
the yesr.

DEATHS .

Total number of deaths was 74 (33 mele, 41 female) and
these may be classified as follows:-

Fer 1000 | Per 1000
Czuse of death No. of doaths 1943 1944
Tuberculoais of respirstory 2 E 224 224
system - '
Cancer of stomach and duocdenun 1M . 000 446
i F
Cancer of breast - M .112 =112
1F
Cancer, other sites ; M .892 1.10
K
l
Intracranizl vascular lesions g i 1.46 1.35
F
Hesrt disease 11 M 2.125 2.36
10 F
Cther disceses of circulatory 1M 224 soed
system 1F
Bronchitis 1M 45 ] 224
1P tts :
Pneumonia - M 335 1 .224
2F |
Other respiratory diseases 1M . 000 « 112
- F
Ulcer of stomsch and ducdenum 1M .0C0O | «112
i 7 1
Cther digestive 3izzzees ! - i : 335 e
i - =
Hephritis 1M 224 33
| S 335
Maternzl czuscs, other than
puerperal sepsis
|

L 000 | .12



Per 1000 Per 1000-

Czuse of death No. of de=ths 1943 1944

Premature births > M 112 .224
- F

Rogd Traffic accidents 1M 224 « 112
- F

Other viclent causes 1M .112 112
= F

All other czuses 1M .56 .78
& F

| 74 7 .240

There were deaths in 1943 under headings not eppearing in 1944. The
rete per 1000 in 1943 was 8.94.

BIRTHS .«

There were 56 births in the district in 1944, 22 females

end 34 males.

The incidence of infecticus discascs w=s as under,

classified under quarterly heedings.
measles is the mest commonly notified conditicn, and that there has

been a mcderate cutbreak of dysentery (Sonne
district. This has alsc been the ¢ase in ne

It will be seén that again

QUARTER _______ ENDING

ig

chiefly) in the
hbouring Districts.

, ilst March 30‘:.11 June i0th Sept Dec.
Scarlet Fever 3 ' 3 ' S
Fneumcnia & 1 = 1
Mecagles 24 2 3 34
Diphtheria = 1 1 -
Dysentery I - = 3 28
Eryaipelas ? - - - 1
G | | '
Whceoping Cough i - ] : 2
TUBERCULOSIS

Total number of cases notified in the year was 9, compared
with 10 in 1944 znd 7 in 1943,

Six cf these ca@ses were pulmonary, and thrée ncn-pulmcnery.

At 3lst December, 1944 the register stands thus:-

—_—

o Y

.é;l;cnary | Total] Non Pulmonary TutalIFTotal pulmonary| Tctal
{ | & Nen-pulmenary| M. & F.
M| P | M| r r M F
12| 8 I 20 9 4 13 .. 21 12 13
| ) il o

It will be noticed again, that, cf the 9 notificationa
recaived & are agnin from the township of Whelley. This was a feature

f the netificaticns in 1943.

The disproporticn is, statistically,

nct as groet as it seems, and 18 nct tc bo oxplained, in my view,
by hcuaing conditicna.
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DIPHTHERIA .

Again this constitutes cne of the brightest spcts in the
whole health administraticn of the District. There ha&ve been
immunisations at all the clinies in villages, 2nd it is probably
gafe to say that, with the exception of a very small number of
casce in which parental permissicn is consistantly refused, we
have immunised 90% cf the children in the 1 = 5 year group. The
practicc ncw is to hold immunisaticn clinics twiec & year, and,
in fact, we find that subjects cover 5 years arc rather rare, and
that ebcut 60% of the cases are between 1 and 2 yoars cf age.

The total number c¢f immunisaticns completed in 1944 wes
121. There can be no doubt that these results arc at least 1.5
timos as gced as the ccuntry as a wheole.

MIILE.

Under the Specisl Designaticns Order (1936) the number of
perscne licensed tec prcduce Tuberculin Tested Milk is 2 and
accredited milk 23.

There is cne liccnee to pasteurise milk. Regular samples
of this last supply have been taken, 2t approximately monthly
intorvels. In nc case during the year werd any of these in the
lzast unsatisfactory as judged by the methylenoc blue end phcspha-
tasc tests.

There have been regular inspecticns of Gairies and cowsheds,
and on the whcle thaese have been fcund satisfactory. Certain of
the rcutine measures of upkeep have been neglacted, cn acccunt cf
the pressing werk cn the land itself, and labour shortage.

b system cf examinaticn, with reccrds is roquired, end there
is no dcubt, in my wview, that the standard of milk prcducticn can
b imprcved. This might be dcne when 2 survay of weter supplies
ig underteken, since w=ter supply (both quantity end quality) is
onge of the problems of the milk producer. Mors frequent
laboratcry analysis cf milk samples is requircd.

MEAT DISTRIBUTION.

: Inspections of meat have been made in shops and vana.
Whilst meat hes not always been of first quality, 3% has not been
found unfit for human consumption.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES .

With the exception of Stonyhurst College, who hold a
licenece to slaughter, all this work is carried out under Governmeri
control &t the slaughter house in Clitheroe.

HOUSING .

Hegular inspections of house property have been made dusis-
the ycer, and the common defects ere dampness, insufficient i
drainege, 2nd in many cascs, fundsmentel error in plenning (as
Judged by modern standsrds) when the houses were built.

Repairs to structurzl deterioration have boeecn suggested

(snd the suggestions have been acte¢d upon) in cases where this
WES necessary.

In generzl much that might, and should be donc, is not
donc beczuse of:

(1) defect is so fundamentsl that the preperty would & lmost need
rebuilding (c.f. cleuse 9 of the Housing ict, 1535).

=-3=



(2) difficulty with labour and material.

(3) inertia cf property owners.

(4) understandable unwillingness of Local Authority to push matters
toc extremes especially during war.

Much of the above was made unavoidabla by war. But the
wer hes brought with it the necessity cf making much questionsble
property habitsble for much lcnger. There is therefore a posi-war
nced tc implement new building with an improvement in the cld.

WATER SUFPLIES.,

These are as in previous reperis. Thore heve not been
any e¢xten-sicns curing the year.

There is a need for a re-cxzmination of the whole water
supply in thé distriet, eéspecially the szsall supplies aerving
outlylng ferms, or small groups of honges. Tné suppliss in the
Chaigley area Et; menticn cnug are very doubiiul, end I kncw from
perscnal investigaticn the supply tc the Chaigley Mencr and the
Walk Fcld &rea tc be unsatisfactcery.

SEWERAGE -

These are all ccnducted as i my last report, and ara,
subjcet to my previcus remarks regarding uhi nocossity for sewage
gchomes in certain areas, satisfactory.

I have the honour to be, Lady and Gentlemen,

Your tbedient Servant, .
(Signed) T. G. RICHARDS.

Mediecal Officar of Heslth.

19th Cctcber, 1945.




