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URBAN DISTRICT OF CLEVEDON
ANNUAL REFORT OF THE MEDICIL OFFICER OF HEALTH

for the year

Eha:l.mn, Laﬂim & Gentlemen, 2% ':,

I ha‘ve pleasure in preaard;ing you with a repnk‘upn"
and sanitary conditions of the Urban Distriet for 4964 in which is included
e summary of some of the work of your Public Health Inspector.

. The yesar has been an uneventful one from the medical point of view;
in the first quarter there were a few cases of whooping cough and in the
sacond and third quarters an outbresk of measles from which all ecases made
a goeod recovery. In Jamuary, which was rather a wet month, we had an
inerense of sicimess rates in shich clpims on influenzs gredmumted.
Thereafter the spring was generally mild though fpril was not so good but
the summer months were guite nice and the year drew to its close with the
promisae of some real wintry weather, :

The cases of food poisoning which are recorded in the statistical
sumaries have been accounted for as followas:-

Three were due to a processed food which was heavily infected
- with staphylococeci; this was rapnrtad +c the Bristol Health
Authnrit;r,

The fourth was due to a anlmnalla infection probably acquired
from watercreas;

_The fifth was slso a salmonells infection prebably acquired

* frofi an egg;

The sixth was a salmonella rlﬂldelberg infection from
unidentified food.

41l cases made a good recovery and there were no secondary cases.

There have been no cases of Diphtheria or Polio againgt which
prophylactic inoculations are continuing; the alternative use of an oral
vaceine ageinst Polio will be welcomed by mothers and their longsuffering
of fspring as a more plessant way of acquiring immunity against this disease,

The introduction of virtlent small-pox at the end of the year is a
sslutary reminder of the risk wé run of having a dangerous infection
introduced by modern air transport while the disease is still in the
incubstion stage. Against amall-pox we have sbsolute protection in
succeasful vaccination and revaccination.

¥e are well served by local Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Homes for the
elderly, with in-patient and out-patient clinics and a range of ancillary
services and in additiom we have ready access to the larger and special .
Hospitals and elinics in Bristel.

I acknowledge with thanks the help I receive from the ﬂh&uman
and Members of the Council, from the officers and staff, frcm my '
colleagues and from the Sumeraet County and Bristcl Heu.'.l.th futhoritiea.

I heve the honour to be
Your obedient Servant,

G. MACLEQD

Clevedon
Lth June 1362,



STATISTICS

HEE T WA R S m—

Area of District S 3,464 acres
Fopulation (mid year estimate) . et e A OO s
Hateable value £15, 755
Product of one penny rate £620

VITAL STATISTICS
Mothers and Infants

Live Births Male Female Total
Fumber 3 (=13 : 139

Hate per 4,000 population
Illegitimate Live Births

(per cent of total live ) L . Q9

birtha)

Still Births \
Number Nil 1 i WEl

RKate per 4,000 totel live and still births - NIL

Total Live and 8till Births 73 . £6 139

Infant Deatha :
(deaths under one year) i} 1 (legit) 1

Infant Mortality Rates
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births - Tel

Legitimate infant ﬂ&aths per 1,000 legitimate live births = 7.7

Illegitimate " " jllegitimate " R

Neo=Natal Mortality Rate
(deaths under four weeks per 1,000 total live births) - T2

Early Neo-lNatal Mortality Rate :
(8eaths under one week per 1,000 total live births) - 7.2

Perinatal Mortality Rate
( stillbirthe and deaths under one wesk combined per 1,ﬂUD

total live and still births) : =1 T.2
.H&‘tﬂl‘ﬂgl Mortality (including abortion)
Number of deaths - 0
Hate per 1,000 total live - o
and still births .
Percentage of Births in Maternity Homes - 89.2%
IEATHS
Number hnl a Famale Total
79 109 : 188
Daath Rate (pﬂr 1,000 of population) ' 12.2
Average ange at Death 7344 yoara
Factor for eorrection Efnr Birthai - 1,08
" . " for Deathe - 0.69

Cause of Death of Infoants under one year

One female (legitimate) at 12 hours = FPrematurity

-2-—

14.03

6.5%



-3_

Some of the principal causes of death:= Hale Female Total
Cancer of lung and bronchus’ 2 0 2
Other malignant diseases = 17 20 S
Corcnary 'digease and angina 19 -t AR L2
Other discases of the hesart Wl 23 i
Cerebral vascular diseases 10 25 35

~ Pneumonia : 2 1 3
Bronchitis & respiratory diseases 5 2 7
Tuberculesis (pulmonary,) 0 8] o]

. Influenza 1 (3] 1

Notifiable n seases

'E'Tmnpicg Cou zh
Measgles

Food FPolizoming
Puerperal pyraxia
Preumonda
Meningeoceal infection
Pulmonary I.B, :

Water Supply

Te are fortunate in hmring a water supply which is ',t_:un"e, ample in
quantity snd though ehlorinated is virtually free from suspicion. The
catchment area is difficult to delimit and so, with ribbon building develop=
ment in the neighbourhocod in the inter-war years, chlorination was resorted
to as a precauticnary measure, Al properties are supplied direct, no
plumbo-solvent action has been found and bactericlogical analysis is
satiasfactory.

Sewapge TMgposal

The water—carriage system discharges inte the tidal Channel.
Plans are well advanced for the enlargement and reorientation of the
main lower asewer cwing to the considerable housing development within the
Urban District.

. Opinion iz divided as to the present salubrity of the sea-water
wiich is impounded into the Marine Lake; sedimentation helps to eliminate
some of the suspended matter from the tidal water; but the prospect of
the depogit into the Channel a few hundred jards sway of further crude
smg& from o new tom of some 30 to 40 thousend pecple doss not énhance
one's opinion of the resulting water in which visitors are invited to
bathe or of the c¢leanliness of thm heaches which they may frequent,

The use of such water even after filtraticn in sny proposed new
bathing pool should be the object of careful examination and enalysis.
The tosn's chlorinated water is safe for drinking or bathing and it is
difficult to see any special advantage to health to be obtained from
bathing in doubtful sea-water.

- There are no registered Common Lodring houses in the Ddstriect.



Home Health Services e
These are admninistered by the County Council and give us an
extensive and invaluable zervice for which my professional colleagues
and the general public are very grateful. It is difficult to imagine
how we could get on without the help of the District NMurses, Health
Visitors, Home Helps, St. John Ambulance and Red Cross, to which must
now be added Meals on ¥heela organised by the Yomens Voluntary Service,

In this context it seems umvize to contemplate closing the loeal
Maternity Home which deals with B9: of local births apart from meeting
the needs of the adjoining rural districts. Shortage of midwives is
acute in established Maternity Homes but the hope of enlisting sufficient
numbers for District work, which would embrace all maternity as well as
general nursing cases, appears to be a highly imaginative one; the age
of dedicated service tends to get swamped in an age of materialism,
Further, the asseasment of the value of n snall hospital en the cast
per unit of output as from a modern factory is a pOOT measure of ites
value to the community it serves.

4 life=long experience of the inestimable value of a small local
Hospital in the conducting of & genersl practice, recently reinforced by
a personal experience as an inpatient there, makes an old man urge at the
end of his eareer, the Minister of Health to reconsider his decisicn to
elose such Hospitels.

Inspectiona under the Factories Acts

These have all been visited and any defects reported upon and
remedied, . : . G

Housing

Year by year it becomes obvious that short of drastic
reconstruction many of the large Viectorian properties are incapable
of conversion into acceptable dwellings. Their division into units
of one or two rooms with inadequate conveniences is a poor substitute
for & home and basements which were never intended for independent
dwellings are even less fitted for this purpose., The time may indeed
have srrived when scme of these should be replaced by well-designed
modern flats with sccess by lift to the upper floors. At the moment,
clder tenants are economically confined to the cold and damp basementa
or relegated to the attics vhich are beyond their cardiac capacity.
Your ecntribution of twenty Old Peoples' bungalows and the promise of
a further equsl number is a.joyful assurance to the elderly that they
are still wanted in the Community and ere not to be relegnted to
institutional existence, The numbers on the waiting list flor such
aceomuodetion is a mensure of the need, a need which will not .immediately
lessen in an ageing population; while the need for more family houses
has not necessarily been exhausted,

Action teken during the year:=

Housss demolished or closed under 3ec. 17 Housing flet, 1957 - 2
Certificate of disrepair - applicntion recelved - 1
Houses mode £it during the year g
Bumber of temporary houses = prafabs - 22
Murber of applicants for Council houses at end of year - 82
Council houses sold during year =
014 Peoplea' dwellings in course of erection by L. /. - 20
014 Peoplea' dwellings - Applications f'or - 127
Houses erected during year by Private Enterprise - 67
Number of permanent dwellings in Distriect = L.A. = 449
P.E. = 3,357 Total 3,806



Improvement Grants

Discretionary
Applications (received) = 15 {approved) - 14
Number of dwellings - 26 » - 25
Applications approved in respect of owmer/cccupier - 7
Average cost per dwelling approved -  £1,0869
Grant payable by Local Authority - £8,627
Standard

Applications received nnd approved - 22
Mumber of houses where standard
amenities have been provided = 2L

There are site licenees in being for nine earavan units: one larpge
site complies fully with model standards, the second lerge one is in process
of atiaining toc thet standard;, while the others are all small units.

Housze and trade refuse are removed weekly by direct lsbour and
digpoged of' in one controlled tip outszide the town, and where they exist
cegspita are emptied biannually by the Local Authority free of charge and
on request at other times on a time/cost basis. It may justifiably be
claimed that all the sanitary services are dlacharged to the general
satisfoction.

Food and Food Hygiene

A1l premises have been inspected and strict attention cplled fo
the cleanliness of rooms in which food is stored, propared and cocked.
Milk sampling is now carried out by the County Health Authority and so
alsc is ice-cream sampling, owing to the difficulty of forwnrding samples
so as to reach the Laboratory in Teunton in ressonable time and before
deterioration sets in.

SBlaughterhouse and Meat Inspection

The one Slaughterhouse is owmed by the Local Authority and leased
to a local men who supplies some of the local butchers and sends carcasses
to the London markets, There are no food or bacoh Factories or knackers
yards. The following are the numbers of animals slaughtered and
inspected during the year. In view of the percentage of pig careasses in
which T.B. glands heve been found, at a time when Bovine T.B. is almost
non=exisztent in the country's herds, your Public Health Ingpector has been
advised to have the source of supply of thesze pigs investigated and
inspected, and samples of the glands submitted to pathological and
bacteriological exsmination,

Cattle Sheap &

excaph Comrs Calves  Lambs Piga

Cows :
Wurber killed 255 130 L4350  L,781 2,184
Whole eareass condemned 2 20 3 9 6 = all disenses

exc, T.B, &

Part » ¥ LO B 8 a7 L3 oysticercus
¥ihole carcass condemnsd O (0] 0 0 0 = T.HB. only
Part . " O 1 4] 0 o " W
% 0 0.83 0 0 §.01, 2W 0m

Public Heslth Stafi':-

Hihliﬂ Hﬂﬂ.lth II'IEPE?C"';DI‘ —_ Jl T‘:‘Fham’ JHMHG Io”lﬂ‘l-.E., I'fII-lH-lEl. a‘trRlsIH‘i
Assistent Heslth Inspector = K. Ashworth, M.A.F.H.I.
Medical Officer (part-time) - G. Macleod, M.f., M.D., D.P.H. Tel. 3297
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