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ANITUAL HEPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFLICER OF HEALTH
for the Urban Distriet of Clevedon for the year

1955

Mr, Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting a report upon the health and sanitary
ecnditicns of the urban distriet for the year 1953, inecluding a summary of
some of the work done in your Sanitary Inspector's Department,

The year has been notable for an epidemie of Measles whiech eontinued
from January till July, btut it was attended by no fatality and very few
complications, During the first gquarter of the year Influenza was held
responsble for five deaths while in October when we had heped that infeetien
had pessed ua by, we had six cases of Poliomyelitis in the spmce of three
weeka, Five of these were grouped around a new housing estate and cne of them,
a boy of four, unforfunately died from a fulminsting attack of the diszease;
the sixth ecase had probably eontracted infeetion in Bristecl,

While it is very gratifying to report the continied absence of
Diphtheria from these returns there is unfortunately no cause for complacency
as it is shown from the diminished number of cases reported mticnelly, that
that the case mortality rate is actually higher than it was ten years ago.
Parents and guardians should therefore see to it that their children are
adequately protected by immunisation against this deadly disease; the
percentage of young children so protected locally is not entirely satisfactory.

The vital statistics appended, generally conform to the pattern
of former years and call for no further comment; but it may be of interest to
record that in 1951, the first full year in which the new Maternmity Home at
the Enpll functioned, 79 of all loeal matermity cases were delivered at these
homes; in 1952 the figure rose to 86.5%, while in 1953 it fell to 83.3%.

In gpite of their efforts during the years, houszing seemeg to remain
the chief problem of your Health Commitiee and it iz hoped that new and
prospective legislation will relieve the gituation by permitting the
reconditioning and conversion inte flats of substantially built old properties
which no longer serve the purpose for which they were ecnstrueted and which
will soon get heyond the state of economie recovery.

The water supply is ample and of pood quality and ia more palateable
now that dechlorination has been indituted., The sewage system calls for no new
comnent at the moment. The former refuse dump is being slevdly filled in but
there is a considerable body of stagnant water there which should be regularly
sprayed to prevent fly and mosquito infestation.

All the peneral medieal and aneillary serviees commented upon in
Tormer reports contime to function satisfactorily and I hawve much pleasure
in aclmowledging support from all your staff, frem my eclleagues, and froem
the Somerset and Bristcl County Health Autheorities,

I have the honour to be,
Your cbedient servant,
GG MACLEOD

26th April 1954
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STATISTICS
Am 'Df matﬂﬁi - - - - - - - - - - - - - @ },m ms
Registrar General's estimate of populetion. . 9,580
Number of inhabited houses and flats. . . .« . 4,070
Rateable vAlUB. s o = o = s s s » o s » » « « B2 L36
Estimated product of a penny rate ; . + = + = £332
Live Births Male Female Total

Legitimate 58 &0 118

Birth Rate per 1,000 of population = 13,8 (corrected)

do. for whole country 15,5
S5till Births Male Female Total
Legitimate 1 1 2

Still Birth rate per 1,000 live & still births = 16.6

There have been no illegitimate births

Deaths Male Female Total
12 a7 169

Death Rate per 1,000 of population = 11.8 (corrected)
do. for whole count 11.4

Average age at death (local 72 years

Deaths of infants under one year = 1 (male at 3 days)
Infant mortality Pigure per 1,000 live births
would be 8,5

Comparabili“y Factors are:
For births - 1.12
For deaths = 0.67

Some of the prinnipa.l causes of death are -

Cancer of lung and bronchuS..sesssssssesde
Other malignant diseaseS,.ssessssssses 19
Coronary (heart) dlsease . cscsanssness 21
Vascular disease of nervous system,,.. 27
Heart and other circulatory diseases.. 42
Pneumonia and hmnchitisiiiiiiilii!iii 10
INfluenZa,, ..ccisssassassassssssnnnnans 5‘
P‘qunﬂlj" tuhemnsisiiltiiiiiililiii 5

Public Health Stoff

G, Macleod, M.A. M.D. D.P.H.
Medical Officer of Health (part-time)

IT-. T'Dphﬂln, J"-II'!-I]I-I.!{M{E-, H-pI-H'E-’. HIRIBMUI.
Engineer, Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector

Notifiable Discases

Canes Admitted to hospital Deaths
Measles 302 4] 0
Dye-ntery 2 1 | )
Whooping Cough 3 0 0
Frisumeonia £ 1 i &
Poliomyelitis 6 [ 1
Puerperal pyrexia 12 0 Q
Pulmonary tuberculosis 9 0 5
Other TB's 1 0 0
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