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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH IBRARY

il

for the Urban THstrict of Clevedon for the year 1951
Mr, Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,

T have the honour to sutmit a report on the health and sanitary conditions
of the district for the year 1951 and to include a summary of some of the work done
by your Sanitary Inspector for the same period.

In January and February we had a minor ocutbreak of Influenza which fell
moat heavily upon the clder section of the community and to which no less than
twelve dealths have been attributed; the average age of these cases was 73 years.

Mensles, which broke out at the end of 1950, assumed epidemic propertions
during the first six months of the year and sporadic cases continued till the end of
August: while sporadic eases of Whooping=cough appeared from June to September to
became epidemic in 1952, There has been no fatality from either disease,

It is pleasant to repeat the complete absence of Diphtheria and %o express
the hope that parents and guardians will see to it that this fell dizcasc will never
regain a foothold in the community, by having all children protected against it by
immunisation.

There have been five cagses of Poliomyelitls during the year., In April, in a
boy of five, the disease followed on a severe attack of measles. The other cases
oceurred in August; two young men of 18 and 21 lived in one of thc new housing estates
but hnd no known points of contaect one with the other; the younger man unforturately
died from an explosive attack: a boy of 12 who had been visiting in this estate but
not at the infected houses also contracted the disease; the fifth case occurred in a
distant part of the town and affected a woman of 36 who had no contacts with any of
the cases mentioned above,

The gencsral Death Rate of 13.5 compares with 12.5 for the vholc country
and reflect= the composition of the local populatien, The fipures for Infant rates
mast be taken with reserve as they are derived from returns for o mmell comunity.
It is perhaps pertinent to report that while four of the infant deaths were duc to
prematurity the fif'th was o child of eleven months, the second infant to sueeumb to
Tuberculous meningitis from contaet with 2 visiting relative who suffored from
unsuspected open Pulmonary tuberculosis.

The local Hospital continues its beneficent functions as a Generaol=
Fractitioner Unit under the Health Scheme and is regularly visited by medical and
surgical consultants from Bristol. Apart from inpatients there iz a considerable out-
patient department including treatment by physiotherapy, while for special treatment
or investigation there is eclose lisison with the Bristel pgeneral hospitels,

The District Nurses contimie their invaluable work in the homes of the
Ppeople; general nursing, maternity mursing and child welfare work.

A further addition to the hospital amenities of the distriet hns been the
opening of a Maternity Unit at The Knoll where General Practitioners from Clevedon and
distriet can attend their patients under the gereral supervision of a Bristol Consultant
who holds inpatient and outpetient clinkes.

One case has been dealt with under the National Assistance Act 1548, Section
L7; a women of 93 wes found to be in danger of setting fire to herself and the house
in which she rented a roocm and as she hod no friend or relative vho ecould necept
responsibility for her the Court ordered her removal to a County Home where she is
suitably cared for.

Housing

The housing of the people still remains a pressing problem but much has been
done already to relieve the situstion, Hew types of houses and substitute materials
used in their construction add to your worrics. It is greatly to be regretted that
present restrictions and shortages tend to delay repairs to some of the older properties
wiich will detericrate in course of time beyond economic recovery. Some of the large
well-built stone houses do not reedily lend themselves to satisfactory conversion into
self=contained flats.
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Water supply
Thers is nothing fresh to report on the public supply which is emple in

quantity and pure in quality as evidenced by satisfactory chemical and bactericlogical
analysis of the raw and the chlorinated samples,., There has been no need for aestion on
pecount of contamination or plumbo-solvent propertiecs of the supply which iz piped to

all areas,

Seweroge

The flooding at East Clevedon commented on last year has been abated and
the main low-level sewer has been cleared of obstruction but owing to the increased
load which has been throwm upon this section of the system by the influx from the new
housing estates it is obvious that further provision must be made for cerrying this
load and plans are being prepared for a comprehensive lowe-level scheme with a new
cutfall to the sea.

Cessplts are emptied twice a yeor free of charge and at other times at cost
plus a percentage, House refuse is collected weekly and trade refuse by contract with
the locnl authority.

The new refuse dump away from the tovm and from human habitation is a great
improvement on the cld one which still requires supervision on account of atagmnt
water and potential muissnece,

Food

There has been no outbreak of food poisoning and the preparation, handling
and serving of food are generallysatisfactory. As there is no slaughtoring of animals
here, inspection is confined to consigments of tinned fooda, fish, ete; some of
which are found unfit for humean consumption., The retall of ice-creoam in pre-wrapped

conteiners has become much more general; this makes for safer handling of a potentially
dangerous food.,

It gives me pleasure to acknowledge with thanks the help cnd co=operation
I have slways received from your technical and clerical staffs and from the Health
Departments of Counties of Somerset and Bristol.

I have the honour to be,
Your cbedient servant,

Ird June 1952 &, MACLEOD



Statistica

ATEa ren JEJE ACTES
Registrar General's estimate of population ... 9563
Number of inhabited houses and flats s HOOO
Rateable value at 31st Morch 1952 «++ £80,BL7
Estimated product of penny rate wee £325,. 19, 9,
Live Births Male Fegmnle Total
Legitimate &0 71 151
Illegitimnte 1 2 3

Birth Rate per 1000 of population = 15.7 (corrected)

8till Births Male Female Total
Legitimate 5 1 L

Still Birth Rate per 1000 of population = 0.L5

Deaths Male Female Total
[f3] 125 153

Death Rate per 1000 = 13,5 (corrected)
Average age et death = 72 years

Deaths of infants under one year

Male Pemnle Totel
L 1 B

Infant Mortelity Rate per 1000 live births = 37.5

Deaths of infants under four weeks
linle Female Total

3 1 I
(all due to prematurity)

Oomparability Factors For Births = 1,12
For Deaths = 0,67

Some of the principal causes of death:-

Cancer and Malignant TASEASE scassass 25
Coronary DASEAEE seasasassanmunnsanss 2F,
Voscular Diseasc of Nervous System .. 24
Heart & other Girculatory Tiaesases .. 47
Irﬁf‘lumﬁﬂ AR R R NN N NN B R NN 12
Prieumonia, Bronchitis & other
regpiratory disesses (not

fubbrculoslia) Sl cir s e vnasasnies 10

Public Health Staff

Gs Mocleod, M., ¥.D., D.P.H., Hedical Officer of Health
(part-time)

TI Hl cha.'lﬂbﬁrﬂ-, }f.p Iq}l'fuan'r H|I¢ H‘ E.‘ # 1|I1- R; Em‘l.[ L]
Engineer, Surveyor, and Saniftary Inspector
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Notifisble Diseases

Idisense Cases notified Adnitted to hospital Deatha
Scarlet Fever . L 1 O e
Thooping Cough Ll 0 0
Mongles 1LL o 0.
Prneumonia 9 2 3
Poliomyelitis 5 5 1
Puerperal Pyrexia 2 0 o
Erysipelas 2 0 0
Pulmonery Tuberculosis - 15 s -
Other do. 3 1 al
Tuberculoais:

Pulmona Kon=pulmenary ;
Age Group Male Female Male Female
(=1 1] 1] 1 §]
1=5 0 (1] 0 1
15-25 1 1 0 v
25=35 3 1 0 o
35=L5 2 2 0 0 ;
L5=h5 i 2 0 1l
55 & over e TR
Totals 8 ¥ 1l 2
Housing i
Houses erected Houses in course Conversion to flats
during vear of erection or dwellings
Perm, Tempy. Fern, Tempy. ~ Perm. Tempy,
Loenl :
Authority O 22 28 50 ] (1]
Private
Enterprise 10 0 £ 0 16 o
Lo 8 50 1 3
Totol mmber of houses owned by Loecal juthority - 298
Number of post-war houses erected to 31/12/51 =
By Locel Authority - 178
By Private Enterprise- o
Programme for 1952 - By Local Authority - 78
By Private Enterprisg= 17
Total number of applicants for Couneil houses
at the end of year = 160
Grants mode under Housing Act 1949 - nil.
Milk

Ioe Cream

Registered Deiry Premises - 28
Heglstered Distributors - 17
Supplementary licences to distributors o
from outside the diastrict -
Premises registered for:- Manufaeture only = 0
Monufacture & retall - @
Retail only - 33

Premipes reglotered under Seetion 14 of the
Food & Drugs Act, 1938 - 9

Byelows under Section 15 of the Food & Drugs Act, 1938, operative frem 3/7/50
fotion teken - nil,

Thare are no slaughter houses & no knackers yards in the District,
J*I



