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is the Essex County Council, and Diphtheria immunisation is carried|
out on the first Monday in the month at the Central Clinic Premises:
Skelmersdale Road. ,

Immunisation is also carried out by the patients’ own Docto
who are recompensed for these inoculations by the Local Heal
Authority.

As an example of what can be achieved quickly when a larged
part of the population makes up its mind to co-operate in a sustain<
ed effort to eradjcate a killing disease, Diphtheria is outstanding.

It can be kept down unI\ by sustained effort.

During 1950, 118 children between one and five vears, arﬁ
| between 5 aml {5 vears received the full course of inoculations
the Clinie, Skelmersdale Road, Clacton.

39 children received a ﬁemndm*y or re-inforeing injection,

CANCER

57 deaths were caused by this disease giving a rate per milliony
of the population of 2423 compared to 1945 for England and Wales..

A disease such as Cancer is bound to produce more deaths in I
an aging p{)pulatmn than in a population with a large proportion of
voung people, also some diseases were not so IE'H,dIlV diagnosed dur--
ing last {rentm'y as theyv are to-day with our X—Rays, welI equipped
laboratories and improved facilities for diagnosis. These two factors
account in part for the fact that the Cancer death rate has doubled
since 1875, In recent vears however, this index has been falling
amongst women, and it shows signs of approaching its crest for
men.,

For cancer of some parts of the body, death rates are coming
down at every age; for other parts they are falling at vounger ages
though not yet in the later periods of life, but for a few organs such
as ihe lungs, mortality seems to be increasing. .

If research workers can find out why Cancer of the lungs is
increasing, the way to prevention may be found.

Cancer death rates for Clacton since 1920 (per 1,000 population) : —-

1920. ... 1.4

1921 0.8 1931 1.9 1941 1.7
1922 1.9 1932 1.3 1942 3.8
1923 1.9 1933 < o7 1943 3.2
1924 1.3 1934 1.1 1944 w5 |
1925 0.9 1935 2.1 1945 2.3
1926 1.3 1936 1.5 1946 3.1
1927 1.6 1937 : o | 1947 2.7
1928 1.4 1938 2.0 1948 2.0
1929 1.6 1939 2.3 1949 2.4
1930 1.9 1940 1.7 19560 2.4

28












greatest for children of school age; children under five come nls;xt.,
followed by voung adults, From age 35 the improvement has dim-
inished with advancing age so that after age 75 it is very slight.

This means that a child of the present day has a far better
chance of surviving the early vears of life than the Victorian child.
The infant mortality rate was unchanged up to the turn of the cen-
tury but afterwards it declined rapidly until it reached a record
low of 29.8 infant deaths under one vear of age per 1,000 live births
in 1950. This rate is still considerably higher than in Sweden, New
Zealand, Australia and Holland.

In 1948, only seven in every hundred deaths were of children
under five vears against forty in every hundred a century ago. On
the other hand, the deaths of persons 65 vears of age and over had |
in the same period increased from 18 to 60 in every hundred deaths. |

Boys born in 1841 could, on average, expect to survive to the
age of 40 and girls to 42; by 1948 these average expectlations had in-
ereased to 66 and 71.

It may be true to sav that the time is not too far off when the
death of a school child from any cause other than violence will b
a rarity,

POPULATION REPLACEMENT

Continuous and adequate replacement by new births is es-
sential if a population is not to fall below a given level. Potenhial !
mothers in one generation must produce sufficient girl children o
provide an equivalent number of mothers in the ensuing generation.
If they fail, a higher ratio must be achieved by the next generarion. .

In 1926 the General Register Office introduced the “"Reprodue-
tion Rate” which is emploved as the index of population replace--
ment, for showing the extent to which mothers of one generationi
are producing more or fewer mothers for the next. The reproduction:
rate during the ningteenth century was well above the standard!
necessary to maintain the population. By 1922—1923 the rate had!
fallen below the standard and remained below until 1946 and 1947..
In these vears it rose to 11 per cent. and 20 per cent. above the:

standard, but for 1950 it has again fallen slightly below the stand--
ard.

The gain in population from death rates continuing to de--
cline is, in future, not likely to be great, and any forecast of the:
future Birth rate is a venture upon uncertain ground. The tofall
of births was running steadily in the ten vears before the war at!
about 600,000, and if this number were maintained the population:
would ultimately be stabilised at about fortv-one millions. The*
average annual number of births during the last 10 years was aboutl]
700,000, and if such an annual total were maintained, the popula--
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AGE PROPORTION OF POPULATION OF ENGLAND & WALES,

1841, 1901 and 1949
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