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SECTION D,

HOUSING.

During 1946, 9 houses were erected by private enterprise, and Nil by the
Couneil. ' 1 bl

Housing complaints have been dealt with as they have arisen. (See Santlary
luspector's Report). .

No Demolition Orders were made during the year.

THE HOUSING POSITION GENERALLY.

Housing is probably the most serious public health problem at present facing
not only Clacton, but the County as a whole.

The standard of Housing, like that of living, of which it is a very appreciable
part, varies with the prosperity of the Country and plays a great part in the health
of the population.

During the war, this town suffered heavily from bomb damage, but most
of these scars have been obliterated in a remarkable manner. Whilst this eased
the housing conditions to a certain extent, there still remains the question of
providing adequate housing accommodation for the town's population

Clacton is fortunate in that it is comparatively a new town, and therefore
few of the permanent houses are really in the true sense, old and irreparable,

Practically all houses may be placed in one of four classes according to their
state of repair :— *

Crass 1 Houses fit in all respect.
Crass II.  Houses fit structurally, but requiring running repairs or renovation:

Crass ITT. Houses unfit, but capable of being rendered fit at a reasonable
cost to the Owners.

Crass IV. Houses unfit and not capable of being rendered fit at a reasonable
cost to the Owners.

Houses which have had no repairs for some years deteriorate with increasing
rapidity as time goes on. Many have received no attention for 7 or 8 years. and
a very large number of houses in Class 11T will pass into Class IV and too soon
become really uninhabitable. The rapidity of this process varies with the soundness
of their original construction, -

There appears to be an impression abroad that to build new houses fast and
well is all that is required, but it should be remembered that every slum house was
at one time a desirable residence.

New houses, whether built by the local authority or private enterprise, are
essential, but it is equally essential to prevent Class 11T houses slipping into Class IV
Whilst it seems uneconomical to waste capital on Class TV houses, they should,
never-the-less, be kept wind and watertight, or, in other words. they should be
allowed to act as a temporary dwelling until the present crises in huu'sizng 18 over
and they can pass out of use having served their purpose,

In conclusion, I am of the opinion that whatever policy is adopted. it is very
necessary, if not essential, to repair or recondition the best of the substandard
houses (Class 11T}, and those not worth reconditioning should as far as possible. be
stabilised and rendered reasonably inhabitable whilst new construction is being
nu.rm;tl out. Otherwise, at the end of 10 years, there seems a possibility that the
housing position may not be better than at present, but actually worse. = It should
be mentioned that temporary houses are only an emergency ex';mllient- which after
10 years or perhaps a little longer, will become not an asset, but a serious liability.
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