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PupLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
East PaLLant HousE,
CHICHESTER.
Seplember, 1948,

| To the Chatrman and Members
" of the Chichester Rural District Council.
|

Mg. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

. I have the honour to present to you the Annual Repurt on the health
| of the Chichester Rural District and the work of the Public Health
Department during the year 1947.  This report is the fifteenth since
the formation of the Rural District under the West Sussex Review Order
of 1933, and is presented by me on behalf of Dr. Ward, who resigned his
- position as Medical Officer of Health on January 3lst, 1948.

The Birth Rate of 21.97 per 1,000 population is a rise of 0.22 per 1,000
| on last year’s rate and compares with a national rate of 20.5. The
| number of illegitimate live births shows a decrease from 60 in 1946 to 41

in 1947 and represents 4.7%;, of the total live births occurring in the district.

The Death Rate of 11.07 per 1,000 population is a decrease of 1.06 on
last year's rate and compares with 12.0 for England and Wales.

The Registrar-General's estimate of the District’s population at
l mid-1947 is 39,000, this being an increase of 1,570 over that of mid-1946.
| During the year the Diphtheria Immunisation Campaign has continued
and 465 children received a course of protective inoculations. It is
estimated that at the end of the year 41.41%, of the children in the
district under five years of age and 95.08Y%, of those aged five to fifteen
were protected against diphtheria by immunisation.

Progress made in the solution of the housing problem is shown by the
fact that 129 new houses were completed during the year, 99 by the
Council and 30 by private enterprise. On the 31st December a further
120 Council houses were under construction.

Much work remains to be done to provide adequate water supplies
throughout the district, and many areas still need to be sewered. In
these services some progress has, however, been made during 1947, water
mains having been extended in eleven panshl:rs by the various Water
Undertakers concerned, and small extensions to sewers carried out in two
parishes. Details are to be found in the body of the report.

The Public Health Department was, as Dr. Ward outlined in his report
for 1946, reorganised in the early part of that yvear and 1947 was there-
s the first full year of working of the department as newly constituted.
There is no doubt that the reorganisation has markedly increased the
efficiency of the department.

In conclusion, I wish to tender on behalf of Dr. Ward thanks to the
(Chairman and members of the Council for their support and considera-
tion, and to acknowledge the valuable assistance given by all members
of the staff. On my own behalf I would like to record my appreciation
of the work done by the members of the Public Health Staff, particularly
by Mr. D. W. Baker, who, in the absence of the Chief Clerk through

ickness, has been largely responsible for the preparation of this report.”

b1 am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

0 V. P. GEOGHEGAN,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Section 1.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE AREA

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE DISTRICT

There has been little change in the conditions of the district during the
year.

The influx of holiday-makers to the coastal regmns during the summer
months reached pre-war numbers. Efforts were continued to clear away
beach obstructions and work is still being undertaken in this connection.

Agﬂculture remains the staple industry, whilst forestry, ]jg'ht' .
engineering and chair-making provide employment for a fair number of
PErsons. )

Members of the Women’s Land Army and German prisoners of war
were still employed in large numbers on the land, and towards the end of
the year a further contribution to work of this nature was received by
the arrival of Displaced Personnel from Europe, these people being
housed in vacant Army camps throughout the district.

There is virtually no unemployment in the district.

VITAL STATISTICS

Births
After adjustment for inward and outward transferable births, a net
total of 857 (415 males, 442 females) was registered in the district during
the year, as compared with 814 (394 males, 420 females) in 1946.
The BIRTH RATE is 21.97 per 1,000 of the population, as compared
with 21.75 for the previous year, 20. 5 for England and Wales, and 17.59
and 19.20 for the Urban and Rural Districts of West Sussex.

The illegitimate live births numbered 41 or 4.789%, of the total live
births, a decrease of 2.59%, on the previous year.

Stillbirths

After adjustment for transfers, 11 stillbirths were registered during
the year. This figure gives a rate of 12.67 per 1,000 live and still births
and 0.28 per 1,000 of the population, as compared with 26.31 and 0.59
respectively for 1946.

Deaths

After correction for transferable deaths, the net total deaths registered
in and assigned to the district was 432 (205 males, 227 females), a
of 32 on the total for 1946.

A table on page 11 shows the age and sex distribution and causes of
death in 1947. Of the total deaths 289 or 66.89%; occurred in persons
aged 65 years and over.

The following were the chief causes of death in order of frequency :—

(i) Diseases of the heart and circulatory system S o 144 (164)
(ii) Cancer ... e e TR (84
|iii) Respiratory I:I:Lsea.aes Exnluthng PIJII'DD:I'I:-II‘]I' tuh&rcu]ums e . 45 (39)
{iv) Intra-cranial vascular lesions ... e 44 (B2)
(v Tuherculﬂms (all forms) e 22 (18)

The figures in p-amntheses are those for thl: }"ea:r 1946,
8
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Section II.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA

STAFF

Full particulars of the Staff of the Department are given at the
beginning of the Report. _

The Special Committee of the Council set up to report on the various
problems associated with the reorganisation of the Department met on
several occasions, and after consultations with officials of the Ministry
fouHenlth, the Conmuttees unanimous decision brought about the
(i) Th.eﬂlmsm Services, together with Mr. J. Westbrook, Clerical
Officer, engaged a.lmust whull}r in connection with this work, be trans-
ferred from the Public Health Department and be placed under the
control of the Engineer and Surveyor. This transfer took place on
the Ist April, 1947.

(11) The establishment of the post of Chief Sanitary Inspector.
This post was filled by Mr. 5. T. Taylor, who had previously been
responsible for the western and northern parishes. Mr. Taylor com-
menced duty in his new capacity on the 5th May, 1947.

(iti) That the Rural District be divided for the purposes of Public
Health administration into three areas, each area to be in charge of
an Area Inspector or District Sanitary Inspector working under the
supervision of the Chief Sanitary Inspector. In this connection the
following areas were allotted to District Sanitary Inspectors :—

(@) M. L. J. LEwis, Area No. 1.

Acreage 47,145. Population, approximately 13,800. No.
of houses, 3,920. Comprising the parishes of Bosham,
Compton, Chidham, East Dean, Funtington, Lavant,
Marden, Singleton, Stoughton, Westbourne, West Dean,
and West Thomey.

() Mr. T. G. PINDER, Area No. 2.

Acreage 22107. Population, approximately 12,300. No.
of houses, 4,221. Comprising the parishes of Appledram,
Birdham, Donnington, Earnley, East Wittering, Hunston,
North Mundham, Pagham, Selsey, Sidlesham, West Ltchenor
and West Wittering.

{e) Mr. W. H. D). RunDLE (appointed 1st October, 1947), Area No. 3.
Acreage 33,756. Population, approximately 12,700. No.
of houses, 4,070. Comprising the parishes of Aldingbourne,
Barnham, Bersted, Boxgrove, Climping, Eartham, Easter-
gate, Ford, Madehurst, Middleton-on-Sea, Oving, Slindon,
Tangmere, Tortington, Walberton, Westhampnett, Up-
waltham, and Yapton.

Until the appointment of Mr. W. H. D. Rundle to District
ctor for No. 3 Area, the administration of that area
was shared between Messrs. Lewis and Pinder.

(1v) That Mr. L. J. Lewis be relieved of the technical duties in
connection with the provision of temporary housing accommodation
by the requisitioning of empty and unoccupied houses, and that the

ibility be transferred to the Department of the Engineer and
Surveyor. This change took effect on st April, 1947, but later was
w transferred to the Housing Department under the control of the
k of the Council, when the aforementioned Department was
established.
13

























Individual Private Supplies

A total of 91 samples were taken from wells during the period under
review. In the majority of cases the water supplied houses in various
- parts of the district. Of the 91 samples taken, 20 were reported upon
as satisfactory, 11 suspicious and the remainder as unsatisfactory.
Where no water main is available, occupants of properties with unsatis-
factory well supplies are advised to beil all water required for drinking
purposes and are supplied with leaflets giving instructions with regard
to chlorination of the water.

Four samples of water were collected from wells supplying Council
cottages in the district and submitted for bacteriological examination.
One sample was reported upon as satisfactory and three as unsatisfactory.

Connections to Mains

During the year 267 houses have been provided with piped water
from public mams. In the majority of cases the work was carried out
upon the request of the owners of property in the various areas where
the mamn was extended. In three cases Statutory Notices were served .
and the requirements of the notice were suitably complied with.

Future Developments

Mention has been made regarding the comprehensive scheme to provide

iped water for the districts of Stoughton, Walderton, Forestside,
Earden and Compmn and it is hoped that rapid progress w ill be possible.

There is, in addition, need for numerous small extensions to provide
supplies for small groups of houses at present dependent on wells.

- Shortage of Water during Drought

During the year it was necessary for the cartage of water on several
occasions to two premises where the supplies were insufficient. The
National Fire Service undertook the transport of the water which
‘amounted to approximately 17,000 gallons. The areas concerned were
Forestside and a farm at South Mundham.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE

- There was a small extension to the sewers in the parishes of Bosham
and Selsey during the year, and a total of 71 new connections were made.

All new housing sites that cannot be drained to existing sewers are
being provided with small sewage disposal works. Several of these
works were under course of construction, but none completed during the
year. These small sewage disposal works are designed in accordance
with the recommendations set out in the Housing Manual, 1944 (Tech-
nical Appendices). On arrival at the works the foul water is received
m a septic tank from which it overflows into a sump and is then pumped
mto the filters. After passing through the filtering media, the effluent
from the filter is conveyed to the land via agricultural subseil drains
laid approximately 15° below ground level on a layer of clean gravel.
In some cases the contours of the site have allowed the flow to gravitate
from laﬂ;?i s&;pat:ﬁ tank to the filters, the effluent from the filters discharging

~ The following foul water sewers were laid during the year to serve
houses on the Council’s housing estates :—

21
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Section 1V,
HOUSING

As stated in last yvear’s report, housing continues to be the principal
post-war need of the Rural District.

The survey of working class houses in the Rural District, i.¢. those of
a rateable value of £20 or less, has continued throughout the year.
Following the reorganisation of the Department it was found convenient
for the three District Sanitary Inspectors to devote two days each per
week to the inspection and recording of properties inspected, they being
assisted in their work by the Lay Assistant. In addition, a temporary
Additional Sanitary Inspector who was appointed during the period of
illness of one of the District Sanitary Inspectors, devoted all his time
to duties of house inspection until the regular officer’s return.

A total of 1,102 houses were inspected during the year, making the
total number inspected and recorded 5,146 or 62.75%, of the total
number of working class houses in the district.

The following parishes have now been completed :—

Aldingbourne Appledram
Birdham Bosham
Boxgrove Chidham
Compton Donnington
Earnley Eartham

East Dean East Wittering
Funtington Hunston
Lavant Madehurst
Marden North Mundham
Oving Singleton
Slindon Tangmere
Tortington Upwaltham
Walberton Westhampnett
West Dean West Itchenor
West Wittering Yapton

Details of the “ Standard of Fitness and Classification ™' as adopted
by the Council following the recommendations of the Joint County
Committee are set out in the report for the year 1945, and the following
summary based upon this “ Standard of Fitness and Classification ™
shows classification of the 5,146 houses surveyed at the 31st December,
1947 :—

Category I  Houses in all respects satisfactory ... ... ... 622
Category II  Houses with minor defects only s o e IR00

Category III Houses requiring repair, structural alteration
or improvement ... S e

*Category IV Houses appropriate for remnd.ttwmng under
Housing (Rural Workers) Acts ... ... 333

Category V' Houses unfit for habitation and beyond repair
at reasonable expense ... ... ... .. .. 733
EEEE R I AR T A < T )

* This category originally intended for houses which although requiring
extensive repair or improvement, could be made fit at reasonable cost
to the owner, provided financial aid could be given under the Housing
(Rural Workers) Acts. As these Acts are no longer on the Statute Book
and the future aid, if any, which would be given, is not known, no houses
are now placed in this category and the figure given relates only to the
first fifteen parishes surveyed,

27












Section V.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

MILK SUPPLY

Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, and Milk (Special Designations)
Regulations, 1936-1942

The stafus guo regarding legislation remains unaltered, the appointed
day referred to in the Food and Drugs (Milk and Dairies) Act, 1944, being
still undefined.

At the commencement of the year 261 farms were registered for
production of milk, actual production being carried out at 234, and of
the latter mentioned number, 155 farms were licensed for the production
of Designated milk (Tuberculin Tested 50, and Accredited 105).

During the year three new farms were registered for the production
of milk, two being granted Tuberculin Tested licenses and one a licence
to produce Non-Designated milk. Further, two farms already registered
resumed production of Tuberculin Tested milk.

A total of fourteen Tuberculin Tested licences were issued during the
vear to producers whose premises had previously been producing milk
other than Tuberculin Tested. Of this figure, twelve licences were issued
to producers who had previously been producing Accredited milk and
two who had been producing Non-Designated milk. In addition, three
licences were issued in respect of change of ownership. Two producers of
Tuberculin Tested milk ceased production during the year.

With regard to producers of Accredited milk, one licence was issued in
respect of change of ownership. One producer ceased production.

Nine of the Non-Designated producers in the district ceased production
during the year and one registered farm resumed production.

The position at the 31st December, 1947, is as shown below :—

No. of farms in the district registered for milk pmductmn 264
No. actually producing at the end of the year ... ... .. .. .. .. 225
No. of dairy cows in the district, approximately ... ... ... . w0 J000
No. of farms produging Dﬁlgnated milk ;—

@) Tuberculin Tested ... e i R R e e (i1

b) Accredited ... 02
No. of farms producing N-:m—Desagnated e T0
No. of dairymen (cowkeeper and milk seller), ete. ... ... ... ... .. 230
- No. of these registered as wholesalers ... ... 164
No. registered as wholesalers and retailers ... ... ... . .o e ... 30
No. registered as retailers o k11|
No. of dairymen in the district exempt Ir-um r-eglstratmn b}? Teason nf rmt

producing milk for sale ... ... 4 G

Water Supply to Dairy Producers

Cowsheds and dairies having :—
{a) Public piped supply ... 140
(b) Private estate PI]J'Ed :mpplv a0
fc) Well water ... .. i

31
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INFECTIVE JAUNDICE

No cases of this disease were brought to the notice of the Department
during the year as compared with only three during the previous year.

MALARIA

No notifications were received in respect of this disease as compared
with two during the previous year.

CHICKEN POX

A total of nineteen cases of this disease, including two non-civilians,
were brought to the notice of the Department during the year, a decrease
of six when compared with the previous year. Ten of the cases occurred
at Chidham Parochial School. The two non-civilians, also two children
who were on holiday in the district, were admitted to Isolation Hospital.

CANCER

The number of deaths attributed to Cancer during the year numbered
79 (37 males and 42 females), a decrease of 5 compared with the year
1946. The Cancer Death Rate for the year is 2.02 per 1,000 of the
estimated resident population, compared with a rate of 2.24 for the
previous year. Corresponding rates for the Administrative County,
the Urban and Rural Districts, are 2.2, 2.5, and 1.9 respectively.

The following is an analysis of the age and sex distribution of all
persons whose deaths were certified to be due to cancer during the year.

Ages Males Females Tolals

0—1 1
2—5
15—25
20—25
25—35 1
d5—45 1
45—55 7
55—65 8
B5—T5 13
75 and up [
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LOCALISATION OF THE DISEASE
Brain and other parts of the Nervous System :
Buccal Cavity and Pharynx :
T e o
Digestive Organs and Peritoneum :
Stomaeh and Duodenam ... ... ... ... cen s e e 1
Pancreas
Peritoneum
Intestines other than Duodenum or Rectum :
Colon SR
Rectum

—_— e

e ]

~1 3
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FOOD POISONING

A total of three outbreaks of illness was attributed to food poisoning
during the year.

On the first occasion information was received by the Department
to the effect that a family of two, a friend and the maid, had partaken
of a meal which resulted in severe abdominal pains, diarrhoea and high
temperatures. }gclmﬁns of faeces were submitted for pathological
examination and B. Aertrycke were isolated in each case. No portion
of the meal was available for examination except a small amount of
dried egg powder which proved negative of any organisms of patho-
logical significance. All patients made uneventful recoveries in the
course of three or four days. It is interesting to record a similar outbreak
occurred in the same household two years ago, Salmonella organisms
again being isolated.

During November a number of staff and children at one of the County
Couneil ls in the district were affected with acute diarrhoea for a
period of appmxnnate]y twenty-four hours, after partaking of a school
dinner. Careful enquiries revealed no evidence of the cause, all food
used being perfectly fresh and the cleanliness of the canteen staff giving
rise to no suspicion.

Finally, at the close of the year, an outbreak of diarrhoea occurred
in the Singleton Parish and immediate surrounding area. In all, about
forty persons were affected of which five cases of Dysentery were notified.

- Exhaustive enquiries were made of all persons suffering and of persons

il

F——

concerned with the distribution of the common foods in the area, but
in no instances the investigations led to the cause of the outbreak. In
all cases uneventful recoveries were made.

MOSQUITO CONTROL

No action was necessary on the part of the Department regarding the
control of mosquitos.
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